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RITUAL OF FREEHASONRY. 


DEGREE OF ENTERED APPRENTICE. 

Seven Freemasonfi, viz. : six entered apprenticcfl, and on» 

f >aflt master, acting under a charter or wariant from the graro] 
odge, is the requisite number to coustiiiite a lodge of entered 
apprentice Masons, and to initiate a candidate to the first de- 
gree of Freema.^oruy. 

They assemble in a room, or place, representing the ground 
floor of king Solomon’s temple. 

The officers take their seats, as in plate 1. 

The master then says, Brethren, 1 am about to o])(Ui a lodge 
of entered apprentice Masons in this ])lace, for the disjiatch of 
business. — I will thank you for your attention and assistanre. 
If there is any person in the room who is not a Freemason, he 
is requested to retire. 

The master then gives one rap, with his gavel, and says, 
Brother junior deacon, — the first care of congregated Masons ? 

Junior deacon rises on his feet, at the same time giv^s this 
sign, [see plate 4, fig. 1.] and says, To see the lo^e tyled, 
worshipfuL 

fV. M. Perform that part of your duty, and inform the 
tyler that we are about to open a lodge of entered apprentice 
Masons, in this place, for the dispatch of business, and diree4 
him to ^le accordingly. 

The iunior deacon then walks very qtdck to the door, a^ 
stations the tyler on the ontside of it, with a drawn sword in 
his hand, whispers the order of the worshipful master in his 

B 
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rntf cloMs the door, and gives three distinct knocks on the In- 
lido, which are answered in likf manner by the tyler on the 
outside. The junior deacon then giving one rap, which is also 
answered in like manner, returns to his station in the lodge 
and says, 

* We are tyled, worshipful* 

W". M. How tyled 1 

J. D. With secrecy and brotherly love ; also a brother o( 
this degree, without the door, with a drawn sword in his 
hand. 

W. M. His duty there I 

J» D. To keep off all cowans and eaves-droppera ; to see 
that none pass or repass, but such as are duly qualified, and 
have permission from the chair. 

fV. M. Let us be clotlied, brethren. 

Here all the officers and members of the lodge put on their 
aprons and jewels, and resume their seats as before. 

The worsliipful master then gives two raps with his gavel, 
which brings all the subordinate officers on their feet ; and 
each standing in his place, recites his duty in his tum, as 
follows : 

ff''. M. The junior deacon's place in the lodge t 

J. D. At the right, in front of the tenior warden in ths 
«r©ot. 

IV. M. Your duty there, brother junior ? 

J. D. To carry messages from the senior warden in the wes^ 
to the junior warden in the south ; and elsewhere about thi 
lo^lge, as he may direct. 

iV, M. The senior deacon's place in the lodge ? 

(S. D. At the right, in front of the worshipful master in the 

east 

JV. M. Your duty there, brother senior ? 

S. D. To carry messages from the worshipful master in the 
east, to the senior warden in the west ; and elsewhere about 
the lodge, as he may direct ; — to assist in the preparation and 
initiation of candidates, and to welcome and clothe all visiting 
brethren. 

fV. M. The secretary's statiun in the lodge ? 

Sec, At the left hand of the worshipful master, In the eant 

W, M. Your duty there, brother secretary ? 

Sfc To KMuird the doings of the lodge ; collect all monej, 
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pay it over to the treaaurer, and keep a true and correct account 
of the same. 

fV. M. The treasurer’s place in the lodge ? 

Treat. At the right hand of the worshipful master in the east 

W. M. Your duty there, brother treasurer ? 

Treat. To receive all money from the hand of the secretary • 
to keep a true and correct account of the same, and pay it out 
by order of the worshipful master, with the consent of 
brethren. 

IV. M. The junior warden’s place in the lodge t 

J. W. In the south, worshipful. 

W. M. Your duty there, brother junior 1 

J. W. As the sun is in the south, at high twelve, which li 
the glory and beauty of the day, so stands the junior warden, 
In the south, to call the craft from labour to refreshment, and 
from refreshment to labour, that the worshipful master may 
have profit and pleasure thereby. 

W. M. The senior warden’s place in the lodge ? 

S. \V. In the west, worshipful. 

W. M. Your duty there, brother senior ? 

S. }V. As the sun sets in the west, to close the day, so stands 
the senior warden in the west to assist the worshipful mastei 
in opening and closing his lodge ; to pay the cralt tlieir wages, 
if any be due; and see that none go away dissatisfied; — har- 
mony being the strength and support of all mstitutiona, but 
more especially this of ours. 

W. M. The master’s station in the lodge ? 

S. W . In the east, worshipful. 

W. M. His duty there, brother senior ? 

S. W. As the sun rises in the east to open and adorn the 
day, 80 rises* the worshipful master in the east to open and 
adorn his lodge, and set the craft to work with proper instruc- 
tions for their labour. 

W. M. After that manner so do I. It is my wdll and plea- 
lure, that a lodge of entered apprentice Masons be opened in 
this place, for the dispatch of business. Brother senior, you 
will please communicate the same to the junior warden in th« 
•outh, that the brethren may have due and timely notice 
thereol 


• L\ these words the Master riset. 
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8. W. (Addressing the junior warden) Brother junior, it U 
the worshipful master’s order, that a lodge of entered appren- 
tice Masons be opened in this place, for the dispatch of Dusi- 
ness. You will please inform the brethren thereof. 

J, W, Gives three raps with his gravel, and says brethren, 
It is our worshi})ful master’s order, that a lodge of entered ap- 
prentice Masons be opened in this place, for the dispatch of 
Dusiness. You are ordered to take due notice thereof, and 
govern yourselves accordingly. 

IV. M. Then says : — Attend to the signs, brethren. 

The signs of this degree are three, viz. : Right angles, Hori- 
Montats, and Perpendiculars ; and are ^iven by the master and 
brethren, with great accuracy and precision. [See plate 4. fig. 
1 and 2.j 

1. This sign is made by placing the hands at right anglec, 
about one foot in front of the centre of the body — the palms 
together, and the left hand under. 2. To draw a horizontal ; 
raise the right hand, with a quick motion, to the neck ; the 
hand open, the palm down, the thumb partly under the hand, 
parallel with the fingers, the main joint of the first finger 
pressed against the ^guttural,' the elbow raised as high as the 
nand ; with a quick motion draw the hand from left to right, 
until the hand comes nearly over the right shoulder. 3. Let 
the hand drop perpendicularly by the side, the palm in the 
rear. 

The worshipful master then gives one rap with his gavel 
(the senior warden one, and junior warden one), and says, — I 
now declare this lodge opened in due and ancient form ; 
hereby forbidding all imjuoj'er conduct, whereby the peace 
and harmony of this lodge may be disturbed ; under no less 
penalty than the bye-laws, or a majority of the lodge may set 
ti t to inflict 

The master then reads the passage of scripture commencing, 
** Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity,” &c. 

The worshipful master give# one rap with gavel, and all 
the brethren are seated. 

JV, M. Brother senior, have you any thing in tbfc west, fot 
the good of Masonry, or this loage in particular ? 

8. JV. Nothing in the west, worshipful 

JV. M. Anything in the aouth, brother junior 1 
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J. W, Nothing in the south, worshipfuL 

W, M. Has any brother present anything to lay before thii 
loiige of entered apprentice Masons 1 [Some brother now pro- 
poses that the minutes of the last meeting be read.] 

fF. M. Brother Secretary, you will read the minutes ol the 
last meeting. 

[Sec. reads as loUows,] 

Sept. 10, 6825. 

Rising Sun Lodge, No. — o})ene(l on the first degree. 

Officerx present. 

Joseph E. Tipple, Master. 

William Gamester, l:>enior JVardsn. 

Simon Jockey, Junior Warden. 

Pt'ter Scrihljle, Secretary. 

John W. Catchpenny, Treasurer. 

Samuel R. Drowers, Senior Deacon. 

Judah C. Hoodwink, Junior Deaevn. 

The Lodge voted $5 for the relief of the widow and orphan 
children of ’t)rotlier Drinkall. 

The bill of brother David Barter (grocer), for candlei 
&c., &C. for the last meeting, $17,94, w'as presented 
ami paid. 

Timothy SeekofBce, Geo. L. Red face, and Josiah Q. Counter- 
feit, were present as visiting brethren, 

Jonathan Lovetavern balloted for, and elected a member in 
ancient fomn 

Received ci brotlier J. Lovetavern, cash $15. 

Brother J. W. Catch})enny pro}j«^8es Mr. James Dupeasy to 
b'^come a Mason and a member of this lodge, w'ho left a de- 
{S>eit of $3. 

Half }ta.st eight o’clock. Lodge called from labour to re- 
freshment.* Nine o’clock ; called from refreshment to labou” 

* Refreshment. — This moans tippling or drinking ; in some lodges it 
18 taught systematically, and performed with mechanic^ accuracy. 
Ttie stewards furnish each ofheer and brother in his place with a glas* 
cf whatever he chooses to <lrink. The master then says, are you all 
charge<i in the west, brother senior ? 

S. W. All cnarged in the west, worshipful. 

W. Jtf. Aj-e you all charged in the south, brother junior? 

/. W All cnarged in the south, worshipful. 

Worshipful master then gives a toast, and then all drink, girhaf • 
rtfn, kiy. 
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A stranger examined, and admitted to sit. A committee ol 
three persona was appointed by the chair, to inquire into the 
character of James Dupeasy, viz. : brother Simon Hatelaw, 
Oliver Playcard, and Joshua Swearwell. 

Half past eleven o’clock. Lodge closed until the next re- 
fular communication.” 

IF. AT. Brethren, you see there was a proposition at our laet 
regular meeting ; how shall we dispose of it ? 

Some brother now proposes that the candidate be balloted 
for. 

fV. M. Brethren, if there are no objections the ballots will 
be sent round. — Brother senior deacon, you will distribute the 
ballota 

Senior deacon places a black and a white ball in the hand 
of each brother present, who is a member of the lodge. 

JV. M. Brethren, we are now about to ballot for James 
Dujij^asv to become a Mason and a member of this lodge. All 
those who are in favour of it will so signify, by putting a white 
ball into this box. All those opposed to it will put in a black 
one. Brother senior deacon, you will collect the ballots. 

Senior deacon presents the ballot box to each member, who 
puts in the atfirinative or negative ball as he may see cause. 

Senior deacon then brings the box to the master, who looks 
Into it, and orders him to carry it to the senior waiden. 

fV, M, How stands the ballots in the west, brother 
senior ? 

S. W. The ballot is clear in the west, worshipful 

W. M. How stands the ballot in the south, brother junior 1 

/. W. The ballot is clear in the south, worshipful. 

fF. M, Brethren, 1 have the pleasure to iniorm you that 
the ballot is clear, and tlie candidate is elected a member of 
this lodge ; — brother semor deacon, you will collect the nega- 
tive balls. 

S. Zl. Collects the balls and returns to his seat. 

W, M. Does any brother know wdiether the candidate hai 
oome on this evening ? 

J. D. Worshipful, he ir below in waiting. 

JV. M. Brother senior and junior deacons, you will prepan 
the candidate for the first degree of Freemasonry, and cause 
Mm to make the regular alarm at the inner door. 

The deacomi now introduce the candidate into the prepara* 
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kion room, and the following short converiation iometlmef 
takes place before the candidate is prepared. 

S. 1). Well, friend, I perceive you look rather pale ; you 
feel somewhat frightened, don’t you ? 

Can, Pale? — No I am not frightened. la your gridiron 
pretty waim to-night? 

J. D. I guess you’ll tliink so in the course of half an hour. 

S. D. Friend, you must have a great deal of fortitude if you 
^jitend to appear in this lodge as a candidate for the mysteries 
if Freemaaomy ! [very gravely.] 

J. D. Yes ; and he must remember, too, that we don’t joke 
with candidates. We shall be under the necessity of adjusting 
his ajmarel more appropriately to fit the occasion. 

S. 1). 0 yes ; but we shall require nothing of you but what 
is absolutely necessaiy. Some of our ceremonies may at first 
sight appear trifling ; but after you have taken the degree you 
will be satisfied that every ceremony is truly mysterious and 
right 

J. D. You will consent, I presume, to conform to all the 
ceremonies which a Washington, a Warren, and a Clinton have 
ione ? Or does your heart fail you ? 

Can. Heart fail ? No 1 my heart is not very apt to fail. 

S. D. Ha, ha, ha ! — no, no ; not if our committee has been 
iorrectly informed as to your stability and courage. 

Can. I ^uesa I gliall be able to stand it 

S. D. W ell, then, you will take otf your coat, shoes, and 
•tockings, also vest and cravat ; and then your pantaloons ; 
we have a pair that wdll become you much better as a M:tsoii, 
[Handing him a pair of red flannel drawers.] The candidate 
by this time begins to sinspect they are jesting with him, but 
being told they are not, he proceeds. 

S. D. You will now slip your left arm out of your shirt- 
sleeve, and put it through the bosom of your shirt, that your 
arm and breast may be naked. 

The candidate now puts on the old red drawers, w'hich are 
prepared for the occasion. The conductor then ties a handker- 
chief or h(jodwink over his eyes, and afterwards puts a rope, 
called a cable-tow, round his neck. The senior deacon now 
returns to the lodge and informs the worshipful master that 
the candidate is prepared. The master gives a rap, which 
brings the lodge to order, and U a signal for ^he junior 
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deacon to make the alarm — which he does hy taking the can* 
didate by the wrist, and raps his knuckles three times, pretty 
hard, against the outside of the door. 

S. D. Then rises in his place, and says, Worshipful, there ii 
an alarm at the door ! 

JV. M, Attenditothe alarm, brother, and see who comes here. 
Senior Deacon steps to the door and raps three times on the 
Iriside j the candidate gives one rap, wliich the senior deacon 
answers. The door is then opened about two inches. 

S. D. Who comes here ? who comes here ? who comes here 1 
J. D. A poor blind candidate, who baa long been desiroui 
of being brought from darkness to light ; he wdshes to receive 
and enjoy part of the rights and benefits of this worshipful 
lodge, erected to God and dedicated to the holy St. Johns ; as 
all true fellows and brothers have done, who have gone thii 
way before liim. 

S. D. Is this of your own free will and accord 1 
J, D. Proinj)t,s the candidate to say, ^ It is.’ 

8, D. Is he duly and truly prepared 1 
/. n. He IS. 

8. D. Is he w'orthy and well qualified I 
/. D. lie is. 

S. I) . Is he of lawful age, and properly vouched for t 
J. D. lie is. 

S. p. By what further right or benefit does he expect to gain 
admission into this lodge of entered apprentice Masons? 

J. D. By being a man, free born, of good report and well 
recommended. 

S. D. Since this is the case, you will let liim wait for a time, 
until the worshipful master in the east is informed of hij 
i^iuest, and his answer returned. 

oenior deacon now returns to the master, and gives three 

laps upon his desk, which the in jister answers by three raps; 

lunior deacon one ; — master one. 

ir. M. Who comes here? who cornea here? who cornea 
here ? 

*S. /). A poor blind candidate, Ac. (The same questions art 
asked and answers returned as at the door.) 

M. You will let him enter this lodge and be received in 
due form. 

D. (Step* to the door, opens it, and says,)— It ij ths 
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V, m •star’s order that the candidate enter this lodge 

rrESStoXi™,-'.. >b. .im. 

point of the compass against his naked left breast 
.S\ D. (To candidate.) Do you feel anything 1 
Junior deacon prompts the candidate, who says 1 do. 

S. D. What do you feel ? ^ 

Can. {'prompted.) A prick. .. 

S. D. As this is a prick to your flesh, may the recollection 
of it be to your mind and conscience, and instant death in the 
case of revolt. — Follow me. 

Senior deacon conducts the candidate to the centre of the 
lodge, and directs him tc kneel for the benefit of the lodge 
prayer. The master gives three raps with a gavel, which 
brings all the brethren upon their feet, and says, Let ni pray 
witlj tlie candidate. 


Prayer. IC. M. “0 thou whose temple we are, on the 
mountain of thy truth, let our sublime edifice display its glory. 
Let the eye of the master meet the sun of liglit as he eiitera 
Let the gi-eater lights, by the help of the less, illuminate the 
whole scene of his duty, and of Iris plea.sure. Behold us with 
thy brightness at this hour leading the young servant into thy 
temple. Like the temple let him be beauteous without and 
aU glorious withiin Let his soul be capacious as thy truth, 
and his affections as pure as the serene heavens when the silent 
moon gives her light. Let him obey as the sun who laboun 
until perfect day with increasing strength ; and let the pur- 
poses of his heart be as the stars that tell of worlds unknown^ 
and are notices of a boundless benevolence. Let him move 


like the heavenly orbs in harmony ; and should he stretch 
across the universe, may he disturb* no soul in his course. 
Within this temple may he be as sacred as the altar, sweet as 
the incense, and pure as the most holy place. Among thy 
ministering servants may he be ready as an angel of God and 
faithful as a beloved son. And when his service is finished, 
may his memory be celebrated by love on the durable monu- 
ments of eternity ; and his reward in the silent, calm joy of 
heaven, be sure from the hand of God, tlie grand master of 
us alL’’ 


* Thu meam, if ths candiciat* should attatapt to run away, x&ay ba 
run against np Fiasmason. 
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After ptRYcr, the maaler, placing his hand upon the candV 
date’s head, says, In whom do you put your trust ? He U 
directed to say in God. The master takes him by the right 
hand, and says, your trust being in God, Your faith is well 
founded. Arise ! follow your leader, and fear no danger. 

The candidate is now conducted with a quick pace around 
the lodge, with the sun ; during which time the master re- 
lumes his place, and reads : 

‘ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren U 
dwell together in unity.’ It is like precious ointment upon 
the head that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, 
that went down the skirts of his garments. As the dew of 
Hermon, and as tlie dew that descended upon the mountains 
of Zion : for there the Lord commanded the blessing even life 
for evermore. 

The reading being finished about the time the candidate has 
made his third evolution around the lodge, he is halted at the 
junior warden’s in the south ; and caiiseil to make the regular 
alarm of three distinct knocks, v hen tlie same questions are 
asked, and answers returned, as at the door. 

The junior warden directs him to the senior warden in the 
west, where the tame questions are asked, and answers re- 
turned, as before. Junior warden directs Ijim to the worship- 
ful master in the east, where the same questions are asked, and 
like answers returned, Ac. 

IV. M. Then inquires, From whence came you I 

S. 1).* From the west, 

IV. M. Which way are you travelling ? 

S. D. To the east 

W. M. Why do you leave the west and travel to the casti 

S. D. lu search of light 

fV. M. Since this is the case, you will conduct him back to 
the west, and place him in the care of the senior w’arden, who 
will teach him to approach the east, the place of light, with 
me regular and upright step to the first step of Masonry, hie 
nody erect, his feet forming the right angle of an oblong 
square. He will then kneel in due fonn to take upon himseli 
the solemn oath and obligation of an entered apprentice Mason. 

* The senior deacon is with the oandidata. and answers aU qu^i Cti oE S 
ht him during the oeremooies. 
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The senior warden receives the candidate at his place and 
leads him up the hall or lodge, to within about two paces of 
the altar, and stops. He directs the candidate to step olT a 
full step with his left foot, and bring up the right’ and place* 
the heel thereof in the hollow' of the left, so that the feet stand 
at right angles. He then steps off w'ith his right foot, and 
kneels upon his naked left knee, so that his left knee forms a 
s<juare, and his right knee also forms a square. His left hand 
is placed W'ith the palm up under the Holy Bible, square and 
compasses (resting upon the altar), and the right hand rests on 
them. 

S. D. Says, Worshipful, the candidate is placed at the altar 
In due form to receive the solemn oath and obligation of an 
entered apprentice Mason. 

Worshipful master now gives three raps with the gavel. At 
this signal the brethren all form a circle as near the candidate 
as their numbers will admit. They approach in breathles* 
silence so as not to apprize the candidate oi their movements, 
fV. M. Now addresses the candidate, — Mr. James Dupeasy, 
you Kneeling at the altar of masonry, for the first time in 
your life. Before we can communicate to you the mysteries 
of Masonry, you must take an obligation that you wiU never 
reveal the secrets of the order. And I assure you, as a mau, 
as a Mason, and as master of this lodge, that it will not inter- 
fere in any way with the duty you owe to your country or your 
Maker. If you are willing to proceed you will repeat your 
Christian and snmame, and say after me. 

Can. James Dupeasy. 

IV. M. Of my own free will and accord — 

Can. Of my own free will and accord. 

JV. M. In presence of Almighty God — 

Can. In presence of Almighty, &c. Thus, sentence by 
•enteuce, and word by word, the candidate repeats after the 
worshipful master until he has taken the following oath : — 

“ I, James Dupeasy, of ray own free will and accord, in pre- 
•ence of Almighty God, and this worshipful lodge of free and 
accepted Masons, erected to God and dedicated to the holy St 
Johns, do hereby and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely 
promise and swear, that I will always hail, ever conceal, and 
lever reveal, any part or parts, art or arts, point or points, of 
the secret arte and mysteries, of ancient Freemasonry, which 
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[ hATo received, am about to receive, or may hereafter be In- 
itructed in, to any person or persons, in the known world ; 
•xcept it be to a true and lawful brother Mason, or within the 
body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such ; and not 
onto him nor unto them, whom I shall hear so to be, but unto 
him and them, only, whom I snail find so to be ; after strict 
trial, and due examination, or lawful information. Further- 
more do I pr(jmise and sw^ear, that I will not write, print, 
•tamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, paint or engrave it, on 
inything moveable, or immoveable, under the whole canopy 
of heaven ; whereby or whereon, the lefist letter, figure, char- 
acter, mark, stain, shadow, or resemhlance of the same, mev 
become legilde, or intelligil)le to myself, or any other perton, 
In the known woild ; wdierehy the secrets of Masonry may 
unlawfully be obtained through my un worthiness. To all 
which I do most solemnly, and sincerely, promise and swear, 
without the least equivocation, mentai reservation, or sell 
evasion of mind in me, whatever ; binding myself under no 
less penalty than to have my throat cut across, from ear to ear, 
my tongue torn out by the roots, and my body buried in ihe 
rough sands of the sea, a cahle-tow’s length from the shore, at 
low water mark, where the tide t*h])s and Ihnvs twice in twenty- 
four hours ; 80 help me God, aud keep me steadfast, in the du8 
performance of the same.” 

IV. M. In token of your sincerity you will now kiss the book 
on which your hand rests. [Candidate kisses the book.] 
fV. M. In your prc'sent situation, what do you most desire t 
Can. (Being prompted, says) * Light^ 

IV. M. Brethren will you stretch forth your hands and assist 
In bringing this candidate from darkness to true masonic light 1 
* And God said, let there be light, and there was light.’ 

At these words, some brother standing near the candidate 
for the purpose, strips off the bandage from his eyes ; and at 
the same instant the brethren give the grand shock. 

The * grand shock’ is given by the brethren clapping their 
hands and stamping their feet at the instant the bandage is 
removed from tne candidate’s eyes. 

After the candidate is brought to light, the master addresses 
him as follows : * Brother, on being brought to light, you first 
discover the three great lights in Masonry, by the assistance of 
the representatives of the three lesser. The three great lights 
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(n MasonTT- are the Holy Bible, square, and compasses ; and 
are thus explained : the Holy Bible is given to us as a rule and 
guide to our faith and practice ; the Square to square our 
actions ; and the Compasses to keep us in due bounds with all 
mankind; but more especially with the brethren. 

These three burning tapers 8tan<ling in a triangidar form, 
are the representatives of the three lesser lights in Masonry. 
They represent the Sun, Moon, and Master of the Lodge ; 
and teacn us this hnportant lesson, viz. : as the sun rules the 
day, and the moon governs the night, so ought the worshipful 
maister to endeavour to rule and govern his lodge. 

The master then steps back a few paces, and the senior 
deacon addresses the candidate as follows : — 

S. D. You now behold the master approaching you from 
the east, under the step, sign, and due-guard of an entered 
apprentice Mason. 

The master steps off with his left foot, brings the heel of tbs 
right into the hollow thereof, so tiiat his feet form aright angle. 

He then gives the sign and due-guard, as before described, 
and explains them to the candidate. [See plate 4, fig. 1, 2.] 

IV. M. Advancing to the candidate, says, — In token of 
friendship and brotherly love, I now present you with jny 
right hand ; and with it you will receive the grip and word of 
an entered apprentice Mason. Take me a.s* I taxe you. [See 
plate 4, fig. 6.j As you are not instructed, brother, Senior 
deacon, you will answer for him. 

Q. Wnat is that ? 

A. A grip. 

Q. A grip of what ? 

A. The grip of an entered apprentice MasozL 
Q. Has it a name ? 

A. It has. 

Q, Will you give it to me ? 

A, I did not so receive it, ueithfr can I ao impart Ik 
Q. What will you do with it ? 

A. Letter it, or halve it 
Q. Halve it, and begin. 

A. You begin. 

Q. Begin yon. 

A BO 
g. AA 
A. BOjlZ 
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Master says, Right, brother Boax. I ^eet you- [It Is tha 
name of the left hand pillar of the porca of King Solomon's 
temple.] Arise, brother Boaz, and salute the junior and senior 
wardens, and convince them that you have been regularly 
initiated as an entered apprentice Mason, and have got the 
sign, grip, and word. The master returns to his seat, while 
the wardens are examining the candidate, and gets a lamb- 
skin, or white apron, and presents it to the candidate, saying, 
Brother, I now present you with a lamb-skin, or white apron. 
It is an emblem of innocence and the badge of a Mason. It 
has been worn by kings, princes, and potentates of the earth 
who have never been ashamed to wear it It is more honour- 
able than the diadems of kings, or the pearls of princesses, 
when worthily worn. It is more ancient than the golden 
fleece, or Roman eagle ; more honourable than the Star and 
Garter, or any other order that can be conferred on you at this, 
or any other time, except it be by a just and lawfully consti- 
tuted lodge. You will carry it to the senior warden in the 
west, who will teach you how to wear it, as an entered appren- 
tice Mason. The senior w'arden ties the apron on, and tumi 
up the flap, instead of letting it fall dowm in front of the top 
of the apron. This is the way the entered apprentice Masons 
wear, or ought to wear, their aprons, until they are advanced. 

The candidate is now conducted to the master in the east, 
who says, ‘ Brother, as you are dressed, it is necessary you 
should have tools to work with. I will now present you with 
the working tools of an entered apprentice Mason, which are 
the twenty-four inch guage, and common gavel ; the twenty- 
four inch guage, an instrument with which operative Masons 
measure and lay out tlieir work ; but we. as free and accepted 
Masons, make use of it for a more noble and glonous purpose. 
It being divided into tweuty-four ec^ual parts, is emblematical 
of the twenty -four hours of the day, which we are taught to 
divide into three equal parts ; whereby are found eight noun 
for the service of God, aud a worthy, distressed brother ; eight 
for our usual vocation, and eight for refreshment and sleep. 
The common gavel is an instrument made use of by operative 
Masons, to break off corners of rough stones, the better to fit 

•T)i« mafltAr’* oarpet is here placed on the floor before the 
mkI the working tools oi ea entered ^prentioe are pointed 
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(hem for th« builder^s ui« ; but we, as free and accepted 
Mason*, use it for the more noble and ^loriou* purpose of 
divesting our hearts and consciences of all the vicoe and super- 
fluities of life ; thereby fitting our mind, as livdng stones, for 
that spiritual • building, that house not niade with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. I also present you with a new name. 
It is Cautiom It teaches you that, as you are barely instructed, 
in the rudiments of Masonry, that you should be cautious ovei 
all your words and actions, particularly when before the 
enemies of Masonry. 

W. M. (To candidate.) Brother, agreeable to an ancient 
custom adopted among aU regular Masons, it is necessary 
that you should be requested to deposit something in this 
lodge, of the metallic kind ; not for its intrinsic worth, or 
value, but that it may be laid up in the archives of the lodge, 
as a memorial that you w'as here made a Mason. A small 
trifle will be sufficient ; any thing of a metallic kincL 
The candidate says he has no money about him. If you 
have no money, any thing of a metallic nature will do, even 
a button will be suthcienU It is known he has no money. 
Search yourself, the master replies. He is assisted in 
searching ; nothing U found. Perhaps you can borrow a 
trifle, says the master. He tries to borrow ; none will lend 
him. He proposes to go into the other room, where his 
clothes are, but is not permitted. If a stranger, he is very 
much embarrassed. [Master then says,] Brother, let this aver 
be a striking lesson, to teach you, if you should ever see a 
friend, but more especially a brother, in a like pennylesj 
situation, to contribute as liberally to his relief as his situation 
may require, and your abilities will atlmit, without material 
injury to yourself or family. Brother (to senior deacon,) You 
will conduct the candidate back from whence he came, and 
uavest him of what he has been divested ; and let him return 
for further instruction. 

The candidate is now invested of what he has been divested . 
returns to the lodge, and is placed in the north-cast comer of 
the lodge, as the youngest enlereti apprentice Mason,* and u 

* Sometimes the canflidate is oonducte^lto the east where themaaiar 
Is seated upou xu eleration of three atope. He ia allowed to aaoeod 
e&e etop, when the master addroeeee hdu above. 
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told by the worshipful master that he there stands t correcl 
upright Mason ; and must ever conduct himself as sucIl He 
then takes his seat. (But by the time he gets seated, he it 
saluted by tiie secretary of the lodge, in a very friendly and 
brotherly manner, who wants a little more of the metallio— 
fourteen dollars will do this time.) 

The business of the lodge being now about through, th# 
secretary is called upon to read the minutes. 

JV. M. Then says, if there is no more business before this 
lo<l^e I shall proceed to close. 

The master of the lodge, who of course must be a past 
master, is bound by the past master^s oath, never to close a 
lodge over which he may preside, without givii^ or causing 
to be given, a lecture, or some part of one. The brethren 
are all seated as in opening ; and the lecture commences, a# 
follows : — 

Lectorb. Section First. 

W. M. Brother senior warden, from whence came you, as ai 
•ntered ap^[)rentice Mason ? 

S. W. From a lodge of the Holy St. Johns of Jerusalem. 

}V. M. What came you here to do ? 

S. W. To learn to subdue my passions and improve myself 
In Masonry. 

W. M. You are a Mason then, I conclude ? 

S. W, I am so taken, and accepted, among brothers and 
fellows. 

W. M. How do you know you are a Mason ? 

S. JV. By being often tried, and never denied, and I am 
ready and willing to be tried again. 

M. How shall I know you to be a Mason ? 

5. fF’. By signs, tokens, a word, and the perfect points of 
•ntrance. 

fV. M. What are signs t 

S. W. Right an gles, horizontals, and perpendiculara 
. M. Give me the sign. [See plate 4, fig. 1.] 

^ . Af. To what does that sign allude ? 

5. W. Right angles allude to the manner in which my 
hands were placed wdien I received the oath and obligation of 
an entered apprentice Ma-^on, my left hand supporting the 
Holy Biblc^ square, and conq asses ; my right hand resting 
tWooA. Honzontals and perpendiculam [3m plate 4i, flg. I J 
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fcll ade to the penalty of the obligation ; when I BWor« I would 
hcive my throat cut across from ear to ear, my tongue tom out 
by the roots, and my body buried in the rough sands of the 
sea, a cable’s length from shore, at low water mark, where the 
tide ebbs and llowa twice in twenty-four hours. 

IV. M. Thank you, brother. What are tokens ? 

S. W. Certain friendly grips, whereby one brother can tell 
another, in the dark, as well as in the liglit. 

W. M. Give me a token. [See plate 4 , fig. 6.] 

W. M. What is that ? 

S. IV. A grip. 

IV. M. A grip of what ? 

S. W. A grip of an entered apprentice Mason. 

W. M. Has it a name ? 

S. W. It has. 

W. M. Will you give it me I 

S. JV. I cannot. I did not so receive it, neither can I so 
Impart it. 

W. M. How will you then dispose of it 1 
S. IV. I will halve it, or letter it. 

W. M. Letter it, and begin. 

S. IV. No, you begin. 

W. M. No, begin you. 

S. IV. A 
W. M. B 
S. JV. O 
JV. M. Z 
S. W. BO 
IV. M. AZ. 

S. JV. BOAZ. 

JV. M. Right, brother Boaz, I greet yon. 

JV. M. Where was you first prepared to be oiade a Ma- 
son ? 

JV. In my heart 

JV. M. Where was you secondly prepared t 
S. JV. In a room adjacent to the body of a just and lawfully 
constituted lodge. 

JV. M. How was you prepared 1 

S. JV. 1 was divested of all metallic substance ; neither 
naked, nor clothed, barefoot, nor shod ; hood- winked ; with 
a cable- tow about my neck ; in which situation, I was led to 

Q 
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ihe door of the lodge, by one whom I afterwarde found to be o 
brother. 

IF. M. How did you know this to be a door, you being 
hood-winked ? 

S. W. By first meeting resistance, and aftcrw'ards gaining 
admittance. 

W. M. I low gained you admission ? 

]V. By three distinct knocks without, which were an- 
Bwered by three from within. 

IV. M. What was there said to you t 

S. W. Who comes here ? who comes here 7 who comes here 1 

W. M. Your answer 7 

S. IV. One wlio has long been desirous of being brought 
from darkness to light ; and wishes to receive and enjoy 
part of the rights and benefits of this w’orsliipful lodge, erected 
to God, and dedicated to the holy St. Johns, as all true 
fellows and brothers have done, who have gone this way 
before. 

IV. M. What further was said to you t 

S, W. Is it of your own free will and accord 7 Is he duly 
and truly prepared 7 Is he wmrthy, and well qualified 7 Is he 
of lawful age, and properly vouched for 7 All of which being 
answered in the affinnative, it was asked, By what further 
right or benefit, does he expect to obtain this favour 7 

W. M. Your answer 7 

S. IV. By being a man, free-bom, of good report, and well 
recommended. 

\V. M. What was then said to you ? 

S. W. Let him wait until the worshipful master be informed 
of liia request, and his answ'er returned. 

W. M. What w’as his answer returned ? 

S. IV. Let him enter and be received in due form. 

W. M. What was that due form 7 

S. JV. I was received upon a sharp pointed instrumeul 
piercing my naked left breast 

IV. M. What was then said to you t 

S. JV. Do you feel anything I 

IV. M. Your answer 7 
IF. I do. A prick. 

IV. M. What w as then said to you T 

^ IF . Aj thii ia a prick to your Ileah, to may the rtcollep> 
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t!on bf; to your mind and conscience, and mstanw death in ca^e 
of revolt, 

JV. M. IIow waJ3 you then disposed of? 

S. W. I was conducted to tne centre of the lodge, and 
there caused lo kneel for the benefit of lodge p-rayer 

fV, M. Alter prayer wliat was said to you ? 

S. }V In whom do you put your trust ? 

V/. Af. Your ansvs'ex i 

S. ir. In (iod. 

M. How w'as you tlien disposed oft 

S. IV. I was told my trust being in God, my faith was well 
foun<!evL Being taken hy the right hand, 1 was oidercd to 
arise, follow my leader, and fear no danger. 

IK. M. Where did you follow your leader? 

S. JV. Three times round the lodge to the junior warden’s 
tn the south, where the same questions were asked and 
wiswers retiimed, as at the door. 

IK. M. How did the Junior warden dispose of you ? 

S. JV. He uiiected me to be conducted to the senior wanlen 
In the west, wiiere the same questions were asked and answer# 
returned as before. 

IK. M. How did the senior wanlen dispose of you ? 

S. JV. He directed me to the worshipful master in the east, 
where the same questions were asked and answ'ered. 

IK. M. How did the worshipful master dispose of you ? 

S. JV. He ordered me to be conducted hack to the west, 
from whence I came, and put in care of the senior warden, 
who would teach rufi how to approach the east, the place (d 
light, by advancing upon one upright regular step, to the tiist 
%teD, my feet forming the right angle of an oblong squaie, my 
body erect at the altar before the worshipful master. 

IK. M. What did the worshipful master do witn you? 

(S. JV. He made me a Mason in due form. 

IK. M. What was that due form ? 

S. JV. Kneeling upon my naked left knee ; my right fonn- 
ing a square ; my left hand supporting the Holy Bible, square 
fcnd compasses, my right resting thereon. In this situation I 
took upon myself the solemn oath and obligation of an entered 
apprentice Mason, wliich is follows — [lUre the re- 

ptated.] 
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fF. Af. After receiving the obligation, wnat waa then said to 

you t 

S, W. What do you most desire t 

W. M. What was your answer ? 

8. W. Light. 

IV. M. Did you receive that light ? 

S. IV. I did, by order* ot the worshipful master, with th« 
issistance of the brethren. 

W, Af. After being brought to light, what did yim first dis- 
cover ? 

S. W. The three great lights in Masonry, by the assistance 
of the representatives of the three lesser. 

W, M. What were those three great lights in Masonry ? 

S. W. The Holy Bible, enuare, and compasses. 

W. M. How are they explained ? 

S. IV. The Holy Bible is given to us as a rule to guide our 
faith ; the square to square our actions ; and the cunqiassea 
U) circumscribe our desires, and keep us in due bounds with 
ail mankind, but more especiallv with a brother Mason. 

IV. M. What were the three lesser lights ? 

S. IV. Three buniing tapers, or candles, 

W. M. What do they represent ? 

S. IV. The sun, moon, and master of the lodge, 

W. Af. How are they explained ? 

S. W, As the sun rules the day, and the moon governs the 
night, so ought the worshipful ma-stcr to rule and govern his 
lou^e witfh equal regularity. 

n. Af. What did you next discover? 

S. W. The worshipful master approaching me from the 
east, under the step, sign, and due-guard of an entered 
apprentice Mason, wlio presented me with his right hand, in 
token of brotherly love and esteem, and proceeded to give me 
the grip and wmrd of an entered apprentice Mason ; and bid 
me arise go and salute the junior and senior wardens, and con 
vince them, I was an initiated entered apprentice Masoiu 

W. M. What did you next discover ? 

S, W. The worshipful master approaching me a second 
taie from the east, wno presented me with a lamb-skin, or 
white leather apron, whicn he said was an emblem of inno- 

• It will bo obeorrod, that tho master always ordors the sutordinaU 
lAoert and broihraa. aod no**' requoou. 
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wnce and the badge of a Mason : that it had been worn by 
kin^, princes, and potentates of the earth ; that it was more 
ancient than the golden fleece, or Roman Eagle ; more honor- 
able than the star, or garter, or any other order, that could be 
conferred on me, at that, or any time thereafter, by king, 
prince, potentate, or any other person, except he be a ^lason ; 
and bade me carry it to the senior warden in the west, who 
would teach me how to wear it, as an entered apprentice 
Mason. 

fF. M, What was next presented you ? 

S. JV. The working tools of an entered apprentice Mason. 

IV. M. What were they 1 

S. W. The twenty-four inch gauge, and common gaveL 

W. M. How were they explained ? 

S. JV. The twenty-four inch guage is an instrument made 
use of by operative Masons, to measure and lay out their work ; 
but we, as Free and accepted Masons, are taught to make use 
of it, for the more noble and glorious purpose of dividing our 
time. The twenty-four inches on the guage are emblematical 
of the twenty-four liours of tlie day, which we are taught to 
divide into three equal parts ; whereby we find eight hours for 
the service of God, and a distressed worthy brother ; eight for 
our usual vocation ; and eight for refreshment and sleep. The 
common gavel is an instrument made use of by operative 
Masons, to break off the comers of rough stones, the better to 
fit them for the builder’s use ; but we, as free and accepted 
Masons, are taught to make use of it for the more noble and 
glorious purpose of divesting our hearts and consciences cf all 
the vices ana superlliiities of life ; thereby fitting our minds, 
as living stones lor that spiritual building, that house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

PV, M, What was you next presented with ? 

S. JV. A new name. 

JV. M. What was that T 

S. JV. Caution. 

JV. M. What does it teach t 

S. JV. It teaches me, as I was barely Instmcted in the rudi- 
ments of Masonry, that I should be cautious over all my 
words, and actions ; especially when before its enemies^ 

JV. M. What was you next presented with I 

& fV. Three precious jewels. 
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fV. Af. What were they 1 

8. ly. A listening ear; a silent tongue; and a faithful 
heart 

fV. M. What do they teach t 

S. W. A listening ear teaches me to listen to the instructions 
of the worshipful master, but more especially to the cries of a 
rorthy, distressed brother. A silent tongue teaches me to be 
silent in the lodge, that the peace and harmony thereof may 
not be disturbed ; but more especially before the enemies of 
Masonry. A faithful heart, that 1 should be faithful, and 
keep and conceal the secrets of Masonry, and those of a brother, 
when delivered to me in ctuirge as such, that they niay remain as 
ucure and inviolable in my breast, as in his own, before com- 
municated to me. 

fV. M. What w.as you next presented with I 

S. W. The grand master’s check word 

W. M. What was that ? 

S. W. * Truth: 

W. M. How explained ? 

S. W. Truth is a divine ittrihute, and the foundation of 
every virtue. To be good and true, are the first lessons we are 
taugnt in Masonry. On this theme we contemplate and by 
its dictates endeavour to regulate our conduct ; hence, while 
influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown 
amongst us. Sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us; and 
the heart and tongue join in promoting each other’s welfare, 
and rejoicing in each other’s prosperity. 

W. k Wiat followed ? 

S. W. The worshipful master in the east made a demand of 
me of something of a metallic kind, which he said was not so 
much on account of its intrinsic value, as that it might be de- 
posited in the archives of the lodge, as a memorial that I had 
therein been made a Mason, but upon strict seiirch I hnmd 
myself entirely destitute, 

W, M. How did the worshipful master tlien dispose of you I 

S. IV. He ordered me to be conducted out of the lodge, and 
invested of w hat I had been divested, and returned for further 
Instructiona 

W. M, After you returned how was you disposed of? 

S. ^V. I was conducted to the north-east comer of the lodge, 
tnd there caused to itand upright like a man, my feet forming 
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A square, and received a solemn injunction, ever to wal> atiO 
act uprightly before God and man, and in addition thereto re- 
ceive the charge. 


Second Section. 

W. M. Brother, yon have satisfied me as it respects youv. 
initiation, but there remains many things, yet unexplained, 
therefore I should like to know the reason why you wa* 
divested of all metallic substance ? 

B. IV Because Masonry regards no man on account of his 
worldly wealth or honours ; it is therefore the internal an<l 
not the external qualifications tliat recommends a man to 
Masons. 

W. M. A second reason 1 

S. IV. There was neither the sound of an axe, hammer, or 
any other metal tool heard at the building of King Solomon’s 
temple. 

IV, M, How could so stupendous a fabric be erected without 
the sound of axe, hammer, or any other metal tool ? 

S. W, All the stones were hewed, squared, and numbered in 
the quarries where they were raised, all the timbers felled and 
prepared in the forests of Lebanon, and carried down to Joppa 
on floats, and taken from tlience up to Jerusalem and set up 
with wooden malls, prepared for that purpose : which, when 
completed, every part tliereof fitted with tliat exact nicety 
that it had more tiie resemblance of the handy w^orkmanship 
of the Supreme Architect of the Universe than of human 
hands, 

W. Af. Why was you neither naked not clothed ? 

S. W. As I was an object of distress at that time, It was to 
remind me if ever I saw a friend, more especially a brother, in 
A like distressed situation, that I should contribute as liberally 
to bis relief as his situation required and my abilities would 
Admit, without material to myself or family. 

W. M. Why was you neither barefoot nor shod 1 

S. IV, It was an ancient Israelitish custom adopted among 
Masons ; and we read in the Book of Ruth concerning theii 
mode and manner of redeeming and changing, * for to confirm 
aU things, a man plucked off his shoe and gave it to his neigh- 
bour, and this wa* testimony in IsraeL* This then, therefore, 
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w do Id confirmation of a token, and a« a pledge of oui 
fidelity ; thereby signifying that we will renounce our own 
will in all things, auid become obedient to the laws of our an- 
cient institutions. 

ir. M. Why was von hood-winked? 

8, ly. That my heart might be taught to conce^d, befora 
my eyes beheld, the beauties of Masonry. 

fV. M. A second reason ? 

S, IF As 1 was in darkness at that time it was to remind 
me that I should keep the whole world so respecting Masonry. 

fV. M. Why had you a cable-tow about your neck ? 

IF. For two reasons ; first, had I not submitted to the 
manner and mode of my initiation, that I might have been led 
out of the lodge without seeing the form and beauties thereof ; 
secondly, had I recanted before being o1)ligatecl, and made my 
escape, tlie people in the streets would have thought me either 
a crazy or a madman ; and some worthy Mason, know ing my 
situation would have led me back to the lodge. 

IF. M. Why did you give three distinct knocks at the door? 

S. IF. To alarm the lodge, and let the worshipful master, 
wardens, and brethren kuowjhat a poor blind candidate prayed 
admission. 

IF. M. What does those three distinct knocks allude to ? 

S. W. A certain passage in Scripture, wherein it says, * Ask, 
and it shall be given; seek, and ye shall find; knock, ano it 
shall be opened unto you.' 

W. M. How did you apply this to your then case In 
Masonry I 

S. IF. I asked the recommendations of a friend to become a 
Mason, I sought admission through his recommendations, and 
knocked, and the door of Masonry opened unto me. 

\F. M. Why was you caused to enter on the point of some 
sharp instrument pressing your naked left breast f 

*:>. IF. As this was a prick to my flesh, so might the recol- 
lection of it ever be to my heart and conscience if ever I 
attempt to reveal the secrets of Masonry unlawfully. 

IF. M. Why was you conducted to the centre of the lodge 
and there caused to tneel for the benefit of a prayer ? 

S. IF. Before entering on this, or any other great and impor- 
tant undertaking it is bnghly necessary to iiQploro a blasting 
from Deity. 
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IV. M. Wliy was you asked in whom you put your trust ? 

S. IV. Agreeable to the laws of our ancient institution, no 
atheist could be made a Mason ; it was therefore necessary 
that I should profess a belief in Deity ; otherwise, no oath or 
obligation could bind me. 

W. M. M by did the worshipful master take you by the 
right hand, and bid you rise, follow your leader, and fear no 
danger ? 

<S’. W. As I was in darkness at that time and could neither 
foresee nor avoid danger, it was to remind me that I was in 
the hands of an affectionate friend, in whose fidelity I might 
with safety confide. 

IV, M. Why was you conducted three times regularly round 
the lodge ? 

S. Iv. That the worshipful master, wardens, and brethren 
might see that I was duly and truly prepared. 

PV. M. Why did you meet with those several obstructions 
on the way ? 

S. JV. This, and every other lodge, is, or ought to be, a true 
representation of king Solomon’s temple, whicli, when com- 
pleted, had guards stationed at the east, west, and south gates ] 

iV, M, Why had they guards stationed at those several 

gates 7 

S. W. To prevent any from passing or repassing that was 
not duly qualified. 

W. M. Why did you kneel on your left knee, and not on 
your right, or both 7 

S. fV. The left side has ever been considered the weakest 
part of the body; it was therefore to remind me that the part 1 
was then taking upon me was the weakest part of Masonry, it 
being that only of an entered apprentice. 

M. Why was your right hand placed on the Duly Bible, 
square, and compass, and not your left, or both 1 

S. fV. The right hand has ever been considered the seat of 
fidelity, and our ancient brethren worshipped Deity under the 
name of Fides, which has sometimes been represented by two 
right hands joined together, at others, by two human figures 
holding each other by the right hand ; the right hand, there- 
fore, we use in this great and important undertaking to signify. 
In the strongest manner possible, the aincority of our intentioni 
in th« bufiness we are engaged. 
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FT’. M. Why did the worshipful master present you with f 
lAmbekin or a white apron ] 

S. jy. The lambskin has, In all aeea, been deemed an eiu* 
blem of innocence ; he, therefurc, w ho wears the lambskin, as 
a badge of a Mason, is thereby continually reminded of that 
purity of life and rectitude of conduct which is so essentially 
neceasary to our gaining admission into the Cedestial Lodge 
above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. 

JF, M. Why did the master moke a demand of you of 
•omething of a metallic nature ? 

W. As I was in a poor and penniless situation at that 
time, it was to remind me if ever 1 saw a friend, but more 
especially a brother, in the like poor and penniless situation, 
that I should contribute as liberally to his relief as my abilities 
would admit and his situation required, without injuring my- 
self or family. 

W. M. Why was you conducted to the north-east comer of 
the lodge, and there caused to stand upright like a man, your 
feet forming a square, receiving at the same time a solemn 
charge ever to walk and act uprightly before God and man? 

(S. W. The first stone in every masonic edifice is, or ought 
to be, placed at the north-east comer, that being the place where 
an entered apprentice Mason receives his first instructions to 
build his future masonic edifice upon. 

Third Section. 

W. M. We have been saying a good deal about a lodge. 1 
want to know what constitutes a lodge ? 

S. IV. A certain number of free and accepted Masons, duly 
assembled in a room, or place, with the Holy Bible, square 
and compass, and other masonic implements, wdth a charter 
from tlie grand lodge em])Owering tliem to work. 

W. M. Where did our ancient brethren meet before lodges 
were erceted ? 

S. TV. On the highest hills and in the lowest vales, 

W. M. Why on the highest hills and in the low est vales ? 

S. IV. The better to guard against cowans and enemies, 
either ascending or descending, that the brethren might have 
timely notice of their approach to prevent being surprised. 

W, AT. Whit is the form of your lodge I 
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A JV. An oblong square 
W. M. How long ] 

S. W. From east to west 
W. M. How wide ? 

S. W. Between north and .south. 

W, M. How high I 

S. W. From the surface of the earth to the highest heaven. 
W, M. How deep ? 

S. W. From the surface to the centre. 

W. M. What gu]>port 8 your lodge? 

S. IV. Three large columns or pillara 
IV. M. What are their name* ? 

.S?. JV. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. 
fV. M. Why 80? 

S. fV. Because it is necessary there should be wisdom to 
contrive, strength to support, and beauty to adorn all great 
Mid important undertakings ; but more e.specially this of oura 
yy. M. Has your lodge any covering ? 

S IV. It has ; a clouded canopy, or starry-decked heaven, 
^ hert* all good Masons hope to arrive. 

If' M. How do they hope to arrive there? 

f'V. By the assistance of Jacob’s ladder. 

If' M. How many principal rounds ha* it got! 

S. IV. Three. 

IV. M. What are their names? 

IV. Faith, Hope, and Charity. 

M. What do they teach ? 

S. IV. Faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all 
mankind. 

If' M. Has your lodge any furniture ? 

S. yV. It has ; the Holy Bible, square, and compasses. 

If'. M. To w hom are tliey dedicated ? 

W. The Bilde to Qod, the square to the master, and the 
c jmpasses to the craft. 

W. M. How explained \ 

S. IV. The Bible to God, it being the inestimable giit of God 
to man, for his instruction, te guide him through the rugged 
paths of life ; the square to the master, it being the proper 
emblem of his office; the compasses to the craft, by a due 
attention to which we are taught to limit our desires, curb 
om ambition, subdue our irregular appetites, and keep our 
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^•Asainns and prejudices in due bounds with all manUnd, bot 
more especially with the brethren. 

Jr. Ai. Has your lodge any ornaments t 
S. JV. It has ; the Mosaic or che(piered pavement ; the b.- 
dented tassel, that beautiful tasselated border which surrounds 
it ; with the blazing star in the centre. 
ly. M. What do they represent ? 

S. W. The Mosaic or chequered pavement represents this 
world, which, though chequered over with good and evil, yet 
brethren may walk together thereon ^nd not stumble ; the 
indente*! tassel, with tlie blazing star in the centre, the mani- 
fold blessings and comforts with which we are surrounded in 
this life, but more especially those wliich we 'hope to enjoy 
hereafter ; the blazing star, that prudence which ought to 
appear cons})i('Uou8 in the conduct of every mason, but more 
especially commemorative of the star which appeared in the 
east, to guide the wise men to Bethlehem, to proclaim the 
birth and the presence of the Son of God 
W. M. lias your lodge any lights ? 

S. yV. It has three. 

W. M. How are they situated ? 

8, yV. East, west, and south. 

W. Af. Has it none in the north 1 
8. W. It has not 
W. M. Why so ? 

8. W. Because this, and every other lodge Is, or ought to 
be, a true representation of king Solomon’s temple, which was 
situated north of the eliptic ; the sun and moon, therefore, 
darting their rays from the south, no light was to be expected 
from the north ; we, therefore, masonically, term the north s 
place of darkness. 

W, Af, Has your lodge any jewels ? 

8. W. It has six ; three moveable and three immoveable. 

W. M. What are the three moveable jewels ? 

8. yV. The square, level, and plumb. 

TV. Af. What do they teach ? 

8, yy. The square, mortality; the level, equality; and the 
plumb, rectitude of life and conduct 

yy. Af. What are the three immoveable jewels ? 

8, W, The rough aahlar, the perfect ashlar, and the treetle- 
board. 
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fV. M. What aie they ? 

S. }V. The rough ashlar is a stone in its rough and natural 
date ; the perfect aslilar is also a stone, made ready by the 
A'orking tools of the fellow craft, to be adjusted in the build- 
ing ; and the trestle-board is for the master workman to draw 
his plans and designs upon. 

M. What do they represent t 
JF. The rough ashlar represents man in his rude and 
unperfect s ate by nature ; the perfect ashlar also represents 
man in the state of perfection, to which we all hope to arrive, 
by means of a virtuous life and education, our own endeavours, 
and the blessing of God. In erecting our temporal building, 
we pursue the plans and designs laid down by the master 
workman on his trestle-boar<l ; but in erecting our spiritual 
building, we pursue tlie plans an<l designs laid down by the 
Supreme Geometrician of the Universe, in the book of naturs 
which we, masonically, term our spiritual trestle-board. 

W. M. Whom did you serve I 
S. IV. lly master. 

IT. M. How long 1 
S. W. Six days. 

W. M. What did you serve him with t 
S. fV. Freedom, fervency, and zeaL 
fV. M. What do they represent ] 

S. W. Chalk, charcoiU, and clay. 

W. M. Why so ] 

S. IV. There is nothing freer than chalk; the slightest 
touch of which leaves a trace beliind ; nothing more fervent 
than charcoal ; for when properly heated, it will cause the 
most obdurate metals to yield ; nothing more zealous than 
clay, or earth, to bring forth. 

IV. M. How is your lodge situated 1 
S. JV. Due east and west. 

IV. M. Why so 1 

S. IV. Because the sun rises in the east and sets in the west 
fV. M. A second reason 't 

S. IV. Because the gospel was first preached in the eaat^ 
and is spreading to the west. 
fU. M, A third reason? 

5. IV. The liberal arts and sciences began In the east, and 
aw extending to the west 
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fV, M. A fourth r^asm ? 

S. W. Because all church js aud chapols arc, or ought tc 
be, BO Bitaated. 

W. M, Why are all churches acd chapjis so situated ? 

S. W, B !caus 0 king Solomon's temple was so situa^ied. 

W. M. Why was king Solomon’s temple so situated ? 

S. \V. Bocauso Moboh, after conducting tlu children of 
Israel through the Red Sea, by divine command, erected 
a tabernacle to God ; and placed it due east and west ; 
which was to commemorate to the latevt posterity, that 
miraculous east wind, that wrought their mighty deliver- 
ance ; and this was an exact model of Solomon’s temple. Since 
that time, every well regulated aud governed lodge, is or ought 
to be 80 situated. 

TV. M, To whom did our ancient brethren dedicate their 
lodges ? 

S. W. To king Solomon. 

IV. M. Why 80 ] 

S. IV, Because king Solomon was our most ancient grand 

master. 

W. M. To whom do modern Masons dedicate their 
lodges ? 

S. W, To St John the Baptist, and St John the Evan- 
gelist 

W. M. Why so ? 

S. IV. Because they were the two riiost eminent Chris- 
tian patrons of Masonry ; and since their time, in every well 
regulated and govenied lodge, there baa been a certain point 
within a circle, W’hich circle is bounded on the ea<t and west, 
by two perpendicular parallel lines, representing the aiiniver- 
aary of St John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist; 
who were perfect parallels, as well in Masonry, as Christianity ; 
on the vertex of which resta the book of the holy scripturea, 
supporting Jacob’s ladder ; which ii said to reach the waterv 
clouds ; aud in passing round this circle, we naturally touen 
on both tliese perpendicular parallel lines, as w'ell as the book 
♦f the holy scriptures ; and while a Mason keeps himself thui 
lircumscxibed, he cannot materially err. 

The lecture ba'ng en led, ro u ^ brother propo ties that the 
lodge be closed. 
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W. M. If there is no more business before the lodge, w« 
shall proceed to close. 

Nothing further being offered, the worshipful master gives 
one rap with his gavel, which brings the junior deacon on hii 
feet, and says. Brother junior, the last, as well as the hrst care 
of congregated Masons ? 

J. D. To see the lodge tylod, worahipfuL 

W, M, Attend to that part of your duty, and inform the 
lyler that we are about to close tliis lodge of entered apprentice 
Masons. 

Junior deacon steps to the door and informs the tyler the 
lodge is about to be closed, and directs liim to tyle accord- 
ingly ; he then returns to his seat and says. We are tyletl, 
worshipful 

W. M. How tyled ? 

/. D. With secrecy and brotherly ^OTe ; also a brother of 
this degree without the door, with a dtawn tiwrd in his hand 

W. M. His duty tliere ] 

D, To keep off all cowa’os* and eaves-droppers, to 

• This word ii not to hf' in any hoxi-^on. that I have ever seen ; 

nor could I ever find any Mason bright enou^^n lo give me its definition 
or meaning. I shall venture to hazard a conjecture of its etymolocy ; 
Tiz. that it is of French origin, and was written Chouan ; and the h 
omitted by being pronounced in English, without o.'ipirating it, agreo- 
able to Cockney pronunciation. The Chouans wore loyal Uts during the 
French revolution, and the most determined and inveterate enemies of 
the CharitahUs, — Robespierre, BilJaud, Varennos, Callot d llerbois, 
the Duke of Orleans, and all the rest of their blood-thirsty gang. The 
Chouans were worse than oavos-droppers to the Masons : who (it is no» 
well settled by history) oriyituiied the lUoohUioa in their Masonic lodges, 
with the infamous Duke of Orleans at their head. The Chouans were 
a party connected with the several parties of armed royalists of Poitou 
and Basse Bretagne, distinguished by the titles of Les Charettistos, Lea 
Vendeen, Les Chapours, Les Chouans, 1 x 38 Brigands, de la Vendee, Les 
Corneurs, Les Faction des dovots— dola more de dieu, — des Epouseurs 
de Proly, &,c. ; all of whom were of course opposed to the Mosotis, and 
the most inveterate of them the Chouans. Hence, probably, all oppo* 
eers of Masons were afterwards designated by the terra Chouan, (pro- 
nouncing the ch like k.) In like manner, after Morgan was murdered, 
ail who wore opposed to Masonry were called Monjanites, or Morgan 
men. This was the appellation given the Anti-masons in various parts 
of the Union, I believe. So much for Cowans. If this is the etymo- 
logy of the term, there are already in this country more Cowans than 
Masons , and it may wall b« oonaidered the first duty of Masons to 
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that none pass or repass but such as ore duly qualified, and 
liave permission from the chair. 

Worshipful master then gives two raps with hia gavel, 
which brings all the subordinate officers on their feet; and 
each, standing in his place, recites his duty, as follows ; 

iV. M. The junior deacon^s place in the lodge ? 

J. D. At the right, in front of the senior warden in the 
rest. 

W. M. Your duty there, brother junior? 

i7. D. To carry messages from tlie senior warden in the 
west, to the junior warden in the south ; and elsewhere about 
the lodge, as he may direct. 

W. M. The senior deacon’s place in tlie lodge? 

S. D, At tlie right, in front of the worshipful master in the 
east. 

ly. M. Your duty there, brother senior ? 

S. D. To carry messages from the worshipful master in the 
east, to the senior warden in the west ; and elsewhere about 
the lodge, as he may direct ; to assist iti the preparation 
and initiation of candidates, and to welcome and clothe all 
/isiting brethren. 

IV. M, The secretary’s station in the lodge ? 

Sec. At the left hand of the worshipful master in the east 

W.'M. Your duty there, brother secretary ? 

Sec. To record the doings of the lodge ; collect all money ; 
pay it over to the treasurer, and keep a true and correct account 
of the same. 

W. M. The treasurer’s place in the lodge ? 

Treat. At the right hand of the worshipful master in the 
wist 

W. M. Your duty there, brother? 

Treat. To receive all money from the hand of the secretary ; 
li) keep a true and correct account of the same, and pay it out 
by order of the worshipful master, with consent of the 
brethren. 

W. M. The junior warden’s place in the lodge? 

/. fV. In the south, worshipiul 

gnard against them.** If we hare reutured to say this much of th© 
•tymolog-y of Cowans, where even Noah Webster aud all his pro<lot'o^t 
*ort are silent, we hope it will be attributed, not to presumption, t>u: 
Wi earnest and ainoere desire for—wor^ lig-ht ! 
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IV, M. Yo'nr duty there, brother junior? 

J. IV. As the 8 un is in the south at high twelve, which ii 
the glory and beauty of the day, so stands the junior warden in 
Iheriouthjto call the craft from labour to refreshment, and frorn 
refieshnient to labour ; that the worshipful master may bavi 
prorit and pleasure thereby. 

IV. M. The senior warden’s place in the lodge ? 

IV. In the west, worshipful. 

JV. M. Your duty tliere, brother senior? 

.S’. W. Ah the sun seta in the west, to close the day, so 
stands the senior warden in the west, to assist the worship- 
Tul master in oj;ening and closing the lodge; pay the craft 
their wages, if any be due ; and see that none go away dis- 
satisfi^<l. 

W. M. The ma.ster’s place in the lodge ? 

.S. IV. In the east, wor.dnpful. 

IV. M. His duty there, brother senior ? 

S. W. As the sun rises in the east, to open and «dor» the 
day, 80 risea the worshipful master iu the east, to oi)en or close 
his lodge. 

Worshipful master rises and says, After that manner, so do 
I. It is my will and pleasure that this lodge of entered ap« 
prentice Masons be now closed, and stand closed until our next 
regular communication, unless convened by some sudden 
emergency ; in which case, due and timely notice will be given 
Brother senior warden, you will communicate the same to the 
junior warden in the south, that the brethren present may 
nave due and timely notice, &c. [The senior warden irifonns 
the junior warden, and he the brethren, as above.] 

Worshipful master says, Attend to the charge, brethiwn, 
which he reads. 

‘ May the blessing of Heaven re.s^ upon us, and all regular 
Masons ; may brotherly love prevail, and every moral and 
•c>cial virtue cement us. Si» mote it be. Amem’ 

After the prayer, the following charge ought to be delivered; 
but it is seldom attended to ; in a majority of lodges, it is never 
attended to. 

.Ma.'^ter to brethren. ' Brethren, we are now about to quit 
this sacred retreat of friendship and virtue, to mix acain with 
the world. Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not 
th* duties which you have heard so frequently inculcated, ani 
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•o forcibly recomraeuded in this lodge. Remember that around 
this altar you have promised to befriend «md relieve every 
brother who shall need your assistance. You have promised 
In the most friendly maimer to remind him of his errors, and 
aid a reformation. These generous princi})le8 are to extend 
further ; every human being has a claim upon your kind 
offices. Do good to all. Recommend it more ‘ especially to 
the household of the faithfuL Finally, brethren, be ye ail of 
one mind, live in peace, and may the Qod of love and peace 
delight to dwell with and bless you.’ 

fy. M. Attend to the signs, brethren. [Here the signs are 
given. See plate 4, fig. 1, 2.] 

fT. Af How do Masons meet, brother senior ? 

S. W. On the level, worshipful. 

Af, How do Masons part, brother junior t 
J. W. On the ?<^uare, worshipful 

W, if. So let us meet, and so let us part, in the name of 
the Lord 
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FELLOW CRAFT^S DEGREE. 

r *hal^ omit part of the opening and cloaing ceremonies ol 
this degree, which is the same as in the first, or entered ap- 
prentice degree, except the diflference in signs, Ac., which will 
Le hereafter explained ; the least number that is allowed to do 
ousineas in this degree, is five, viz : worshipful master, senior 
warden, junior w’arden, senior deacon, and junior deacon ; yet 
seven besides the tyler generally assists and take their seats as 
in the entered apprentice’s degree. 

I’he worshipful puts on his hat* and says, Brethren I am 
about opening a lodge of fellow craft Masons in tliis place for 
dispatch of business ; I will thank you for your attention 
and assistance. If there is any person present who is not a 
follow craft Mason he is requested to retire. 

The worshipful master then resumes his aeat and aays, 
Brother senior warden you wdll receive the pass-word in the 
west, and send it up to the east. The senior and junior 
deacons, now repair to the senior warden in the west, and 
whisper in his ear the pass-word of this degree, * Shibbo- 
leth.^ Senior warden says the word is right in the west, 
you wdll receive it from the brethren, and carry it up to 
the east. 

Senior deacon turns to the north and junior deacon to the 
•outh ; this is a trying moment for cowans, eaves-droppers and 
‘ riiity nuisoiis/ for each deacon unceremoniously puts his ear to 
the mouth of every person in tlie room, and if in their travele 
they meet with one who cannot whisper at low breath th« 
word * Shibboleth,’ he is immediately invited into the prepara 


^ master in each degree of Freemtmtonry always wears his hat 

From thia circumstance, or custom, a secret auestioL trisos, ‘ Whert 
does the master hang his hat V A person who never sat in a lodg« 
w<^d little think he hui^ it on ‘ Nature's Peg.’ This queetion is oftao 
pat to strangars who risit the lodge. 
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Hon room, and a committee appointed to examine him.* Th« 
iieacons proceed and receive tne word from each person in tbe 
lodge and repair to the master, and whisper in his ear' ShibbO' 
leth,' The master gives notice that the word has come up 
right, and that they can with safety open the lodge ; which, 
being done, and tne minutes of the last meeting read, tiie 
master directs the deacons to prepare the candidate for the 
BCC(nid degree of Freemasonry. They perform their duty, and 
the fienior deacon returns to his place in the lodge ; the master 
calls to order, and the junior deacon makes au alarm of two 
ciatinct knocks on the outside of the door. 

S. D. AVorshipful master, there is an alarm at the door, 

JV. M, Attend to the cause of that alarm, arid see who 
comes there. [The senior deacon stejis to the door, and gives 
two raps on the inside, which is in answer to those given by 
the junior deacon, who gives one ; the senior deacon does the 
same, and partly opens the door and imiuii'e^, ‘ VVlio comes 
here ? who comes here f ] 

J. D. A worthy brother, who has been regularly initia- 
ted, as an entered apprentice mason, and now wi-^hes for 
further light in Masonry^ by being passed to the degree of 
fellow’ crait. 

S. D. [To candidate.] Is it of your own free will and 
accord you make this re(p-’ebt * 

Can. [Prompted.] It is. 

S. D. Is he duly and truly prepared t 

/. D. He is, 

S. D. Has he made suitable proficiency in the preceding 
degree 1 

• The committee appointed bo eiarnine a stranger, are generally the 
* hrighifti ’ in the lodge, and are usually three in number. 

The first step in the examination is to a<lmm\8ter the test oath ; ths 
stranger, if a Mason, and understands himself, request the com- 
mittee to take the o.ath with him. All then place their liands on the 
bible, each calling himself by name, repeats the following oath : 
jd. A. B.l of my own free will and accord, in presence of Almighty 
bk>d, and these witnesses, do hereby and hereon, solemnly and sincerely 
iwear, that I have been regularly initiated, passed, kc. [ns the case 
may be,] in a legally constituted lodge of Freemasons, and have never 
been expelled, or suspended, and know of no cause why I should be ; 
so help me God, and keep me steadfast, [They kiss the book. After 
Ihs stranger has taken the oath, he is examined upon the signs, gripe, 
and Uotura,j 
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/. D. He hw. 

S. D. Bv what further right and benefit does he eipoct to 
gain admission to this lodge of fellow craft Masons ? 

J. D. By the benetil of a pass. 

S. D. Has he a pass ? 

J. D. He has it not ; 1 have it for hinn 

S. D. Advance and give iL 

The junior deacon whispers in his ear the word “ Shibbo 
leth.” 

S. D. The pass is right. You will wait a time until the 
worshipful master is informed of your reijuest, and his anawei 
returned. 

The senior deacon then repairs to the master, and gives 
two raps, which are answered by the master ; when the same 
qnet-tions are asked ami answers returned as at the door : 
after wliich the master says, Since he comes endued with all 
these necessary qualifications, let him enter this wmrsliipfui 
lodge in tlie name of the Lord, and take heed on what he 
enters, Tlie dour is opened, and the candidate enters. 

Senior deacon says, Brother, when you first entered this 
lodge, you was received on the point of the compasses pressing 
your naked left breast, which was then explained to you. As 
A fellow craft Mason, we receive you on the angle of the 
square, pressing your naked right breast, which is to teach 
you to act upon the square with all mankind, hut more espe- 
ially with a brother Mason. Tlie candidate is then con- 
hucled twice regularly round the lodge. 

During the time of his travelling, the master reads the 
following passages of Scripture. 

Amo8 viL 7, 8. ** Thus he showed me, and behold the 

Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumb line, with a plumb 
line in his hand. And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what 
•eest thou ? And I said, a plumb line. Then said the Lord, 
Behold I will set a plumb line in the midst of my people 
Israel ; I will not again pass by them any more.” 

By the time the reading is ended, the candidate has made 
his second revolution around the lodge, and halted the 
j\mior warden’s place in the south, where he gives two rap«, 
and is answered by two, when the same questions are asked, 
and answer* returned as at the door ; from thence he is con^ 
dooted to the senior warden, where the same quusiionj arc 
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PUked, wid aiiB'wert relumed ae before ; he U then conducted 
io the master in the east, where the same questions are aaked, 
•Jid tuswers returned. 

orshipful master likewise demands, From whence came 

Kou ] 

S. D. From the wcj»t. 

JV. M. Winch way are you travelling t 

S. D. To the east. 

IV. M. Why do you leave the west and travel to the east/ 
D. In search of more liglit in Masonry. 

W. M. Since this is the case, you will please conduct the 
candidate back to the west, from whence ne came, and {)ut 
him in tiie care of the senior warden, who will teach him to 
approach the east, the place of light, by advancing upon two 
upright regular steps to the second step in Masonry, his feet 
forming the right angle of an oblong square, his body erect, 
and cause him to kneel at the altar in due form, to take the 
solemn oath or oblig<ation of a fellow craft Mason. The senior 
warden receives the candidate at his place, and directs him to 
step off with the left foot as before, and also wdth the right, 
fetching un the left and placing it in the hollow tliereof ; the 
candidate Kneels on the right knee, the left forming a square ; 
his left arm, as far as the elbow, in a horizontal position, and 
the rest of the arm in a vertical position, so as to form a 8([uart; 
his arm HU})ported by the square, held under his elbow. 

fF. M. ilrother, you are now placed in a pro})er position 
to take the solemn oath or obligation of a fellow craft Mason, 
which I assure you, like your former obligation, wdll not inter- 
fere with your duty to your country, or your Maker. If you 
are willing to proceed, you will repeat your Christian and sir- 
name, and say after me, 

“ I, A. B., of my own free will and accord, in the presence 
of Almighty God and this w'orshipful lodge of fellow craft 
Masons, erected to Govl, ami dedicated to the holy St. Johns, 
do hereby and liereon, most solemnly and sincerely promise 
and swear, in addition to my former obligation, that I wiU 
uot give the secrets of this degree to any of an inferior degree, 
not to any being in the known world, except it be a true and 
lawful brother fellow craft Mason, or within the body of a jual 
and lawfully constituted lodge of such, and not unto him of 
them, whom 1 thall heai so to be. but unto him and them only, 
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whom I thall find «o to be, after strict trial, due examination, 
or lawful infonnation. 

I furthermore nromise and swear, that I will not w^rong 
this lodge, nor a brother of this degree, to the value of two 
tents, myself, nor suflfer it to be done by others, if in my 
power to prevent it. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will support the 
constitution of the grand lodge of this State, under w liich this 
lodge is held; and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regu- 
lations of this or any other lodge, of wliich I may liereai'UiX 
become a member. 

1 furthermore promise and swear, that I will obey all re- 
Cpilar signs and summons, handed, sent, or tlirown to me, by a 
fellow craft Mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully 
constituted lodge of such, if within the lengtli of my cable-tow. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will be aiding and 
assisting all poor and indigent fellow craft Masons, their widows 
snd orphans, wheresoever disj)er8ed around the globe, they 
applying to me as such, and I finding them w^orthy, so far as I 
can do it, without injuring myself or family. To all of which, 
I do most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, without 
sny hesitation, mental reservation, or self evasion of mind in 
me whatever, binding my«elf under no less penalty than to 
have my left breast tom opin, my heart and vitals taaen from 
thence, thrown over my leit shoulder, and cprried to the valley 
of Jehoshaphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of 
the field, and vultures of tlie air, should I yilfully violate, or 
transgress any part of this, my solemn oath or obligation, of a 
fellow craft Mason. So help me God, and keep me steadfast 
in the due performance of the same. 

JV. M. Detach your hands, and kiss the book [which is the 
Holy Bible,] twice. 

The bandage is now [by senior deacon] dropt over the othei 
eye of the candidate. 

IV. M. Brother, in your present situation, what do you 
most desire ? 

Can. [prompted] Mon light in Masonry, 

ly. M. Brethren, will you stretch forth your hands, and 
assist in bringing this new made brother to more light ? 

The master after a short paua« aays, 

** Vnd God said, let there be light — and there was light* 
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At this instant the senior deacon strips off the bandncja from 
the candidate's eyes, and at the same time, the grand shuck is 
given, as before descrii)ed, 

JV. M. [To candidate.] Brother, on being brought to light, 
what do you discover in this degree dilferent from what you 
saw in the hjrmer ? [Pausea for an answer. Candidate sig- 
nifies he sees nothing.] 

W. M. It is this — yon now behold one point of the com- 
pass elevated above the square; [!! !] whereas in the former 
degree, both points were under the square; this signifies to 
you that ^ou nave received more light in Masonry ; [! ! !] and 
as one point is yet hid beneath the S([uare, so are you in dark- 
ness, as it regards one material point in Masonry. The master 
steps off from the candidate three or four steps, and says, 
Brother, you now discover me as master of this lodge, ap- 
proaching you from the east, under the sign and due-guard of 
a fellow craft Mason. The sign is given by taking hold of the 
left breast, with the right hand, as though you intended to 
tear out a piece of it, then draw your hand with the fingers 
partly clenched, from the left to the right side, witli some 
quickness, and dropping it do\yn by your side. The duo- 

f uard is given by raising the left arm until that part of it 
etween the elbow and shoulder is ])erfectly horizontal ; and 
raising the rest of the arm in a vertical position, so that part 
of the arm below the elbow, and that part above it forms a 
square. This is the due guard. The two are always ^ven 
together by Masons, and are called the sign and due-guard of a 
fellow craft : they would not be recognised by a Mason, if 
given separately. [See plate 4, fig. 3.] The master, by the 
time he gives his steps, si^, and due-guard, arrives at the 
candidate, and says, “ Brother, I now present you with my 
right hand, in token of brotherly love and confidence ; and 
with it the pass-grip and word of a fellow craft Mason. The 
pass-grip is given by taking each other by the right hand, as 
though going to shake hands, and each putting his thumb be- 
tween the fore and second fingers, where they join the hand, 
and pressing the thumb between the joints. [See plate 4, 
fig. 7.] The name of it is Shibboleth. Its origin will be here- 
after explained. The pass-grip some give without lettering or 
Syllabling, and others give it the same way they do the real 
grip ; the real grip of a fellow craft Ma-son, U given by putting 
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ihe thumb on the joint of the second finger, where it joins the 
hand, and crooking your thumb so that each can stick the nail 
of his thumb into the joint of the other : the name is Jachim 
[See plate 4, fig. 8.] 

After the manter gives the candidate the pass-grip and theii 
names, he says. Arise, brother Jachin, from a square to a per- 
pendicular, go and salute the junior and senior wardens, and 
convince them that you have been regularly passed to tlie 
degree of fellow craft. [The candidate gives the fellow craft’i 
lign, see plate 4, fig. 3.] After he has thus saluted the wardens, 
he is conducted to the worshipful master in the east, who says, 
Brother, I now have the honour of presenting you with a lamb- 
skin apron, as before, which I liope you will continue to wear, 
with honor to yourself and satisfaction to the brethren. You 
will please carry it to the senior warden in the west, who will 
teach you how to wear it, as a fellow craft Mason. The senior 
ties on his apron, and turns up one corner at the lower end 
and tucks it under the apron string, and says. At the building 
of king Solomon’s temple, the workmen were distinguished by 
the manner in which they wore their aprons : fellow crafte 
wore theirs thus. The senior deacon then conducts his pupil 
to the master, who has by this time resumed his seat in the 
east, where he has, or ought to have, the lloor-carpet to assist 
him in his explanations. 

W. M. Brother, as you are dressed, it is necessary you 
jhould have tools to work with ; I will therefore present you 
with the tools of a fellow craft Mason. They are the plumb, 
square, and leveL 

I further present you with three precious jewels ; their 
names are faith, hope, and charity : they teach us to have 
faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all mankind. 
The greatest of these three is cliaritv ; for faith may be lost in 
sight, hope ends in fruition ; but charitv extends beyond the 
grave, through the boundless realms of eternity. 

The candidate is then conducted to the preparation room 
told invested of what he has been divested, and returns to tlie 
lodge, for further examination. As he enters the door, the 
•enior deacon observes, *We are now about to return to the 
middle chamber of King Solomon’s temple.' When within 
Ihe doQ|flfhe senior deacon proceeds, Brother, we have worked 
in specHtivs Masonry, bat ooi forefathers wrought both in 
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fp^cnlitive and op^mtire Maaonry. They worked at the build* 
Ing of King Solomon 8 tempie, and many other Maeonic edi- 
ficea ; they wrought but sii day* in the week, and rested on 
the seventh, becauBC in six days God created the heavens and 
the earth, and rested on the seventh day ; the seventh, therefore, 
dur ancient brethren consecrated aa a day of rest, thereby enjoy- 
ing more frequen top[>ortunities to content [)latethegloriou8 works 
of creation, and to adore their great Creator. Moving a step or 
two tlie deacon proceeds, Brother, the first things that attract our 
attention on our return, are two large columns, or pillars, one 
on the left hand, and the other on the right ; the name of the 
one on the left Imnd is Boon, and denotes strength ; and that 
on the right, Jackin, and deiiotea establishment; they colleo 
lively allude to a passage in the Scripture, wherein God hai 
declared, In strength shall this house be established.” These 
columns are eighteen cubits high, twelve in circumference, and 
four in diameter; they are adorned with two large chapiters, 
one on each, and these chapiters are oniamented witn net 
work, lily work, and pomegranates; which denote unity, 
peace, and plenty. Tlie net work, from its connexion, de- 
notes union, the lily work, from its whiteness, purity and 
peace, and the pomegranate, from the exhuberance of its 
seed, denotes plenty. They also have two large globes, one 
celestial, the other terrestrial ; one on each ; these globes con- 
tain on their convex surfaces, all the maps and charts of the 
celestial and terrestial bodies ; they are said to be thus exten- 
sive, to denote the universality of Masonry, and that s Mason's 
charity ought to be equally extensive. Their composition is 
molten, or cast brass ; they were cast on the banks of the river 
Jordan, in the clay-ground between Succoth and Zaradatha, 
where king Solomon ordered these and all other holy vessels to 
be cast ; they were cast hollow ; and were four inches, or a hand’s 
breadth thick; they were cast hollow, the better to withstand 
inundations and conflagrations — were the archives of Masonrv ; 
and contained the constitution, rolls, and records. (The senior 
deacon having explained the columns, he passes between them, 
atlvancing a step or two, obserring as he advances,] Brother, 
we will pursue our travels : the next thing that w^e come to, U 
a long winding staircase, of three, five, and seven steps. Tha 
three first allude to the three principal supports in Masonry, 
ni., Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty ; the five steps allude to 
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tfcs five orders in architecture, and the five human senses; the 
Hve orders in architecture are the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Co- 
rintiiian, and Composite ; tlie five human senses are, hearing, 
seeing, feeling, smelling, and tasting ; the three first of which 
have ever been higlily essential among Masons, liearing, to hear 
the word; seeing, to see the sign; and feeling, to feel the grip; 
whereby one Mason may know another in the dark as well as 
tile light. The seven steps allude to the seven sabbatical 
years, seven years of famine, seven years in building the Tem- 
ple, seven golden candlesticks, seven wonders of the wmrld ; 
seven planets, but more especially tlie seven liberal arts and 
sciences, which are grammar, rhetoric, logic, aritlimetic, geo- 
metry, music, and astronomy; for this and main' other reasons, 
the number seven has ever been held in high estimation among 
Masons.* [Advancing a few steps, the senior deacon proceeds.] 
Brother, the next thing we come to is the outer door of the 
middle chamber of king Solomon’s Temple, which is partly 
open, but closely tyled by the junior warden. [It is the junioi 
warden in the south who represents the tyler at the outer door 
of the middle chamber of king Solomon’s Temple, who on the 
approach of the senior deacon and candidate inquires,] Who 
comes here 1 who comes here?”] The senior deacon anawera, 
“A fellow-craft Mason.’' 

J. D. How do you expect to gain admission t 

S. D. By a pass and token of a pasa. 

J. D. Give them. 

The senior deacon or the candidate (prompted by him) pdvei 
them ; after the junior warden has received the pass bUibbo- 
Uth he inrjuircs. What does it denote ? 

D. Plenty. 

J. IV. How is it represented ? 

fi. D. By a sheaf of w heat suspended near a water-ford. 

J. D. \Vhy was this pass instituted ? 

S. D. In consequence of a quarrel which long existed be- 
tween Jeptha, judge of Israel, and the Ephraimitea ; the latter 
had been a stubborn, rebellious people, whom Jeptha had 
endeavoured to subdue by lenient measures, but to no effect 
The Ephraimites being highly incensed for not being called to 

• To ttis lift of ssTens, ths Masons oan add ons more, ▼iK.,ThsBST«a 
kidnapped and ** probably" murdered William Morj^an, who havt «r<r 

iixme been bald in high rapute among tba Muona. 
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ficht and share In the rich spoils of the Amonitish war, astenv 
bled a mighty army and passed over the River Jordan to givi 
Jeptha battle ; but he being apprised of their approach, called 
togeiher the men of Israel and gave them battle, and put theiq 
to Might ; and, to make his victory more complete, he ordered 
guards to be j)la(:ed at the different passes on the banks of tin? 
river Jordan, and commanded, if the Ephraimitea passed that 
way, they should pronounce the word ShtbbuUth ; but they, 
being of a different tribe, pronounced it Sibholeth, which 
trifling defect [)roved them spies, and cost them their lives; 
and there fell that day, at the different passes on the banks of 
the river Jordan, forty and two thousand. This word was 
also used by our ancient brethren to distiiiguish a friend from 
a foe, and has since been adopted aa a pro])er pass-word to be 
given before entering any w'<^ll-govemea lodge of fellow-craft 
Alasona." Senior deacon says to the candidate, “ Brother, the 
next thing we come to is tlie inner door of the middle chamber 
of King Solomon’s Temple, which we find partly open, but 
more closely tyled by the senior warden,” when the senior 
wanlen inciuires, “ Who cornea here ? who comes here ?” The 
tenior deacon answers, “A fellow-craft Mason.” Senior 
wtinlen, “ Ilow do you expect to gain admission ]” Atu. “ By 
tb g,np and word.” Senior warden, “ Give them.” Candidate 
ukeB iiini by the fellow-craft's grip and sajs, “Jachin." 
Senior warden says, ‘‘ They are right ; you can p.iss on” As 
tliey approach the master, he incpiires, “Who comes here? 
who V omes her« ?” Senior de^acon answers, “A fellow-crait 
Mason.” The master then says to the canfiidate, “ Brother, 
you have been ailmitttd into the middle chamber of King 
Sobunoii’s Temple, for the sake of the letter G. It denotes 
Deity, before whom all phoulJ bow. It also denotes Geome- 
try, the tilth science, on which this degree U founded. 

The cainlidate having received the degree, the master read* 
a "charge” to him, and the candidate takes his seat in the 
lodge. If there is no more busmeaa, the lodge is closed, as in 
the preceding degree. 

Tne lecture of this degree, like those of the entered appren 
dee, are nearly a recapitulation of the ceremony, or ^ ufork;” 
It oommences thus : — 

fV. M. Are you a fellow-craft Masoa 1 
0cm, I am - try mei 
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fV. M. Bt wliAt jou be tried I 

Can. By tlie square. 

W. M. Why by the square 1 

Can. Because it is an emblem of virtue. 

W. M. What is a 8(iuare ? 

Can, An an^de extending to ninety degrees, or the fourth 
pait of a circle. 

/r. M. Where were you prepared to be made a felluw-c^a^w 
Mason ? 

Can. In a room adjacent to the body of a just and lawfully 
constituted lodge of such, duly assembled iu a room or place 
rer'r^mting the middle chaml^r of King Bolomon’s Tern pie, dc. 
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I'he offictTn aiul ineniben* hfing assembled, the lodge is 
a]iciR‘d as in the preceding degree.* [See plate 1.] All tilings 
being ready, the candidate is taken into the preparation room, 
and pre])ared as follows : The junior and senior deacons strip 
him naked, he is then fumiplied with an oM pair of drawers, 
whicli are tied or buttoned just above Ids hips, and b(Ah legs 
of lliein are rolled above Ms knees ; his sliirt is then put over 
his headi, and slipp<?d down around his body, and is partly 
covered by his drawers ; the sleeves and collar hang dangling 
behind, over the waistband of his drawers ; a rope, or cable- 
tow, is put three times round his body, the parts below his 
knees, and those from the middle of the body up, are entirely 
naked, except that ho has a bandage over his eyes ; he is now 
prepared in due and ancient form for the third degree of Free- 
masonry. (See plate of penalliea) 

He is then coiiducte<l from the preparation room to the door, 
where he gives three distinct knocks, when the senior deaceu 
rises and eays, worshipful master, there is an alarm at the doer. 
iV. M. Brother, inquire the cause of that alarm. 

The senior deacon then steps to the door, and answers 
the three knocks that had beou givi n. by tlireo more ; one 
knock is then given without, and answered by one from 
w ithin ; when the door partly opened, and the senior 
deacon asks, Who come s there ? 

J. D. A worthy brother, who has been regularly initiated 
as an ente'^ed appre ntioe Mason, passed to the degree of t 
fellow-craft, and now wislms for further light in Masonry 
by being raised to the aublim i degree of a master mason’ 


• The loMt number that can do businesa in this degree, it offloar* : 
bat «r*<n |ener%llj aasiti, at lo the preceding de^ee. 
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& D. Is it of his own free will and accord, he makes this 
request ? 

Can. (Prompted) It Is. 

S. D. Is he worthy and well qualified 1 

J. D. He ia 

S. D. Has he made suitable proficiency in the preceding 
degrees ? 

J. D. He has. 

iy. D. By what further right does he expect to obtain this 
ta. oux ] 

J. D. By the benefit of a peBS-word 

S. D. Has he that pass \ 

J. D. He has it not ; but I have it for him. 

iS. D. Give it. 

Junior deacon whispers in the ear of senior deacon — Txihai 

Gain. 

Senior deacon says, The pass is right You will wait till 
the worshipful master be made acquainted with his request, 
and his answer returned 

Senior deacon then repairs to the master, and gives l.hres 
knocks, after answering which, the same questions are asked, 
and answers returned as at the door, when the master says, 
Since he comes endowed with all these necessary qualifications, 
let him enter this worshipful lodge, in the name of the Lord, 
and take heed on what he enters. 

Senior deacon returns to the door and says, “ Let him enter 
this worshipful lodge in the name of the Lord, and take heed 
on what he enters." 

On entering, the senior deacon presses both points of the 
compass against his naked right and left breasts, and says. 
Brother, when you first entered this lodge, you was received 
on the point of the compass pressing your naked left breast ; 
when you entered it the second time, you was received on the 
angle of the square, pressing your naked right breast ; on 
entering it now, you are received on the two extreme points of 
the compass, pressing your naked right and left breasts, which 
is to teach you that, as the most vital parts of man are contained 
between the two breasts, so are the most valuable tenets of 
Masonry, contained between the two extreme points of the 
eompaas; which are virtue, morality, snd brotherly love. The 
teiiiox deacon tnen conducts the cand tdate three limes regu* 
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Itrly round the lodge, travelling with the eun , and ts he 
passes the wardens and master, the first time going round, 
they each give one rap with the gavel ; the second lime two : 
and the third three. During the time the candidate is travel- 
ling, the master reads the following passages of Scripture, so 
that the travelling and reading terminate at the same time : 

“ Keineinber now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, noi the years draw nigh, when 
thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in tliem : wdiile the sun, or 
Uie moon, or the stars be not darkened, nor tlio clouds return 
after the rain ; in the day when the keepers of rfie house shall 
tremble, and tlie strong men shall bow tlierasclves, and the 
grinders cease, because they ore few ; and those that look out 
of the windows be darkened, and tlie doors shall be shut in 
the streets : when the sound of the grinding is low', and ht 
shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughters cl 
music shall be brought low. Also w’hen they sliall be afraid 
of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way, and the 
almond-tree shall llourish, and the gra-sshoppers shall be a 
burden, and desire shall fail : because man goeth to his long 
home and the mourners go about the streets : or ever the silvei 
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken at the fountain. 
or the wheel at the cistern. Then shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was ; and the spirit shall return unto God who gave 
It,” 

The candidate halts at the junior wardens in the south, 
where the same questions are asked, and answers returned as 
at the door : he is directed by the junior warden to the senior 
warden in the w'est, where the same questions are asked, and 
answers returned, as before: from thence he is conduct^ to 
the worshipful master in the east, wdio asks the same questions 
and receives the same answers ; and w’ho likewise asks the 
candidate from whence he came, and whither he is travelling, 

A. From the west, and travelling to the east 

Q. Why do you leave the west, and travel to the east I 

A. In search of more light 

The master then says to tlie senior deacon, “ You will please 
eonduct the candidate back to the w’est, from whence he came, 
and put him in care of the senior warden, who will instruct 
him now to approach the east, by advancing upon three up- 
right regular steps, to the thi^ step in masonry, his feet form- 
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mg A iquare, hii body erect, and caiwe him to kneel at the 
altar, in due form, to take upon himself the solemn oath and 
obligation of a master Mason. The senior warden receives the 
candidate at his piac^ and facing him round towards the altar, 
directs him to step on, first with his left foot, and second, with 
the right, each time forming a eq'iare with his feet, as before ; 
the third step ia with the left foot, bringing ud the right, plao 
ing the heels together in the position of a soldier. The candi. 
idle then kneels on both naked knees, and raises both hands 
and arms, in the manner of giving the grand hailing sign of 
distress ; [see plate 4, fig. 6] and holds them iji this position until 
directed to place them on the Holy Bible, square, and compass. 

The master says, ‘ Brother, you are now placed in a proper 
position to take upon you the solemn oath and obligation of a 
\l aster Mason, which I assure you as a man, as a Mason, and 
as master of this lodge, will not interfere with the duty you 
owe to your God, or country. If you are willing to proceed, 
repeat your name, and say fidter me, — 

‘ I, iL B., of my own free will and accord, in the presenot 
of Almighty God, and this worshipful lodge of master Masons, 
erected to God, and dedicated to tne holy St Johns, do hereby 
aud hereon,^ most solemnly and sincerely ntomise and swe^ir, 
i'l addition to my former obligations, that I will not give ths 
secrets of a master Mason to any one of an inferior degree, nor 
to any being in the known world, except it be to a true and 
lawful brother master Mason, or within the body of a just and 
lawfully constituted lodge of such: and not unto him or them 
whom I shall hear so to be, but unto him and them only, 
whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial, due examination, 
or lawful information received. 

Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not speak 
the master Mason's word, which I shall hereafter receive, do 
any other manner, except in that in which I shall receive it, 
which will be on the five points of fellowship, and at low 
breath. 

Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not give 
the grand hailing sign of distress, of this degree, except I am 
in real distress, or for the benefit of the craft, when at work ; 
anil should I see that sign given, or hear the words accompanying 

•At thsM weris. th* csndi4sU bnn{;v both hAads dowa Um half 
bibU, sqtiAj-«^ uni oompoAS. 

F 
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ft, I will fly to the relief of the person so glvinc It, should thet 
be a greater probability of aaving his life, than losing my own- 
Furtlierrnore, do I promise and swear, tliat I will not wrong 
this lodge, nor a brother of this degree, to the Talue of ons 
cent, knowingly, mvHelf, nor suffer it to be done by others, il 
In my power to prevent it 

Furtiiennore, do I promise and swear, that I will not be at 
the initiating, passing, or raising a cfimdidate at one communi- 
cation, without a dispensation from the grand lodge, for that 
purj)o8e. 

Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not be at 
the initiating, passing, or raising a candidate in a clandestine 
Icnige, nor converse upon the secrets of Freemasonry with a 
clandestine made Mason, or one that has been eipelled or sus- 
pended, w'hile he is under that sentence. 

Furtiiennore, do I promise and swear, that I will not be at 
the initiating, passing, or raising of an old man in dotage, a 
young man in non-age, an atheist, irreligious libertine, mad- 
man, hermaphrodite, w’oman, or a fooL 

Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not speak 
evil of a brother master Mason, neither behind his back nor 
before his face, but will apprite him of all approaching danger. 

Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not violate 
the chastity of a moiter Mason's wife, mother, sister, or 
daughter, nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my power tc 
prevent it, I knowing th4m to he such. 

Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will support 
the constitution of the grand lodge of this state, under whicl, 
this lodge is held, and conform to all the bye-laws, rules, and 
regulations, of this or any other lodge, of which I may here- 
after become a member. 

Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will obey ali 
due signs and summons, handed, sent, or thrown to me from a 
brother master Mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully 
constituted lodge of master Masons, if within the length of 
cable-tow. 

Furthermore, do I promise and sweat, that a master Mason's 
s«srsU given to me in charge as such, eliall remain as secure 
and inviul.ible in my breast as in his. before communicated, 
murder and treason only eaoepted : and tAay left to my onlT 
♦iection. 
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Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that 1 will go on « 
ma^^ter Mason’s errand, even barefoot, and bareheaded, to sav# 
hii life or relieve his necessities. 

Furthermore, do I promise and swear that I will remembei 
A brother master Mason when on my knees at my devotions. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that I will oe aiding 
and assisting all poor and indigent master Masons, their 
widows and orphans, wheresoever dispersed round the globe, 
they making application to me as such, and I finding them 
worthy, aa far as in my power, without injury myself or 
family. 

Furthermore, do I promise and sxcear, that if any part of this 
obligation he omitted at this time, / will hold myself amenable 
thereto whenever informed; to all which I do most solemnly 
and sincerely promise and swear, with a fixed and steady pur- 
pose of mind in me to keep and perform the same, binding 
myself, under no leas penalty, than to have my body severca 
in two in the centre, and divided to the north and south, ray 
bowels burnt to ashes in the midst, and scattered by the four 
winds of heaven, that there might not the least remembrance 
remain among men or Masons of so vile and perjured a wretch 
as I should be should I ever be guilty of violating any part of 
this my solemn oath or obligation of a n. aster Mason. So help 
me God, and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the 
same,’ 

The master then asks the candidate, What do you most 
doeixe 

The candidate answers after his prompter, “ More light in 
Masonry.” 

IK. M. Brethren, win you stretch forth your hands and 
assist in biiiiging this new made brother to more light in 
Masonry. “ And God said let there be light, and there was 
light.” (This is done the same as in preceding degrees.) Ths 
master then says to the candidate, ^^On being orought to light 
you first discover, as before, the three great lights in Masonry, 
by the assistance of the representatives or the three lesser, with 
this dilfe;-ence ; both points of the compass are elevated abovf 
the 6(^uare, which denotes to you that you have received more 
Light m Masonry.” The master steps back from the candidate, 
and says, Brother, you now behold me as ma.ster of this 
lodge approaching you from the east, under the sign/step, and 
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due guard of a mswter Mason." The due guard Is giren by 
putting the right hand to the left side of the bowels, the hand 
open Uje palm down, and drawing it across from left to right, 
and let it fall hy the side. [See |nate 4, fig. 4 .] 

Tlie master advancing to the candidate, says, ** Brother, in 
token of continuation of brotherly love and esteem, I will pie- 
sent you with my right hand, and with it you w’ill receive the 
pass, grip, and word of a master Mason, take me as I take you." 

• See i)late 4, fig. 9.] 

W. M. As die candidate is not instructed, brother senior 
deacon, you will answer for him. What is that ?" 

S. D. The paes-gi'ip of a master Mason. 

JV. M. Has it a name ? 

S. D. It has. 

}V. M. Will you give it me I 

S, D. I did not so receive it, neither can 1 so impart It 
JV. M. How will you dispose of it ? 

S. D. I will letter it or syllable it 
}V. M. Syllable it, and begin. 

S. D. No, you begin, 

W. M. No, begin you. 

S. D. TU 
JV. M. BAL 
S. D. CAIN. 

JV. M. TUBAL 
S. D. TUBALCAIN. 

W. M. Right, brother Tubalcain, I greet yon, arise from a 
square to a per])endicular, go and salute the junior and senior 
wardens, and satisfy them that you are an obligated master 
Mason. While the wardens are examining the candidate tin 
master returns to the east. The wardens say to the master, 

** We are aatisfied that brother is an obligated master 

Mason." 

The worshipful master then says to the candidate, “ Brother, 
I now have the honour to present you with a lamb skin, or 
white apron, as before, which I hope you will wear with credif 
to yourself, and satisfaction and advantage to the brethren. 
You will please carry it to the senior warden in the west, who 
will teach you how to wear it as a master MasoxL" 

The senior warden ties ou the apron, and lets the dap fall 
down before, in iU natural and common sitnation. 
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The candidate U conducted to the master, who save, 
' Brotlier, I perceive you are clothed ; it is of course necessary 
you should nave tools to work with ; I will now present you 
witli the working tools of a master Mason, which are all the 
mjplemeiits of Masonry in(liscriiiiin<.tely, but more especially 
the trowel The trowel is an instrument made use of by 
operative masona to 8})read the cement, which unites a building 
into one common mass ; but we, as free and acc»q)ted Masona, 
are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glorion 
purpose of spreading the cement of brotherly love and alfection, 
that cement which unites us into one sacred band, or society 
of friends and brothers, among whom no contention should 
ever exist, but that noble contention, or rather emulation, ol 
who can best work or best agree.' The master reads a charge 
to the candidate from the Charty or d/oia^or, and directs the 
senior deacon to conduct him to the preparation room and 
invest him of what he has been divested, and return him to 
the lodge for farther instruction. 

As soon as the candidate has gone out, the lodge is called 
from labour to refresliment in the following manner, viz. : 

IF. M. Brother senior, it is my order that this lodge ‘be 
called from labour to refreshment, and to be on again at the 
•ound of the gavel 

6’. IV. Brother junior, it is the worshipful master's order 
that this lodge be called from labour to refreshment, and be on 
igain at the sound of the gavel. 

J, yV. Brethren, it is our worshipful master's orders, &c. — 
gives three raps and all the brethren leave their seats. 

[It is th^, intention of the Masons to make the candidate 
believe, on his return to the lodge, that he has received thr 
whole cf the degree.] 

In the meantime the candidate returns to the lodge, find* 
•ome drinking, some laughing and talking, and otheiw prepar- 
ing (as he supposes), to go home. The members of the lodge 
immed ati ly salute their new brother. One gives him the 
pose grip, one the due guard and sign, another asks him how 
he likes the degree, and if it w'as aa long as he expected, &c. 

The master takes his seat unobserved by the candidate, and 
gives one rap with his gavel, when the brethren instantly re- 
lume their seats, and the candidate finds himself standing olons 
in tht middle of the lodore. Thie sudden change in the xnoT^ 
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inputs of th« bretnren often einbarrasees him ; he hardly knows 
how to diapost of himself, but is soon relieved by the master, 
who orders him to step to the east, and, taking up soine masonic 
book, as though he was about to explain some emblem, says, 
“ Hrotber, you now 8U]>pose you are a master Masou, and are 
entitled to all our privileges ; do you not 

Gan. [generally says] I do. 

W. M. Well, sir, it becomes my duty to inform you that 
you are not a master Mason, neither do 1 know that you ever 
will be. You must now undergo one of the most trying scenes 
that human nature ever witnessed. You must travel a rough 
and rugged road, heset with dangers on every side, where you 
will meet with lurtians ; you may meet with death ! Such 
things have happened to some who have travelled this road 
before you. In yojr preceding degrees, you had a brother to 
pray for you, but ir this you must pray for yourself; you will 
therefore sidfer yourself to be again hood-winked, and go and 
kneel at the altar, wdiere you am pray orally or mentally as 
you please. When you get through pray mg you can signify it 
hj ruing up. 

The candidate la hood-winked and conducted to the altar, 
where he kneels for pi^ayer.* 

Masonry informs us that the candidate here at the altar per- 
sonates Hiram AbitT, in the sanctum sanctorum of Solomon’s 
temple, where he usually went at high twelve to otfer up his 
prayers to the Deity, and draw designs u])on his trestle-board, 
and that on a certain day prior to the finishing of the temple, 
he W'as assaulted as he lelt the })lace by three rufiians, and 
cruelly murdered. The three rullianB stationed themselves at 
the east, w'cst, and south gales of the temple. 

In this manner three of the Masons station themselves in 
the lodge. When the candidate rises from the altar, one of the 
brethren takes him hy the arm and leads him several times 
round the lodge, d he master, senior and junior wardens, 
generally take the part of the thiee runians ; and as the caa- 

• I hare seen osn'iiiPitofl here make great contortions in derision and 
mockerv. to tvim the solemnity of prayer into ridicule, and the mafitor 
of th* lodge, who was a professing Christian, stand iraiifferently fol 
minutes and h)ok on. and frequently shake his shies in silent 

% jghter, to see how admirably the oandidate performed hie part ci iki 

eerwmoivy. 
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iidttc comeA near the junior warden's station, who represen is 
Ixthela [the ruffian of the south gate of the temple] he ex- 
claims, Who comes here ? 

The room is dark, or the candidate hood-winked, the con- 
ductor answers, Our grand master Hiram AhilF. 

** Our grand masUr Hiram Ahiff /" exclaims the ruffian \ 
*' he is the very man I wonted to see.” [Seizing the candidate 
by the throat at the same time, and jerking him about with 
violence.] “ Give me the master Mason’s word or 1 will take 
your life.” 

The conductor replies, I cannot pve it now, but if you will 
wait till the temple is completed, if you are worthy, you shall 
then receive it, otherudse you cannot. 

The ruffian says. Talk not to me of the temple’s being com- 
pleted ; give it to me now — and gives the candidate a blow 
with the twenty-four inch guage across the throat ; on which 
he retreats to the west gate, where he is accosted by the second 
ruffian, Juhelo, with more violence, and on his refusal to com- 
ply with his request, he gives him a severe blow with the 
scjuare across his breast ; on which he attem])t8 to make his 
escape at the east gate, where he is accosted by the third 
ruffian, Juhelum, with still more violence ; and refusing to 
comply with his request, the ruffian gives him a violent blow 
with the common gavel on the forehea<l, which brings him to 
the floor. On which one of the ruffians exclaims, “ What 
•hall we do ? w e have killed our grand master, Hiram A\)ifl ! ” 
another answers, “ Let us carry him out at the east gate, and 
bury him in the rubbish, till low twelve, and then meet and 
carry him a westerly course, and bury him.” The candidate 
is then taken up in a blanket on which he fell,* and carried 
to a corner of the lodge and covered up. 

The ruffians now skulk around the lodge and squat behind 
benches, or wdiatever they can crawl under. Now all is silent 
Directly some brother raps twelve times on a tin pan (imitating 
the town clock), which is a signal for the ruffians to meet, who 
immediately leave their hiding places and grope along, feeling 
their way, until they meet near the body, and salute each other, 
ruffian like ; they then uncover the body [candidate] ana 
Jubela observes, *^The body has not been discovered.” 

* Four of tho brethren ^neraily hold a blanket to catch the caikl^ 
4ata. plaU 5, fig. 3 ] 
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Jvhelo. No ; all la safe. 

Jubelv/m. We must bury our ^and master tinmediatc^y, for 
I perceive he begins to smeil a little already, and we shall be 
discovered. Take him up and carry him to the brow of Mount 
Moriah, where I have a grave dug for him. 

The candidate is again taken up in the blanket and carried 
round the lodge several times, and deposited on his back neeir 
the senior warden's in the west, [his feet to the east,] and 
covered up with chairs, benches, &c., &c. One of the ruffiani 
observes, as they are about to leave him. Let us mark the 
grave with this spri^ of cassia. [Sticks down a sprig of ever- 
green near the candidate’s head.] 

Jubelum then says, We will now endeavour to get a pas 
sage to Ethiopia. 

Here all the brethren shuffle about the lodge, the mastei 
resumes his seat [King Solomon is supposed to arrive at the 
temple at this juncture] and calls to order, and asks the senior 
warden the cause of all that confusion : 

S. W, Our grand master, Hiram Abiff, is missing ; and 
there are no plans or designs laid down on the trestle-board 
for the crafts to pursue their labours. 

Worshipful master, alias King Solomon, replies : Our Grand 
Master missing? our Grand Master has always been very 
punctual in his attendance, 1 fear he is indisposed. As- 
semble the crafts and search in and about the temple, and see 
if he can he found. 

They all shuffle about the floor for a while, when the master 
calls them to order, and asks the senior warden what suc- 
cess? He answers, We cannot find our Grand Master, my 
lord. 

The master then orders the secretary to call the roll of work- 
men, and see whether any of them are missing. 

The secretary calls the roll, and says, “ I have called the 
roll, my lord, and find that there are tiiree missing, vii. Ju 
beta, J ubelot <^d Jubelum, 

fV. M, This brings to my mind a circumstance that took 
place this morning. Twelve fellow crafts, clothed in whits 
gloves and aprons, in token of their innocence, came to ms 
and confessed that they twelve, with three others, had con- 
spired to extort the master Ma.‘ion’3 word from their Grand 
Kaster, Hinun Abiff, and ip case af refusal, to ta^e his life f 
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they tivclrc had recanted, but feared the other three had been 
base enough to carry their atrociouB designs into exe- 
cution- 

Worshipful master then ordered twelve fellow crafts to be 
irawn from the bands of the workmen, clothed in white 
gloves and aprons, in token of their innocence, and sent three 
eaiat, three west, three north, and three south, in search of the 
ruffians, and if found, to bring them forward. 

Here the Masons all shuflle about the floor, and fall in with 
& reputed traveller, when those who travel a westerly direction 
fcccoat him thus ** Old man, have you seen any travellers 
passing this way 1 ” 

Old Man, Yes, as I was down near the coast of Joppa this 
morning I saw three ; from their dress and appearance suppose 
them to be men of Tyre and workmen from the Temple ; they 
sought a passage to Ethiopia, but could not obtain one in con- 
sequence of an embargo recently laid on all the shipping ; 
they returned into the country. 

Worshipful master now calls to order and inquires, What 
tidings, brethren 1 " one replies, ** None from the east," another 
‘^None from the south," and one eiclaims in a loud voice, 
** Tidings from the west, worshipfuL” 

Worshipful Master saya, What tidings from the west? 

He answers. As we three fellow-crafts were steering a westerly 
course, we fell in with a wayfaring man who informed us he 
•aw three men that morning down near the coast of Joppa, 
from their dress and appearance supposed them to be men oi 
Tyre, workmen from the Tem])le ; they sought a petssage to 
Eliiiopia, but could not procure one in consequence of an 
embargo which had been recently laid on all tne shipping ; 
th^ returned back into the country. 

Worshipful Master observes, I had this embargo laid to 
prevent the ruffians from making their escape ; and adds. You 
will go and search again, and search till you find them if 
possible, and if they are not found the twelve who confessed 
•hall be considered as the murderers and suffer accordingly. 
The members all start again and shuffle about awhile, until 
one, under the pretence oi being much fatigued with ^ravelling, 
seats himself on the floor near the candidate’s head, and os he 
rises, catches bold of th« bush that was stuck there ; he imme- 
4iately stamp* hu fuul three tiinos in f noieut tiMumei, ami 
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eiclaimB, CompaDinns, aBSemble. flia other two coUeaguet 

t oin him ; he stales to them that a very sing^ar circumstanca 
lad just taken place ; that on rising from his seat he caught 
hold of that sprig of cassia and drew it out of the ground, and 
on examination he found it had lately been broken off, and 
stuck there; one ol^serves, “This looks like a grave,” feeling 
around the candidate’s head. While they are ruminating, 
the three reputed ruffians, who are seated in a private comei 
near the candidate, are heard to exclaim in the following 
manner : — 

First JvJbela. O that my throat had been cut across, from 
t&i to ear, my tongue tom out, and my body buried in the 
rough sands of the sea at low water mark, where the tide 
ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours, ere I had been 
accessory to the death of so good a man as our grand master 
Hiram AbitT. 

Second JuLelo. 0 that my left breast had been tom open, 
and my heart and vitals taken from thence, and thrown over 
my lert shoulder, carried into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and 
there become a {)rey to the wild beasts of the field, and tha 
vultures of the air, ere I had conspired the death of so good a 
man as our grand master Hiram Abilt 

Third Juhelum, 0 that my body had been severed in two 
In the midst and divided to the north and south, my boweli 
burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashes scattered by tiie 
four winds of heaven, that there might not the least track or 
trace of remembrance remain among men or Masons of so 
vile a wretch as 1 aiil Ah ! Jubela, Jubelo, it was I that 
•truck him luirder thau you both ; it was I that gave him the 
*'atal blow ; It was I that killed him. 

'T'he three fellow-crofts who stood by the candidate all thii 
time listening to the nilfiane, whose voices they recognised, 
•ayi one to the other, “ What ihall we do ? there are three of 
them, and there are only three of us." One in reply says, 
“ Our cause is goo<l, let us seize them ; ” on which they rush 
forward, seize tnem, and take them to the master, who inc^uirei^ 
‘MV’ hat tidings from the east?” One of them replies as 
follows : “ Worshipful, as we three fellow-crafts were steering 
a due east course, I becoming more weary than the rest sat 
down on the brow of Mount Moriah to rest and refresh myself, 
and as I was rising, I accidentally caught hold of a sprig of 
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ea55lti, which easily giving way, excited my curiosity. Upon 
this, I hailed my conipauiona, and while we were contemplating 
on the novelty of the scene, we heard the voice of three 
ruffians crying from a clift of the rock near by ; we discovered 
them to be Juhela, Jubelo, and Juhelum. We rushed upon, seized 
ind bound them, and have brought them before you, and wait 
your further orders. 

Worshipful master then rising says, Jubela, you are sus- 
pected and accused of being accessory to the death of our 
grand master Hiram Abilf. Are you guilty or not guilty ? ” 

Ju}>(la. Guilty, my lord. 

W'''. Vile and impious wretch, liold up your head and 
hear your sentence. It is iny order that you be taken without 
the walls of the Temple, and there have your throat cut across 
from ear to ear, your tongue torn out by the roots, your body 
buried in the rough sands of the sea, where the tide ebbs and 
flows twice in twenty-four hours, 

M. Jubelo, are you guilty or not guilty ? 

Jubelo, Guilty, my lord. 

yv. M, Vile and impioui wretch, hold up your head and 
hear your sentence. It is my order that you be taken without 
the gates of the Temple and there have your left breast torn 
open, your Iieart and vitals taken from thence and thrown 
over your left shoulder, and carried to the valley of Jehosha- 
pbat, and there to become a prey to the wild beasU of Ui* 
fteld, and vultures of the air. 

W. M. J ubelum, are you guilty or not guilty 1 

Juhtluin. Guilty, my lord. 

W, M. Vile and impious wretch^ hold np your head and 
hear your sentence. Isis my order that you be taken without 
the walls of the Toiuplo and there have your body st vtrt d m 
two and divide d to the north and south, your bowels burnt to 
ash^'R in the centre, and scattered to the four winds of heaven. 
Brother senior you will see that these penalties are executed. 

The senior takes, the three rufiiaus, and drags them out 
into the preparation room with some violence, where they 
stamp a»)d groan a few minutes, and the senior returns and 
says, 'Worshipful master, the penalties of their several ob- 
ligations have been duly executed upon them.’ 

W orshipful master then says, ‘ It is my order that yon go in 
•t^aroh of the body of our grand master Hiram Ab.ff: it is my 
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opinloii, he is buried near where you arrested the three ruffians^ 
on the brow of Mount Moriah.^ 

All the brethren shuiile about the room, until they come near 
the candidate, when one observes, * Here is something that 
looks like a grave ; let ua dig down and see/ They then lay 
hold of the candidate, and begin to unroll the blanket until 
they come to the body, when they ail start back, (and at the 
«me time, eacli extends his haml, the palm directly towards 
the candidate, as though they would guard their nostrils from 
the offensive smell, with the head and face turned a little on 
one side,) when one observes, ‘ We wull go back to the Temple, 
and inform king Solomon of our discovery/ 

The worhipful masters hearing them approach, enquires 

* What tidings from Mount Moriah\ when one of them replies, 

* Worshipful, we have found the grave of our grand master 
Hiram Abitf. It is situated due cast, near the brow of Mount 
Moriah : we dug down six feet perpendicularly till we came 
to the body, and involuntarily raised our hands in this position, 
[See jdate 4, fig. 4,] to guard our nostrils from the effluvia 
riaing from the body ; we searched on and about the body for 
the master Mason’s word, or a key to it, but could not find it ; 
we discovered a faint resemblance of the letter Q marked on 
the left bTcast' 

The master then says to the senior warden, ^ You will sum- 
mon twelve fellow-crafts, and go with me to the grave, in order 
K> raise our grand master.’ 

The senior announces the orders of the grand master Solomon, 
and all shuflle about the room, as before ; as the master ap- 
proaches the candidate, (or grave of Hiram Abilf,) the twelve 
leJlow-crafts form a cirede, and kneel. 

The master, standing, says, ‘ Let us pray.’ The following 
prayer is recited : 

‘Thou, 0 God, knowest o’lr downsitting and uprising, and 
understandest our thoughts afar off ; shield and defend us from 
the evil intention of our enemies, and support us under the 
trials and afHictions we are destined to endure, wliile travelling 
through this vale of tears. Man that is born of woman, is of 
few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth a.s a flower, 
and is cut down ; he fleelh also as a shadow, and continueth 
not. Seeing his days ore determined, the number of bis months 
tre with thee^ thou hast appointed hit bounds^ that he cannot 
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pas&. Turn from him, that he may reet. till he shall accomplish 
his day. For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it 
will sprout again, ai d that the tender branch thereof will not 
cease. But man dieth and wasteth away ; yea, man giveth up 
the ghost, and where is he ? As the waters fail from the sea. 
and the flood decayeth and dryeth up, so man lieth dowTi, ana 
riseth not again, till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, 0 
Lord, have compassion on the children of thy creation ; ad* 
minister unU them comfort in time of trouble, and save them 
with an everlasting salvation. Amen, So mote it be.' 

They then dll nse, and the master directs one to search the 
body of the corpse, to see if the master's wmrd is on or about it ; 
he examines, and reports that it is not on the body. The 
master and brethren then all give the grand hailing sign, and 
say, ' 0 Lord, my God, 1 fear the master's word is for ever lost' 
He then orders one of the fellow-crafts to raise the body of oui 
grand master by the entered a])preiitice’8 grip. He takes the 
candidate by the entered apprentice's grip, and pulls so as to 
raise the body partly up, and lets slip his hold, and says, 
‘Worshipful king Solomon, the body cannot be raised by the 
entered apprentice's grip ; the skin slips from the flesh.' 

The master at this intelligence, and all the brethren imitat- 
ing as one, give the grand nailing sign of distress of a master 
Mason ; [See plate 4, fig. 6,1 and at the same time, exclaim 
aloud, ‘ O Lord, my God, 1 lear the master Mason’s word is for 
ever lost,' The master then orders one of the fellow-crafts to 
raise the body, by the fellow-craft's grip. He takes hold of the 
candidate by the fellow-craft's grip, pulls the candidate partly 
up, lets him fall buck, and says, ‘ Worshipful master, the body 
cannot be raised by the fellow-craft’s grip ; the flesh cleave* 
from the bone,' All raise their hands, and exclaim, ‘ 0 Lord, 
my God, I fear the master’s word U for ever lost ; was there on 
help for the widow's son 

The master then says, ‘ I shall now raise the body of oui 
crand master by the lion's grip, the strong grip of a master 
Mason ; and as the master's word is now lost, the first word 
spoken after the body is raised, shall be a substitute for th# 
master's word, until future generations shall find out the ^ht’ 
[Some brother now whispers to the candidate to keep himself 
stiff, when he is raised.] 

The niastej tsYes him by tXs master's grip, si^i bracing his 
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right foot aginst the candidate, bj a strong pull, raises hlai 
upon the five points of fellowship. 

This ie done by putting the inside of your right foot to the 
inside of the right foot of the person to whom you are going 
to give the word, the inside of your knee to his, laying your 
breast against his, your left hands on the back of each otner, 
and your mouths to each other^s right ear ; in which position 
alone you are permitted to give the master^a word, which is, 
Mah-hah-bons, [See plate 6, fig. 3.] 

The maater^s grip is given by taking hold of each other's 
right hand, and sticking the nails of each of your fingers into 
the joint of the other’s wrist; [See plate 6 , fig. 2,] where it 
unites with the hand. In this position, the candidate is raised, 
he keeping his whole body stiff, as though dead. The master 
in raising nim, is assisted by some of tlie brethren, who take 
hold of the candidate, by the arms and shoulders. As soon as 
he is raised to his feet, they step back, and the master whispers 
the word Mah-hah-hone, in his ear, and causes the candidate to 
repeat it, telling him that he must never ^ive it in any other 
manner than that in which he received it He ij told that 
Mah-hah-hons signifies marrow in the bone ; they then sepa- 
rate, and the master makes the following explanation, respecting 
the five points of fellowship. 

Brother, foot to foot teaches you, that you should, whenever 
asked, go on a brother's errand, even if you should have to go 
barefoot and barehead. Knes to knee, that you should always 
remember a master Mason in your devotions to Almiglity 
God. Breast to breast, that you should keep the master 
Mason’s secrets, when given to you in charge, as such, as se- 
cure and inviolable in your breast, as they w^lre in his own, 
before communicated to you. Hand to back, that you will not 
speak evil of a master Mason behind his back, nor before hi* 
face. MotUh to ear, that you will give a brother master Mason 
due and timely notice of all approaching danger. The candi- 
date is instructed in the signs, and receives a charge, which ii 
read from some masonic author, and is told he has taken the 
third step in Masonry, and is entitled to a teat in any master'i 
loc^e. 

The master then says to the candidate, * Brother, you havs 
this evening represented one of the greatest men that ever lived. 

It WM our grand master, Hiram Abifl, who was murdered in 
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the temple just before it waa completed, as you this evening 
have represented, in the latter part of this degree.' The can- 
didate takes his seat. The lecture of this degree is merely a 
recapitulation of the ceremonies, or work. The lodge is closed 
fn the same way that the first, or entered apprentice's lodge i'i. 



MARK MASTER’S DEOREl, 

Th« rule* of Masonry require that there should b« at leaM 
ilght in embers present, whenever they open on tliis degre.^ 
(for lodge business) viz. : the right worshipful master, seidoi 
warden, junior warden, iecreta^, treasurer, senior deacon, 
junior aeacon, and master, senior and junior overseers. 

The officers and brethren are assembled and seated, as in 
plate No. 6. 

Right worshipful master gives one rap with his gavel, say- 
ing, Brethren, 1 am about to open a lodge of mark mastei 
mason* in this place, for the aeaj)atch of business. I will 
thank you for your attention emd assistance. If there is emy 
person present who has not taken this degree, he is requested 
to retire. 

Right worshipful master then says. Brother senior warden 
are you satisheu that all present are mark master Masons 7 

Senior warden says. Right worshipful master, I wish the 
pass-word might be sent round the lodge. 

This is done to detect ‘impostors’ among themselves ; that 
Is to exclude those of a lower degree, wha sometimes stay, in 
order to ascertain the mode by which they discover the ‘ In- 
truder ;’ wldch is by sending round the deacons for the pass- 
words, as in the fellow-crafts degree. The word is JoppcL 

The right worshipful master then gives one rap with his 
gavel, and says, Brother junior deacon, the first care of con- 
gre^ted Masons I 

f. D. [Rises on his feet, the same time giving a sign, says] 
To see the lodge tyled, worshipful [See plate 7, fig. 3.] 

B. IV. Af. Perform that part of your duty, and inform the 
tyler that we are about to open a lodge of mark master 
Masons in this place for the despatch of business ; and direct 
him to tyle accordingly. 

The junior deacon then walks very quick to the door, and 
stations the tyler on the outside of it^ with a ilrawn two^ in 
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hia hand, whispers the order of the ri^ht worshipful nijwtcr U 
hiB ear, closes the door, and gives twice, two distinct knocks, 
on the inside, which are answered in like manner by the tyler, 
on tlie outside. The junior deacon then gives one rap, wnich 
IB loswered in like manner, returns to his station in the lodge, 
ar; 1 says, We are tyled, right worshipfuL 

li. W. M. How tyled 1 

J. D. With secrecy and brotherly love : also by a brother of 
lids degree, without the door, with a drawn sword in his hand. 

R. IV. M. His duty there? 

J. D. To keep otf all cowans and eaves droppers, to see that 
none pass or repass, but such as are duly qualitied, and Lava 
permission from the chair. 

R. IV. M. Let us be clothed, brethren. 

• Here all the officers and members of the lodge put on theii 
aprons and jewels, and resume their seats as before. 

The right worshipful master then gives two raps with hit 
gavel, which brings all the subordinate ollicers on their feet ; 
and each standing in his place, recites his duty in his turn at 
follows : 

R. IV. M. The junior overseer^t station in the lodge t 

J. 0. At the south gate. 

R. IV. M. Your duty there, brother jn.\: or t 

J. 0. To inspect all materials brought up for the building 
of the temple : and if approved, pass them on to the tenioi 
overseer, at the west gate, for further inspection. 

R. IV. M. The senior overseer^s place in the lodge I 

S. 0. At the west gate. 

R. W. M. Your business there, brother senior overseer! 

S. 0. To inspect all materials brought up for the building 
of the temple * and, if apjiroved, pass them on to the master 
ov erseer, at the east gate, for further inspection. 

R. W. M. The master overseer’s place in the lodge 1 

M. 0. At the east gate. 

R. W. M. Your business there, brother master overseer ? 

M. 0. To preside at the inspection of all materials brought 
up for the building of the temple : and if disapproved, to cal) 
1 council of my brother overseers. 

R. IV. M. The junior deacon’s place in the lodge! 

/. D. At the right, in front of the senior warden. 

W. M. Your duty there, brother junior ? 
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/. D. carry niessages from the senior warden In the wert 
to the junior warden in the south ; and elsewhere about thi 
lodge, as he may direct. 

H. W. M. The senior deacon's place in the lodge ? 

S. D. At the right, in front of the right worshipful mastejr 
In the east. 

R. IV. M. Your duty there, brother senior 1 

S. D. To carry me ssages from the right worshipful master 
In the east, to the senior warden in the west, and elsewhere 
about the lodge, as he may direct. To assist in the prepara- 
tion and initiation of candidates, and to welcome and clothe 
all Visiting brethren. 

li. W. M. The secretary's station in the lodge ? 

Stc, At the left hand of the right worshipful master in tha 

east 

R. W. M Your duty there, brother secretary 1 

See. To record the doings of the lodge, collect all money, 
pay it over to the treasurer, and keep a true and correct ac- 
count of the same. 

R. fV. M. The treasurer's station in the lodge ? 

Tre(U. At the right hand of the right worshipful master ii 
the east. 

R. W. M. Your duty there, brother treasurer ? 

Treat. To receive all money from the hands of the secretary, 
to keep a true and correct account of the same, and pay it out 
by order of the right worshipful master, with the consent of 
the brethren. 

R. IV. M, The junior warden's place in the lodge f 

J, JV. In the south, right worshipful. 

JB. W'. M. Your duty there, bn»tlier junior ? 

J. W. As the sun is in the south at high twelve, which Is 
the glory and beauty of the day, so stands the junior warden 
in the south, to call the craft from labour to refreshment, and 
from refreshment to labour, that the right worshipful master 
may have profit and pleasure thereby. 

R. JV. M. The senior warden's place in the lodge t 
JV. In the west, right worshipful 

R, JV. M. Your duty there, brother senior ? 

S. JV. As the sun sets in the west, to close the day, so standi 
the senior warden in the west, to assist the right worshipful 
master in opening and closing his lodge, pay the craft tneir 
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a anj be due, and see that none go away dispatiefted, 
harmony being the atrength and support of all inatiiutions, 
but more especially this oi oura. 

R. ly. M. The right worshipful master’s station in tha 
lodge ? 

i fV, In the east, right worshipful 

R. iV. M. His duty tnere, brother senior T 

S. W. As the sun rises in the east, to open and adorn th^ 
day, so rises* the right worsliipful master in tlie east, to open 
and adorn his lodge, and set the craft to work with proper 
i^'itnictions for their labour. 

R. W. M. After that manner, so do L It is my will and 
pleasure that a lodge of mark master Masons i)e opened 
in this place, for the despatch of business. Brother senior, 
you will please comiiiunicate the same to the junior war- 
den in the south, that the brethren may have due and timely 
notice thereof. 

S. W. [Addressing the junior warden.] Brother junior, it 
Is the right w'orshipful master’s order that a lodge of mark 
master Masons be opened in this place for the dispatch of 
business. You will please inform the brethren thereof. 

J. W. Gives three raps wdth his gavel and says. Brethren, 
It is our right w'orshipful master’s order that a lodge of mark 
master Masons be opened in this place for the dispatch of 
business. You are ordered to take due notice thereof, and 
govern yourselves accordingly. 

Right worshipful master then says. Attend to the signs, 
brethren. 

The sigms are given from the entered apprentice to mark 
mcister, inclusive. The signs of the three preceding degrees 
are given as before described. The first sign of a mark master 
is thus. [See plate 7, fig. 1.] 

It is given by interlacing the fingers upon the right hip as 
though you held a heavy weight there ; then with a quick 
motion bring them to the left side of the neck, with the palmi 
of the hands upon the shoulder. This is called “ Hmve over,' 
and alludes to the rejection of the [hereafter described, i 

I’kan disengage the fingers, drop tbe rignl hand to the right 


At th«M words, ths worshipful msstv rises. 
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hip, at the Rarae time bring down the left hand, edgevvi?e upon 
the wrist of the right ; the right hand open horizontally, the 
left perpendicularly. [See plate 7, fig. 2.J 

This alludes to the penalty of the obligation, and also to 
that of an impostor, which is, to have his right hand struck 
off. 

The third sign of a mark master is as follows : 

Extend the arm downwards on the right side, the two last 
Angers of the hand clenched, the two first and thumb open, 
parallel with each other, about one inch apart. It alludes to 
the manner the candidate is directed to carry the key stone. 

The fourth sign is this : [See plate 7, fig. 3.] Raise the right 
hend to the right ear (holding the thumb and two first fingers 
open, as in the preceding signj with a circular motion of the 
hand, the fingers pass round the ear, as though you were 
combing back your ear loch, so that the ear passes between 
the two fingers, and thuaxb, the hand is then dropped by the 
•ide. This sign alludes to B,pmaUy of the obligation, to have 
the ear smote oft 

The fifth sign ta made by extending the right arm at full 
Length, the thumb and two first fingers open, about one inch 
apart, the two last fingers clenched, palm of the hand up. It 
illudes to the manner that the mark master is taught to “ fi* 
ceive wages” [See plate 7, fig. 4.] 

Right worshipful master then takes off hia hat, and reads ^ 
the following charge. 

Wherefore, brethren, lay a.side all malice and guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings. If so be, ye 
have tasted that the Lord is gracious : to whom coming, as 
unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of 
God, and precious ; ye also, as living stones, be ye built up 
a spiritual house, an holy priesthocS, to offer up sacrifices 
acceptable to God.” 

“ Brethren, this is the will of God, that with well-doing, 
ye put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. As free, 
and not as using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, 
but as the servants of God, Honour all men, love the brother- 
hood, fear God.” 

The right worshipful master then givee two raps with his 
gavel ; senior warden two, and junior warden two, which an 
repeated again by right worshipful master, and wardena. 
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Right worshipful master then says, ** I now declare this 
lodge of mark master Masons opened in due and ancient form, 
and hereby forbid all improper conduct whereby this lodge 
nuy be disturbed, under no less penalty than the \)ye-law 0 , or 
a majority of the lodge may see nt to inflict.” Tlien gives one 
rap with his gavel, which seats all the brethren, and says 
^ Brother junior deacon, inform the tyler the lodge is open.” 

Junior deacon informs the tyler, and returns to his seat. 

The lodge being opened and ready for business, the right 
worshipful master directs the secretary to read the minutes of 
the last meeting, which generally brings to view the business 
of tlie present. If there are any candidates to be brought for- 
ward, that is generally the first business. A master Mason 
wishing for further light in Masonry, sends a petition to the 
chapter, and requests to be advanced to the honorary degree of 
mark master Mason; if there is no serious objection to the 
petition, it is entered on the minutes, and a committee of several 
appointed to in(]^uire into his character, and report to the next 
regular communication. At that time if the committee report 
in his favour, and no serious objection is made against him 
otherwise, a motion is made that the ballot pass : if carried, 
the senior deacon pasaea the ballot box, the same as in the pre 
ceding degrees. 

The senior deacon who prepares and conducts the candidate 
In the first part of the ceremociies, passes out of the lodge into 
the adjoining room, where the candidate is in waiting, pulls off 
his coat, and rolls up his shirt sleeves to the shoulder, and 
directs tlie candidate to do the same ; he then takes in his right 
hand a small block of white marble about four inches 8qu{ire, 
ind six inches long, weigliing about eleven pounds, holding it 
between the thumb and two first fingers, the other fingers 
clenched, the arm extended down ; the candidate is fumisned 
with a key stone, of the same material, and weight, which he is 
directed to carry in like manner ; the door is then opened 
without ceremony, and the conductor enters, about three paces 
in advance of the candidate, and walks four times round the 
lodge, and halts at the junior overseer’s station at the south gate, 
where the conductor gives four raps with his heel on the floor 

J 0. Who comes here? 

Con A craftsman from the quarries, bringing up work fot 
inspectiou 
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J, 0. Have yon a specimen of your work ? 

Can. I have. 

J. 0. Present it. 

The conductor presents his stone to the junior overw.>ci, 
who applies his small trying square to its different angles, 
and they agreeing with the angles of the square, he says, 
" This is good work — square w^ork — ^just such work as is 
wanted for the building returning the block to the con- 
ductor, You will pass on to the senior overseer at the \^eyt 
gate, for further inspection.” Conductor passes a few steps, 
and halts until the candidate has been examined. Candidate 
comes up to junior overseer in imitation of Ids conductor, and 
gives four raps. 

J, 0. Who comes here 1 

Can. A craftsman from the quarries, bringing up work for 
Inspection. 

J. 0. Have you a specimen of your work ? 

Can, I have. 

J. 0. Present it, [Candidate presents the key stone. Junior 
overseer applies hia square to it, and finding it does not fit, 
•ays, ** This is a curious wrought stone indeed ; it is neither 
oblong or square ; square work is only such as we have orders 
to receive, neither has it the mark of any of the craft upon it. 
Is that your mark ]” pointing to the letters on the key stone.] 

Candidate replies, It is not.” 

J. 0. Owing to its singular fonn and beauty, 1 feel unwilling 
to reject it ; you will pass on to the senior overseer at the west 
gate for further inspection, [where the same questions are aske<l 
and answers returned as before. Senior overseer directs them 
to the master overseer at the east gate, who, after examining 
the stone of the conductor as before, says,] “ This is good 
work — square work — just such work as is wanted for the 
building, you are entitled to your wages, pass on.” Conductor 
passes and takes his seat. 

Candidates comes up, presents his key stone as before 

Ma^ter overseer applies his square to it and says, “ This is a 
curious wroi^ht stone,” &c. — looks sternly at the candidate, 
and orders him to stand aside, stamps on the Hour four times 
with his foot, which bring up the other two overseers. 

W. 0. Brother junior overseer, did you suffer this work to 
past your inspection t 



tfiJlt MABtXlL 


u 


J. 0. I did : I observed to the younc crafteman, at the 
rime, the stone was not such as we had orders to receive ; but 
Dwing to its singular form and beauty, I felt unwilling to 
Inject it, and suffered it to pass to the senior overseer at the 
west gate. 

0, I made the same observations to the young craftsman, 
and for the same reason permitted it to pass to the master over- 
i<'er at the east gate. 

M. 0. Why, you see the stone is neither oblong or square, 
neither has it the mark of any of the craft upon it. Do you 
know this mark that is upon it ? 

/. 0. I do not. 

S. 0, Neither do I. 

M. 0. What shall we do with it I 

/. 0. I propose we heave it over among the rubblsh. 

S, 0. I second that morion. 

Af. 0. Agreed : it shall be done. 

The master and senior overseers take up the key stone, and 
•winging it four times back and forth between them, the fourth 
time the junior overseer catches it over the left shoulder of the 
master overseer (in imitation of the sigTx of ‘ heave over/) and 
throws it aside. At this moment all the brethren begin to 
ihuffle around the room, leaving their seats. 

The right worshipful master gives one rap with his gavel, 
and says, * What is the cause of this disturbance among the 
workmen V 

iS. IF. It is the sixth hour of the sixth day of the week, and 
the craft are impatient to receive their wages. 

R fF. M, Brother senior warden, it is my order that yon 
a‘»semble the craft, and march in procession to the office of the 
sriiior grand warden, to receive wages. The members form two 
and two (candidate behind) and march round the lodge, singing 
the following song to the tune of ** God save the King.” 

SONO. 

Mark maBten all appear, 

Before the chief oTeneer, 

In oo'noert more; 

Let him tout Tvork inspect 
For the chief arohitect. 

If there la no defeet, 

He will approTa. 
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TlioM fvho puBod tik« •qaaff^ 

For jour rf>ward» prepars, 

Jo4u heart in hand ; 

Bach vrith hit mark in vie>f, 

March with the just aud true, 

Wage* to you are due, 

▲k your oominand. 

Af they fiiiiKh the second verse, each brother walks up te 
iiis turn to tlie fieiiior warden who stands behind a lattice win- 
dow, and thrusts his hand througli the hole in the window, re- 
ceives his penny, withdraws his hand, and passes on, and so on 
until the candidate, wdio comes last, puts his hand through, for 
hit penny. The senior warden seizes his hand, and bracing 
his foot against the window, draws the candidate’s arm through 
to the shoulder, and exclaims vehemently, “An impostor! an 
impostor!” a third person exclaims, ^^Strilce off his hand,” at the 
same time runs up with a drawn sword to give the blow. [See 
nlato 7, fig, 8.] The conductor now intercedes for the caiuli- 
and says, “ Spare him : he is not an impostor : I know 
him to be t craftsman ; I have wrouglit with him in the 
4 uarriea” 

5. }V, He is an impostor, for he has attempted to receive 
wages without being able to give the token, and the penalty 
must be inflicted. 

Con. If you will release him, I will take him to our 
right worshii>l‘ul master, and state his case to him, and if the 
penalty must be inflicted, I will see it duly executed. 

S. W. On those conditions I will release him, providing he 
can satisfy me he is a fellow-craft Masc>n. 

The candidate now withdraws his arm, and mvos the sign of 
the fellow-craft Mason. All the members 01 the lodge are 
seated, and the conductor takes the candidate to the right 
worshipful master, and says, ‘Right wordiipful, this young 
craftsman has been detected as an impostor, at the office of ths 
•enior jpand warden, in attempting to receive wages without 
being aole to give the token. 

The right worshipful master looking sternly at the candi- 
date, sayo, ** Are you a fellow-craft Mason ?" 

Can. I am. 

R Hk .U. Give me a sign of a fellow-craft Mason I 

Candidate gWea a sign. 

K W. if. conductor.'l 


He is a fellow-craft Maaon. 
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pTo candidate.] You have attempted to receire wagv'* friihout 
Deing able to give the token — I am astonished, that so bri^hl 
a looking young craftsman as you are, should thus attempt to 
impose upon the craft. Such conduct requires severe punish- 
ment The ]H‘iialty you have incurred is, to have your ri^lit 
hand struck otf.— Have you ever been taught how to receive 
wages ? 

Can. I have not. 

R. iV. d/. Ah, this in a measure serves to mitigate your 
crime. — If you are instructed how to receive wages, will you 
do better for the future ? 

Can. I will. 

R. IV. M. On account of your youth and inexperience the 
penalty is remitted. Brother senior deacon, you will take this 
young craftsman and give him a severe reprimand, and take 
him with you to the quarries, and there teach him how to 
bring up a regular wrought stone. 

The senior deacon steps up and takes the candidate by the 
collar, and says, Young man, it appears you have come up 
boro this evening to impose upon us ; firsts by presenting work 
which was not fit for the building, and then by claiming wages, 
when there was not a farthing your due. Your work was not 
appr oved ; you were not entitled to any wages, and had it not 
been for my timely interference, you would have lust your 
right hand, if not your life. Let this be a striking lesson to 
you, never to attempt to impoee upon the craft hereafter. But 
go with me to the quarries, and thei'e exhibit some 8])ecimens 
of your skill and industry ; and if your work is approved, you 
shall be taught how to receive wages in a proper maiiiier. 
Come, I say, go with me,” Shakes the candidate saverely and 
hurries him otf into the preparation room. 

Senior deacon returns to his seat in the lodge, and junior 
deacon prepares candidate for the degree, by divesting him ol 
his outward apparel, and all money and valuables, his breast 
bare, and a cai)U-iow four times round his body, in which con- 
dition, he is conducted to the door, and gives four distinct 
knocks, upon the hearing of which the senior deacon says, 
“ Right worshipful, while we are peaceably at work on tha 
fourth degree of Masonry, the door of our lodge appears to bt 
alarmed.* 

R. fF, M. Brother senior, aUend to th« ca«M of that alarm 
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The senior deacon then stepe to the door, and B.L.aneT% the 
alarm by four knockw ; then each gives one ; the door is then 
partly opened, and the senior deacon asks, “ Who oomeg 
there V* 

J. D. A worthy brother, who has been regularly initiated m 
an entered apprentice Mason, served a proper time as sut ii ; 
pa-sfled to the degree of a fellow-craft, raised to the suhliiiK 
degree of a master Mason ; and now wishes for further light 
in Masonry, by being advanced to the more honourable degree 
of mark master Mason. 

<S. D. Is it of his own free ail] and accord be makes this 
re<[unst ? 

J. Jj. It is. 

S. D. Is he duly and truly prepared ? 

/. D. He is. 

S. D. Has he wrought in the quarries, and eihibited specS- 
niens of liis skill in the preceding degrees ] 

J. D. He has, 

S. D. By what further right or benefit does he expect to 
obtain this favour ? 

J, A By the benefit of a pass-word, 

S. D. Has he a })a8s-word f 

J. D. He has it not ; but I have it for him. 

S. D. Give it me. 

/. D. [Whispers in his ear] Joppa. 

S. I). The ])aHR-woi\l is right You will let him wait until 
the right worshi]iful ijaaster is made acquainted with his re- 
quest, and his answer returned. 

Senior deacon returns to the riglit wcjrshipful master, where 
the same questions are asked, and answers returned, as at the 
door. 

The right worsliipfiil master then says, “Since he comei 
emlowed with the necessary qualifications, let him enter, in 
the name of the Lord, and take heed on what he enters.” 

The door is then opened, and the candidate enters, the 
junior deacon steps behind him, takes hold of his arms, drawi 
them back, and holds them firmly behind. 

The senior deacon steps up to the candidate, and exhibits to 
him an engraving chisel, and mallet, and says, “ Brother, it be- 
comes my duly to place a mark upon you, wMch yon will pro- 
bably carrj to vnnr grava. 
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" an entered apprentice Mason, juu wt^re received upon 
the point of the compaf^Roe, pressing your naked left breiiat ; 
as a fellow-craft ^laaon, you were received upon the angle of 
a square, pressing your naked right breanl ; as a master Mason, 
^ou were received upon both points of the compasses, extend- 
ing from your naked left to right breast. They were then 
explained to you. The chisel aud mallet fat the same time 
placing the edge of the chisel against his breast] are instru- 
ments used by ojierative Masons to hew^ cut, carve^ and indent 
their work ; but we, as free and accepted Masons, make use of 
them for a more noble and glorious purpose. We use them to 
Kew, cut, carve, and indent the mind. And as a mark master 
Mason, w« receive you upon the edge of the indenting chisel, 
and under the pressure of the mallet.” As he pronounces the 
last words, he braces his feet, raises his mallet, and makes two 
or three false motions, and gives a violent blow upon the head 
of the chisel; throws down mallet and chisel, takes hold of 
the cable-tow, and says to candidate, ** Follow me.” 

They walk four times round the lodge, and each time as he 
passes the station of the master, senior and junior wardens, 
they each give one loud rap with their mallet. The master in 
the meantime reads the following passages of Scripture : 

Psalm cxviil 22. The stone which the builders refused, ii 
become the head stone of the corner. 

Matt. xxi. 42. Did ye never read in tlie Scrii)ture8, The 
8t<me which the builders rejected, is become the nead of the 
oomer ? 

Mark xii. 10. And have you not read this Sci ipture, T he 
stone which the builders rejected, is bec^nne tlie liead of lh« 
comer 1 

Luke ii. 17. What is this, then, that is written, Tlie 
stone which the builders rejected, is become tlie head of the 
comer. 

The reading is so timed, as to be completed just as the can- 
didate arrives at the iuriior warden’s post ; who gives an alamo 
of four knocks, and the same questions are asked, and answert 
returm'id as at the door. 

Junior warden directs him to the senior warden in the weal 
where the same questions are asked, and like answers returned 
ts before. 

Senior ward«^D direcU them to the right wonhipful master 
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Ia the eafft, who Askft the same queationi, and where the cade 
answera are returned. 

The right wor3}iipful master order* the candidate to be con- 
ducted back to the senior warden in the west ; by him to be 
taught to ap]>roacii the east, by four upright, regular steps, his 
feet forming a square, and body erect at the altar. The caiidi' 
date then knecl-i, and receives the obligation, as follows : 

** I. A. B., of my own free will and accord, in presence of 
Almighty God and this right worshipful lodge of mark 
master Masons, do hereby and hereon, in addition to my 
former obligations, most solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, that 1 will not give the secreU of a mark master 
Mason to any of an inferior degree, nor to any person in the 
known world, except it be to a true and lawful brother, or 
brethren of this degree : and not unto him or unto them 
whom I shall hear so to be, but unto him, and them only, 
whont I shall find so to be, after strict trial, due examination, 
or lawful information given. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will support 
the constitution of the general grand royal arch chapter of 
the United States of America; also of the grand royal arch 
chapter of this State, under which this lodge is held, and to 
conform to all the bye-laws, rules, and regulations of this 
or any other lodge of m.irk master Masons, of which I may 
hereafter become a memV)er.‘ 

Furtliermore do I promise and sw'ear, that I will obey all 
regular signs, and summons, given, handed, sent, or tlirown 
to me, from the hand of a brother mark master Mason, oi 
from the boily of a just and legally constituted lodge of such ; 
provided it be wntliin tlie length of my cable-tow. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not wrong 
this lodge, or a brother of tiiis degree, to the value of his 
stages, or one penny, myself, knowdiigly, nor sulfer it to be 
done by others, if in ray power to prevent it. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not sell, oi 
exchange my mark, which I shall hereafter choose, after it has 
been reconled in the book of Marks, for any mark, unless it 
be for a dead mark, or one of an older date ; nor pledge it a 
■econd time, until it has been redeemed from its formei 
pledge, 

I furtiiennare promiae and swear that I wdi receive a 
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brvthcr mark muffler M^ion’s mark aa a ple<lg«, and grant 
him his request, if in my power ; if it is not, I will return 
him his mark, with the price thereof; which is a half Jew- 
iflh shekel of silver, equal in value to the fourth part of a dollar. 
To aU of which I do most solemnly and sincerely promise and 
swear, with a fixed and steady purpose of mind, in me to keep 
and perform the same : binding myself under no less penalty, 
than to have rny right ear smote off, that I may for ever be 
unable to hear the word ; and my right hand chopped off, that 
I could no longer feel the grip, if I should ever violate any 
part of this my solemn oath, or obligation, of a mark master 
Mason. So help me God, and make me steadfast to keep and 
perform the same.’’ 

B. iV. M. Detach your hand, and kiss the book four times. 

As soon as the candidate has taken the obligation, some 
brother makes an alarm on the outside of the door. 

/. D. [Rises and says] There is an alarm at the door, right 
wor3hi})fu]. 

li. ly. AI. Attend to the alarm, brother, and see who comes 
there. 

Junior deacon inquires the cause of the alarm, and returns 
with a letter for the right worshipful master, who open it and 
reads as follows, or something to this effect : 

Right worshipful master of St. Johns’ mark lodge, No. 10. 
Dear brother, I am in the immediate w'ant of the loan of 
twenty-five dollars, which I wish to borrow of brother Dupeasy. 
The only security which I can offer for the same is my mark^ 
which \ pledge \mti\ the money is refunded. You will please 
present it to him, and send the money by the bearer. — Youn 
traternally, Shylock.” 

Right worj^hipful master presents a mark to the candidate, 
and aisks him if lie can accommodate brother S. with the money. 

Candidate receives the mark, says he has no money about 
him ; he cannot grant the request 

S. W. Right worshi})ful ma.ster, I can accommodate hrothei 
S. with twenty-five dollars, if he will leave his mark with un 
as a pledge. 

R. W. M. [To candidate.] Brother, you will return the 
mark. (Candidate hands the mark back to right wor.shi})ful.) 

R. W. M. Do you intend to return the mark, without the 
|«ice thereof ? Aid thus break your oath before you rise from 
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the altar.* ^ou have just awom to rec^itn a brother mark 
master Mason's mark, and grant him his rcmusi, if in your 
power ; if not, you would return him his mark with the jrrice 
^diereof, which is a /la// Je-wish shekel of silver, equal in value 
to the fourth part oi a dollar. Where is the quarter of a 
iollar you swore to return with it ? 

Candidate, much embarrassed, says, ** I have no money about 
me. It was all taken from me in the preparation roonu” 

S. D. The candidate is a man that always has money, and i 
believe he h els it about him now. He had rather break hia 
oath than part with it 

R. JV. M. Brother, your conductor thinks you have money 
about you. Search yourself. 

Candidate feels in his pockets, and insists he has none. 

S. D. I know the candidate has money ; and if he will 
■uifer me to search him, I will convince you of it. 

R. W. M. (To candidate.) Are you willing that brother 
senior deacon should search you ? 

Candidate says he has no objections ; for he is confident he 
has no money about him. 

Senior deacon puts his hand into the vest pocket of candi- 
date, and, at the same time, unobserved by him, drops in “ the 
fourth part of a dollar steps back, and says, “ I will not search 
him. If he is disposed to break his oath for twenty -five cents, 
he may do it. I am confident he has the money in his 
pocket.” 

R. yy. M. Brother, search yourself again, faithfully. The 
senior deacon seems to be confident you have the money about 

you. 

Candidate says he has none, but is willing to searcli. Puts 
his hand into his pocket, and to his great surprise, finds a 
twenty-five cent piece. 

8. D. (In a rage.) There, I told you he had it Just like 
him ; he is what you may call a real skin-Jlint. He would 
break his oath any time for twenty-five cents. 

R. yV. M. Oh, you've squeezed it out at last ? You can 
now return the mark. No doubt some brother standing by 
you, and seeing your destitute situation, slipped this into your 
pocket, to keep you from breaking your obligation. 


Tb« ia all ihii tim* oo hu kneos at the altar 
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Tb« right worshipful master then takes him the hand, 
and says, “ Brother, arise ; and I will invest you with thepaes- 
grk) and word, and real grip and word, oi a mark master 
Mason.” (The pass-grip is thus : See plate 7, fig. 6.) 

This pass is given by locking the hands together, as you 
would to help another up an ascent or bank, the thumbs braced 
agaiii.st each other. It is said to have been instituted by those 
w ho w ere employed at the buil<ling of the Temple, the timber 
of which was felled and prepared in the forest of Lebanon, 
and taken by sea in floats to /oppa, from thence to Jerusalem. 
Masonic tradition informs us tiiat the banks of the river at 
Jopjia were so steep that the workmen had to assist each other 
up by the means oi this grip, which has since been used as a 
pass-grip to this degree. “ Its name is Joppa." 

R. Ir. M. Will you be or from 1 

Can. From. 

R. W. M. From what! 

Gan. From the pa.s.s-grip, to the true grip of a mark master 
Mason. 

R. W. M. Pass on. (See plate 7, fig. 6.) 

This gi'ip is made by locking the little fingers of the right 
hands, turning the backs of them together, and placing the 
ends of the thumbs against each other ; its name is “ -Set roc" 
or “ mark well,” and when properly made forms the initials of 
those two words, mark welL” 

The right worshipful master instructs him never to give the 
wonls in any way but in that in which he received it. 

The right worshipful master now resumes his seat in the 
ecu^t, and all the bretnren shullle about the room with their 
feet, 

R. W. M. What means this disturbance among the work- 
men, brother senior ? 

Senior warden rises in the west, and says, Right worship- 
ful master, the W'orkmen are at a stand for the want of a 
certain key stone to one of the principal arches, which no one 
has had orders to make,” 

R. W. M. A key stone to one of the principal arches ? I 
gave our grand master, Hiram AVdff, strict orders to make 
that key stone, previous to his assassination. [Gives two raps 
wdth hiB gavel, which brings the three overseers before him.] 
Brother overseers, has there not been a stone of this descrip- 
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tion brought np for inspectioii t (exhibiting the figure of a kej 
•tone.) 

M. 0. There was a stone of that description brought up foi 
Inspection, but it being neither oblong nor w^uare, nor having 
tlie mark of any of the craft upon it, Mid we not knowing the 
xtuirk that was upon it, supposed it unfit for the building, and 
it was thrown over among the rubbish. 

R. W. M. Let immediate search be made for it ; the Temple 
cannot be finished without it ; it is one of the most valuabli 
atones in the whole building. [The brethren all shudie about 
ihe lodge again, and find the key ttone^ and bring it up to thi 
dast.] 

Right worshipful master takes it and reads (to the over- 
seers), Acts iv. 11, This is the stone which was set at nought 
by you builders, which is become the head stone of the 
comer.” 

The overseers retire confounded. 

The right worshipful master then, addressing the candidate, 
reads Rev. of St. John, li. 17, *‘To him that overcometh wdR 
I give to eat of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white 
itone and in the stone a new name written, which no man 
knoweth, saving him that receiveth it Come forward, and 
receive the new name.** The candidate steps up to the right 
worshipful, who thus addresses him : Brother, the new name 
•poken of in scripture I will now invest you with ; none but 
mark Masons receive it. It is this circle of letters 

which is the general mark of this degree, and are the initials 
of these words, Hiram, Tyrian, Widow' e Son, Sent to King 
Solomon. 

“ Within this circle of letters every mark master Mason 
must place his owui private mark, which may be any device 
he chooses to select.” 

The riglit worshipful master then reads. Rev. iii. 13. “He 
that hath an ear to hear, let him hear and instructs the 
candidate in the signs of the penalties of the degree, as before 
described. He then presents the candidate with the working 
tools of a mark master Mason, which are a mallet and chisel, 
and explains the use of them, as follows : — 

* The Chisel morally demonstrates the advantages of dis- 
cipline and education. The mind, Rke the diamond in iU 
anginal state, u rude and impel ished ; but 83 the effect of th« 



llARt MASTtR. 


il 


ebiwl on the external coat eoon present! to view the latent 
beauties of the diamond, so education discovers the latent 
virtues of the mind, and draws them forth to range the large 
field of matter and space, to display the summit of human 
knowledge, our duty to God and to man. 

** The Mallei morally teaches to correct Irregularities, and 
reduce man to a proper level, so that by quiet deportment he 
may in the school of discipline learn to be content. What 
the mallet is to the workmen, enlightened reason is to the 
passions ; it curbs ambition, it depresses envy, it moderates 
anger, and encourages good dispositions ; whence arises among 
good Masons that comdy order, 

‘Which nothing Mirthlj glTM, or Min dwtroy, 

Th« loul'i calm tunihin*, and the hMurtfelt Joy.’ 

The right worshipful continues : ** Brother, you have this 
evening represented one of the fellowcraft Masons who wrought 
at the building of Kling Solomon^s Temple, whose custom it 
was on the eve of every sixth day of the week to carry up their 
work for inspection. This yoimg craftsman discovered in the 
quarries, the key iione to one of the principal arches T which 
was wrought by our grand master Hiram Aoiff), and aelibe- 
rately threw away his own work, and took it up to the Temple, 
wliere it was inspected by the overseers, rejected (for the 
reason before explained), and thrown among the rubbish. He 
then repaired to the office of the senior grand warden to 
receive hie wagee ; but not being able to give the token, he was 
detected as an impostor, which like to have cost him his right 
hand ; but King Solomon pardoned him, and after a severe 
reprimand he was taken back to the quarries. Previous to the 
s^mpletion of the Temple, the progress of the work was inter- 
rupted for want of the key etone, which circumstance being 
communicated to King Solomon, he gave orders that search 
should be made for it among the rubbish, where il was found, 
and afterwarde applied to its intended use. 

“ How it was disposed of, we cannot now inform vou. Yon 
must advance further in the mysteries of Masonry before you 
can know. 

“ On tlie sixth hour of the sixth day of every week, the craft, 
being eighty thousand m number, formed in procession, and 
repaired to the office of the senior grand waideass receive 
9 
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their wages ; and in onler to prevent the citifl being impoeed 
*\])OD by unskilful workmen, each craftsman clainiiug wages, 
was made to thrust his hand through & lattice window, into 
the office of the senior grand wardens ; and, at the same time, 
gi ve this token, [See plate 7, tig. 4.] holding under the two last 
niigers of his hand a copy of hia mark, 

“ The senior grand warden cast his eye upon the correspond- 
kig mark in the book (where all tlie marks of the craft, eighty 
houtatid in number, were recorded), and seeing how much 
money was due to that particular mark, placed it between the 
thumb and two fore-fingers of the craftsman, who withdrew his 
hand, and passed on ; and so on, each in his turn, until all 
were paid otf. If any person attempted to receive wages, 
without being able to give the tokens, tne senior grand warden 
seized him by the hand, drew his arm through the window, 
held him fast, and exclaimed immediately, * An impostor/ 
Upon this signal, an officer, who was stationed there for that 
purpose, would immediately strike his arm [See plate 7, 

fig. 8.] 

The following charge is then given to candidate, by the 
right worshipful master. 

** Brother, I congratulate you on having been thought worthy 
of being advanced to this honourable degree of Masonry. Por^ 
mit me to impress it on your mind, that your assiduity should 
ever be commensurate with your duties, which become mors 
and more extensive, as you advance in Masonry. In the 
honourable character of mark master Mason, it is more parti- 
cularly your duty to endeavour to let your conduct in tlie 
lodge end among your brethren, be such as may stand the test 
of the grand overseer’s square; that you may not, like the un- 
finishea and imperfect work of the negligent and unfaithful ot 
former times, be rejected, and thrown aside as unfit for that 
spiritual building, that house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. While such is your conduct, should misfortunes 
assail you, should friends forsake you, should envy traduce 
your good name, and malice persecute you, yet may you have 
coniidence, that among mart master Masons you will find 
friends, who will administer relief to your distresses, and com- 
fort your afflictions ; ever bearing in mind, as a consolation, 
under all the frowns of fortune, and as an encouragement to 
hups fui better prospects, that the ttom vohich the buiUUn 
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rijjictid (posMflsing meriu to th«ni Tinknowu)^ becjumt the chief 
itone of the comer.” 

All the brethren shuffle about the lodge again, as before. 

Right worshipful master ^ving one rap with his gavel, 
says, Brother senior, what is the cause of this disturbance 
among the workmen r 

S, Right worshipful, it is the sixth hour of the sixth 
day of the week ; the craft are impatient to receive their 
wages. 

K. JV. M. It is my order that you form the craft in pro- 
cession, and that they repair to the office of the senior grand 
wardens, in order to receive their wages. [They form two and 
two, and march around the lodge, against the sun, and finish 
sin^dng the “ Mark master’s song,” commencing where they left 
off before, as follows :] 


Hir&m, tha widow's aon, 

Sent to king Solomou 
The great Key atone ; 

On it appean the name. 

Which raiaas high the fama 
Of all, to whom the same 
1> truly known. 

Now to the westward move, 

Where full of peace and lore, 

Hiram doth stand; 

But if impostor* are 
Mixed with the worthy theca, 

Caution them to beware 
Of the right hand. 

Now to the praise of those 
Who triumphed o’er the foae 
Of Masons’ art ; 

To the praisewoithy three. 

Who founded this degree . 

May all their virtue* be 
Deep in our hearra 

The song being finished, the right worshipful takes his 
in the east ; and each of the brethren thrusts his hand through 
the lattice window, and receives, every man a penny.” As 
soon as they have received their wages, they run round the 
lodge, each inquiring of every one he meets, ** How much have 
you got Each replies, ** a penny” Among the rest, the can- 
didate is asked how much he has got He replies “ a penny” 
At this information, all the brethren pretend to be in a great 
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rage ; and hurl their pennies on the floor with violence. [The 
•candidate sometimes throws down his penny, in imitation of 
the rest, not being what the masons call bright /”] The candi- 
late tinds himsolf surrounded by not a “band of brothers,” 
but more pro])eriy a band of mutineers, each protesting against 
the manner of paying the craft. In the midst of all this noise 
and confusion, the right worshi])ful master gives a rap, and says, 
“ Brethren, what is the cause of this confusion ?” 

S. I). The craft are dissatisfied in the manner in which you 
pay them. Here is a young craftsman, who has just past the 
8<iuare, and has received as much as we who have borne the 
burden and fatigue of the day : and we don't think it is right 
and just ; and we will not put up with it. 

R. IV. M. This is the law ; and it is perfectly right. 

J. D. I don’t know of any law that will justify any such 
proceeding. If there is any such law, I should be glad if you 
would show It 

R. fV, M. If you will be patient, you shall hear the law. 

He then reads as follows : 

Matt. xi. 1 — 16 .* ** For the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
a man that is an householder, which went out early in the 
morning, to hire labourers into his vineyard. And when he 
had agreed with the labourers for a penny a day, he sent them 
into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour, and 
taw others standing idle in the market-place, and said unto 
them. Go ye also into the vineyard , and whatsoever is right, 
I will give you. And they w'ent their way. And again he went 
out, \oout the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise ; and 
about the eleventh hour, he went out and found others stand- 
ing idle, and saith unto them. Why stand ye here all the day 
Idle ? They say unto him. Because no man hath hired us. He 
laith unto them. Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever 
is right, that shall ye receive. So when even was come, the 
lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward. Call the labourers 
and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first 
And when they came, that were hired about the eleventh hour 
they received every man a penny. But when the first came, 
they supposed that they should have received more ; and they 

* It will ba raooUaoUd, that Solymon arailad himself of the New T«w 

Munent about a thouaaiid years b^or* the Cbristiim era I 
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litewiM received every man a penny. And when they received 
It, they murmured against the good man of the house, saying, 
These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made 
them equal unto us, which have borne the burden of the day. 

But he answered one of them, and said. Friend, I do thee no 
wrong : didst thou not agree with me for a penny ? Take that 
thine is, and go thy way : I will give unto this last, even as 
unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with my 
(nvn 1 Is thine eye evil, because 1 am good ? So the last shall 
be tirst, and the first lost : for many he called, but few chosen.” 

R. fV. M. What say you now to the law, brethren ? 

“ We are satisfied [all picking up their penny s, and taking 
tht*ir seats ; which finislies the degree.! 

IjCtd^Q ia closed, win the ]>rcceding 
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When a master Mason ia elected master of a lodge, he 
necertharily receive this degree, before he takes the 
efunr ; in which case it U conferred by individual past mastera. 
who organize tliemselvea into a lodge for that purpose ; anti 
confer this degree aa hereafter described. But it ia general!} 
conferred in a chapter of royal arch Ma-sons, who posaes* the 
privilege of conferring all the inteniie<liate degrees, by a right 
inherent in them.* 

This lodge consists of seven officers, viz : 1. Right worship- 
ful master ; 2. Senior warden ; 3. Junior warden ; 4. Secretary ; 
5. Treasurer; 6. Senior deacon ; 7. Junior deacon. All the 
otilcera and members, as many as may be present, keep their 
hats on, when the lodge is open and at work on this degree. 

The lodge is opened and closed in the same manner that the 
lodges of tlie first three degrees are. The candidate petitions, 
and is balloted for in the same way, but is received into th? 
lotlge in a very different manner. 

The lodge being opened for the dispatch of business, and 
ready for the reception of the candidate, the junior deacon con- 
iucts him into the lodge, and seats him without ceremony, and 
repairs to his own station. 

A heavy alarm is immediately given at the outer door. 

Junior deacon rises in his place and says, “There is an 
alarm at the outer door, right worshipful” 

R W. M. Attend to the alarm, ana see who comes there. 

J jiior deacon inquires the cause of the alarm, returns and 
deiAvere a letter to right worshipful master, who opens and 
rsads as follows ; 

* Dear husband : — Our dear little Hiram hat accidentally 

* ooQstitutioB of tho grand royal aroh ohapter. 
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tnrned over the teapot of boiling tea upon him, and scalded 
him in a ehockin^ manner ; vou must come home immediately 
for his life is desjiaired of. 

Your atfectionate but affected wife,* 

C. D.’’ 

Jt W, M. Brethren, you must anoint some one to fill the 
ehair. I must leave immediately, I cannot stay to confer thi# 
degree. 

J. W. Right worshipful, I really hope you will stay to 
confer this degree ; brother Dupeasy, has come some distance, 
and expects to receive it I bolieve be is in the room, he can 
speak for himself, and unless be is willing to put it off, you 
will be under the necessity of staying. 

The candidate (who all this time does not mistrust this i > 
part of the degree), sometimes rises and says he is willing to 
put it off, he is perfectly willing to accommodate, as the right 
worshipful’s family is sick. 

/. Iv. Right worshipful, I am very anxious you should stay 
to confer this degree this evening, as it is very uncertain when 
I shall be able to attend again. We might not get so many 
brethren together at another meeting ; and as this is a very 
difficult degree to confer, I feel that you ought to stay. 

R. IV, M. Brethren, it is impossible for me to stay. You 
will therefore appoint some one to fill the chair. There is a 
number of brethren present who are well qualified to confer 
"^hc degree ; you will therefore please to nominate. 

J. IV. I nominate brother Senior to fill the chair. 

fV. M. Brethren, it is moved and seconded that brother 
senior warden fill the chaix this evening to confer this degree 
on brother Dupeasy, All those in favour of it signify it by 
saying Aye. [One or two say aye.] All those opposed to it 
•o signify by saying No. [All the lodge exclaim no.] It is 
not a vote. Brethren, you will please to nominate a new 
master. 

iS. W. I nominate brother junior warden to fill the chair. 

Right worshipful master tries the question as before ; but 
cannot get a vote, and requests the brethren to nominate. 

The candidate is now nominated, and voted into the chaii 
by a unanimous vote. 

The letter is fenersllj addreeMd se may beet apply to the maeter 
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R. IV. M. Brother JDupeaty (or some other name, aa the case 
may be), you are elected master of this lodge. You will step 
this way and take the chair. The candidate steps along, and 
as he is about to take the chair the right worshipful master 
pulls him back, and says, “ Before you occupy tlie master^s 
chair you must take an obligation to discharge with fidelity 
the duty of master of the lodge.” The candidate having no 
objections, he is conducted to the altar, kneels on both knees, 
lays both hands on the holy bible, square, and compasses, and 
takes the following oath, viz. : 

“ I. A. B., of my own free will and accord, in presence oi 
Almighty God, and this worshipful lodge of past mastei 
Masons, do hereby and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely 
promise and swear, in addition to my former obligations, that 
I will not give the secrets of past master Miison, or any of the 
secrets pertaining thereto, to any one of an inferior degree, 
nor to any person in the known world, except it be to a true 
and lawful brotner or brethren, past master Masons, or within 
the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such ; 
and not unto him or unto them whom I shall hear so to be, 
but unto him and them only, whom I shall find so to be, after 
strict trial and examination, or lawful information. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that I will obey all 
regular signs and summons, sent, thrown, handed, or given, 
from the hand of a brother of this degree, or from the body 
of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of past masters. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that I will support the 
constitution of the general grand royal arch chapter of the 
United States of America; also that of the grand chapter of 
this State, under which this lodge is held, and conform to all 
the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this, or any other lodge, 
of which I may hereafter become a member. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that I will not assist 
or be present at the conferring of this degree upon any person 
who has not, to the best of my knowledge and belief, regularly 
received (in addition to the de^ees of entered apprentice, 
fellow craft, and master Mason), t3ie degree of mark master, oi 
been elected master of a regular lodge of master Masons. 

Furthermore do 1 promise and swear that I will aid and 
aaaist all poor and indigent past master Masons, their widows 
and orphans, wherever dispersed round the globe, they apply* 
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Ing to me as such, and I finding tham worthy, to far •• in my 
power, without material injury to myself or family. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that the secrets of • 
brother of this degree, delivered to me in charge as such, slial) 
remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as they were ir 
his own, before communicated to me, murder and treason ex- 
cepted, and those left to my own election. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that I will not wrong 
this lodge, nor a brother of this de^ee, to the value of one cent 
knowingly myself, nor suffer it to be done by others, if in iii} 
power to prevent it. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that I will not govern 
this lodge or any other, over which I may be called to preside, 
in a haughty and arbitrary manner, but will at all times use 
my utmost endeavours to preserve peace and harmony among 
the brethren. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that I will never open 
a lodge of master Masons, unless there be present three regular 
master Masons, beside the tyler, nor close the same without 
^ving a lecture or some section, or part of a lecture, for the 
instruction of the lodge. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear that I will not sit in a 
lodge where the presiding officer has not taken the degree of 
past master Mason. To all of which I do most solemnly and 
sincerely promise and swear, with a fixed and steady purpose 
of mind, to keep and perfonn the same, binding myself under 
no less penalty than (in addition to all my former penalties), 
to have my tongue split from tip to root, that I might for ever 
thereafter be unable to pronounce the word, should I ever 
prove wilfully ^Ity of violating any part of this, my solemn 
oath, or obligation of a past master Mason, So help me God, 
and make me stedfast to keep and perform the same.” 

R. W. M. Kiss the book five times. 

The right worshipful master then says to the candidate, 
* You now behold me approaching you irom the cast, under 
the step, sign, and due-guard of a past master Mason.” 

The right worshipful master steps off with the left foot, 
placing the heel of the right at the toe of the left, so as to bring 
the feet at right angles, “ forming the right angle of a square. 

He then gives this sign, placing the thumb of the right hand 
npon the Ups, the fingers clenched, [See plate 9, fig. l.j 
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It alludei to the penalty of a paat master Mason, to har« 
hij tongue split from tip to root 

The following is also a sira of a past master. It alludes 
to a part )f the penalty of this degree, wliich coven all thi 
former porMties. Place the right hand upon the left side of 
the necK, (as in plate 9, fig. 2,) draw the hand edgewise down- 
ward, in a diagonal direction, from left to right side, to as to 
troRS the three former penalties. 

Right woivdiipful master then takes the candidate by the 
hand, and says : “ Arise, brother, and take a seat in thf 
* Oriental chair of Solomon .* A chair is then placed in fro: it 
of the “ matter^M chair” and the candidate is directed to take t 
■eat in it. 

The right wor8hi])ful master then says to him, “ King 
Solomon, when a very old and dccrepid man, was atttMidod bv 
his two old friends, Hiram, King op Tyre, and HIRAM 
A RIFF ; [! !] who raise^l and ieated him in his cliair, by means 
of the past master’s grip.” 

The right worshipful master and senior warden take the 
candidate by this grip, fSee plate 9, fig. 3,] and the candidate 
is raised on his feet, and seated several times. 

Senior warden then takes his seat, and the right worshipful 
master instructs the candidate in the gnp and word of a past 
master. [See plate 9, fig. 3.] 

This is done by taking each other by the maiicrs gfip, and 
saying, “ From a grip to a tpan;” at the same time slipping 
the right hands so as to catch each other just above tlie wrist ; 
then raising the left hand and catching each other by the 
elbow of the right arm ; while one says, ** a three-fold chord 
u ttrong” the other says, “ a four-fold chord is iwt easily 
broken” 

The master then conducts the candidate to the mastePs 
chair, places a hat on his head, and comes do>vn to the front 
of the newly installed master, and addresses him as follows : 
** Worshipful master, I now present you with the furniture 
and various implements of our profession. They are emble- 
matical of our conduct in life, and will now be enumerated 
fjad explained, as presented. 

** The holy writir^s, that great light in Masonry, wdll guide 
▼on to all truth ; it will direct your path to the temple of 
oappineM, and point out to you the whole duty of msor 
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** The $quari teaches to regulate our actions by rule and 
line ; and to hamiouise our conduct by the principles of 
Tiorality and virtue. 

^‘The compass^ teaches to limit our desires in every station; 
thus rising to eminence by merit, we may live respected, and 
die regretted, 

“ The ruU directs that we should punctually observe our 
duty, press forward in the path of virtue, and neither inclining 
to the right nor to the left, in all our actions have eternity in view. 

“ The line teaches the criterion of moral rectitude, to avoid 
dissimulation in conversation and action, and direct our steps 
to the path that leads to immortality. The book of constitu- 
turns you are to search at all times, and cause it to be read in 
your lodge, that none may pretend ignorance of the excellent 
precepts it enjoins. Lastly, you receive in charge the bye- 
laws of your lodge, which you are to see carefully and punc- 
t\ially executed. I will also present you with the mallet; it is 
an ejnblem of power. One stroke of the mallet calls older, 
and up the junior and senior deacons; two stroKes calls 
up all the subordinate officers ; and tKree, the whole lodge** 

R. W. M. Brethren, you will salute your new master. 

He then walks up in front of the candidate, and gives the 
signs of an entered apprentice Mason, and passes on ; and eeuih 
brother present does the same, in like manner, until the signs 
of each degree are given up to the past master. 

The right worshipful master then says to the candidate : “ I 
now leave you to the government of your lodge.” [Taking his seat.] 

The senior warden now goes and delivers up his jewel ana 
gavel to the new master, and vacates his seat, and all the 
subordinate officers, each in his turn according to rank, do ths 
same. After a few minutes’ pause, the old master rises, and 
addressing the chair, says : ** Right worshipful, I perceive ths 
officers have all left their seats, probably out of compliment tc 
me. Brother Seekoffics was senior warden, I have no doubt he 
will serve under you, if you request him. The new master 
asks brother S. to take the senior warden’s jewels, who vert 
promptly complies, and takes his seat ; and in like manner all 
the officers are reinstated, until they come to the treasurer 
when the old rjMLster addresaijM the chair, says : ** Right wor- 
ihipful, the treasurer’a is an office of considerable responsibility, 
h# Aol^ all tha funds and property of the lodge ; the brethren 
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all wish to have a voice In appointing or filling that othce, and 
It if generally customary to do it by nomination. If you wiD 
request the bretliren to nominate, I presume they will select 
•ome one that will suit them.” 

d'he new master requests the brethren to nominate a treasurer. 
Here a scene of confusion takes place which is not easily 
(icrfcrihcd. The new installed worshipful is made the butt for 
every worthy brother to exercise his wit upon. Half a d(;zen 
are U]> at a time, soliciting the master to nominate them for 
tieasuu'r, urging their several claims, and decrying the meiiU 
of others with much zeal ; some crying out order, worshipful ! 
keep order ! others propose to dance ! and reque.^t the master 
to sing f(jr them ; some whistle or sing, or jump about the 
coom, or acutlle, and knock down chairs or benches. One pro- 
poses to cull from labour to refreshment ; another com})limeuii 
Lhe worshipful master on his <iignified appearance, and knocks 
otf his hat, or pulls it down over his face, and sometimes he is 
dragged from his oriental chair ; [See plate 9, fig. 4] another 
informs him a lady wishes to enter. Senior warden or some 
other brother makes a long speech about reducing the price of 
tile cJuipter degrees from twenty dollars to ticelvs^ and recom- 
mends that it he paid in country produce, Ac. His motion is 
8e(U)ndeil, and the new master is pressed on all sides to 
ths question.’* If tlie question is put, the brethren aU vote 
i{.;ainMt it, and accuse the new master of breaking his oath, 
when he swore he would support tlie constitution of the General 
Grajui Royal Arch C%iptcr^ which establishes the price of the 
four chapter degrees at twenty dollars. 

If the master attempts to exercise the power of the gavely It 
often has the contrary effect ; for if he gives more than one rap 
instead of seating the noisy fraternity, it calls them all up on 
their feet. If he gives one rap, and calls to order, every one 
obeys the signal with the utmost promptness, and drops on the 
nearest seat The next instant, before the master can utter a 
word, all are on their feet agadn, and as noisy as ever. Some 
brother now proposes that the lodge be closed ; another one 
hopes it will he closed in a short wav. The old master then 
ad dresses candidate : “ Right worsliipful, it is moved anJ 
•econded that this lodge be dosed. You can close it as you 
please. You oau merely declare the lodge closed, or in any 
9 ^ way.” 
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The candidate, who often i« much emharnuwed, aometimea 
riaee and says, “ I declare (hit lodge ” — At this, another general 
confusion takes place. The old master catches him by the ann 
and says, ** Brother, you swore in your obligation that you 
would not close this, or any other other lodge over w’hich you 
should be called to preside, without giving a lecture or sonie 
part thereof. Do you intend to break your oath V* The can- 
didate says he does not recollect taking tliat oath; ko is very 
sorry ; he does not intend to break his oath, &c. On being 
told he can resign to the old master, who will close for him, 
he very cheerfully abdicates the oriental chair. The worshipful 
master informs him that the preceding scene, notwithstanding 
its apparent confusion, is designed to convey to him in a 
striking manner, the important lesson never to solicit or accept 
any oflice or station for which he does not know himself amply 
qualified 

The ceremony being through, the lodge ij dosed ae in thi 
preceding degreea. 
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A part of the ceremonies of opening this lodge is the same 
as that of the preceding degrees. The officers and brethren 
take their seats as in plate iso. 10. 

No. 1. Most excellent mastex ; 2. Senior warden ; 3. Junior 
warden ; 4. Secretary ; 6. Treasurer ; 6, Senior deacon ; 7. 
Junior deacon. 

The tyler being stationed, the most excellent master then 
gives two raps with his gavel, which brings all the officers on 
their feet ; and each recites his duty, commencing with junior 
deacon, in regular course to senior warden ; who also recites 
the duty of the most excellent master, which is the same as in 
the mark or past master’s lodge. 

The most excellent master then save, ** Brother senior 
warvlen, assemble the brethren round the altar for the 
purpose of opening this lodge of most excellent master 
Masons," 

S. JV. Brethren, please to assemble round the altar, for 
the purpose of opening this lo<ige of most excellent master 
Masons, 

In pursuance of this request, the brethren assemble around 
the altar, and fonn a circle ; and stand in such a position ai 
to touch each other, leaving a space for the most excellent 
master : then all kneel on their left knee, and join hands ; 
each giving his right hand brother his left hand, and his left 
hand orother his right hand, their left arms uppermost, and 
their heads inclining downwards. All being thus situated, 
the most excellent master reads the following portion of scrip- 
ture : 

PsAUf xxir. **The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
tliereof ; the worlds and all that dwell therein. For he has 
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fonnded it npon the Beas and eetablished it upon the flooda 
Who shall ascend to the hill of the Lord ? And who shall 
stand in his holy place 1 He that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart ; who hath not lifted up hia soul unto vanity, nor ncom 
cUceitJully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and 
righteousness from the God of his salvation. This is the 
generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. 
^UiK Lift up your heads,* O ye gates ! and be ye lift up, ye 
everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come in : Who 
is this King of Glory ? The Ijord, strong and mighty ! the 
Lord, mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates ! even 
lift them up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of Glory shall 
come in,” 

When the most excellent master has read thus much, he 
leaves his seat, and fiUs a space left for him in the circle, 
which had been kept open for this purpose, and continues 
reading : Who is tnia King of Glory f The Lord strong and 
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, 0 ye 
gates ! even lift them up, ye everlasting doors ! and the 
King of Glory shall come in. Who is this King of Glory ? 
Selah.” 

The reading being ended, the most excellent master the* 
kneels, joins hands with the others, which closes the circle, 
and they all lift their hands, as joined together, up and down, 
six times, keeping time with the words, as the most excellent 
master repeats them ; “one, two, three; one, two, three.” This 
is masonically called balancing. They then rise, disengage 
their hands, and lift them up above their heads, with a mode- 
rate and somewhat graceful motion, and cast up their eyes ; 
turning at the same time to the right, they extend their arms, 
and then suffer them to fall loose and somewhat nerveless, by 
their sides. [See plate 1 1, tig. 2.] 

This sim is said by Masons to represent the of astonish- 
ment made by the Queen of Sheba, on first viewing Solumon’i 
temple. 

Tne most excellent master now re/mmei his seat, and says, 
•* Brethren, attend to giving the signs.” 

• As the most excellent ma^r reads the words, ** Lift op your 

t^sads, O ye grates ! " each brother raises his head ; and as he continues, 
“ Let the King of Glory come in !*' he step# along a few strpe towards 
the space left for him in the circle. 
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Th« moft excellent master then gives all the signs from »9 
entered apprentice Alason up to the degree of most eicellenl 
master, in wliich they all join, and imitate him. 

Af. E. M. Brother senior warden, you will please to inform 
brother junior, and request him to inform the brethren, thal 
it LB mv will and pleasure that this lodge of most excellent 
master Masons be now opened for dispatch of business, strictly 
forbidding all private committees, or profans language^ whereby 
the harmony of the same may be interrupted, while engaged 
in their lawful pursuits ; under no less penalty than the by- 
lawB enjoin, or a majority of the brethren may see cause to 
inflict. 

S. W. Brother junior, it is the will and pleasure of the most 
excellent master, that this lodge of most excellent master 
Masons be now opened for dispatch of business ; strictly pro- 
hibiting aU private committees, or profane language, whereby 
the harmony of the same may be interrupted, while engaged 
In their lawful pursuits ; under no less penalty than the by- 
laws enjoin, or a majority of the brethren may see cause U 
Inflict 

J, W. Brethren, you have heard the most excellent master^i 
will and pleasure, as communicated to me by brother lanior. 
So let it be done. 

The lodge being now opened and ready for the reception of 
candidates, the junior deacon repairs to the preparation room, 
where the candidate is in waiting ; takes off his coat, puts a 
cable-tow $ix round his body; and in this situation, con- 
ducts him to the door of the lodge, against which he gives six 
distinct knocks, which are answered by the same number by 
the senior deacon from within. Junior deacon then gives one 
knock, and the senior deacon answers it by giving one more ; 
the door is then partly opened by the senior deacon, who the^> 
•ays, Who comes there V* 

J. D. A worthy brother, who has been regularly initiated at 
an entered apprentice Mason, passed to the degree of fellow- 
craft, raised to the sublime degree of master Mason, advanced 
to the honorary degree of a mark master, presided as master in 
the chair, and now wishes further light in Masonry by being 
raceived and acknowledged as a most excellent master. 

S. D, Is it of hia owa free will and accord be maltes this 
■aqueat t 



MOST IXCRLLKIfT MASTER. 


ff 


/. D. It \k 

fi. D. Is he duly and truly prepared ? 

J. D. He is. 

S. D. Is he worthy and well qualified I 
/. Z>. H e is. 

S. D. Haa he made suitable proficiency in the preceding 

T ea T 

D. He has, 

S. D. By what further right or benefit does he expect to 
obtain this favour ? 

/. D. By the benefit of a pass-word. 

S. D. Haa he a pass- word ? 

J, J). He has not ; but I have it for him, 

S. D. Give it to me. 

Junior dea« ou whispers in the ear of the senior warden the 
word Rahboni. [In many lodges the past master’s word, 
‘*GibU7n” is used as a pass-word for this aegree, and the word 
** Rdbboni'' as the real word.] 

H.I), The word is right. You will wait until the most 
eicellent master in the east is made acquainted with youx 
recjuest, and his answer returned. 

Senior deacon repairs to the most excellent master in the 
•ast, and gives six raps, as at the door. 

M. E. Af. Who comes there ? 

S. D. A worthy brother who has been regularly initiated as 
an entered apprentice Mason, p.issed to the degi-ee of a fellow- 
craft, raised to the sublime degree of a master Mason, advanced 
to Ihe honorary degree of mark master, presided as master in 
the chair, and now wishes for furtlier light in Masonry, 
by being received and acknowledged as a most excellent 
master. 

M. E, M. 1j it of his own free will and accord he makes 
^this request? 

S. D. It is. 

Af. E. M, Is he duly and truly prepared I 
D. He is. ^ 

M. E. M, Is he worthy and well qualified I 
S. D. He is. 

Af. E. M. Has he made suitable proficiency in the preeadin# 
dagreas? 

& i). He haa. 
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M, K. M. By what further right or benefit doc# be eipect 

to obtain tliiB lavour ? 

S. D. By tile benefit of A paas-word. 

M. E. M. H as he a pass- word ? 

L). He has nut; but I have it for him. 

M. K. M. Give it. 

Senior deiienn whifipers in the ear the word “ Rahoni." 

M. E. M. The pass is right. Since he comes endowed with 
all these necessary (pialifications let him enter this lodge o( 
must cxcelhiiit masters, in the name of the Lord. 

"J’lie door is tlien (lung open, and the senior deacon receives 
the candidate upon the Key Stone. The candidate is then 
walked six times round the lodge by the senior deacon, moving 
with the sun. The first time they pass round the lodge, when 
opposite the junior warden, he gives one blow with the gavel ; 
when opf»o8ite the senior warden he does tne same ; and like- 
wise the most excellent master when opposite hiiru The 
•econd time round, each gives two blows ; the third, three ; 
and so on, until they arrive to six. During the time, the 
most excellent master reads the following passage of scripture. 

Psalm cxxii. ** I wa.s glad when they said unto me, Let ub 
go into the house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within 
tny gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is biiilded as a city that is 
comnact together : whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the 
Loru, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the 
name of the Lord. For there are set thrones of judgment, the 
tlirones of the house of David. Pray for the peace of Jeru- 
salem ; they sliall prosper that love thee. Pe^e be within 
thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. For my brethren 
and companions' sakes I w ill now say Peace be within thee. 
Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek thy 
goo<l." 

The reading of the foregoing is so timed, as not to be fully 
ended, until the senior deacon and candidate have perfonned 
the sixth revolution, and arrived at the junior warden’s station 
in the south ; when the same questions are asked and answers 
returned as at the door. The junior warden directa them to 
pass on to the senior warden in the west for further examina- 
tion, w here the same questions are asked and answers returned 

before. The senior warden directs them to be coiducted to 
tba right worahipful master in the eaat for further examima- 
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tion. The right worshipful master asks the same queslious, 
and receives the same answers as before : and pays “Please 
to condnot the candidate back to the west, from whence he 
came and put him in the care of the senior warden ; and 
request him to teach the caudidate how to approach the 
oast, by advancing upon six npright regular steps, to the 
sixth step in Masonry ; and place him at the altar, in a 
proper position to take upon himself the solemn oath or 
obligation of a most exo#^l!e*)t master Mason.*’ 

The candi<late is conducted back to the west, and put la 
care of the senior warden, who informs him how ’o anproach 
the east, as directed by the most excellent master.* Tue catj- 
didate kneels on botli knees, and places both hands on th# 
Bible, P(piare, and compasses. The most excellent master now 
comes forward and says, “ Brother, you are now placed in a 
proper position to take upon you the solemn oath or obligation 
of a most excellent master Mason, which I assure you as before 
la neither to affect your religion or politics. If you are w illing 
to take it, repeat your name and say after me." The following 
obhgation is then administered : 

“1, A. B., of my own free will and accord, in presence oi 
Almighty Ood, and this lodge of most excellent master Masona, 
do hereby and hereon, in ad<lition to my former obligationa, 
most solemnly and sincerely nromi.se and swear, that I will not 

f ive the secrets of most excellent master, to any of an inferior 
egree, nor to any person in the known w'orld, except it be to 
a true and lawful brother of this degree, and within the body 
of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such ; and not unto 
him nor them whom I shall hear so to b?, but uivj>» Him and 
them only wdiom I shall find -jo to be, alU'r strict tj-hu and duo 
examination, or lawful information. 

Furtiiermore do I promise and swear, that I will obey all 
rcpilar signs and summons, handed, sent, or tlirowm to me from 
a brother of tliis degree, or from the body of a just and law- 
fully constituted lodge of auch ; provided it be witliiu the 
length of my cable- tow. 

• The candidate in UikiAg iks Jtr»( Hep in Moionry, step* off with the 
left foot first, and brinpi up the right ao a* to form a tauare ; this li 
the actered apprentioew sUp ; the aeoond degree, he takea two steps, 
na. ; first, as above deecrit^d ; moomd sUp, right foot first, axtd ao om, 
always beginning at the JirH sti^ 
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Furthermort do I proini*© and iwear, that I will iupport 
the coDHtitutiou of the general grand royal arch chapter of the 
United State© of America ; also that of the grand royal arch 
chapter of this State, under which this lodge is held, and con- 
form to all the hy-lawH, rules, and regulations of this, or any 
other lodge of wdiich I may liereafLer become a member. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, tliat I will aid and 
aiinist all jioor ami indigent bretlireii of this degree, their 
widows ami oq)har»8, wheicHoever dispersed around the globe, 
M far as in my power, williotit injuring myself or family. 

Furtliennoie do 1 promise and swear, that the secreta of a 
brother of this degree, given to me in charge as such, and I 
knowing them to be such, shall remain as Hecret and invio- 
lable in mv breast, as in his own, murder and trea.son ex- 
cejiled, and the same left to my otcn free xcill and choice. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that 1 wdll not 
wrong this bxlge of iiio.-Nt excellent master Masons, nor a 
brother of this degree to the value of any thing, knowingly 
myself, nor suffer it to be dona by others, if in iny power 
to prevent it. 

Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will dispense 
light and knoivUdge to all ignorant and uninformed brethren at 
all limes, as far as in my j)ower, without material injury to 
myself or family. To all which I do most solemnly swear, 
with a fixed and steady purpose of mind in me to keep and 
perfonn tlie same ; binding myself under no less penally than 
to have my right and left breasts torn open, mv heart taken 
from thence, and tlirowm on a dung-hill to rot, if ever I violate 
any pari of this my solemn oath or obligation of a most ex- 
cellent master Mason. So help me (Jud, and keep me steaib 
fast in tlie due performance of the wvme.” 

M. K. M. Detach your liands, and kiss the book six times. 

The candidate is now recjuested to rise, and the most ex- 
cellent ina.ster gives him tlie sign, grip, and word appertaining 
to this degree, Tlie sign is given by placing your hands, one 
on eacli breast, tlie fingers meeting in the centre of the body, 
and jerking them a}>artas though you were trying to tear open 
your breast. [See phite 11, fig. l.j It alludes to the penalty 
of the obligation. The grip is given by taking each other by 
the right hand, and clasping them, eo that each compresses 
the third finger of the otlier with hii thumb. [If one band 
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Li larpo and tho other Rnial), they cannot both j(iTe tb« 
grip at the same time.] It ie called the grip of ad gripi, or 
covering K^'ip, bocauRC it is said, to cover all the preceding 
gripa [See 11, fig. 3.] 

The most excellent nolds the candidate by the hand, and 
puts the inside of hia riglit foot to the in.side of the candi 
date’s right foot, and wnispers in hia ear, Rahboni” In 
some Ichlges the word is not given in a whi.s]>er, hut in a low 
voice. If there is more tlian one candidate to take this degree 
in one evening, the candidate in tliia place is reipiested to take 
his scat in the lodge, until the rest have come “ thus far and 
then all receive the remaining part together. Aftfir thesa 
ceremonies are over, and the memhers sealed, some noise U in- 
tentionally made hy ehiillling the feet. 

M. K. AI. Brother senior, what is the cause of thii con- 
fusion ? 

S. ir. Is not this the day let apart for the celebration of tha 
ca)>e-8tone, most excellent 1 

3f. E. M. I will a.‘^k brother secretary. Brother secro- 
tary, is this the day set apart for the celebration of tha 
caj)e-Bt»me ? 

iS/v. [fyOfiking in his book.] It Is, most excellent. 

M. h. M. Brother senior warden, assemble the brethren, 
and form a procession for the purpose of celebrating the cape- 
•tone. The brethren then assemble, (the candidate standi 
aside, not joining in the procession,) and form a procession 
double file, and march six times round the lodge, against the 
course of the sun, singing the following song, and giving all 
the sigTis from an entered apprentice to that of most excel- 
lent master ; when opposite the most excellent a second time, 
they then give the second sign and continue it in the samt 
manner up to the signs of this degree. 

All hail to tha morning, that bida ns rejoioa ; 

Tho tomplo’i oomploted, axalt high each toiosJ 
Tha cape-atona la lliuab^— oar labour ia o'er, 

Tha aound of tha gaval shall hail oa no mors. 


To tha potrar Almighty, who orar has gaidad 
Tha tribaa of old laraal, oxAlting thaur faraa : 

To him who h^ih govaniM oar haarts ondiridad. 
Lot’s Had Corth ow tows to praiaa kU graal aai 
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Host ixcmllk»t iiASttft. 


CompAJoioni, MMOibU on thia jojfnl daj, 

(The oocneion <• gloriou*) the kej etooe to luj ; 

Fulflllwl ie til* promiee, bj the ancirrU of dayt 
To bring forth the oepe-etooe with ehouting and praine. 

The key-ntone is E.ow brought forward, and placed In lU 
proper place, that ia, two pillars or columiia, called Jachin and 
/>Vu, each about five feet nigh, are set up, and an arch placed 
on them, made of plank or boards, in imitation of block work. 
In the centre of which is a mortice left for the reception of a 
keystone; the most excellent master takes the keystone, and 
steps up into a chair, and places it in the arch ; and dnvea it 
down to its place by giving it six raps with his gavel. 

As soon as this ceremony is through, all the brethrex> movt 
ikTound aa before, continuing the song : 

There it no more ooc»j^lon for lorel or plumb llnei, 

For trowel or gerel, fur oouapee* or equare ; 

As they come to these wonls, all the brethren divest them- 
selves of their jewels, aprons, saaliea. &c. ajid hang them or' ♦!?# 
arch, as they pass round. 

Oar works ere completed, the ark iAfelj seated, 

And we thall to ^re«t«d ea workmen most rare. 

The ark, which ail this time has been carried round by /m- 
of the brethren, is bnmght forward and placed on tb-s idtAr, 
and “ m pot of irxcense is placed on the ark.’* 


Now thoee that are worthy, onr tods who hare shared, 

And proved themselree faithful, ahall meet their reward ; 

Their rirtue and knowlmlgo, industry and skill, 

Hare our appro buUon—hu re gamed our good wilL 

The brethren now all halt, and face inward to the altar ^ and 
beckon the candidaUss to join in the ceremonies 

We aeoept and reoely# them, meet eioellent maeteo^ 
lureeted with honour and i>ower to preside. 

Among wortliy crafUmen, where'er ase»*mbled, 

The knowledge of Maeana to epread far and wlda 

As they strike the following verses each brother throws his 
hands up (turning up his eyes), and giving the si^ of admira- 
tion, [1] aa before deacribed, holds them in thatjKMiUon through 
the two veraea. [See pUte U, % *•] 
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Jbniffhitr JehamaA. deaoend now *nd fill 

Thi« lodf* with tn; glory, our hM’-U with good will( 

Preside at onr meeting, aaeiet ne to find 

True ploMuree In teachiiif good will to mankiud. 

Thy wiedom inepired the great Inetitutiou ; 

Thy stroii> 5 th shall eupwrt It till nature empire. 

And when the creation shall fall into nun, 

Its beauty shall rise through the aiidst of the (Ire. 

The members all kneel and join hands, as in opening ; and 
w^hile in this attitude the most excellent reads the following 
passage of scripture : 2 Chrom viL 1,4, “Now when Solomon 
had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, 
and consumed the burnt offering, and the sacrifices ; and the 
glory of the Lord filled the house, and the priests could not 
enter into the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord 
had filled the Lord’s house. And when all the children of 
Israel saw how the tire came down, and the glory of the Lord 
npon the house, they bowed themselves with their face to the 
CTouiid upon tlie pavement, and worshipped, and praised the 
Lord, saying. For he is good* for his mercy enduretk for ever.** 
The most excellent master now kneels, and joins hands with 
the rest Tliey all then repeat in concert the word, “ For he 
is good, for his mercy enduretli for ever,” six times, eaah time 
bo^wiiig their beads low towards the floor. [See plate 11, fig. 

The members then balance six times as in opening, rise and 
balance six times more, and disengaging themselves from ea; h 
other, take their seals. 

The mobt excellent master then reads a charge to the caiuli 
date. 

The lodge is closed as in preceding degreca. 


the nsont excellent master reads these words, some brother who 
ttands back of the candidates touches a piece of ^aina-camphire to a 
ccvn<lle, and throws it with a sort of sleight of hand, all blazing Into tha 
pvt of tjirense, of the same combustible matter, which stands on the 
ALiar before the kneeling brethren, whioh instantly i^nitee and makes 
a ▼•ry brilliant light. 
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ROYAL ARCH DEGREE. 

Th« clrcurnitancea on which this dej^ee was founded, ao- 
oordiiiK to Masonic tradition, are briefly these : — 

At the destruction of Jerusalem, by Nebuchadnezzar, thres 
most excellent master Masons were taken prisoners, and con- 
veyed captives to Babylon, where they remained in bondage 
seventy years, until the reign of Cyrus, king of Persia, by 
whose proclamation they were liberated, and permitted to 
return to Jerusalem, to assist in rebuilding the temple. After 
travelling over rough and rugged roads, for many days, they 
arrived at the ** outer veil of the tabemacUf erected near the 
ruins of the temple. This tabernacle was an oblong square, 
inclosed by four veils, or curtains, and divided into separats 
apartments, by four cross veils, including the west end veil, or 
entrance. The veils were parted in the centre, and guarded 
by four guards, with drawn swords. 

In the ** Kastemmost'* end of the tabernacle, Haggai, Joshua, 
and Zerubbabel usually sat in |mnd council, to examine all 
who wished to be employed in the noble and glorious work of 
rebuihling the temple. Since that time, every chapter of royal 
arch Masons, if properly formed, is a correct representation of 
this tabemacU, [See plate 12.] 

These three most excellent masters, on their arrival, were 
Introduced to the grand council,* and employed, furnished 
with tools, and directed to commence their labours at tlis 
north-east comer of the ruins of the old temple, and to clear 
away and remove the rubbish, in order to lay the foundation 
of the new. The grand council also gave them strict orderf 
to preserve whatever should fall in their way (such as 8j>eci- 
mens of ancient architecture, 4tc.), and bring it up for theii 
inspection. 

The three most excellent mastars repaired to the deaignaud 


Hlfk prieel^ htaic, aad ssriba 



tOtAL AAOIL 


105 


plAce, and commencing work, diecorered, among other thl'n^A, 
“a iecret vault,” in the vortex of which they found treaeurt'j 
of incalculable benefit to the crafi, and to the world generally. 

For the remaining part of this history the reader is referred 
lo the ceremonies of exalting companions to this degree, which 
(if Moionie veracity can be relied on), is literally a recapitula- 
tion of the adventures of the notorious three who founded thii 
degree. 

^1 legally constituted bodies of Masons, from the degree 
of entered apprentice to that of most excellent master, an 
called Lodges ; and all legal assemblies of royal arch Mason*, 
Chapters. 

A chapter consists of nine officers, acting under a charter or 
warrant, from the grand chapter within whose jurisdiction it ii 
convened. The cliarter or warrant empowers each chapter to 
confer four degrees, viz., mark master, past master, most ex- 
cellent master, and royal arch. 

The officers of the chapter when installed, have not only a 
right of ruling and conaucting its own affairs, but also those 
of the three lodges under their jurisdictiom 

The following list of ofikere of the chapter will show how 
they rank in the lodges. 

Chapter officers. Officers of a maiik master’i 

LODGE. 

1. High priest m 1. Right worshipful master. 

X. King, 2. Senior warden. 

3. Scribe, 3. Junior warden. 

4 Captain of the host, [as marshal, or master of cere^ 

monies] 

6. Principal sojourner, 4 . Senior deacon, 

ft. Royal arch captain, 5. Junior deacon. 

7. Grand master of 3d veil, 6. Master overseer. 

8. Grand master of 2d veil, 7. Senior overseer. 

9. Grand Master of let veil, 8. Junior overseer. 

These are the requisite number of officers to open a cbapi^^ 
or lodge, according to the oaths and rules of these degreea in 
iddition to these Sbey have three other officers, via. : 
Secretary, as Secretary. 

Treasurer, Treasurer. 

Guard, Tylax. 
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The officcre and coin])Anion« of the chapter beinc stationed 
fas in plate 12 J the preaidiiig officer proceedj to ai 

follows ; 

//. P. Companions, I am abont to open a chapter of royal 
arch Masons in this place for the dispatcnof business, and will 
thank you for your attention and assistance. If there is any 
person present wlio is not a royal arch Mason, he is requested 
to retire,* [dives one rap with his gavel, which brings the 
captain of the host on his feet, and continues,] Companion 
captain of the host, the first care of congregated Masons? 

G, H. [Giving the sign, as in plate 13, fig. 1.] To see the 
tabernacle duly guarded moat eicellent. 

II, P. Attend to that part of your duty, and inform the 
guard that we are about to open a chapter of royal arch Masons 
m this place for the dispatch of business, and direct him tc 
guard accordingly. 

Captain of the host stations the guard at the outside of the 
door, gives him his orders, closes the door, and makes an alarm 
of three times three on the inside, to ascertain that the guard 
Is on his post ; the guard answers by nine corresponding raps; 
the captain of the host then gives one, and guard does the 
same ; the captain of the host returns to his post, and ad- 
dressing tlie high priest, says, ** The chapter is duly guarded, 
most excellent” 

H. P, How guarded? 

0. H. By a companion of this degree at the outer avenue, 
with a drawn sword in his hand. 

H. P. His duty there? 

C. II. To observe the approach of all cowans and eavee- 
druppers, and see that none pau or repau but such as are duly 
qualified. 

II. P. Companions, we will be clothed. 

The companions place the furniture of the chapter in proper 
order, ch)the with their various jewels, Dbes, and badges of 
this degree, and draw aside the veils, which bring the hall into 
one apartment, and resume their seats. The high priest then 
gives two raps with the gavel, which brings all the officers oo 

* If ibsrs are any siranaen pree^t or peraoos who are not knowa 
lo be royal aroh Maeoos. they ar« invited into the preparation rooos, 

iad a eofisoittee app«n&teii to eiamiae tbeiu. 
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i1m ii iect, whilto the following lecture is given, or (jnestionj 
Mkcd bj the high priest, and answered by the captain of the 
tioet, or some other officer that is qualified. 

Q. Companion captain of the boat, are you a royal arch Mason t 
A. I am, tfuit I nrn. 

Q. lit w shall I know you to be a royal arch Mason t 
A. Bv three times three. 

Q. M^here was you made a royal arch Mason ? 
il. In a juflt and legally constituted chapter of royal arch 
Masons, consisting of most excellent high priest, king and 
•cril>e, captain of the host, principal sojourner, royal arch 
captain, and the three grand masters of the veils, assembled 
In a room or place, representing the tabernacle, erected by 
our ancient brethren, near the ruins of king Solomon’s temphi 
Q. Where is the high priest stationed, and what are his 
duties ? 

A. He is stationed in the sanctum sanctorum. His duty 
with the king and scribe is to sit in the grand council to form 
plans and mve directions to the workmen. 

Q. The king’s station and duty ? 

4. Station, at the right hand of the high priest ; duty, to 
sid him by liis advice and counsel, and ia his absence, to 
preside. 

Q. The scribe’s station and duty T 

A. Station, at the left hand of the high priest ; duty, to as- 
dit him and the king in the discharge of tneir duties, and to 
preside in their absence, 

Q. The captain of the host, station and duty T 
A. Station, at the right hand of the grand council ; duty, 
lo receive their orders, and see them duly executed. 

Q. The princij»al soioumer’s station and duty ? 

A. Station, at the left hand of the grand council ; duty, 
*.0 bring the blind by a way that they knew not ; to lea<l them 
to paths they have not known, to make darkness light before 
them, and crooked things straight 

Q. The royal arch captain’s station and duty ? 

A. Station, at the inner veil, or entrance to the sanctum 
sanctorum ; duty, to guard the same, and see that none pass, 
but such as are duly qualified, and have the proper pass- words 
end tiAet of truth. 

Q. w'hai Ls the colour of hia banner f 
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A. White, and Is emhlematical of that purity of heart and 
rectitude of conduct, which is essmiial to oijtaiii adniissiou into 
the divine eanctuin Raiu.toruiii a])ove. 

Q. The fltationa and duties of the three ^and mfwtera of the 
veils ? 

A. Station, at the entrance of their respective veils ; duty, 
to guard the saine, and see that none pass out HU(‘h as are duly 
(|ualified, and in possession of the proper ]ja.s8-wordfl and 
tokens. 

Q. What are the colours of their banner? 

A. That of the third, scarlet ; which is emhlomaticAl of 
fervency and zeal, and the appropriate colour of the royal arch 
degree. It a<liu()uishes us to he fervent in the exercise of our 
devotions to God, and zealous in our eieleavours to promote 
the ha])})iness of men. Of tlie second, pur])le; wdiicli being 
pnsluc(;d by a due mixture of bbu' and scarlet, the former of 
which is the characterif^lic cobuir of the syiid»i)Iic, or tliree first 
degrees. It teaches us to cultivate and imj>rove that spirit of 
harmony betw een the brc-thren of the sy mix die d(*grees, amd 
the companions of the sublime (b'grees, whicdi should ever dis- 
tinguish the members of a society foumleii upon the principles 
of everlasting trutii and univeisal ]>hilanlhropy. Of the first 
blue; theiM'Culiar colour of the three ar.citmt or symixilical 
degrees, it is an emblem of universal friendship and beiievo- 
bnee, and iiistriicts us, tliat in the mind of a Mason those 
Tiriues Khould be as expansive as the blue arck of heaven 
Itself. 

Q. The treasurer's station and duty ? 

A. Station at the n:dnt hand of the captain of the host ; 
his duty, to keejiaju^t and regularaccountof all the })roj)erty and 
funds of the chapter ]daced in his hands, and exhibit them to 
tlm chapter when calh'd upon for that purpose, 

V The secretary’s place in the chapter f 

.1. ^station, at the left of the principal sojourner ; his duty, 
U) issue the orders and notifications of his superior officers, 
rei'.ord the proceedings of the chapter proper to be written, tc 
receive all monies due to the chapter, and pay them over to tht 
treasurer. 

Q. Guard’s place and duty ? 

A. HU station U at the outer avenue of the chapter ; hk 
duty, to guard aisinxt ths approach of cowans and aave^ 



AOTIX AMm. 


109 


droppers, and lufTer none to pa.M or repass but such as are duly 
qua! i tied. 

The high priest then directs the companions to assemble 
around the altar for the purpose of opening a chapter of royal 
arch Masons. The companions kneel upon the richt knee in 
a circle round the altar, leaving an opening for the nigh priest, 
king, and scribe^ The high priest stamling up reads the fol- 
lowing passage of scripture. [2 Thess. iiL 6 — 18.] 

“ Now we coinniaiul you, brethren, that ye withdraw your- 
selves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not 
after the tradition that ye received of us ; for yourselves know 
how ye ouglit to follow us ; for we behaved not ourselves dis- 
orderly among you, neither did we eat any man’s bread for 
nought, hut wrouglit with labour a!id travail night and day, 
that we might not be chargeable to any of you ; nut because 
we have not power, hut to make ourselves an ensain])le unto 
you to follow us. For even when we were with you, this we 
command you, that if any would not work neither should he 
eat For we hear that there are some wdiich walk among you 
disorderly, working not at all, but are busy-bodies. Now, 
tliem that are such, we command and exhort that with quiet- 
ness they work and eat their owm bread,” &c. 

The high priest, king, and scribe, then take their places in 
the circle, kneeling on the right knee, each companion crosses 
his arms and gives his right hand to his left hand companion, 
and his left hand to his right hand companion. In this posi- 
tion they all give the past-word, “ Rabhoni,” commencing 
with tiie king on the right of the high priest, who whispers in 
his ear tlie word Rabhonx the king receives it from his 
right hand companion, and he from the next ; in like manner 
the word goes round to the scribe, and from him to the high 
priest, who says, “the word is right;” ail balance “three 
>ines three,” with their bands joined, bringing them down on 
^leir knees nine times, making a paiise between each three ; 
ihey then rise and give the signs from the entered apprentice 
degree to the royal arch inclusive, after which the companioni 
join in squads of three, for the purj^ose of giving the grand 
oxnn\fic royal arch word. [See plate 13, fig. 6.] This is done 
M follows : Ibach of the three companions with his right hand 
lakes hold of the right wrist of the left hand companion, and 
with hii left hand takes hold of the left wrist of the right 
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hAnd compAnion, And plAc«« their right feet in front, with thi 
hollow to the centre $o that ihf toe of each om touches tht 
heel of the right hand man ; this is calleii three ttme* three" 
that is, three right feet forming a triajigU ; three left hands 
forming a trian^, and three right handi^ forming a triangle. In 
thia poeitioo each repeaU folluwb : 

k» did agre«, 

1q p«*oa, lo>« Kod iinitr^ 

Thn Khcrtd tfiorxi U> ko«p« 

Ho w« thr«« do 
In po«oe, love, and unitj, 

Tho mxcTtd teord to anarch ; 

Until we throa, 

Or throo auoh a« w«, ahalt a^ro* 

To clo#« tl.va rojal arch. 

They then balance “ three tunes three” bringing the right 
hand with some violence down upon the left The right 
hands are then raised above their heads, and the w(/rd” 
Jah-buh-Iun Je-ho-vah, G-o-<l, are given at low breath: 
•Ach companion pronounces each syllable or letter as follows : 


1st 

aa. 

3d. 

Jah - . - < 

. . . . pen ... 

- - • • Luk. 



- - * - Bde 

Lcn - - - . 


- - • - JlH 

Buu - . - . 

- - - Lun. 


Je 

... UK - - . - . 

• - - - V AH. 



. ... HO - 

vah. - - - - 


. - - - Jl . 

HO 

- - - van. 


a 


• - - - D. 


- - - G 

- . . o 

D. 


- . - G 

0 

. . - D. 



After the ** word” is thus given, the high priest inquires ii 
•* the word is right V’ each squad replies, “ the word is right.* 
The officers and companions resume their seats. The nigh 
priest raps three times with his gavel, the king repeats it, as 
also the scribe ; this is done three times. The high priest 
ruing, Aayt, ^ 1 now declare this chapter of royal ar^ MW>ni 
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Opened in due and ancient fonn ; and I hereby forbid all im- 
proper conduct whereby the peace and harmony of this chapter 
may be disturbed, under no lees penalties than the l)ye-law*, 
or a majority of the chapter may see fit to inflict” He directs 
the captain of the host to inform the guard that the chapter is 
open, which being done, the chapter is ready for business. . 

The secretary reads the minutes of the las; meeting, and if 
there were candidates proposa l, they are generally balloted for, 
as in the preceding degrees. The principal sojourner then re- 
pairs to the prermration room, prepares iJi^m for the degree, 
and makes the alarm at the door.* 

The captain of the liost rises an«l says, " Thei'e is an alarm 
at the door, most excellent.” 

If. P. Attend to the cause of that alarm, and see who 
oomes there. 

The captain of the host repairs to the door, and raps nine 
times, and the principal sojourner once, which the captain of 
the host answers, and opens the door, inquiring “ Who comei 
there T” 

P. S. Three wortliy brothers, who have been initiated^ 
pauedy and raittd to tue sublime degree of master Masons, 
advanced to the honorary d(^gree of mark master, presided as 
master in the chair ; and at the com])letion and dedication of 
the temple, were received and acknowledged most excellent 
masters ; and now wish for further light in Masonry, by being 
exalted to the august sublime degree of holy royal arch. 

G. H. [To candidates.] Is it oi your own free will and accord 
you make this renuest 1 

Can. [Promptea] It is. 

(XU. Are they duly and truly prepared 1 


• A clause in the oath of a royal arch Mason, run* thus : ** I further- 
more promise and swear, that I will not be at the exadtation of more or 
Us3 than thiee candidates, at one and the same time.” In case there is 
not that number to take the degree, the deficiency is ma/le up by 
Toluuteers from the chapter. The csjndidato* are prepared by taking 
their coats oft, tying a bandage round the eyes, and coiling a rope 
ttven around the body of each, which unite* them together, with 
about three feet of slack rope between them. As they enter the 
“ living arches,” groping one after the other, it rtminds one of the 
eooDomiosl mannar of fattening hogs in Westphalia, as described bv 
Hodibna. P 
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P, S. 

C. H Hav« Uiej m»d« initable proficiencj In the preoedh^ 
dcgreefl ? 

r. iS. They hare. 

O. H. By what farther ri;^ht, or benefit, do they erpeet tc 
fain adiniftsion to tliin chapter of royal arch Maaoni? 

P. iS’. By the benefit of a paaa. 

(7. }[. I lave they that paas ? 

P. ti. They have it not ; hut I hare it for them. 

C. U. Advance and tnve it 

The principal 8<>joiUf4er wh -s-h-r* in hia ear the word RAB- 
bONI. 

O. 11. Tlie word in ri;_^ht ; you will wait a time, until th« 
nioet excellent high priest be informed of their request, and hit 
answer returned. 

The ciiptain of the host closea the door, and returns to his 
place in uie chn])ttT, gives the alarm, which b answered by the 
nigh priest, who asks the same queations, and receives the 
tame answers from the captain of the host, aa were asked and 
given at the door. 

H. P. Since this ia the case, you will let them enter 
this chapter of royal arch Masons, and be received under a 
Uving arch. 

The captain of the host repairs to the door, opens it and 
says. ** It is our most excellent high priest’s oraer, that the 
candidates enter this chaiiter of royal arck Masons, and be re- 
ceived under a living arch''* 

P. S. [Walks in, leading the candidates by the rope, and 
aays,] Companions, you will follow me, I will bring the blind 
by a way that they know not ; 1 will lead them in paths they 


• 111* living atxA is fornie<l by a aumber of companions standing in 
two linos, extonding from tho door to ih» centre of the chapter ; ths 
two linos face inwar<ls. and each companion takes hold, and locks hi* 
finger* with those of his conijvanion op|>osite ; and as the oiuididatas 

pass under each couple, they place their knuckles upen the necks and 
backs of the candidates, (similar to the manner that old women some- 
times knesii bread,) the candidates jfeuerally hnd themselves prostrate 
oo the floor, before they get half way through the living arxJi ; and 
one placing his feet against the shoulder* (and perhaps face) of the 
oQs c>ehin]^ kiim, efulsaTuur* to force hi* way through, lik* a waa 
•wimtniiiK 
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h*Te not known j I will make darknew light before them, and 

crooked thin^ straight. These things will I do unto them, 
and will not lorsake them. Stoop low, bretliren : he tliat hum- 
bleth himself, shall b« exaltevl.* Having got through the 
arches, the candidates are conducted once round the cliapter, 
and directed to kneel at the altar to receive the obligation. 

P. S, [Then at-idressea the candidates,] Brethren, as you ad- 
vance in Masonry, your obligation becomes more l)inding. 
You are now kneeling at the altar for the seventh time ; and 
about to take a solemn oath, or obligation, which, like your 
former obligations, is not to interfere with the duty you owe 
to your country, or Maker. If you are willing to proceed, you 
will repeat your Christian and sir name, and say alter me : 

** I, A. B., of my own free will and accord, in presence of 
Almighty God, and this chapter of royal arch Masons, erected 
to God, and dedicated to Zerubbabel, do hereby and hereon, 
most solenuily and sincerely promise and swear, in addition to 
my former obligations, that I will not reveal the secrets of 
this degree to any of an inferior degree, nor to any being in 
the known world, except it be to a true aud li’.;ful companion 
royal arch Mason, or within the body of a just aiid legally 
constituted chapter of such ; aud never unto him, or them, 
whom I shall hear so to be, but unto liim and them only whon 
I shall hnd so to be, after strict trial and due examination, ol 
lawful information given. 

I furthermore promise aud swear, tliat I will not wrong this 
chapter of royal arch Masoiis, or a companion of this degree, 
out of the value of any thing, myself, or sulfer it to be done by 
others, if in my power to prevent it. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not reveal 
the key to the ineifable characters of this degree, nor retain it 
In my possession, but will destroy it whenever it cornea to my 
sight. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not apeak the 
grand omnific royal arch word, which I shall hereafter receive, 
us an j manner, except in that in which I shall receive it, which 


* Tha principal sojourner pasaes under the arch, which is ratssd mf 
him, out lotnred when the candidates come under it ; and unlew 
their backs are very stubborn, will be forced to the altenisiSive ei 
enurlin^ upon knees and elbowa 


H 
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will b« In the pretence of three companion royal arch Matonat 
myself making one of the number ; and then by thru iimai 
<Are«, under a living arch, and at low breath. 

I furtliermore promise and swear, that I will not be at the 
exaltation of candidates in a clandestine chapter, nor converse 
upon the tecreU of this degree with a clandestine made Mason, 
or with one who hat been expelled or suspended, while under 
that sentence. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not assist, or 
be present at the exaltation of a candidate to this degree, who 
has not received the degrees of entered apprentice, fellow craft, 
master mason, mark master, past master, and most excellent 
master. 

1 furthermore promise and swear, that I will not be at ths 
xaltatioD of mors or Uu than thru candidates at one and ths 
June time. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not be at the 
forming or opening of a chapter of royal arch Masons, unless 
there be present nine regular royal arch masons, myself making 
one of that number. 

1 furthermore promise and swear, that I will not speak evil 
of a coinnanion royal arch Mason, behind his back, nor before 
his face, but will apprize him of all approaching danger, if in 
my power. 

1 furthermore promise and swear, that I will support the 
constitution of the general grand royal arch chapter of the 
United States of America ; together with that of the grand 
chapter of this state, un<ler which this chapter is holden ; that 
I will stand to, and abide by all the bye-laws, rules, and regu- 
lations of this chapter, or any other chapter of which I may 
hereafter become a member. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will answer and 
obey all due signs and summons, handed, sent, or thrown to 
me fn)m a chapter of royal arch Masons, or from a companion 
royal arch Mason, if within the length of my cable-tow. 

I fuithermore nromise and swear, that I will not strike 
a companion royal arch Mason, to as to draw his blood in 
an^r. 

I furthermore promise and swear, that / will omploy a com* 
panion royal arch Mason, in U any oihu pereen 

equal qualificatiooa 
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I furthermore promiee and awear, that I will asslat a com- 
panion royal arch Maeon, when I see him engaged in any diffi- 
culty, and will espousi hit cause so far as to extricate him fiom 
the same, whether he be RIGHT or WRONG ! I ! 

I forthemiore promise and swear, that I will keep all the 
morels of a companion royal arch Mason (when communicated 
to me aa such, or I knowing them to be titch,) without except 
tiom* 

I furthermore promise and swear, that I will be aiding and 
assisting all poor and indigent companion royal arch Masons, 
their widows and orphans, wheresoever dispersed around the 
globe; they making application to me as such, and I finding 
them worthy j and can do it without any material injury to my- 
self or family. To all which I do most solemnly, and sincerely 
promise and swear, with a firm and steadfast resolution to keep 
and perfonn the same without any equivocation, mental re- 
servation, or self evasion of mind in me whatever ; •binding 
myself under no less penalty, than to have my skull smote off, 
and my brains exposed to the scorching rays of the meridian sun, 
should I knowingly or wilfully violate, or Iran 8<n ess any part 
of this my solemn oath or obligation of a royal arch Mason. 
So help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due performance 
of the same.” [Kissing the book seven times.] 

P. S. Companions, you will arise and follow me. For al- 
though you are obligMted royal arch masons, yet as the secret! 
of this degree are oi infinitely more importance than any that 
precede it, it is necessary that you should travel through rough 
an<l rugged w'ays, and pass through many trials, in testimony 
of your fidelity to the order, before you can be instructed in 
the more important secrets of this degree. 

The candidates are conducted once round the chapter, an4 
directed to kneel ; while the principal sojourner reads the fob 
lowing prayer. 

P. S. Supreme Architect of universal nature, who by thun 
Almighty word, didst speak into being the stupendous arch ol 
heaven, and for the instruction and pleasure of thy rational 

• I bars seen thii point in the oath fiven in three differeut waya 
that is, tha phraseology of the sentenoe varied, but it always oorert 
ar oomiHrebends, mv^er and treaeon ; aoDuetlmee it te eapreaearf 

” msmdtr mmd fwiiew extsjtdsd." 
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er^aturM, didft adorn Uf with greater and lemer lights, thereby 
magnifying thy power and endearing thy goodness unto the 
ion* of men, we numbly adore and worship thine unspeakable 
perfection ! We blens thee, that when man had fallen from hi* 
mnocence and hi*^ happiness, thou didst leave him the power* 
of rcaftoning, and capacity of improvement and of pleasure^ 
We thank thee, that amidst the pains and calamities of oui 
present state, so many means of refreshment and satisfaction 
are reserved to iia, wliile travelling the rugged path of life ; 
•specially would we at this time, render thee our thanksgiving 
and praise for the institution, as members of which we are 
at this time a8«emhle<i, and for all the pleasures we hav# 
derived from it We thank thee that the few here assembled 
before thee, have been favoured with new inducements, and 
been laid under new and stronger obligations of virtue and 
holiness. May these obligations, O blessed Father, have theii 
full elfecfrupon us. Teach us, we pray thee, the true reverence 
of thy great, miglity, and terrible name. Inspire us with a 
inn and unsliaken resolution in our virtuous pursuits. Give 
MS grace diligently to search thy word in the book of nature, 
wherein tlie duties of our high vocation are inculcated with 
divine authority. May the solemnity of the ceremonies of our 
institution be duly imj-ressed on our minds, and have a happy 
and lasting otTect upon our lives ! O thou who didst afore- 
time appear unto thv servant Moses in a fiam€ of fire out of th4 
fuidst of a hiuh^ enkindle, we beseech thee, in each of oui 
hearts, a flame of ilevotion to thee, of love to each othijr, and 
of charity to ill mankind! May all thy mxracUs and mighty 
vrorks hll us with thy dread, and thv goodness impress us witn 
a love of thy holy name ! May holinets to the L%rd be en- 
graven upon all our thoughts, ' lords, and actions! May tha 
incense of piety a-sceiui continually unto thee, from the altw 
of our hearts, and bum day and night, as a sacrifice of a sweet 
smelling savour, well pleasing unto thee ! And since sin ha* 
Iftstroved within us the tir.st temple of purity and innocenc# 
may tiiy heavenly grace guide and assist us in rebuilding f 
mmd UmpU of reformation, and may the glory of this latter 
house be greater than the glory of the former ! Amt^n •« 
mote it be.” 

After praver, the principai •ojoumer *aji^ ** 
ahaa, a&a follow ma.* 
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He conducts them once Around the chapter, auring which 
time he reads from Exodus, iii. 1 — 6. 

“ Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the 
priest of Midian ; and he led the flock to the back side of the 
desert, and came to the mountain of God, even Horeb. And 
the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire, out 
of the midst of the bush ; and he looke<l, and behold the bush 
burned with Are, and the bush was not consumed,” 

By the time this reading is ended, the candidates hare 
arrived in front of a representation of the burning bush, placed 
in a comer of the chapter : when the principal sojourner 
directs them to halt, and slips up the bandage from their 
eyea. 

A companion who perfomis this part of the scene, viz : per- 
fonating Deity, steps behind the burning bush, and calls out 
▼ehemently, Moses ! Moses!!” [The principal sojourner 
answers for candidate, ‘^llere am I.”] 

The companion behind tlie busli exclaims still more vehe- 
mently, ‘‘Draw not nigh liither : put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. 
I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, the Qod of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 

The principal sojourner then directs them to kneel down 
and cover their faces, and says, “ And Moses hid his face, fo) 
he was afraid to look upon Goth” 

The principal sojourner then says to the candidates, “Aries 
and follow me,” and leads them three times around the chapter 
during which time he reads the following passage of scripture. 

2 Chron. xxivi 11 — 20 . “Zedekiah was one and twenty 
^66118 old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven yean 
m Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord his Qod, and humbled not Jiimsclf before Jereinial 
the prophet, speaking from the mouth of the Lord. And he 
Uso rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, and stiffened his neck 
uid hardened nis heart from turning unto the Lord God of 
Israel Moreover, all the chief of the priests and the people 
transgressed very much, after all the abominations of tho 
heathen, and polluted the house of the Lord, which he haa 
hallowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fathen 
tmt to them by his messengers, because he had '^ompaaaion Ofs 
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hi* p«ople, on his dwelling pliu^e. But they m^ked tht 
meaaengen oi God, and despised his word, and misused hit 
propheta, until the wrath of the Lord arose against his people, 
till there was no remedy. 

“ Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, 
who slew their young men wiiii the sword, in the house of their 
•aucluary, and had no coin]>a98ion u]K)n young men or maidens, 
oM men, or liirn that stooped for age; he gave them all into 
his hand. And all the vessels of tlie house of God, great and 
small, and tlie treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
treasures of the King, and his princes : all these he brought to 
Babylon. 

‘‘And they burnt the house (»f God, and brake down the 
wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the ])alact s tliereof with fire, 
and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof. And them that 
had escaped from the ewonl, carried he away to Babylon, 
where they were servants to him and hii sons, until the reign 
of the kingdom of Persia.’’ 

Ab the principal sojourner commences reading, “ Therefore 
he brought upon them the king of the Chaldee.s,” &c., a scene 
of oonfu.sion takes place not easily described. The intention 
of it is to represent the siege and destruction of Jeruaalenu 
They commence by rolling cannon balb^, clashing old sw’ouls, 
and discharging pistols, and finally a general shouting, groan- 
ing, whistling, stamjiing, and throwing down benches, &c,, are 
heard in all parts ol the nail. 

In the mean time, the candidates are thrown down, bound, 
and dragged out into the preparation room, and the door 
closed. 

In a few minutes there is heard a great shout of rejoicing, 
•ach one in tlie chapter exclaiming, llurrah, for the captives!” 
This i. 4eneate(l se\eral times : the door is then opened by the 
captair ol the h(»sl, wlio informs the candidates that Cyrus hai 
made a proclamation to build a second temple at Jerusalem, 
and that they are at liberty to return. 

Tlie principal sojourner (who Is all this time with the can- 
didates,) re<iuests that the proclamation be read to them. 

The captain of the host reads as follows: — 

“ Now in the fiist year of Cyrus, king of Persia, the Lord 

ftimd up the ipirit of Cjrni% king of Perau, th^t he nude » 
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procIamAtion throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in 
writing, saying. Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia ; The Lord 
God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth, 
and he hath charged me to build him an nouse at Jerusalem* 
which is in Judali. Who is there among you of all his people? 
His God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, wnich 
is in Judah, and build the house of tlie Lord God of Isiael, 
which is in Jerusalem*** 

C. H. What say you to the proclamation ; are you willing 
to go up ? 

P. S. [After consulting the candidates, says,] We are willing 
to go up to Jerusalem ; but we have no pa4t~word, whereby to 
make ourselves known to our brethren ; when we arrive tbera, 
what shall we sa^ to them 1 

G. H. rileads Exodus iii., 13, 14.] 

“And Moses said unto God, Behold ! when I come unto the 
children of Israel, and shall say unto them, the God of youi 
fathers hath sent me unto you, and they shall say unto me, 
what is his name ; what shall I say unto them ? And God 
said unto Moses, I am, that / am: and thus thou shalt say 
unto the children of Israel, I am hath sent me unto you*” 

P. S. We will go up* Companions, you wiU follow me ; 
our pass- word is, “ I am, that I am” 

As they enter the chapter, they again pass under the living 
arch, and the principal sojounier says, “Stoop low, brethren* 
He that humbleth himself shall be exalted.* The arches grow 
heavier every time they are passed ; but the conductor con- 
soles his dupes by reiterating, “ This is the way many great and 
good men have travelled before you ; never deeming it dero- 
gatory to their dignity to level themselves wdth the maternity. 
I have often travelled this road fn.m Babylon to Jerusalem, 
and generally find it rough and rugged* However, I think I 
never saw it much smoother tlian it ii at the present 
time,’* 

By this time, the candidates have stumbled over the rugged 
road, and arrived again at the entrance of the living arch, 
[See plate 16.] 


• On one tide of the hall or ohaptor, the living archee are formed i 

oo the other side is what is called the nigged road.** Tliis is gena 

rally ooade of blocks and logs of wood, old chairs, benches, 
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P. S. Companions, here is a very difficnlt and danf^'erocE 
place ahead, which lays directly in our way. Before w# 
attempt to pass it, we iimst kneel down and pray. 

Principal sojourner reads Ps. cili. 

** Lord I cry unto thee; make haste unto me ; give ear nnto 
my voice. Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incen.'^e ; 
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Set 
a watch, O Lord, before my mouth ; kee]) the door of my lips. 
Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked 
works with men that work iniquity. Let the righteous smite 
me ; it shall be a kindness : and let him reprove me ; it shall 
lt« an excellent oiL Mine eyes an unto thee, O God, the 
Lord : in thee is my trust ; leave no< my soul destitute. Keep 
me from the snare which they have Uid for me, and the gint 
of the workers of iniquity. Let the wicked fall into their own 
nets, whilst that I witlial escape,” 

The candidates arise, pass under the arch, over the rugged 
road.aiulkneel, while the principal sojourner reads from Ps. cxliL 

P. b’. Let us pray : 

** I cried unto the Lord with my voice ; with my voice unto 
the Lord did I make my 8iq)plicatioiu I poured out my com* 
plaint before him ; I showed before him my trouble. When 
my spirit was overwlielmed within me, then thou knowest my 
patli. In the w’ay wherein I walked have they privily laid a 
nuure for me, 1 looked on my right hand, and behold, but 
Uiere was no man that would know me ; refuge failed me ; no 
man cared for my soul. I cried unto thee, O Lord : I said 
Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living. 
Auend unio my cry, for I am brought very low; deliver me 
from my persecutors ; for they are stronger than I. Bring my 
»oul out of prison, tliat I may praise thy name.” 

Faasing round as before, the candidates kneel while Ps. cxliil 
la read. 

P. b’. Let us pray. 

“ Hear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my snpplicationa ; 

thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy righteousness. And 
inter not into ii!d;^ient wuth ihy servant : for in thy sight 
^11 no man living be jui^ti^ed For the enemy hath per- 
secuted my aoul ; ne hath made me to dwell in darkness 
Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed within me; my heart 
within me ia deeolaU Hear me speedily, O Lord : my spirit 
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fafleth : hide not thy face from me, le«t I be like nnto them 
that go down into the pit. Cause me to hear thy loving 
kindnesa in the morning ; for in thee do I trust ; cause me 
to know the way wherein I should walk ; for I lift up my 
•oul unto thee. Bring my soul out of trouble. And of thy 
mercy cut off mine enemiea ; for I am thy servant” 

The principal sojourner now informs the candidates they 
have arrived in sight of the ruins of the old temple, near the 
outer veil of the tabernacle,* at tlie same time making an 
alann, by stamping on the floor, “ thrM timss thru” wnich 
brings out the master from the first veil 

M. V. Who comes here ? Who dares approach this first 
veil of our sacred tabernacle 1 Who are you, and what are 
your intentions? 

P. jS. Three weary sojourner* from Babylon, who have come 
ap thus far, to aid and assist, in the noble and glorious work 
ol rebuilding the house of the Lord, without the hope of fee 
or reward. 

M, lit. V, How do you expect to enter this first veil T 
P. 5. By the paae-word **I am that I am^” which we re- 
oeived in BabylotL 

M. lit. K. The pass is right, you have my pennission to 
enter this first veiL [The ciunlidates' walk in, and their ban- 
dages are raised.] Three most excellent masters you must 
have been, or thus far you could not have come ; but further 

J ou cannot go, without my words ^ sign, and word of exhortation. 

[y words are, Shem, Ham, and Japhet ; my iign is this, [See 
plate 13, fig. 3,] in imitation of one given by God to Moses, 
when he commanded him to cast his rod upon the ground thus 
feasting down a cane] and it became a serpent ; but putting 
lorth his hand, and U^iig it up bv the tail, it became a rod 
in his hand as before. My word of exhortation is explanatory 
of this sign, and is to be found in the writing* of Moses, and u 
aa follows, Exodus iv. 1 — 10. 

P. S. Companions, we have passed the first guard, and will 
make an alarm at the second veiL 


* Hsrs the veils are sospeoded throug-h the hall, and the oAoen 
Iske their seate, (except the principed sojoumer, who is with the oaO' 

j$dates through the wn^le ceremony, ) as in plate 12- 
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AT. fd F. WTio eom«fl there T Who darei approAch thli 
•econd veil of our »acred tabernacle 1 

P. S. Thre# weary •ojoumen from Babylon, Ac,, [*j 
before.] 

M, 2a V. How do you expect to enter the eecond veil I 

P. S. By the \cords, iign, and ioord of txhortation of the 
maater of the first veil 

M. 2d V. Give them, [words given as before,] they are right 
you have my ])enniBsion to enter this second veiL [Pass imj 
Three most excellent masters you must have been, or thus far 
you could not have come ; but further you cannot go without 
my tcords, li^n, and tcord of exhortation. My words are SJiem, 
Japhet, and Adonirarn, ; my iign is this, [See plate 13, fig. 4,] 
it is in indtatiun of one given by God to Moses, when he com- 
manded liiiii to thrust hia hand into his bosom, and taking it 
out it became as leprous as enow. My word of exhortation if 
explanatory of this sign, and is found in the writings of 
Moses. 

P. S. Companionf, we will pass on, and make an alarm at 
the third veil. 

Af. 3(1 V. Who comes there! who dare approach this third 
veil of our sacred tabernacle ? 

P. iS. Three weary sojourners, [as before.] 

Af. 3d V. How do you expect to enter ? 

P, S. By the (Pvrdt, itgn^ and word of exhortation of the master 
of the sermid veil. 

Af. 3d r. Give them, [given as before,] they are right Enter. 
Three mo.st excellent masters you must have been, or tliui 
far you could not have come ; but further you cannot go with- 
out my words, sign, and word of exhortation. My words 
Ilaggai, Joshua, and Zerubhahel ; my sign is this, [See plate 
13, fig. 6.] my word of exhi^riation is explanatory of this sign, 
and is found in the writings of Moses. I also present you 
with the signet of Zerubbabel. 

P. 5. Companions, we have passed the third veil, we will 
make an alarm at the fourth veil. 

R. A. C. Who comes there] who dares approach this fourth 
veil of our sacred tabernacle, where incense bums day and night 
upon our holy altar ! who are you, and what are your intentions] 

P. S. Three weary sojourners from Babylon, who have come 
ap thus far, to aid and aaeist in the noble and glorious work of 



bnflding the houee of tihe Lord, without the hope of fre or 
reward. 

R, A. C. How do yon expect to enter the fouxth veil of our 
lacred tabernacle ? 

P. S. By the itfords, sign, and word of exhortcUion of the 
master of the third veiL 

R. A. G. Give them [word, &c., of third veil given] ; they 
are right ; you have my permission to enter.* [Enter.] Three 
most excellent masters yon must have been, or thns far you 
could not have come. 1 will now make an alarm and present 
yon to the grand counciL 

//. P. \Vho comes here ? 

P. *S. Thrre weary eojoumers from Babylon, who have 
come u]) thus for to aid and assist in rebuilding the house of 
the Lord, without the hope of fee or reward. 

H. P. Have you the signet of Zerubbabel t 

P. S. We have [jtrcsenling a triangular piece of metal with 
the words Zer-uhba-oel engraved on it.] 

The high priest takes it, reading as follows: — ‘*In that 
day, will [ take thee, O, Zerubbabel my servant, the son 
of Shealtiel, eaith the Lord, and will make thee as a signsi, 
for I have chosen thee,” [Turning to the king.] Companion 
king, are you satistied this is the signet of Zerubbabel? 

K. I am satisfied, most excellent, that it is [taking it into 
bis hand and scrutinising it very sagaciously.] 

U. P, Companion scribe, are you satisfi^ that it if the 
•ignet of Zerubbabel ? 

iS’. [Looking shrewd] I am satisfied, most excellent. 

H. P. [Drawing it across his forehead, in imitation oi 
vhe penalty ] Signet of truth, holiness to the Lord ! [The 
king and scribe take and give the sign, repeating ** Holiness tc 
the Lord.”] 

H. P. It is the opinion of the grand council, that you have 
'resented the signet of Zerubhahed. But owing to difficultifs 
laving arisen from the introduction of strangers among the 
workmen, none are allow’ed to undertake in the noble and 
^loricufl work, but the true descendants of the twelve tribes 

• The veils are drawn eeide, the candidate* enter, and for the f rat 
time are permitted to behold the ''grand council," high priest, king, 

sikI seribe, by the light of ignited gam in an urn ^ altar. 
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It la necwsATT Tou thonld be very particuUr In tracing jottf 
genealogy. Who are you, and wliat are your intentiona ? 

P. S. We are of your own kindrod, the descendants of 
those noble families of Gibliniites, who wroucdit so hurtl at 
the building of the first tein|)4e. We have beea rei^ularly 
inituited as entered apprentice Masons, pasted to the degree 
of fellow craft, raised to the sublime degree of master Mason, 
advanced to the honorary degree of mark master, presided as 
master in the chair, and at the completion and dedication of 
the temple, were acknowle<iged as most excellent nuiytera. 
We were jiresent at its destruction by Nebuclnulnezzar, and 
by him were carried away captive to Babylon ; where w’e re- 
mained B»*rvants to him and his successors, until the reign of 
Cyrus, king of I’ersia, by whose proclamation we were libe- 
rated, and have come up thus far to aid and assist in the noble 
and glorious w'ork of relniilding the house of the Lord, without 
the hope of fee or reward. 

i/. P. Let the captives be unbound, and brought to light 
Companion king, I think we had better employ these so- 
journers, They look like good liardy men : just such men 
as we wont about the building. What say you 1 

iT. It is my opinion, most excellent, they are very expert 
worknun, I wish they might be examined. 

U. P. What is your opinion, companion scribe ? 

S. If they cau satisfy us they are Free Masons, I shall be 
tn favour of employing them immediately. 

H. P. You say you are entered apprentice Masons? Satisfy 
llie u^id counciL 

All irive the signs of the first degree. 

H. P. Are you satisfied, companion king? 

K. I am satisfied, most excellent [bow's gracefully^ 

H, P. Are you satisfied, companion scribe ? 

S. lam satisfied, most excellent. 

H. P. The grand council are satisfied you are entered 
apprentice Masons. Can you satisfy them you are fellow 
•raft Masons ? 

Candidates give the signs of the fellow craft, which causes 
the same remsrk from the grand council as the first. In like 
manner, the signs of each degree are given, up to the moet 
excellent master's degree, inclusive. 

After a Uttls ouruuitatioa, tha ** yrand council" sgrea 
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•mploy them, and famish them with working IooIb,* nnd 
iireot Ihem to repair io lha oorth eMt ooroar of tha rains 
of the ^Id tswpU, with orders to remora the rubbish, prepara- 
tory to laying the foundation for tbe new, and be rery oarefu] 
to preserve every thing that falls in their way, that they 
think will be of any service to the craft, and bring it np to 
the grand council. 

P. S. [IV) ctindiclatee] Follow me. 

Each one ehouldera hie tool, and follows the principal to- 
journer, in Indian file, to one comer of the hall, where they 
find a quantity of blocks, brick-bats, &.C., and among other 
things, a key stone. They commence removing the rubbisKf 
under which they discover a trap door^ and finding the key 
stone, take it up to this grand council ? 

//. P. Companion king, have you further business to lay 
before the granil council 

K, I have nothing, most excellent 

H. P. Have you any thing, companion scribe t 

S. 1 know of nothing, most excellent. 

H. P. 1 know of nothing, except it is to examine the work- 
men from the ruins of the temple. The workmen may corns 
forward, and give an account of their laljora 

P. S. Most excellent, in pursuance of y"ur orders, we re- 

C aired to the ruins, and commenced our labors ; and after 
iboring several days, we came to what we supposed to be an 
impenetrable rock ; but one of the companions striking on it 
with his crow, it returned a hollow sound: and on closer 
examination, we found it to be the key stone of an arch, 
which, with much difficulty, we succeeded in removing from 
its place ; through the aperture of which w’e discovered an im- 
mense vault, curiously arched, and we have brought the key 
■tone up, that it may be examined by the grand council 

H. P. You will present it Companion king, this is • 
very valuable discovery indeed. It must be a key alone of • 
laark master M;i>on. 

K. I think that ii tho siouA wrought by oar grand naaster 
Hiram A biff. 

* The oAQdidaie* are pretent«d with a pUk-ass, won, anc. tko^sl of the 
ordinary tiM, g«nerftll7 m*d« of wood, ftod k«pt in th« ohapWr for 
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H. P. [Addressing the ecrihe in the same manner, and 
receiving a like answer, draws the key stone across his fore- 
head, and giving the si^.] The key stone of a “ mark mastet 
Mason; holiness to ths Lord.** [King and scribe do and say 
the same.] 

II. P. [To candidates,] This is a very valuable discovery, 
IndeecL ISo doubt it will lead to some important treasure, of 
Inestimable value to the craft. Are you willing to pursue 
your labours, and endeavour to penetrate this secret vault ? 

P. S. [After consulting his companions.] We are, even to 
the risk of our livea 

H. P. Go ; and may the God of your fathers be with you. 
Preserve every thing that falls in your way. 

The principal sojourner and companions repair to the same 
place wnere they hrat commenced their labours ; and raising 
the trap door, consult together, to ascertain who is willing to 
descend into the vault : one of the camlidates agreeing to go 
down, they put a rope seven times round his body. 

P. id. [To candidate descending into the secret vault.] It 
U neceasary you should take a little precaution ; that is, if you 
wish to descend still lower, pull the rope in your left hand : if 
you wish to ascend, pull that in your right. 

Two companions take hold of each end of the rope, letting 
the candidate down eight or ten feet, to another trap door, 
where he finds three email trying Hijuares: and giving the 
•imial of ascending, is drawn violently u[). bhich candidate 
taRing a square, rei>aira to tlie grand council As they present 
themselves, the following passage of Scripture is read : — 

Zkchauiah iv, 9, 10. “ The hands of Zorul,)babel have laid 

the foundation of this hoU'^e ; his hands shall also finish it ; 
and thou shall know that the Lord of hosts hath sent ms unto 
you. For who hath despise«l the day of small things I for they 
shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hands of Zerub- 
babel, with those seven." 

The high priest then inquires of the king and scribe, aa 
before, if they have any more business, etc. ; and being an- 
swered in the negative, directs the candidates to come forward 
and give an account of their labours. The principal sojourner 
then relating what took place in the sar et vault, delivers ths 
three squares. 

U. P. [Drswini; th« •quars w roM his forthead]. Ths 



lOYAL AEOIL lf7 

of OUT thr«^ indent grand miotera HolinaM to Ust 

i«ord ! 

The king and scribe in turn do the same. The high priest 
Inouirea again if they are willing to penetrate this secret vault 
•till further ? The principal sojourner replies as before, that 
they are, even to the risk of their livea 

H. P, Go, and may the God of your fathers be with yon ) 
and remember your Ubour shall not go unrewarded. 

They repair to the secret vault, letting down one of the 
oompaniona, who raises the second trap door, and is let down 
about eight or ten feet further, where he finds the arA, [See 
plate 14J, gives the signal, and is drawn up. They take the 
ark and carry it up to the grand council, who after due inquiry 
into the business as before, direct the tDorJcnien from the secret 
▼mult to come forward and give an account of their laboura 

P. S, Most excellent, in pursuance of your orders, we re- 
paired to the secret vault, and let down one of the companions 
as before. The sun at this time was at its meridian height, 
the rays of which enabled him to discover a small box, or 
cheat, standing on a pedestal, curiously wrought, and overlaid 
with gold : he involuntarily found his hand raised in this posi- 
tion [see plate 13, tig. 1] to guard his eyes from the intense 
light heat reflected from it The air becoming exceedingly 
offensive, he rave the signal of ascending, and was immediately 
drawn out We have brought the ark up, for the examination 
of the pand councih 

H. P. [Looking at the ark apparently much surprised.] 
Oompanion king, this is the ark of the covenant oi Qod 1 
[The king^%nd,scriha deciore Ui«same,l* 

H.P, [Taking the ark.] We will open this ark, and are 
what valuable treat^ure it coutains [opens it and takes out a 
book]. Companion king, here is a very sncif nt looking book; 
what can it be ? Lot us read from the first page (reads). 

Genesis i. 1—3. “ In the beginning God created the 

heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form and 
void ; and darkness was upon the face of the deep ; and the 
spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God 
said, Let there be light ; and there was light." 


^ to on prinoipU, that, **• he riueh to, i* us food #• 

the intik,” 
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Dent xxxL S4 — 28. “And it came to paw, when MooM 
had made an end of writing the words of inis law in a book, 
until they were finished, that Moses commanded the Levitee 
which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, Take 
thia book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there for a 
witness against thee.'* 

Exodus rx. 21. “ And thou shall put the mercy seat above, 

upon the ark ; and in the ark thou ahalt put the testimony 

thatlahallm re thee.* 

li. P. This is a book of the law, long lost, but now found ; 
hobnsM to the Lord ! 

A book of the law, long lost, but now found ; holiness to the 
Lord ! ! 

A book of the law, long loet, but now found; holiness to th# 
Lord 11!* (The king or scribe each do the same once.) 

H. P. (To candidates.) You now see that the world is 
Indebted to Masonry for the preservation of this sacred 
volume. Had it not been for the wisdom and precaution 
of our ancient brethren, this, the only remaining copy of 
the law, would have been destroyed, at the destruction of 
Jerusalem. (Takes a little pot out of the ark.) Companion 
king, what can this be ? A pot of manna. We will read in 
the book of the law, and see what that lays. Reads from 
Hebrews ii. 2 — 5. 

A pot of manna: holiness to the Lord. [King and seribe as 
before.] Companions, we read in the hook of the law, that 
** He t^t overcometh, will I give to eat of the hidden manna,* 
Come forward, companions, you are entitled to it [Each one 
receives a small lump of ^ar.l But how it came deposited 
here, we cannot now pculicularly speak. You must go higher 
in Masonry before you can know. 

Tlie high priest finds Aaron's rod in the ark, and also a key 
to the ineflfable characters of this degree [see plate 13, fig. 7] ; 
takes the key, and explains the characters on the four sides of 
the ark, thus : 

IL ** Deposited in the year three thousand,’* By Solomom 
king of IwweL* ** Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram AbiflL* 

* Each tims as the hi^b priest repeats " A book of the law,” he., he 

09m the of the pe^^ of this degree. [See plate It, If. L] 
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" For the good of Masoiiry generally, but the J ewish nation in 
particular. 

H. P. [Add rcKsea candidates.] Companions, here are thru 
myiUrioiu wonts, in a triangular form, upon the ark, which 
srhen first found, was covered with three squares, the jewels 
of our three ancient grand masters ; and from this circum- 
stance we nijyposed it to be the ** Long lost master Mason’s 
word and on applying the key to it. it i)roved our suspicions 
to be correct. It is the name of Deity in three languages, 
viz.: Chaldee, Ilebre^p, and Syriar, wliich is the long lost 
master Mason’s word, and has now become the grand omnijic 
royal arch word. 

’fhe word is given to the candidates as before described,* 
[see plate 13, fig. 61. The high priest then gives the candi- 
uates a history of the degree, as before hendn given, and the 
chanter is closed in the same manner as it is openeil ; except 
that the high jiiiest di dares the chapter closnL 

The key to the ineffable ch.iracters or royal arch cypher 
alluded to in the oath, and delineated in plate 13, fig. 7, con- 
siflts of light angles in various attitudes, with the addition of 
a dot Being dissected it forms 26 distinct characters, cor- 
responding with the 26 letters in the English alphabet 

Til ere are two ways, at least, of combining and using these 
(diaracters for secret correspondence. 

One method is t(j call the first sign, J a : tlie second, | |b ; 

and bo on, reading from left to right, thus : 

abode fgiiijklmiiopqratuv 

jULUDcnriF'^ X ^julhqe^rf 

w X y z 

The second motle to rea<l the alpliabet is as follows: 

• b c d e f g li i j k 1 111 n o p q r s t u A 

jjuuLEiiEmcEnxi-rrw >•> 

W X V z 

• In ol(;8iru? tbo cJi*pt«r, the wonla are not given ; they only raiao 

and put tHair headi under, without ifiTin^ tba worcL 



□n c >un^ nu^ olt > >-iJ udul 
F j □>FnDTi DGr nEnuL <£0 
•rr- EunnoLFrc f cff 
□□>CF j^zi r □□□□[: _iz)Fni 
3J FFLER^.^ ••> >Lr jcnni 

^nr 3DJ >ni]v/auF rmojnL cff 
•< EF^ ‘ajHaEnn hl cdledue 
^□Q •> >Dr >u“iJLDFF amr 

EFnjFFF^nn err FOEULnan 
•□Lr>>j_) 3JUL FJ > >ru 
njFnjF v- DUL LF LF j > >r n ■>□ 
cnrjrLi.nnnn r rn ‘ fflefn/ rl 
rnjEF >nr fj frjlfvQrjf j 

^FF ‘DnjLnF JJUL ULHRJ 

E>>i — I ‘□□□u^nzi>D err 
'□□□u □>ju<^ Liuernn jju 
err ‘LJF > •>rs/ fj □Lr>>jj 
JJUL FJ jr^ FFLaR'/ ‘->11 
^jrEBLrej rjfrjfs, dul > > 
^□r >unji^Hrj •cqful eijdul 
rn an e >ynu3 •>dul '•>ljfuv 

•v.ni nUL FR □>DJs/JU DeUDU 

•FJe >URUE rrLDRv s/F j > > J<' 

□ >D3V'JU LF J > >rR FF^ F JJ 
•NOixnv.) (f\’v :'7,)i.i.0N 

Mpiun^xj ) Ji} i>i[) jo 

oe? 


•HOyV IVAOH 
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njLLc- "lUEnmnr E 

^U0~UJ. 

I — ij-jjDjnnj. jnn.s. i 826 . 

ipplicatiiin 1 ) 1 ' iho seouiid ex;im[ilr. 

‘ nr V jEDvj >F'^^ 

vor. □ nnvDULU an >r 

E-J v\> n_iFLr, —I'n n'n_iiii'^Lrs>' 

LnsvLFrnr. unnnru ni_r2]jnv 
rmnn-c^EL r nron-^v^ fl vFiluv 

□ nn .J < FL'C^UZ) v3L nJHL 

nr nnrnjF j^rnL^vy 

nnFn_j"i □>/ j“i L-<nLE- 

ELU njv/nn Dv j nnvsyjEL. hl 
□v' jn lffeeelu njvn“, 
j ji GnnnwLF gge _i 
v'<n'nuELr. jGjnnx^v/ 

L->nE ULvDGnN^ nr < unn v 3 L 

LEJvLFnnv^ Z]G'>'i_ jinE^ 

nrn >nuE j. 

j njs.ni 

s/LRs^LnjLF 7, 1826. 

This is said to bo tlie cyplier used by the notorious Aaron Burr, in COT^ 
►lential cointniinicaiions Jus companions royal arch accompli' e<, secretly 
*> execute his treasonable plots against tJie government of the United 
itates. It fully illustrates the danger of secren combinations. 

Had these letters fallen into tJie hands of any but royal arch Masons, they 
ould not Jiave rani them, witfiout the kev, as in plate 111 fig. 7. And 
jad they fallen into tlie liands of royal arch Mas^ms, who disapproved of the 
^reaaoOL, tliey would have felt (oonscientionsly) bf)und to conceal ; having 
taken an oath, under the penalty of doa.i.li, to ‘ (’onceal tlie secrets of acxjin- 
pajoiou royal arch Mason, murder and treason not excepte<L' 
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riif circuiu:^tanc«8 on which thiw degree waa fouDde<l 
acc^ording to Mascniic tradition)^ originated at the building 
oi King Soloin<jn’8 Temple ; our three ancient grand masters 
Y\i. : Solomori, King of Israel, Hiram, King of Tyre, and 
Hiram Abilf, at that time fonned a resolution to reward all 
those master Masons who should prove themselves worth} 
by tlieir hdelity, industry, and skill, by connnunicating to 
them the omnijic word. This being agreed u]>on, it tnen 
became necessary to a^ee at what time, and under what cir- 
cumstances it should be first communicated ; this was a 
point not easily detennined ; several plans were nroposed, 
and found exceptional, insomuch, that their deliberations 
upon this sulyect continued until a short ti’ne prior to the 
corrjplelion of the Temple; when it was proposed by Hiram 
Al)ilf, that the word sliould not be given, until the Temple w'as 
completed, and then only in the presence, and by the con- 
nent of all three ; this plan was adopted, and they bound 
tlK iuselves by solmui oaths to a strict observance of the same. 
Not long after tliis agreement, Hiram Abiff went into the 
%a!ictum sanctorum, as it was his usual custom at high twelve 
to offer up his [)rayers to the Deity, and draw designs upon the 
tT*‘stle-boar'l, and as he was returning, he was accosted at the 
eni ranee of tlu- same by Adoniram, who in a very friendly 
fimtmer impiiird, when he should receive the omnijic wonl 
Hiram Abili o plied, My worthy friend Adoniram, it ia on 
;♦ rtain when, or wluther you will ever receive it, for, agree- 
able to arrangt imuitH lately entered into by Solomon, King oi 
I srael, Hiniin, King of Tyre, and myself, the word camiot be 
/!veu until tlie T<uiiple is completed, and then only in the 
presence of all three.” Adoniram replied, “ Supposing one of 
roil three be removed hence Viy death, prior to the completicn 
yflhe Temple, how then shall I expect to receive it?” 

Hiram Aniff^ pointing down aiul tapping i le floor thra« 
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times with his foot, observevi in a very soleiim tone, *' When 1 
die they'll bury it there.”* 

The following passage gives an allusion to what la iia- 
teuded to be represented by this council 

** And he set the chtruhims within the inner house, and they 
stretched forth the wings of the cherubims, so that the vying 
of thd one touched the one w'all, and the wing of the other 
touched the other wall, and their wings touched one another, 
In the midst of the bouse.” 

The ark called the glory of Israel, which was set in the 
middle of the “ holy place, under the wings of the cherubims, 
was a small chest, or colfer,” &c. The companions being thus 
axranffed around the altar, the candidate is conducted 
Into the room, or hall ; soon after ho enters, a companion. 
In imitation of Hiram Abiff, comes in and kneels at the 
altar (called sanctum sanctorum) and repeats the following 
prayer : — 

Thou, 0 God, knowest our downsitting and uprising, and 
understaudest our thoughts afar off : shield and defend ui 
from the evil intentions of our enemies, and support us under 
the tiials and afflictions we are destined to endure while 
txavelling this vale of tears. Man that is bom of woman is of 
few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth as a flow'er, 
and is cut down : he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth 
not ; seeing his days are determined, the number of his months 
are with thee ; thou hast appointed his bounds that he cannot 
pass : turn from him, thut lie may rest, till he shall accomplish 
nis day ; for there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it 
will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not 
cease. But man dieth and wasteth away : yea, man giveth up 
the ghost, and where is he ? As the waters fail from the se^L 
\ud the flood decayeth and drieth up, so man lieth down, and 
iseth not up till the heavens shall be no more. Yet, O Lord, 
have compassion on the children of thy creation ; administer 

* It is believed by Masons, that Hiram Abiil had been forewarned 
of his approAchinff axoful fate, of which we have a detailed account in 
the master Mason s deCTee. This history the author had word for 
word from the mouth of one Mr. Barney, who stylee himself the grand 
lecturer of Masone ; and if the history is merely fiction, probably 
B. like the author wae dup^d bw eoie one who made it his bmiineis ia 
peddle falsehood* 
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them comfort In time of trouble, and save them with an eTe^ 
lasting ealvatiom Amen, So mote it be.” 

He rises and passes out of the sanctum sanctorum, under 
the extended wings of the cherubiras. The candidate is 
directed to walk up to him and accost him as follows : Our 
grand master, Hiram Abiff, when shall I expect to receive the 
master Mason’s word ?” 

H. A. My worthy companion Adoniram, Ac. 

The same conversation passes, as related in the history of 
this degree. The candidate personates Adoniram, and the 
other companion Hiram Abiff. 

The obligation of this degree is given in different ways. 
When the author received his degree, which was in a regular 
council, the obligation was thus, viz: — ** Do you promise, upon 
the oath of a royal arch Mason, to keep the secrets oi this de- 
gree r Ana ** I do.” 


LlCTURl. 

If A and B wish to examine each other on this degree, they 
will proceed as follows : 

A. Taps the floor three times with his toe, und sayi, ** Do 
you know anything about this 

B. I know something about it. 

A. What do you know about it t 

B. I know something about the beginning of it. 

B. Then taps the floor three times, and says, “ Do you know 
anything about this V* 

A, I know something about it 

B. What do you know about it t 

A. I know something about the ending of it 

B. What is the beginning 1 

A, Alpha. 

B. What is the ending ? 

A. Omega. 

The grip is given by taking each other by the wnst (as two 
•hildren do to make a seat for the thinl), that is, A takes hold 
of tha wrist of his left hand with his right ; B does the same, 
snd with the left hand, they each take hold of the other’s right 
wrist, to that the four hands form a square. 

The words art given by quitting the hold of your own wrist, 
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fxtending your left ann downwards at the full length, keeping 
hold of your companion’s right wrist ;* at the same time, place 
your right feet together, toe to heel, so as to form two sides of 
a triangle ; looking down at the feet, each in a low tone says, 
Alaa^ poor Hiram / [See plate 17, fig. 9.] 

The sign of this degree is given by placing the fore-finger of 
the right hand upon the lips. [See plate 17, fig. 1.] 

It is used as a caution to a companion, when you wish him 
to keep silence. 

The following will serve to cast some light on this degree. 

“ This degree cannot legally be conferred on any but royal 
Irch Masons, who have taaen all the preceding degrees ; and 
at ia preparatory to that of the select master. Although it ii 
ihort. yet it contains some valuable information, and js inti- 
mately connected with the degree of select master. It also 
•nables us with ease and facility to examine the privileges of 
others to this degree, while, at the same time, it proves our- 
selves.” 

The following passages of Scripture, &c,, are considered to 
be appropriate to this degree. 

Rev. xiil 12 — 14. “ And behold I come quickly ; and mv 

rewani is wdth me, to give every man according at his work 
shall be. 1 am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and th® 
end, tlie first and the last. Blessed are they that do his com- 
fliandments, that they may have a right to the tree of Life, ami 
may enter in through the gates into the city.” 


Thia is naid by Mmods to represent a broken square, and ia ombl®- 
Siattoal of tbo wntimoly HealK of Hiram AbiJ. 
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Thin (Jogn>e ia the siminiit and perfection of ancient 
Ma-Monry : and without which the history of the royal arch 
degree (muuot be complete. It rationally accounti for the 
c^nieealment and preaervation of those easentials of the craft 
which were brought to light at the erection ol the second 
temple, and which lay concealed from the Masonic eve, four 
hundred and seventy years. Many particnlai's relative to 
those few, who, for their superior skill, were selected to com- 
plete an important part oi king Solomon’s temple, are ex- 
plRine<i ; ana here too, is exeinj»lilie<l an instance of^asiicd and 
tnercy^ by our ancient patron towards one of the craft, who 
was led to disobey his commands, by an over zealous attach- 
ment for tlie institution. It ends with a description of a par- 
ticular circumstance, w hich characterises the degree. 

For form of council, see plate 16 . 

The ftsrtt officer is seated in the east (council chamber), under 
a rich canopy, dressed in royal purple robes, a golden crown 
on his heaa, and sceptre in his hand ; and a gold trimmed 
collar on his neck, to which is suspended a gold trowel. He 
represent king Solomon, and is styled, thrice illustrioui grand 
master. 

The second officer is on his right, with the same dress and 
decorations. He represents Hiram, king of Tyro, and is styled 
depiity illustrious grand master. 

The third is seated on the left of the first. He is dressed in 
yellow robes, trimmed with blue, a collar on his neck, and a 
gold hammer in his hand. He represents Hiram Abiff, and is 
c^led Principal conductor of the work. 

Before each of the three first officers Is a triangular table^ 
upon each angle of which is a burning taper, and in the centre 
a triangular juate of gold. A veil or curtain separates them 
from the rest of the officers and companions, as is ipreseated 
In plate 16 . 
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The next three officer* in rank are seated in the other part 
of the hall, a# aa t/j form a triangle, in the following order, 
riz. ; 

The eecretai^, who is the fourth officer, in the eoutK 

The fifth, treasurer, in the north. 

The sixth is seated in the trest, with a drawn sword, repre- 
sents Adoniram, and is styled Captain of the guards. 

The seventh officer is called Ahishar, the grand steward. Ht 
acts as tyler, and it to guard the inside of the door. 

The officers being seated, the veil or curtain is drawn aside, 
which brings them all into one apartment. 

The presiding (or first) officer gives notice that he is about to 
open a council of select masters ; and after the necessary pre- 
caution to ascertain that there is none present but those of tL« 
deOTe^ he proceeds as follows : 

A. S. My worthy companion of Tyre, shall we resume our 
labours and complete the secret work which haa been so happily 
begun ? 

Hiram, king of Tyre, replies, ** Thrice illustrious grand 
master, it is my most ardent wish to see it completed, and tht 
•acred treasure therein safely deposited ; that I may return to 
my own country with the satisfaction of having faithfully dis- 
charged my duty to the craft. 

K, S. Companion conductor, are our numbers complete T 

H. A. Thnce illustrious grand master, I find the number of 
^iree times nine. 

X. S. Companion conductor, you will see that the secret 
Mult is made secure. 

Hiram Abiff returns, and says, ** Thrice illustrious, all is in 
•ecurity.” 

K, S, Illustrious deputy grand master, what is it o^clock T 

H. K. T. Nine at night, thrice illustrious, when all prying 
•yes are closed in sleep. 

K. S, Such being the hour, it is my pleasure that a councD 
of select masters be now opened for the dispatch of business. 
Companion conductor, you will therefore order the companions 
to their several stations, and after the regular alarm shaD be 
given, let them proceed to their labours, according to the di- 
rections they have received. 

H, A. Companions, it is our illustrious grand maoteris order* 
that a council of aelect masters be opened for the dispatch of 
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btiaiiiesB ; and after the regular alarm of the wysierioiu number 
tUne is given, each will resume his labour. 

Solomon then knocks eight quick and one slow, and all th« 
officers imitate him in their turn, according to rank. 

Then all the companions knock eight quick and one slow 
with their hands. 

Solomon says, Attend to giving the signs, conipaniuna.” 

All tlie com])anion8 rise' on their feet and give the signs 
from entered apprentice to the royal master, as before de- 
•cribeiL 

The signs of a select master are as folh^vvs : The first ix 
similar to the sign of diatre.ss of a ma.ster Master. The fists 
are both clenched, in allusion to one of the penalties of the 
obligation, which is to have both hands chopped off to the ttumps. 
[See plate 17, fig. 7.] 

Another sign is made by crossing the liands and arms, as in 
plate 17, fig. 4, with a quick motion draw the hands edgewise 
across the body downwards, as though y<ju were m the act of 
quartering the body, and let them drop by your sides ; this is 
in imitation of part of the penalty of this degree, which is to 
have the body quartered. 

Another sign is given by placing the hands over each eye 
fas in plate 17, fig 8J and w’itn a quick motion throw the armr 
aownwards at an angle of forty-five degrees, as though you was 
‘Hearing the eye-bulls from tlie sockets,” and dasliing them on 
the ground, drop the arms by the side ; this is a part of the 
penalty of a select muster. 

Another sign [see plate 17, fig. G] alludes to tliat part of the 
penalty of being thrown among the rubbish of the temple ; v 
IS made by placing the left hand upon the up]>er part of the 
forehead, the palm down, and cover it with the light, the body 
erect, heels together, step off with the left foot, and plant it 
about eigliteen inches in front with a stamp, at the same time 
dart the hands forward. 

The most important signs of this degree among Masons are 
the.se [see plate 1 7, fig. 2 and 3l tliey are made in this manner 
— place the palm of the right hand upon the heart, and pro- 
nounce the word “ secrecy,” and immediately raise the left 
hand, and place the palm m>er the mouth, the first finger against 
the upper lip, the others a little off, the thumb against the side 
of the note, and pronounce the nord “silence,” raise the right 
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hand from the breast, and place it over the eye*, and aay 
tiUnee and darhusi. 

Solomon then saya, I declare this council of select masters 
opened in due and ancient form ; the companions will govern 
themselves accordingly. He then gives a heavy rap with his 
gavel, and his right and left hand companions do the same, 
and each resumes hia seat. 

The council being opened, the candidate is conducted to an 
antichamber, and is told to remain there until he sees the door 
open, when he must walk into the council. 

The tyler (or grand steward Ahishar) takes his post on the 
Inside of the door to guard the same, who, after walking back 
and forth, he sits down by the door and feigns himself sleeping 
(this is a very difficult part to act, the loudest snorers are always 
selected and to test this point, each companion exhibits a speci- 
jrten of hit talents or skill by laying down on the door or bench 
near the door, and throws himself into all the attitudes and 
grimaces of somnolency, by groaning, snoring, grating of teeth, 
choaking, &c. ;) the door, is now thrown open and tne candi- 
date (Izai)ud) enters. 

Captain of the guards demands ** Who comes there 1” 

Izabad replies as directed, “ A zealous brother, who wishes 
to partake of your labours.” 

G, G. Clive me the word, sign, and token of your entrance. 

L I have none, 

G. G. An intruder ! an intruder ! 

(Companions all exclaim, put him to deatu instantly. For 
the ceremonies of initiating a companion to this degree see 
history ; the candidate represents Izahud^ who lived in the 
days of king SolonioiL, 

Histort. 

Our three grand masters at building the temple entered into 
a solemn agreement, by obligation among themselves, not to 
confer the master's degree until the temple should be completed, 
and even tlien only on such m should have rendered themselves 
irorthy by their skill, their virtue, and their inflexible fidelity 
to the craft ; their agreement was such, that all three must bt 
present when it should be conferred, lest partiality for a friend, 
might occasion the admissiou of an unworthy member ; they 
ilso caused their obligation to be sueh, that if either should 
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taken away by death prior to the timshiiig of the temple, 
the master'd degree would of course be lost ; they also, in theii 
wisdom, and by the writingi of their prophets, possessed a 
firm belief that if the children of Israel continued not in the 
belief of the Supreme Judge, to obey his commands, their ene- 
mies would be let loose against them, their city and temple 
would be sacked and destroyed, and themselves carried into 
captivity, and thus the knowledge of the arts and sciences, to- 
gether with the patterns and valuable models, which were 
contained in the temple, and writings of Moses would be for 
ever lost. 

To remedy this great evil, they agreed to build .a secret 
vault under ground, leading from King Solomon’s most retired 
apartment, a due west course, and ending under the sanctum 
eanctonim, to be divided into nine separate apartments or 
arches, the ninth to be under the sanctum sanctorum, all of 
which was to be erected or built by themselves, and such com- 
panions as they should select, for the special purpose ; tha 
ninth arch was to be the place for holding their grand council, 
and also a deposit for a true copy of all those things which 
were contained in the sanctum sanctorum above. There were 
selected to work in the other eight arches, twenty-three from 
Gebul, a city in Phceiiicia, who were Ghiblimites, or stone 
tquarers, who, together with Adonirain, were well skilled in 
the arts and .sciences, particularly sculpture ; their hours of 
labour w ere from 9 at night to 12, when they retired to rest. 
During the erection of this secret vault, a circumstance occurred 
which cliaracterises this degree. 

A particular friend of King Solomon, whose name wai 
Izabud, discovered that a secret work was going on about the 
temple, of which he was not informed by his friend ; he for 
some time grieved in silence ; at length he communicated his 
suspicions to King Solomon, and begged to know how he had 
forfeited his confidence ; the king told him that his confidence 
in him remained the same, and desired him to be contented for 
the present, for the time would soon arrive when a door would 
be left open for his reception (meaning when the temple should 
be finished and he received the masters degree), this for a time 
satisfied him, but one evening having some particular business 
with King Solomon, he went as usuS to seek him in his most 
Mtirsd room, and finding the door of the secret vault open and 
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Bot guarded as usual, by the grand steward Ahishar, he took 
It for granted that it was left open for hie reception, agree- 
ably to the king’s promise : he therefore boldly entered, but 
was soon accosted by Adoniram, the captain of the guard, who 
•temly demanded, “ Who comes there 

izabud replied, “ A zealous brother, who wishes to partake 
of your labours.” 

The captain of the guard demands, “ Give me the word, sign. 
And token of your entrance.” 

Izabud replied, I have none.” 

The captam of the guard exclaims “ An Intruder ! an in- 
truder ! ” 

This caused the three grand masters and the rest of the 
coin])auionH to assemble, when king Sohuiion demanded the 
cause of alarm. The c-aptaiu of the guard informed him that 
‘*Aii intruder has invaded our secret vault.” 

King Solomon ordered him to be put to death immediately. 

The captain of the guanl taking him by the collar, and 
placing his sword at his breast, wjus about to execute the order, 
when Be discovered him to be Izabud ; and knowing the inti- 
macy subsisting between him and king Solomon, addressed 
him thus : 

“ Thrice illustrious king Solomon, consider for a moment on 
whom you are about to indict this awful penalty. It is no 
less than your particulaj friend Izabud.” 

King Solomon said, Bind him fast, and see him forth- 
coming when called for, or your life shall answer for hii 
••cape.” 

The captain of the guard binds him and conducts him to 
prison. The three grand masters retire to the ninth arch to 
consult together ; and on examination found that only twenty- 
seven could be employed in the work. Three in each arch 
And that those thus employed could not pass beyond that in 
which they were stationed ; nor could any others enter without 
iorfeiting their lives. It was therefore out of the power of 
the king to pardon his friend. They then returned to the tirnt 
arch and ordered the offender to be brought before them, when 
king Solomon thus addressed him : 

” Alas, my unfortunate friend Izabud, your disobedience 
and curiosity have forfeited your life. 1 have consulted with 
»y coUeixguea, and find them inflexible. My obligsuon, aiso, 
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U of inch a nature, that I bar® not the power to pardon 
you.” 

*iahud then fell on his knees, and thui addres.sed the king; 
"Thrice illu.strious king Solomon, 1 pray you to remember 
how great and sincere my attachment has ever been to your 
sacred pern. >11, to your services and secrets; of late, finding a 
orivate w'ork going on, with wdiich I was not made accpiaiiite*!, 
1 feared I had lost the confidence of my sovereigai, and grieved 
in silence. At lenglli I took the lil^erty of mentioning the 
mutter to your majesty, and you directed me to rest con- 
tented ; for the time would soon arrive wdien a door would 
left open for inv r(*ception. d'his ranee satisfied me ; and 
this ev»iiiiig, having some ]>articular business with your 
nuijei-ty, I houglit you in the retired room ; and finding the 
lioor o]'eii and unguard('<l, 1 took it for gi anted it was for my 
reception, and entered accordingly. But I I 7 your majesty 
to believe that it w'aa not a sidrit of disobedience or curiosity 
which proni])tt d me to do it.” 

The king of d'yre addre5se<l king Solomot ^Thrice illus- 
trious, 1 tiud your friend is not guilty of the charge alleged 
against him. Ilia offence is rather owing to some imprudent 
ooservatioii ol yuar own ; he must therefore be panloned, and 
admitted.” 

King Solomon observes, " My worthy companion of Tyre, 
how can that be done ? is not o!ir number already lull 

Hiram Abiff addresses king Solomon : "Thrice illustrious, 
It is true our numbers are full ; but Ahiihar, the guard, is no 
longer wortiiy of our confidence. He was found sleeping at 
hia post, and he alone is guiltv. Lot him therefore oe dis 
charged and immediately eiecuted ; aud let Irabud be placed 
in his stead.” 

King Solomon observtHl, " I thank you, my worthy com- 
panion, for your advice: it shall be done. Izabiui, are you 
willing to take a solemn obligation to keep inviolably the 
lecrets of our onler / ” 

Izabuii assents. 

iving Solomon says, "Free him of his sliacklcs, and condua 
him to the altar.” 

" I, A. B., in pr^r-mce of tlie grand architect of the universe, 
Slid beiore this illustrious a.Hsembly, detiicated to the most 
pinasAiii, mo*it terrible, most merciful Creator, do solemnly 
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•wear, that j will never discover the sign*, token*, and word* 
belonging to a select master, nor to any one living, the secret 
of this royal vault, neither by ipeakiiig, writing, engraving, 
\^rving, or painting ; or by any dumb sign, or motion, in any 
unlawful way, whereby the least hint might be taken, that in 
this place existed a secret work, or tliat any secret* are depo- 
lited here. 

“ 1 lurthermore swear that I never will penetrate into the 
lecrets of the ninth arch, unless legally autliorised by our 
thrice illustrious grand masters. All this I swear, with a tirin 
and steady resolution, witliout any mental reservation or self- 
evasion of mind in me whatever ; binding myself under no 
less penalty, besides all my former penalties, to have my hand* 
chopped otf to the stumps, my eyes plucked out from the 
sockets, my body quaitered, and then tlirown among the rub- 
bish of the temple ; that there may remain no more remem- 
brance of such a vile wretch, il* ever I should wilfully violate 
this my obligatiou. So help me God, and keep me .'>teudfast 
in the same. Amen.” 

Kisses the book nine times. 

King Solomon took him by the hand, raised him, and 
observed, “I now receive you a comj'auion select ; therefore, 
in futui-e, be ever blind and dumb to everything you have 
seen and heard.” 

The thrice illustrious then gave him all the necessary cau- 
tions. 

After the ninth arch was completed, tlje three grand master* 
deposited therein a true copy of those things which were of 
importance to the ciaft and to the Jewish nation ; such as the 
ark of the covenuut, the pul of manna, tlie rod of Aaron, the 
book of tlie law, &c, ; and that they might be known and 
duly appreciated, if ever found, by future generations, they 
agreed to place their names on three of the sides of the arlL 
and on the fourth side they placed tlie date of, by whom, and 
for what purpose they w ere thus deposited ; which was for the 
good of the craft in generdl, and the Jewish nation m particu- 
lar ; and that, should the temple be destroyed, and th* 
people carried away into captivity, yet on their rele^ise, and 
rebuilding the house of their God, they might possibly dia- 
eover these valuable treasures. 

After this deposit was made, and prior to the completion oi 
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the temple, out ^and master, Hiram AbifF, wa« aaeassinated 
in a manner related in a preceding degree ; and, by hia death, 
the maater'e word was lost. The two kings were willing to do 
all in their power to preserve the sacred word, and aa they 
could not communicate it to any, by reason of the death of 
their friend Hiram Abiff, they agreed to place it in the secret 
rault, that if the other treasures were ever brought to light, 
the word might be found also ; they therefore placed it on the 
top of the ark of the covenant, in the Hebrew, Syriac, and 
Chaldaic languages ; and that it might be known as the true 
word, when discovered, they placed the three grand masters’ 
jewels, one on eacli language, well knowing that a description 
of those jewels would he lianded down to the latest posterity, 
and by these means, the royal arch, or rather the ancient 
maatei^i word, was finally dirtcuvered ; l>eing the same which 
was communicated by (Jod himsedf to Enoch, and in use 3000 
years, when it was lost by the death of Hiram Abilf, and after- 
wards brought to light at rebuilding the second temple, and 
hits been in use ever since, and will continue to be the same 
till time shall be no more. 

The ceremony of receiving the candidate being through, the 
officers and companions all remme their seats, as before 
described, and the tAricc illustriout reads the following passage : 

Deut. xiii. 24 — 26. “ And it came to pass, when Moses had 
made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until 
they were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites which 
bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, Take this 
book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord your God, tliat it may be there for a witness 
against thee.” 

When the reading of this chapter is finished, four com- 
panions bearing the ark^ advance to the centre of the council, 
and place it upon the altar, open it, and put the book of the 
law into it, and return to their seats. 

Thrice illustrious reads, 

Exodus xvi. 33, 34. “ And Moses said unto Aaron, T ake a pot, 
and put an omer full of maima therein, and lay it up before the 
Lora to keep for your generations. As the l^rd commamh'd 
Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the lesirmoiiy to be kept’’ 

A cumpani^'u bniigt th** pot of and puls it into Uir 
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Thrice UlxietrlouB reads, 

Number! ivii. 10. ** And the Lord «aid unto Moaes, BrlBg 

Aaron’! rod again before the testimony, to be kept for a 

token.’* 

In like manner Aaron' t rod is deposited- 

Thri':e illustrious reads, 

Numbers vii. 89. **And when Mcaes was gone into the 
tabernacle of the congregation to speak with him, then he 
heard the voice of one speaking unto him from o(F the mercy 
•eat, that was upon the ark of the testimony, from between the 
two cherubima ; and he spake unto him.” 

The three grand masters, viz.: S(»Iomon. king of Israel, 
Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram Abitf, then places the name 
of Deity upon the ark, in three languages, \n the Hebrew, 
Chaldaic, and Syriac, and place their three jewels (or squaren) 
in a triangular form upon it. They place on the side* of the 
ark the time of its deposit, who by, and for what purpose, etc. 
They also put into tne ark a key to the ineffable character! 
upon its sides and top. [See plate 13, fig, 7 and 8.] 

The ark is then put down through the scuttle or hole 
through the floor, made for that purjiose, and placed in the 
position in which they are found in the royal arch degree. 

The business being through, the companions take their 
stations, as in opening, and then proceed to close the council, 
as follows : — 

K, S. Companion captain of the guards, are you a select 
master 1 

61 G, I am acknowledged as such, and have wrought nay 
reg’ilar bourn in the secret vault 

K. S. What are the regular hours ? 

C. 0. From 9 at night unlil 12. 

K. S, How gained you admission there I 

C. 0. Through fervency and zeal, wliich was mistaken for 
curiosity and disobedience, and had well nigh cost me ray life; 
but justice and mercy prevailed, and I was admitted. 

K. S. How so ? 

C. 0. My fervency and zeal led me into a place through • 
misconstruction of king Solomon’s promise, by which I for- 
feited my life ; but mercy triumphed over justice, and I 
admitted a member among theni- 

A, A What is meant by a select master I 
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C. 0. Those who were selected to build the roral vault 
Ifen whose skilly iutegrity and secresy, were well known to 
our grand master. 

K. S. How many were there I 

0. 0. Twenty-two from Gebal, together with Ahishar, 
Adoniram, and our three grand masters ; making in all tweuty- 
•even, and no more. 

K. S. Why but twenty-seven ? 

G. 0. Because there was but nine arches, and three onlj 
eould be employed in each, 

K. S. Where did this royal vault bedn ? 

0. 0, At king Solom^'s most retired roouL 
K. S. Where did it end I 

C. 0. Under the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies, of 
king Solomon’s temple. 

A. S. When were you to be admitted into the ninth 
arch ? 

C. 0. When the temple should be completed ; but owing 
to the death of Hiram Abiff, it was then closed from our eyes. 
K. S. What countryman are you! 

C. G. A Phoenician, 

K. S. In what city was you bom I 
C. 0. In Gebal. 

K. S. What is your name? 

C, 0, Giblem, or stone 8(puirei. 

K. S. What is it o’clock i 

C. 0. Low twelve ; the usual time to call from labour to 
refreshment. 

K, S. What remains now to be done ? 

C, 0. To retire in peace, practise virtue, and meditate in 
silence. 

K. S. Companion captain of the guard, you will give notice 
.o the compaiiious by the mysterious No. 9, that this council 
U about to be closed. 

The captain of the guards knock eight Quick and one slow, 
which is repeated by Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hiram 
AbifiL 

King Solomon knocks one, and calls to order, and mves the 
sign of with his left hand on his mouth and his right 

hand on his breast, which is repeated by all the select, and isk 
Smdy is repeated by all 
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IT. 8. CompAD^.oni, this council is closed. 

“ Charge. Ojmpanion, having attained to this degree, you 
have passed the eircU of f>etfeciion in ancient Masonry. lu 
the capacity of select master, you must be sensible that your 
obligations are increased in proportion to your privileges. 
Let it be your constant care to prove yourself worthy of the 
confidence reposed in you, and the high honour conferred on 
you, in admitting you to this select degree. Let uprightness 
and integrity attend your steps ; let justice and mercy mark 
your conduct. Let fervency and zeal stimulate you in the dis- 
charce of the various duties incumbent on you, but suffer not 
an idle, or impertinent curiosity to lead you astray, or betray 
you into danger. Be deaf to every insinuation which would 
nave a tendency to weaken your resolution, or tempt you to 
on act of disobedience. Be voluntarily dumb and blind when 
the exercise of those faculties would endanger the peace of 
your mind, or the probity of your conduct ; and let silence 
md secrecy, those cardinal virtues of a select master, on all 
necessary occasions, be scrupulously observed. By a steady 
adherence to the important instructions contained in this de* 
gree, you will merit the approlmtion of the select number with 
whom you are associated, and will enjoy the high satisfaction 
of having acted well your part in the important enterprise ii 
which you are engaged ; and after having wrought your regulm 
koun, may you be admitted to participate in aB th« privilegif 
yi a select master.” 



DEGREE OF ARK AND IJOVE 


This degree, thongh short, can boast of as anJi iU 
honorable a pedigree ^if masonic tradition bs true), as anv other. 
It cannot legallr be cccferred on any but royal arch Masons ; 
upon them (i/ they are found worthy), it is conferred as an 
honorary d&gree. 

Thit Oulioatiqh. “ Do you solemnly promise, as a royal 
arch Mason, that you will keep the secrets of this degree V* 

Can. I d^ 

History. 

Masonic tradition informs iis, that the circumstances upon 
which this degree was founded took place in the ark in which 
Noah and hia family were preserved from the deluge. Noah, 
in order to ascertain if the Hood had began to subside, opened 
the window of hia ark, and })ut out a dove, knowing that it 
would return : and if the Hood had subsided, would probably 
bring back some sign of vegetation. 

The dove left the ark, and contrary to Noah's expectations, 
did not return for many days : be almost despaired seeing it 
again. 

One day, however, as he was standing in the window of his 
ark, he saw something at a very ^reat distance, moving just 
above the surface of the water, and as it came nearer to the 
ark, he discovered it to be the dove ; in the great joy of his 
heart, he raised his hand to an angle of forty-five degrees, end 
•iclaimed, “ Lo she eoineth !” [See plate 25, tig. 7.) 

If you wish to make yourself known to a brother of this 
degree, raise the hand as in the plate, and say, Lo the comsth ! 
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KNIGHTS OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

This Li called an honorary degree, and may be conferred by 
one Mason on another ; but it is generally done in a lodge or 
chapter, after other regular business iu finished. 

The pre.sidiiig officer represents Constantine, and is seated 
in the east with a crown on his head and a 8ce])tre in his hand. 
The conductor represents one of Constantine’s noblemen, the 
rtist of the brethren, or lir knights, represent the common peopU, 
Constantine’s subjects. 

The candidate is brought in, each and every one goes at 
work, in imitation of so many tinkers, shoe-makers, joiners, 
tailors, &c. The conductor takes the candidate by the arm 
and op<ens the door without any ceremony, and both wsJk up 
the hall to the east, and introduce themselves to Con^Jantine 
as follows ; 

Cond. Your majesty’s most humble servants [bowing very 
low,] we have long observed it has pleased your majesty to 
•how your favour to the common people, while we, the nobility, 
have been neglected. We should like to know the reason- If 
for crimes we may be punished, makeanu nda, and receive your 
majesty’s favour. 

Con, None can expect to roceire my favour but the knighU 
of Constantinople. 

Cond. Ah ! tlie knights of Constantinople, 

They turn and walk off. The conductor observes, as ht 
passes the brethren, who are all this time very busily at work, 
“ These are the common people. ; they are beneath our notice ; 
it would be degrading for us, the nobility, to condescend tg 
speak to them.’’ Our sovereign says, None can receive hif 
favour but the knights of Constantinople. Let ns return, and 
recmest him to conier that de^^e on us. 

They return, walking arm m arm, to the east. 

Cond, Will your majesty confer the degree of knights of 
Constantinople upon ns, your humble servants f 
Ckfa I oomer it on no man. 
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Ooni, Where then can we expect to obtain It ? 

Con, From those labouring people you just obierv^ to be 
four inferiors, the knights of Constantinople. 

Cond. Ah, from the anights of Constantinople. 

They then go to the brethren who are at work and inquire, 
• Are you the knights of Constantinople V* 

Com. Peo. We are the knights of Constantinople. 

Cond. Will you confer that degree on us 1 

Com. Peo. 0 yes, 0 yes, O yes, (reply three or four voices), 
If you are willing to take an obligation. 

The candidate is now hood-winked, kneels down, and takes 
the following oath. 

I, A. B., In the presence of Almighty God, and these sir 
knights of Constantinople, do solemnly and sincerely swear, 
in addition to my former obligations, that I will not confer 
this degree upon any person, unless he be a worthy master 
Mason. 

“ I furthermore promise and swear that I will not confer 
this degree of knights of Constantinople upon any person, 
miless he shall acknowledj^e that all men are equal ; to all of 
which do I solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, without 
any equivocation, mental reservation, or self evasion of mind 
in me whatever; binding myself under no less penalty than 
to hava a dagger thrust through my body, shouki I violate 
this my oath and obligation of a knight of Constantinople. 
So help me God, and keep me steadfast to keep and perform 
the same. 

Kisses the book. 

As soon as he has received the oath, all the brethren sur- 
round him, and strike him in the sides, breast, and back, 
with the end of the thumb, [see plate 25, fig. 3] asking him 
** Are all men equal V* If the candidate says they are, the 
bandage is taken off; if he says they are not, they continue to 
pound him until they have expelled his aristocratical principles. 

The sign in plate 25, fig. 3, alludes to the penalty. Hold 
the hand aa though you had a dagger, your thumb against ths 
foard. 


Histost. 

Aoooiding to Maaonlo tradition, thla dogroo wm inatitutod 
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by Constantine the Great The circimistances upon which it 
U founded are as follows : 

Constantine saw that the nobility had so completely got the 
power of controlling the common people, that his kingdom was 
likely to be endangered ; and in order to remedy this ver; 
great evil, and brin^ the nobility to a proper level with the 
common people, he instituted this degree, and conferred it 
upon some of his common people : he then engaged that h4 
would not confer it again on any man ; but whosoever 
received it, must receive it from the common people. 

He also agreed that he would not associate with, or show 
his favor to any but the knights of Constantinople. And he 
gave them orders to put any person to instant death who receivi d 
the degree, and would not acknowledge all men to be equal 
Soon tifter this arrangement, the nobility saw the sovereigh 
had withdrawn his confidence and favour, and two of them 
appeared before him and addressed him thus : 

Nobility. Your majesty^s most humble servants. We have 
long observed that it has pleased your majesty to show your 
favour to the common people, while we, the nobility, have oeen 
neglected. We should like to know the reason : if for crime, 
we may be punished, and receive your majesty’s favour. 

Constantine replied : ** None can expect to receive my 
favour but the knights of Constantinople.^' 

The nobility w'ent away ; but knowing they could not live 
without the favour and friendship of their sovereimi, returned 
and requested him to confer that degree on them, lie replied ; 
^ I coiifer it on no man.” ** How, 'Said they, “ shall we ei- 
^ct to receive it ?” 

Constantine replied : ** From that class of people you uji- 
justly call your inferiors, the knights of Constantinople.” 

They went away and received the degree from the common 
people, as descri bed in the fore part of tail degree. 
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SECRET MONITOR, uR TRADING DEGREE. 

Thiji dej^ee cannot legally be conferred on any but worthy 
master Masons. A brother of this degree, who has committed 
the oath or obligation to memory, has a right to confer it upon 
a mahter Mason, in a lodge or private room, or even, in some 
cases, it is confeiTed out of doors, providing they are not liable 
to be discovered by cowajit, and have a Bible to take the oath 
upon. 

The candi<late lays hia hand upon the book, and takes the 
following oath ; 

“ I, A. B., in the presence of Almighty God and this wit- 
ness, do hereby and nereon Holcmnlv and sincerely swear, in 
addition to my fonncr ohligatums, tliat I will not confer this 
degree of secret monitor on any person in the known world, 
except it be a worthy master Mason. 

** 1 furthermore promise and swear that I will caution a 
brother secret monitor by sign, word, or token, wherever I see 
him doing or about to do anything contrary to the true prin- 
ciples of Masonry. 

** I furthermore promise and swear that I will caution a 
brother secret monitor by sign, word, or token, wherever 1 see 
him doing or about to do any thing contrary to his interest in 
buying or telling. 

** I furthermore promise and swear that when I am so cau- 
tioned myself by a brother secret monitor, I will pause and 
reflect on the course 1 am pursuing. 

I furthermore promise ami swear that I will assist a brothe: 
secret monitor, in preference to any other person, by intro- 
ducing him to business, by sending him cwtom, or in any othss 
Planner in which I can throw a penny in his way. 

“ I furthermore promise and swear that 1 wrill immetliately 
commit this obligation to lemory : to all of which do 1 most 
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, without any mental 
reservation or self-evasion of xhind in me whatever ; binding 
myself under no less penalty than that of having my heart 
tbiiut through with the a row of an enemy, and to be without 
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friends In the hour of trouble. So help me God, And keep me 
itcdfast in this my solemn OAth And obligation of a secret 
monitor.” [Kisses the book.] 

The Bible is then opened, and the following passages ata 
read : 

1 Samuel ii. 16 — 23, and 35 — 42. “So Jonathan made a 
coveTiant with the house of David, tayimj, Let the Lord even 
require it, at the hand of David’s enemies. And Jonathau 
caused David to swear again, because he loved him ; for hi 
loved him aa he loved his own soul. 

“ Then Jonallian eaui to David, To-morrow is the new moon; 
and thou shalt be mis^^ed, because tliy seat will be empty. And 
when thou hast stayed tliree days, then thou shalt go down 
quickly, and come to the place where thou didst hide thyself 
W'hen the business w’as tn hand, and shalt remain by the stone 

Ezfcl. 

“ And I will shoot three arrows on the side thereof, as though 
I shot at a mark. 

“ And behold, 1 wdll send a lad, iaijiTig, Go, find out the 
Arrows. If 1 exnrrssly say unto the lad, BehoM, the arrows 
are on this side of thee, take them, then come thou, for there it 
peace to thee, and no hurt, as the Lord liveth. 

“ But if I say tlius unto the young man, Behold the arrows 
•rs beyond tlu e, go thy way, for tin; Lord hath sent thee away. 
And (u touching the matter which thou and 1 have spoken 
of, behold, the Lord he betw’een me and thee for ever.” 
«••••• 

“And it came to pass in the morning that Jonathan went 
out into the field at the time appointed with David, and a 
little lad with him. 

“ And he said unto his lad. Run, find out now the arrows 
which I shoot. And as the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond 
him. And when the lad w'a.s come to the place of the arrow 
^rhich Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after the lad, and 
oaid, 1$ not the arrow' beyond thee ? 

“And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make speed, haste, stay 
not. And Jonathan’s lad gathered up the arrows, and cama 
to his master. 

“ But the lad knew not anything : only Jonathan and Dayid 
knew the matter. 
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^And Jonathan gave hii artillerj unto hla lad, and Mdd 
onto him, Go, cany them to the city. 

** And aa soon as the lad was gone David arose out of a plac4 
towards the south, and fell on his face to the ground, and 
bowed himself three times ; and they kissed one another, and 
wept one with another, until David exceeded. 

“And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace; forasmuch as 
we have sworn both of us in the name of the Lord, saying, 
The Lord be between me and thee, and between my seed and 
thy seed for ever. And he arose and departed, and Jonathan 
went into the city.” 


LlCTURl. 


Brothir. I am David. 

Can. I am Jonathan. 

Brother. David and Jonathan knew the matter. 

Can. The lad knew nothing at all. 

The n^, and also the toords and tokem of this degree, are 
of two kinds, negative* and affirmative*. 

The negative tign is made by exhibiting two hngers, as in 
plate 26, ng. 1. 

It is given whenever you see a brother doing, or about to 
do, anything contrary to his interest, in buying or selling, &c. ', 
It means desist ; the brother who receives the sign is bound by 
his oath to pause and reflect 

The sign of approbation is given by holding up one finger, 
•• in plate 25, fig. 2. 

It IS given whenever you wish secretly to advise a brother 
In any traffic or dealing to his profit and interest ; it means 
proceed. 

Grip* are given and received in the same admonishing way. 
When you take the hand of a brother, if you grip him in the 
centre of the hand with two fingers, it means aesist ; if you 
grip with one finx'er, it means proceed. 

To caution a brother by word. If you see a brother doing 
anything contrary to his interest, in buying or selling, say to 
him, you had better buy tw<x“(u>o i* better than one,'” it means 
duitL If you say to him, **0n€ is as good a* two,” it means pro- 
omA and he will directly understand you, and act accordingly. 

iRiia you can caution a brother, by token, or 
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irhen«Ter yon ie« him doing anything contrary to the prin- 
ciples of Masonry, or his interest ; and he, so cautioned, ii 
bound to pause and reflect before he further goes, under thi 
penalties of having the arrow of an enemj^ thrust through hii 
heart, &c. There is also another w*ay to caution a brother. If you 
say to him, “ the arrows are beyond thee^' it means desist. If you 
•ay to him, ** the arrows are this side of thuf it means proceed. 

The due guard and sign of this degree is given by placing 
yourself in the attitude of springing a bow ; it ia in imitation 
of Jonathan shooting the arrows ; it alludes to the penalty of 
the obligation. 

To answer this sign, strike the left side, opposite the heart, 
with the end of the fore finger of the left hand, the other 
fingers clenched. 

This degree is much in use in the trading part of the frater- 
nity. The following anecdote may serve to illustrate its 
utility to Masons : 

** Brother H , while in the village of , visited a 

lodge, and in the course of the evening the degree of Secret 
Monitor was confeired upon a worthy master, to the great edi- 
fication of all present. At the usual hour, the lodge closed, 
and each brother repaired to his lodgings, rejoicing in himself 
that he was David or Jonathan^ as the case might W In the 
course of the next day, Mr. H. stepped into a shoe store to 
treat himself to a new pair of boots. He selected a pair, and 
was about to pay to the oton/r (who, unfortunately for himself, 
was not a Mason) his price, when one of the journeymen of 
the shoe merchant, who was at work in the store, observed, 
** Mr., those boots will do you good service, you had better 
take two pair — “ two is better than one,” Mr. H. recognised the 
friendly journeyman to be a brother Secret Monitor, who he 
sat in the lodge with the night before. He understood the 
caution^ paused, reflected, and after some excuses, concluded 
he would not take the boots then — he might call again.” 

David and Jonathan knew the matter ; the lad knew nothing 
about it. 

In this case, the journeyman shoemaker felt himself bound 
to assist a brother fcret Monitor, although a stranger, in pre- 
hrence to his employer, who was not a Mason. 
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HEROINE OF JERICHO. 

Tlii* (le^e« is conferred upon royal arch Mason*, their 
wives and widows ; hence it is sonietinies called the ladie** 
decree. 

It is gf.nerallv conferred at parties composed exclusively of 
royal arch Masons, their wives and wi<i()W’8, convened for that 
pur)i()se at tiie house, of some royal arch Miisom Those who have 
taken the decree occupy one room, and those that have not, 
another. The novices (male or female, as the case may be,) 
receive the de^^ree one at a time, in the following manner: 

The candidate, if a female, is conducted into the lodge of 
heroiiu‘8, and seated in a chair near the centre of the room, 
and a male heroine (not her husband), who is qualified, confer* 
the degree in the fidlowing manner ; 

After a few introductory remarks, he seats himself before the 
candidate, jind requests licr to place her hands upon the Holy 
Bihle, which he holds in his lap before her ; telling her at the 
same time, that the degree of heroine of Jericho is not at all like 
Ma'<unrs in any of its bearings. That there is an obligation 
which she must take before she can be made acquainted with 
the mysteries of this beautiful degree ; and she may repeat her 
name, and say aftar him. The following oath is then taken; 

“ I, A. 15., of my own free will and accord, in presence of 
Almighty (Jod, and these heroine* of Jericho, do hereby and 
herecm, soleiunly and sincerely promise and swear, that I 
will not communicate the secrets of heroine of Jericho to any 
person in tlie known world, except it he to a true and lawful 
brother or sister heicdne of Jericho. 

“ I furthermore promise and swear, that 1 will not confer 
this degree upon any person in the known world.* 

• When * man recoirea th* degree, he iweari that h* “ will not 
oonfar thi» degrt* upon any panon except it l>e a worthy oomp«nioQ 

rojai arch Maaon, tneir wira* or widow*, and that be will never oon/et 
H on hw own wife.** 
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••I furthermore promiee And swear, that I will keep the 
•ecreta of a brother or sister heroine of J ericho, when they are 
eommunicated to me ae such, or whenever their interest or 
safety shall require it. 

** I furthermore promise and swear, that I will answer and 
obey all due signs and summons, handed, sent, or thrown to 
me from a brother or sister heroine of Jericho. 

furthermore promise and swear, that I wdl not give the 
hailing sign of distress of a heroine of Jericho, unless I am 
in real distress ; and should I see this sign given, I will fly to 
the relief of the person giving it, and extricate them from diffi- 
culty, if in my power. 

“ I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not speak 
the word of heroine of Jericho, wffiich I shall hereafter receive, 
in any manner, except in that in which I shall receive it. 

** I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not speak 
evil of a brother or sister heroine behind their back, or before 
their face ; but will give them due and timely notice of all 
approaching danger. To all of which do 1 solemnly and sin- 
cerely promise and sw^ear with a firm and steady purpose, to 
keep and perform the same : binding myself under no less pe- 
nalty, than to have my head struck olT and carried to the 
highest mountain. So help me God, and keep me steadfast in 
the due performance of the same.” Kisses the book. 

After the oath is administered, the Bible is opened to tha 
second chapter of the book of Joshua, and read as follows : 

“ And Joshua, the ton of Nun, sent out of Shittim two men 
to spy secretly, saying, Go, view the land, even Jericho. And 
they went, and came into a harlot’s house, named Rahab, and 
lodged there. And it was told the king of Jericho, saying. 
Behold, there came in hither to-night of tne children of Israel, 
to search out the country. And the king of Jericho sent unto 
Rahab, saying. Bring forth the men that are come to thee, 
which'are entered into thy house : for they be come to search out 
all the country. And the woman took the two men, and hid 
<hem, and said thus, There came men unto me, but 1 wist not 
whence they were : And it came to pass about the time of shut- 
ting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went out: 
whither the men went, I wot not: pursue after them quickly ; 
for ye shall overtake them. But she had brought them up to 
the roof of the house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, 
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which she had laid in order upon the roof. And the men pn^ 
•ucd after them the way to Jordan unto the fords : and as soon 
as they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the 
gate. And before they were laid down, she came up unto them 
upon the roof : And she said unto the men, I know that the 
Lord hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen 
upon ui, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because 
of you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water 
of the Red Sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt ; and what 
ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites that were on the 
other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed 
And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, 
neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because 
of you: For the Lord your God, he « God in heaven above, and in 
earth beneath. Now, therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by 
the Lord, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also 
shew kindness unto my father’s house, and give me a true token : 
And thcU ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my 
brethren, and my sisters, and all that they nave, and deliver 
our lives from death. And the men answered her, Our life for 
yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, when 
the Lord hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly aud 
truly with thee. Then she let them down by a cord through 
the window ; for her house wcu upon the town wall, and she 
dwelt upon the wall And she said unto them, Get you to the 
mountain, lest the pursuers meet you : and hide yourselves there 
three days, until the pursuers be returned ; and afterward may ye 
go your way. And the men said unto her, W e will be blameless of 
this thine oath which thou hast made us swear. Behold, when 
we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet 
thread in the window which thou didst let us down by ; and 
thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, 
and all thy father’s household home unto thee. And it shall 
be, that whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into 
the street, his blood shau be upon his head, and w'e inll be 
guiltless : and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his 
blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him. And if 
thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath 
which thou hast made us to swear. And she said. According 
onto your words, to be it And she sent them away, and they 
departed : and ihe bound the eoarlet line in the window. And 
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tKej went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there three 
daje, until the pursuers were returned : and the pursuers sought 
thim throughout all the way, but found them not. So the two 
men returned, and descended from the mountain, and passed 
oyer, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all 
thiTigs that befel them: And they said unto Joshua, Truly the 
Lora hath delivered into our hands all the land ; for even all 
the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.” 

The candidate is then instructed in the mode or manner of 
giving the tignt and word. 

The first sign is in imitation of the icarlet line that Rahab 
let down from the window of her father’s house to assist the 
•pies to make their escape from the city. [See plate 26, fig. 1.] 

The second sign is represented in plate 26, fig. 2. 

The grand hailing sign of distress is given by raising the 
right hand and arm to an an^lc of forty-five degrees, holding 
between the thumb and fore finger a handkerchief, which hangs 
perpendicularly. [See plate 26, fig. 3.] 

The word is given by placing the right feet together, and 
A placing his hand upon the shoulder of B, says, “ My life.^ 
B raises her right hand and places it on A's shoulder and 
says, For yours.^* A then raises and puts his left hand on 
B’s shoulder, and says, ** If ye utter not.” B places her left 
hand on A’s shoulder, and finishes the sentence, ** This oui 
busing.” The word Eahab is then whispered in the ear of 
the candidate. [See plate 26, fig. 4.] 

The lecture is then given, as follows : 

A, It is very dark to-night. 

B. Yes, but not so dark but that I can sea. 

A. What can you see ? 

B. A scarlet line. 

A. Why a scarlet line f 

B. Because it saved my life in the hour of danger. 

The history of the degree is then related to the candidaU ai 
"follows : 

Tradition informs us that this degree has been known and 
conferred upon the nobility and royi personages ever since the 
dayi of Eahab, by whom the degree was founded.* It has 

* The reader will understand that this history Is the one that the Maaonr 

fire of degree to thoee who receive it. Yet I never have seen • 
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b^n Terr recently conferred upon royal arch Maaons, thdb 
wives and widows, aa an honorary degreeu 

Sir William Wallace was a brother heroine of Jericho, an^ 
while he was at the head of those noble clans, who so valiantly 
strove to shake off the yoke of oppression, a circumatanca 
occurred that illustrates the utility of this degree to siatei 
heroines of Jericho. 

Ad he was riding past a house near the enem 3 r'g lines, he 
•aw a female standing in a window giving this sign. [See 
plate 26, fig. 1.] He discovered it to be the sign of a heroine 
of Jericho, and immediately rode up to the window : and after 
saluting her as a sister, inquired the cause of her distress, and 
of giving the tign ; telling her at the same time, that any ser- 
vice or favour in his power to bestow, should be most cheer- 
fully granted to render her happy. She told him that her hus- 
band was a ioldur, and had joined the army opposed to Wal- 
lace, that she feared he was slain, or had been taken prisoner 
In a late engagement, and in consequence of his absence, she 
was in want of almost all the necessaries of life. Wallace re- 
plied, My life for yours, if ye utter not this my business,” 
and rode off. [Wallace at this time had been to spy out th# 
enemy’s camp. She understood him, and acted accordingly.] 

Wallace returned to his own camp, and after making strict 
search he found that the husband of his sister heroine of Je- 
richo was one of his prisoners. He promptly ordered him to 
be liberated, which was accordingly done, and he returned to 
his affectionate wife, to the great joy of aU parties. 

Not long after this, another circumstance took place no less 
honourable to Sir William Wallace than the one just related. 
One day, as he was walking upon the banks of one of those 
beautiful lakes in Scotland, his attention was suddenly arrested 
by the upsetting of a sail boat, some distance from tne shore ; 

pereon who received it prior to the abduction of William Morgan. And 
it ia generally beliered by thoto heroine* of my aoquainUnce, that it 
was “ got up” by those concerned in that masonic outrage. And by 
•wearing their female roktivoa to conceal the ■ame crimes, should the? 
come to their knowledge, which they thoniaolves, aa royal arch Masons, 
felt bound to perpetrate, against the law of the lan<l, upon the traitor 
Morgan. They expected and hoped to receire the same hof^>itality 
fron them, in case they were suspected, as did the spies in the houae 
•I the hsi-lot Rjkhah. 



flKEOljSn OF JERIOHO. 


161 


he saw the mercilesi element engulphing a large number of hli 
fellow beings of both sexea, which (to all human appearance) 
defied the frail arm of man to extricate them. One awful 
shriek of despair was heard — tliey sunk — and all was silent, 
fie stood, his eyes rivetted upon the scene of destruction ; 
already had the tear of sympathy stole down his manly cheek 
in view of suffering ami death. At length he saw a liand rise 
from the surface of the water, holding a handkerchief and giv- 
ing the grand hailing sign of distress of a heroine of Jericho 
[as in plate 26, fin. o.] 

He thought of his obligations, and although the undertaking 
was very dangerous, he plunged into the lake, and swam to 
the place where he saw the signal, dove down, caught hold of 
the sister heroine of Jericho, and rose with her upon the sur- 
face of the waves, like a lion when he shakes the dew from his 
mane, and being a man of great muscular strength he suc- 
ceeded in bringing the sister heroine of Jericho to the shore ; 
and she was the only person that was saved. 

The secrets and ceremonies of this degree have become ex- 
tensively known in the State of New York, and in most of the 
States of New England, among royal arch Masons, their wuves 
and widows. It was introduced into Connecticut in 1827; 
and although it was brought by one of the grand dignitaries of 
the order, it met at first with rather a cold reception ; but 
since that time it has been conferred on many who probably 
had no connexion directly with the Morgan outrage. 
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KNIGHTS OF THREE KINGa 

This degree is generally conferred in a Wge or chapter aflei 
other business is finished ; all master Masons are entitled to it, 
If they are considered worthy. It is generally conferred by 
our grand lecturers, as an honorary degree upon their 
pupils. 

Soon after the candidate enters, some brother (best qualified 
to perform the part) retires from the room, and those that re- 
main proceed to give the degree as follows : 

The candidate Kneels at the altar, and some one commences 
administering the following obligations : 

I, A. B., of my own free will and accord, in the presence 
of Almighty God, and these witnesses, do hereby and hereon 
lolemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will not 
conier the degree of knights of three kings upon any person 
except it be a worthy master Mason. 

“ I fui thermoi'O. promise and swear, that I will not b« 
offended at any of the ceremonies of this degree. 

“ 1 furthermore promise and swear, that I will not confer 
this degree, unless by the unanimous consent of all present.” 

Here an interruption of the ceremonies takes place. Ths 
brother who left the lodge returns in a great rage, and very 
abruptly inquires the cause of conferring the degree, without 
his consent 

The person administering the oath replies. “I did not ei- 

r >ct tliat you had any objection to the candidate, and therefore 
commenced giving the oath. You should have made your 
objection kuo'VNTi before you left the room.” 

The objecting brother replies very vehement^, “I did make 
my objection known before I left the room I I stated to you 
and the rest of the brethren that there was difficulty existing 
if a very serious nature between the candidate and myself, ana 
anless he gave me satisfaction, I should oppose him.” 

All the brethren now interpose in order to settle this affair. 
They aay they are very sorry that two brother Masons should 
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quarrel, eepecially at this time ; it U very wrong to carry theii 
prdudicei into the lodge. 

The candidate rises from the altar apparently much sui^ 
prised, says he was not aware until the present moment that 

nrother was offended at him ; he wishes he would tell 

wherein he had done him any injury, and if it is in his power 
he will give him satisfaction. 

The offended brother then very gravely relates his aggriev- 
ances ; he accuses the candidate of slandering him in various 
waya You have reported, says he, that I am a common 
drunkard,”* fer that I quarrel with my wife, that I am dis- 
honest in deal, that I speak disrespectfully^ of Masonry, &c.] 

The candidate generally promptly denies ever making any 
such statements, and demands the name of the author. 

He is told it came from brother (naming some re- 

spectable Mason who is not present) 

The candidate says, it is an absolute falsehood, a malicious 
re^rt circulated to injure him. (Gets in a passion.) 

The objecting brother says he believes the candidate has re- 
ported the story , it is just like him, he is always meddling 
with other men’s affairs. 

A general war of words now ensues, and not unfrequently 
hard names arc called. The candidate by this time being 
nearly worked up into a passion, and the other brother feign- 
ing himself so. 

Some brother now makes a proposition that all shall leave 
the room, and leave them alone to settle their difficulty. 

The candidate and his antagonist being left alone, they com- 

• I ODoe saw this degree conferred when the candidate assumed 
quite different ground from what was anticipated. He was one of those 
candid, prudent men. that never make assertions without satisfactory 
evidence of their truth. 

The brother who mxide Ou ohjictvon, was a bright Mason of the higher 
order. He was a man of prtiiy fair character, yot it was apparent that 
he had contracted some kaJbxU which are obaraoteristic of the art, lahar 
and refrakmtnt. He objected to the candidate on the ground that he 
had rtporUd tUrrui detrimental to his character, &c., to wit: — “ That 
he was a dissipated character.'* 

The candidate very honeetly replied that he had made such a statw 
ment, but he did not recollect who it was to, and he sincerely lamented 
that he had any oooaaion for saying or thinlring 
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mienca walking the room with rapid atrides, and loud and 
boiflteroas invectivei are exchanged in abundance, each con- 
tends with much seal that he has been misrepresented and 
abused. 

In the course of five or ten minutes one of the brethren re- 
turns from the other room and inquires, Have you aOTeed ?” 

The offending or objecting brother replies, ** The difficulty 
is not settled, neither is it likely to be/’ 

They are again left alone for about the same space of time, 
and the conversation becomes louder and more personal It 
is not unfrequent on these occasions that the candidate is 
worked up to complete madness. 

The brother returns to them again and inquires, “ Have you 
agreed ?” Being informed they have not, he retires a third 
time. 

The objecting brother now proposes to the candidate that 
they submit their case to a third person, and to abide his deci- 
sion, which being acceded to on the part of the candidate, the 
rest of the brethren retuni to the hall and iii([uire if they have 
agreed; on being iiiformcti they have chosen a referee to settle 
their differences, the umpire says, ** If you can agree in the 
darky you can in the light” lie then takes his seat, and directs 
the candidate to kneel at the altar and receive the remain- 
ing part of the obligation. The candidate kneels again at the 
altar, and re})eat8 as follows : — 

** 1 furthermore promise and swear, that I will not confer 
this degree upon any person without the hope of fee or 
rwKtrd,”* 

To all of which do I solemnly and sincerely promise and 
•wear, with a firm and steady resolution, to keep and perform 

• It U believed that this degree waa invenUd by some of our grand 
lecturers, who make it their business to travel from lodge to lodge and 
instruct men in the mysteries of ancient Freemasonry. 

They have incorporated in the oath a clause which prohibits them 
from conferring the degree viUwtU pay, and by this means they often 
replenish the small change. 

After they have conferred the degree, they gravely say, You see 
eir, that I muel receive some trifling compensation to save Uu 

eaihV (! !) 

** How much is customary T’ inquiree Uie brother. 

** Oh any trifling sum, 25 or 60 cents, just to save tbe oath, mm 
mmiter 
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iie •ame, binding myself under no leti penalty than* 

♦ ♦•••#• 

Bo help m# God and keep me steadfast* Kisses the book 
once. 

After the candidate has taken the obligation, the person 
who was chosen judge gives his opinion as follows : *^The 
candidate and the brother who opposed his taking the degree 
•hall approach each other upon the five points of fellovy- 
ship, and give the master Mason’s word, which balances all 
diJQicultiea. 

History. 

Masonic tradition informs us that the circumstances upon 
which this degree was founded are briefly these. At the dedi- 
cation of the Temple, king Solomon invited all the eastern 
kings and princes to attend and assist in the ceremoniea It 
happened, however, that two of the kings were at war, 
Solomon repeatedly attempted to effect a reconciliation 
between them, but to no purpose, they still persisted in their 
Inveteracy. 

Solomon being anxious that all nations should be at peace, 
determined to effect by force, what he could not by agreement 
He therefore invited tiiem into a small apartment in the 
Temple, locked the door, and left them to meditate in silence, 
telling them that whenever they settled their difficulties and 
agreed to live in peace, they would be liberated, and until that 
time they would oe shut up in total darkness, and kept on 
bread and water. 

The next day king Solomon went in to see them, and in- 
quired if they had i^eecL 

They informed him they had not, neither was there a proba^ 
bility they would. 

Kmg ^lomon again left them, and on the next day went in 
as before, and received a like answer. 

On the third day he went in, when they informed him they 
had agreed. 


* nie precise (srew ^ tKs penalty of this degree has escaped my re> 
“ i; yeti have often assisted (some years siuoe) in coniarring it. 
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King Solomon adyanoed towards thorn, holding In oaoh 
hand a lighted taper, said, *'If yon oan agree in the dark, yon 
oan in the light,” bowing at the same time and giying thii 
sign (See plate 25, fig 4), which is the sign of the degree. The 
watchword and word of oantion of this degree is affeiA' 



167 


ORDER OF KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS. 

The order of Knights of the Red Cross has been known and 
conferred in several parts of Europe by various titles ; the 

f t resent was given to it on account or the red cross which they 
tore in their banners when they took the field. The incidents 
upon which the order was founded occurred in the reign of 
Darius, Kin^ of Persia, and it is more particularly connected 
with Symbolic Masonry than any other order of knighthoocL 
Their assemblies are called councils ; their sashes are green, 
decorated with a sword and trowel, and trimmed with scarlet. 
The jewel of the presi<ling officer is a triple triangle, with a 
green collar trimmed with scarlet. The officei^s Jiecessary to 
organise a regular council are a sovereign master, chancellor, 
master of the palace, prelate, master of finances, master of 
despatches, mau;ter of cavalry, master of infantry, standard 
bearer, sword bearer, and warder, and customarily a sentinel. 
The preparatory degrees necessary to be taken previous to 
being created a sir knight of the red cross are as follows, viz. : 
entered api)rentice, fellow craft, master mason, mark master, 
past master, most excellent master, royal arch, royal master, 
and select master.* 

Five hundred and thirty-five years before the birth of our 
Saviour, the finmdation oi the second tem])le was laid at Jeru- 
salem ; at which time those ])ecnliar circumstances occurred 
which gave rise to the royal arch degree. After the death of 
Cyrus, the enemies of the Jews found means to prevent the 
progress of their glorious undertaking, and the work ceased 
for several years. 

When Darius the son of Hystaspes, a noble prince, had 
established himself upon the throne of Persia, Zerubbabel, a 
prince of the tribe of Judah, being stimulated bv the spirit of 
true patriotism, and inspired with a holy zeal mr the Jewish 
Church, voluntarily offered and undertook to encounter the 
VkAzardous enterprise of traversing the Persian dominion, 

* Tke two last are not urged in all oounoila. 
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Msking admission into the royal presence, there to espouse tht 
cause of liis country. He also had considerable assurance of 
success, on account of having been formerly distinguished by 
the favourable notice and friendship of the king while in pri- 
vate life. On his arrival, he waited a favourable opportunity 
to prefer his suit. An opportunity soon olTered itself, when 
Zerubbabel, by his consummate wisdom ami persuasive argu- 
ments, obtained favour of the king, and permission to rebuild 
the city and temple of Jerusalem : and all the holy vessela 
remaining at Babylon were generously restored to the Jews. 

The king of Persia, desirous of perpetuating a remembrance 
of those interesting events which iiad occasioned a renewal of 
the friendsliip which had formerly subsisted between himself 
and Zerubbabel, instituted, on this occasion, a new' order, and 
cjdled it the order of knights of the east.” They afterwaixia 
assumed the title of “ knights of the eagle.” In France they 
were known as “ knights of the sword,” and in Palestine as 
“ knights of the red cross.” They were afterwards incorpo- 
rated with the knight templara. 


Ksd Cross’ Manual, 


The throne Is situated in the east ; above is suspended a 
green banner ; on it a triple triangle, with a red cross' in the 
centre of each ; underneath are arranged the emblems of the 
order. The sovereign master is seated on the throne, the 
chancellor, prelate, and past sovereign masters on his right, 
the master of the palace on his left, the master of finances on 
tlie right, and the master of despatches on the left, in front ; 
the master of cavalry on the right of the first division, the 
master of infantry on the right of the third division, when 
separately formed, and on the left of the whole when formed 
in line ; the standard bearer in the west, the sword bearer on 
his right, and the w’arder on his left. The knights are so 
arranged as that there shall be an equal number on each side 
of the throne. 

At the sound of the trumpet the lines are formed ; the 
master of cavalry then says, “ Sir knight warder, when a 
council of red croM knights is about to be opened what ia thf 
tbit duty I 
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JVardtr. To see the sentinels are at their respective posts 
and tlie council chamber duly guarded. 

M. G. Attend to that part of your duty, and inform the 
captain of the guards that we are about to open a council of 
red cross knights for the despatch of business. The warder 
goes and stations the guard ; (Tyler) returns and says, “ The 
sentinels are at their respective posts, and the council chamber 
Is duly guarded.'^ 

M. 0. Sir knight warder, are all present knights of the red 
cross 1 

IVarder. All present are red cross knights. 

M. G. Attention, sir knights ; handle sword ; draw sword ; 
carry sword. You will count yourselves into jirtt and second 
divisions, commencing on the right. 

The first man on the right says, first; the second, second; 
the third, first; and fourth, second; and so on through the 
whole line* 

M, G, Attention, first division ; yon will form a lino 
three paces in front of the second — forward — march ! halt ! — 
to the right-about — face. 

The avenue being now formed in a proper position for giving 
the signs, they proceed. 

M. G. Sir knight master of infantry, you will inform our 
sovereign master that the lines are formed for inspection and 
review. 

The master of infantry, accompanied by the sword bearer 
and warder, repairs to the council chamber, and informs the 
sovereign mwter that the lines 8u:e formed. 

The trumpet now sounds, and the sovereign master marches 
down between the two divisions, inspecting the first as he goes 
down, and the second on his return. 

He then forms a line across from the right of the second to 
the left of the first division, with the chancellor and prelate on 
his right, and the master of palace on his left. In this position 
the signs are given, from the degree of entered apprentice 
Mason to select master inclusive. 

S, M. Attention, sir knighU ; handle sword ; draw sword; 
«arry sword. Sir knights, you will attend to giving the signs 
Df the red croaa degree. [Turning to chancellor, says] Atten- 
tion, six knight chancellor (chancellor faces round to S. M., 
and bnngi lui sword to a recover) advance and communicate 
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the JtwiA Pau. The word if Judah, Benjamin, Benjamin, 
Jtidoh. It is given by three cuts of the sword over an arch d 
■teel, as follows : 

Both sir knights bring their swords to a recover, advance 
with the right foot, at the same time bring the swords together 
with some violence, in the position of guarding in iniantry 
siercise. [This is the first cut ; they then cut om and /our, 
holding the swords together at cut four, advance with the left 
foot, and place them side by side ; at the same time raise the 
left hand and seize each other with some violence by the right 
shoulder. [See plate 20, fig. 1.] 

The chancellor says, Judah. Sovereign master, Benjamin. 
Chancellor, Benjamin. Sovereign master, Judah. They re- 
sume the former position. 

The sovereign master says, ** The word is right ; you will 
receive it from the sir knight on your right” 

The chancellor receives the word in the same way from the 
•ir knight on his right, and he from the next, until it has gone 
up the whdle line of the Jirgt division to the n^ter of cavalry, 
whose station is on its right. 

As soon as the sovereign master has received the word from 
the chancellor, he turns to the master of the palace on his left 
hand, demands and receives it in the same manner as before, 
and he from his left hand man, and in like manner the word 
goes doiim the whole line of the second division, directly oppo- 
site the master of cavalry. 

M. /. Attention, sir knight master of cavalry, advance and 
communicate the Jewish Pass. They meet in the centre of 
the two divisions, and give the word as before described. The 
master of the cavalry returns to his line, and the master ol 
infantry addressing the sovereign master, says, “ Sovereign 
master, I have the Jewish Pass.” 

S. M. Sir knight master of infantry, you will advance and 
oommunicate it 

He advances within about three paces of the sovereign 
master, brings his sword to a recover, and communicates tha 
word as before. 

iS. M. The word has come up right. Attention, sir knight, 
to the right about face — to your post — march 1 

The sir knight resumes Ms poet as before. 

The soTereign matter then addreaaes the master of paiaoe^ 
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SDd SAJI : •* Attention, sir knight master of palace, jon will 
adrance and communicate the Pertian Past. [See plate 20, fig 
2.] The word is Ttiiuki Shetharbotnai. It is given the same 
as the Jewish Pass, except there is four cuts, yii. : oth, 

/our, two, and under an arch of steeL 

The sovereign master says, “ The word is right ; you will 
receive it from the sir knight on your left.” iTie sovereign 
master then receives it from the chancellor, and the ivord passes 
through both divisions as before. When it arrives to the 
master of cavalry, he demands it from the master of infantry, 
and carries it to the sovereign master, in the same manner that 
the master of infantry did the J ewish pass, and returns to his post 

The sovereign master then says, “ Attention, first division ; 
you will advance, and communicate to the second, the red cross 
word.” [See plate 20, fig. 3.] 

This is given by three cuts, vix. : two^ one, four, by placing 
the left feet together, and seize each other by the right shoulder, 
and drawing the sword across with a quiet motion, place the 
points against the left side, as though you intended to thrust 
the other through the heart, at the same time draw back youi 
head, and look your opponent sternly in the face, whiter the 
word Veritas — the second division all say, “ right.^ Each di- 
vision then places back the left foot, and brings the right up 
as in their fowner position. 

The iovereign master then says, Attention, second divi- 
sion i you will advance, and communicate to the first the sign, 
gi ip, and word of a red cross knight.” 

The sign is given, by meeting on the guard, or first cut, as 
before described, raise the left hand, and place the thumb and 
fore finger against the lips, the thumb and finger meeting at 
the ends, the other fingers partly open, and turned up towards 
Tour left eye, as though you were giving a blast oi a horn. 
[See plate 20, fig. 4.] Carry off the hand in a horizontid di« 
rection to the left till it sweeps a semicircle, then drop it b] 
your side ; give the other three cuts, viz. : one, four, two, ad‘ 
vance and place your left foot by the side of your opponent's, 
interlace the fingers of the left han^ and pronounce the word 
Lihertas ; the first division says, “ The word is right.” 

The sovereign master then says, “ Sir knights, you will form 
around the altar for the purpose of opening this council of red 
trees knights ” 
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ne iorerei^ mwter is now seated on bis throne in front 
1 aereral subordinate officers on his right 

and left, the master of ^ralry and master of infantry take &is 
command of their diyisions, and form them round the altar 
facing inward* 

sovereign master then says, '^Attention, sir knights; 
to the right about face — deposit swords — deposit helmets — to 
the right about face — to your devotions.” All kneel on the 
left knee, cross their arms, and interlace their fingers with their 
left and right hand companions, and repeat the Lord’s prayer ; 
after the praver each knight whispers the word Veritas in the 
ear of his left hand companion. 

The sovereign master says, “Attention, sir knights (at which 
all rise upon their feet), to the right about face — recover hel- 
mets— recover swords — return swords — to your posts, march.* 
The officers and companions all resume their scats, as in 
plate 18, 

The officers being thus seated, the sovereign master puts the 
following questions to some one sir knight, w'ho is the best 
qualified to answer ; it is called a lecture. 

S. M. Sir kuight— are you a knight of the red crois I 

Anj. That is my profession. 

S. M. By what will you be tried I 

Arts. By the test of truth 

S. M. Why by the test of truth I 

Atu. Because none but good men and true are entitled to 
the honours of the order. 

(SL M. Where did you receive those honours ? 

Arts, In a just aud regular council of knights of the red cross, 

S. M. What number compose a council ? 

Anj. There ii an indispensable number, and a constitutional 
lumber. 

S. M. What is the indispensable number ? 

An#. Three, 

S. M. Under what circumstances are they authorised to form 
1 council of knights of the red cross t 

An#. Three knights of the red cross, being also knights 
templars, and hailing from three different commanderies, may, 
under the sanction of a warrant or charter from a grand en- 
camument, form and open a council of the red cross knights, 
for taa dispatch of businesa 
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S. M, What is a constitatioDal member ? 

Ans. Five, seven, nine, eleven, or more. 

S. Af. When composed of eleven, of whom does it consist? 
Ana, Sovercion master, chancellor, master of palace, 
prolate, master of cavalry, master of infantry, master of 
fiuance, master of dispatches, standard bearer, sword 
bearer, and warder. 

S. M. Warder's station in the council ? 

Ana. On the left of the standard bearer imthe west 
S. M. His duty there t 

Ana. To announce the approach of the sovereign master, to 
see that the sentinels are at their respective posts, and ths 
council chamber duly guarded. 

S. Af. Sword bearer’s station ? 

Ant. On the right of the standard bearer on the west 
S. M. His duty there ? 

Ana. To assist in the protection of the banners of our order; 
to w’atch all signals from the sovereign master, and see hii 
orders duly executed. 

b’. M. Standard bearer’s station t 
Ana. In the west 
M. His duty there ? 

Ana. To display, support, and protect the banners of out 

order. 

S. M. Why is the standard bearer’s station in the west 1 
Ana. That the brilliant rays of the rising sun, shedding theii 
lustre upon the banners of our order, may encourage and ani- 
mate all true and courteous knights, and dismay and confound 
their enemies. 

S. M. Station of master of despatches 1 
Ana. In front of the master of palace. 

S. M. His duty there ? 

Ant. To observe with attention the transactions of the 
council ; to keep a just and regular record thereof, collect the 
revenue, and pay the same over to the master of tiaance. 

S. M. Station of master of finance \ 

Ana. In front of the chancellor. 

8. M. Hia duty ? 

Ant. To receive in charge the funds and property the 
oouDoil, pay all orders drawn upon the treasure of and 
render a just and regular account when called for. 
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8. M. Station of th« maater of infantry f 
i4tu. On the right of the second division, when separately 
formed ; on the left of the whole when formed in line, 

8. M. His duty ? 

Ant. To command tlm second division or line of infantry, 
teach them their duty and exercise ; also to prepare all candi' 
dates, attend them on their journey, answer all questions for 
them, and finally introduce them into the council chamber. 

S. M. Station of master of cavalry 1 

A%». On the right of the first division, when separately 
formed, and on the right of the whole when formed in line, 

S. Af. His duty ? 

Ant. To command the first division or line of cavalry, teach 
them their duty and exercise, to form the avenue for the re- 
ception and departure of the sovereign master, and prepare the 
lines for inspection and review. 

S. M. Prelate’s station 1 

Ant. On the right of the chancellor. 

S. M. His dutv I 

Ant. To preside in the royal arch council ; administer ol 
the altar ; to offer up prayers and adorations to the Deity. 

S. M. Station of master of the palace ? 

Ant. On the left of the sovereign master in the east 
S. Af. His duty ? 

Ant. To see that the proper officers make all due prepara- 
tions for the several meetings of the council ; to take special 
care that the council chamber is in suitable array for the re- 
ception of candidates and dispatch of business ; to receive and 
communicate all orders issued by the sovereign master through 
the officers of the line, 

S. Af. Chancellor’s station I 

Ant. On the right of the sovereign maater. 

S. Af. Hb duty ? 

ifna To receive and communicate all orders and petitions ; 
to assist the sovereign master in the discharge of his various 
duties, and in his absence to preside in the counciL 
S. Af. Sovereign master’s station I 
ilfw. In the east 
& Af. His duty t 

^fw. To preaide in the grand council ; confer this ordef of 
knighthood upon those whom his council may approve ; io 
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DTOterre inyiolAte the Lawe and conBtitntion of our order ; to 
cUsMuse jufitice, reward merit, encourage truth, and diffuae the 
lublime principlee of universal benevolence. 

S. M. Sir knight chancellor, it is my will and pleafure that 
a council of knights of the red cross be now opened, and stand 
open for the dispatch of such business as may regularly come 
before it at this time, requiring all sir knights now assembled, 
or who may come at this time, to govern themselves accordingly. 
(The sir knight chancellor communicates it to the sir knight 
master of the palace, and he to the knights.) 

S. M. Sir knights, this council is now open for the dispatch 
of business. 

The council being opened, a veil or curtain is suspended 
from the wall to the floor, dividing the hall into two apart- 
ments, the one for the sovereign master and nobility, and is 
called the council chamber.” The other is the royal arch 
council [See plate 18.] 

The prelate presides in the royal arch coimcil, seated before 
the altar, the sir knights (or rather companions in this apart 
ment,) are seated round the hall, with their hats on. The 
lovereign master is in the other apartment (council chamber.) 
The officers being thus divided and arranged, the master of 
infantry prepares the candidate, and makes the alarm by three 
times tnree raps on the door. 

The warder says, “ Most excellent, there is an alarm at the 
door.” 

Prelate, Attend to the alarm and see who gomes there. 

The warder goes to the door, and after giving the same 
number of raps, opens the door, and says, ‘*Who comes 
there V* 

M. /. A worthy companion, who has been regularly ini- 
tiated, passed, and raised to the sublime degree of master 
Mason, advanced to the honorable degree of mark master, 
presided as master in the chair, received and acknowledged as 
most excellent master, and exalted to the more august sublimf 
degree of royal arch Mason, now solicits the honour of being 
created a knight of the illustrious order of red cross. 

W, Is it of his own free will and accord ? 

Af. L It is. 

W, Is he worthy and well qualifled I 
/. He is. 
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fF. Ha« he made fuitmble proficiency in the preceding degree# 1 

Af. I. He has. 

W, By what further right and benefit dors he expect to 
lain admittance ? 

Af. I. By the benefit of a pass, and with your assistance 
ire will give it ; (the pass is JaJv-Buh-Lun, and is now given in 
die manner the royal arch word is given.) 

W. The pass is right : let the candidate wait a time with 
patience until the moat excellent prelate be informed of his 
revest, and his answer returned. 

The warder reporta to the most excellent prelate, where 
the same questions art asked and answers returned as at the 
door. 

Af. E. P. Let him enter. 

The master of infantry conducts the candidate to the centre 
of the haU, and takes a seat by the side of him, facing the 
prelate. 

The most excellent prelate addresses the candidate as fol- 
lows : ** Companion, the council you here see assembled, repre- 
sents the grand council assembled at Jerusalem in the first 
year of Darius king of Persia, to deliberate upon their iinliappy 
situation, and to devise means whereby they could obtain the 
favor and assistance of their new sovereign, in rebuilding the 
house of the Lord. If you are desirous of joining us in our 
deliberations, you must assume the name and cbaracter of 
Zerubbabel, one of the princes of the house of J udah, whose 
hands laid the foundation of the first temple, and whose hands 
the Lord promised should finish it'' The candidate signifies 
by a bow that he assents. 

Af. E. P. Companions, we will attend to a lesson from the 
records of our fathers. While the prelate reads, all the com- 
panions drop their elbows upon their knees, and support their 
head with the hand. [See plate 19.] 

Ezra iiL 8 — 11. Now m the second year of their coming 
onto the house of Qod at Jerusalem, in the second month, 
began Zerubbabel the son of ShealUel, and Jeshua the son of 
Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the priests and 
the Levites, and all they that were come out of the captivit 3 
unto Jerusalem ; and appointed the Levites, from twenty yean 
•Id and upward, to set forward the work of the house of the 
Lord. Thw stood Jsahua with his sons and his brethren, 
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Kadmiel and his sons, the sons of Judah, together,^ set for- 
ward the workmen in the hotise of God ; the sons of Henadad, 
with their sons and their brethren the Levites. And when the 
builders laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord, they 
art the priests in their appai*el with trumpets, and the Levites, 
the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after thv 
urdinance of David, king of Israel And they sang together 
by course, in praising and giving thanks unto uie Lord ; 
because he is good, for his mercy eudurelh for ever towards 
Israel And all the people shouted with a great shout, when 
they praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house ol 
the Lord was laid,” 

Ezra iv. “Now when the adversaries of Judah and Ben- 
jamin heard that the children of the captivity buihled the 
temple unto the Lord God of Israel ; then Uiey came to 
Zenibbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto 
them, Let us build with you : for we seek vour God, as ye 
do ; and we do sacrifice unto him since the days of Ef^arhad- 
don, king of Assur, which brought us up hither. But Zerub- 
babel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel, said unto them, Ye have nothing to do with us to build 
ail house unto our God ; but we ourselves together will build 
unto the Lord God of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia 
hath commanded us. Then the people of the land weakened 
the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in build- 
ing, and hired counsellors against them, to frustrate their pur- 
po^, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, evaii until the 
reign of Darius king of Persia. And in the reign of Ahasuerus, 
in the beginning of his reign, wrote they unto him an accusa- 
tion against tlie iiihabitanU of Judah and JerusalenL 

“And in the days of Artaierxes wrote Bishlam, Mithre- 
dath, Tabecl, and the rest of the coinjianions, unto Artaxerxes 
king of Persia ; and the writing of the letter was written in 
the Syrian tongue, and inteq»reted in the Syrian tongue. 
Rehum the chancellor and Shiiushai the scribe wTote a letter 
against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king in this sort : (Then 
wrote Rehum the chancellor, and Sliiiiishai the scribe, and the 
rest of their companions ; the Dinaites, the Apharsatheites. 
the Tarpeliteji, the Apharsites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, 
the Susanchites, the Dehavites, and the Elamites, and the rent 
of ustions whom the great and noble Asnappor brought 
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■iver, and in the cities of Samaria, and the rest that are ou 
this side the river and at such a time.) 

“ This is the copy of the letter that they sent unto him, 
even unto Artaxerxes the king : Thy servants the men on this 
side of the river, and at such a time. Be it known unto the 
king, that the Jews whicli came up fn/in thee to us are come 
unto Jerusalem, building the rehellioiis and the bad city, and 
have Bet up the walls therecjl’, and joined the foundations. Be 
it known now unto the king, that, if this city l)e biiilded, and 
the walls set up again, then will they not pay toll, tribute, and 
custom, aud so thou shall endamage the revenue of the kings. 
Now because we have maintenauce from the king’s palace, and 
It was not meet for ns to see the king’s dishonor, therefore 
liave we sent and certifie<i the king, that search may be made 
in the book of the records of thy lathers ; so Bh.alt thou find 
in the hook of the records, and know that this city is a rebel- 
lious city, aud hurtful unto kings aiivl provinces, and that they 
have moved sedition within the same of old time ; for which 
cause was this city <lestroyed. We certify the king, that, il 
this city be huilded again, and the walls therefore set 
up, by this means thou sludt have no portion on this side the 
river. 

Then sent the king an answer iiiito Behnm the chancellor, 
and to ISiiimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their companions 
that dwell in Sainsria, and to the rest beyoiul the river, Peace, 
aiul at such a time. The letter which ye sent unto us hath 
been I'laiidy lead before me. And I coinmauded, and search 
hath l)ceii made, and it is found that this city i>f old time hath 
)iade insurrection against kings, and that rt'hellioii and sedi- 
tion havu been madt; therein. There have been mighty kings 
al.-'o over Jerusalem, which liave ruled over all countries 
beyond the river ; and toll, tribute, and custom, w'as })aid 
uuio tluMu. Give ye now commandment to cause tliese men to 
cease, and that this city he not builded, until another com- 
mandment shall be given from me. Take heed now that ye 
fail not to do this ; why should damage grow' to the h'vrt of the 
kings I 

“Now when the C('|.y of king A rtaxerxes’ letter was read 
before Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe, and their companions, 
tlfv went up in haue to Jerusalem unto the Jews, and made 
them to cease by force tmd pow'er Then ceased the work oi 
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the house of God wliich is at Jerusalem. So It ceased unto 
the aecond year of the reign of Darina king of Persia.” 

The roaster of infantry then introduces the candidate to 
the most excellent prelate as follows (both standing in their 
places.) 

M. I. Most excellent prelate : in consecj^uence of our sove- 
reign lord Darius the king, having ascended the throne of 
Persia, new liopes are inspired of protection and support in 
the noble and glorious underUiking of rebuilding the house of 
the Lordj in wnich we have been so long and so often inter* 
rapted by our adversaries on the other side of the river ; for 
Darius, when a private man iij life, made a vow to God, that 
should he ever ascend the throne of Persia, he would send all 
the holy vessels remaining at Babylon l)ack to Jerusalem. 
Our roost excellent and faithful coro])anion Zerubbabel, who 
was foniiorly honored with the favorable notice and friendship 
of the sovereign, now offers his services to encounter the hazar- 
dous enterprise of traversing the Persian dominions, and seek- 
ing adiuissioii to the presence of the sovereign, where the first 
favorable moment will be seized to remind the king of his vow, 
and impress on his mind the almighty force and importance of 
truth; and from his knowui piety, no doubt can be entertained 
of obtaining his consent, that our enemies be removed fai 
hence, and that we be no longer hindered or imneded in the 
noble and glorious undertaking of rebuilding tne houae of 
the Lord, in which we have so laudably engaged. 

M. E. F. Companion Zerubbabel, the council with great 
joy accept your noble and generous offer, and will invest you 
with tlie necessary ])a.ss)>ort9, by the means of which you will 
be enabled to make yourself known to the friends of our cause, 
irherever you may find them ; but on entering upon an under- 
iaking of such vast importance to the craft, it is necessary that 
you take a solemn obligation to be faithful to the trust re- 
posed in you. 1 will invest you with this sword (present! 
aim a sword), by the use of which you will be enabled t4 
defend yourself against your enemies ; you will now kneel 
At the altar, and receive your obligation ; the candidate 
kneels at the altar on his left knee, his body erect, hij 
right hand gasping the hilt of his sword, his left resting on 
the holy bible, square and compase, on which are pls^od 
two sword* at right angles.) 
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M, E, P, Compauion, ^ou are now about to uke an 
obligation pertaining to this degree, which, like your former 
obligations, will not interfere with jour duty to your coun- 
try or Maker ; if you are willing to proceed, you will re- 
peat your Christian and surname, and say after nit. 

Can. “I. A. B., of my own free will and accord, in the 
presence ot ^le Supreme architect of the Universe, and these 
witnesses, do hereby and hereon, moat solemnly promise and 
swear, that I will always hail, for ever conceal, and never re 
veal, any of the secret arts, j^arts, or points, of the mysteries 
apjfertaining to the order of knight ot the red cross, unless it 
be to a true and lawful companion sir kniglit of the order, or 
within the body of a just and lawful council of such, and not 
unto him or them, until by due trial, strict examination, or 
lawful information, I find him or them lawfully entitled to 
receive the same. 

“ I furthermore promise and swear that I will answer and 
ol)«y all due signs, and regular summons from a council ol 
knights of the red cross, or mven to me from the liaiids of a 
compauion sir knight, if witnin the distance of forty miles ; 
natural infirmities and unavoidable accidents only excus- 
ing me. 

“ I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not be pre- 
sent at the conferring of this order of knighthood upon any 
person, unless he shall have previously received the severi 
uegrees of entered apprentice, fellow craft, master mason, 
mark master, past master, most excellent matter, and royal 
Mch. 

** I furthermore promi.se and swear, that I will not assist, 
or be present at a forming or opening of a council of knighta 
of the red cross, unless there be present at least five regular 
knights of the order, or the representatives of three diffe- 
rent encampments, acting under the lion of a legal 
warrant 

I furthermore promise and swear that I will support and 
maintain the by-laws of the council of which I may hereafter 
become a member, the laws and regulations of the grand en- 
campment, under which the same may be holdcn, together 
with the constitution and ordinances of the general grand en- 
campment of the United States of America, to far as the same 
ih*U coins to my knowlsctge; to all of which I do moat 
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•olemnljr promise and awear, binding myself under no lew 
penalty than that of having my house pulled down, the tim- 
bers thereof set up, and I hanged thereon ; and when the las< 
trump shall sound, that I be for ever excluded from the societ) 
of all true and courteous knights, should I ever wilfully oi 
knowingly violate any part of this solemn obligation of knight 
of the red cross ; so help me G<h 1, and keep me stedfast to 
keep and perform the same.” 

The candidate is then directed to kiss the book and arise. 

Most excellent prelate then says, ** Companion Zenibbabel, 
the master of infantry will now invest you with the Jewish 
pass, by the means of which you will he enabled to make your- 
sell known to the friends of our cause wherever you may find 
them, and which will insure you their frieinlship and protection. 

Master of infantry gives him the Jewish pass. [See plate 20, 
fig. 1.] 

Most excellent prelate then presents the candidate with a 
green sash, and says, “ Companion, I now invest you with this 
sash as a mark of our peculiar friendship and esteem ; you 
will wear it as a constant memorial to stimulate you to the 
performance of every duty. Its colour is green, and will re- 
mind you that the memory of him who falls in a just and vir- 
tuous cause is blessed, and will flourish like the green bay 
tree. Fare you well, companion ; may eucceai attend youi 
enterprise.” 

Master of infantry says to candidate, Follow me.” 

In some councils, where the hall is fitted up for the purpose, 
the candidate is conducted into different apartments. 

As the master of infantry passes througn the first door, the 
let guard says, ** Who comes there 1” 

M. L A friend. 

G. Advance and give the pass. 

Master of infantry gives the Jewish pass, as before de- 
scribed. 

The candidate comes up, passes the same examination, and 
follows the master of inJfantry to the second door, where a 
second guard makes the same demand and receives the same 
answers from them as the first ; they then arrive at the third 
door, which is open, and before it is placed a little frame about 
fom feet long, and one high in the middle, in imitation of an 
arch bridge^ 
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The mastei of infantry then says, ** Companion, we have 
now arrived in eight of the Persian dominions ; I can accom- 
pany you no further; this bridge you see here, over which 
you have to pusa alone, separates tlie Jewish from the Persian 
iominioiis — fare you w'ell; may success attend your enterprise." 

The candidate walks over the bridge, and is imin(‘diately 
accosted by a guard, “ Who comes there?" 

Candidate. A friend. 

Guard. Advance and give the past. 

Candidate gives three cuts, and advances to give the pass, 
(Jewish, over tlie arch of steel), the guard throws up the can- 
didate’s sword, the candidate whispers Judah^ the guard (being 
a Perdan), does not understand the word, says, " What ! 
Candidate, — “JuJaA" Guard, — “What!!" Candidate by 

this time begins to feel a little irritate<l, says, “Judah ! ! ! ” 

Guard. An enemy! an enemy! guards, seize him! [the 
piard lays hold of the candidate, di-^arins liim, divest him of 
nia green sash, hand-culfs and fetters are put on his hainls and 
feet ; these are made of chains of four parts of about eighteen 
inches long each, fa.stened in the middle ; at tlie ends are rings 
like hand-culfs, which are fastened around the ankles and wri.sts 
with bolts.] 

Master of infantry comes up at this time and addresses the 
guard in behalf of tlie candidate as follows : 

“ Why do you use this violence ! Why treat me thus ! I am 
no enemy, I am a prince of the house of J udah, and demand 
an audience with your sovereign ! " 

Master of cavalry (who acts as captain of the Persian guards), 
replies sarcastically, “A prince oi the liouse of Jiidali ! you 
are my slave, and you can only appear in the presence of the 
sovereign as such. Do you consent to this ?" 

M. I. (For candidate after a short pause, says), I consent ; 
take me to him immediately. A sackcloth is now put over the 
candidate’s head, and he is taken to the door of the councLl 
chamber, and an alarm of four times two is given. 

'rhe warder, who at this time is in tlie council chambei; 
draws the curtains apart in the centre and demands, “ Who 
come thei# 1 ’’ 

MatUr of Cavalry. A detachment of his majesly^s guards, 
having xni^e piitonar of one who • aa is a priiice of the 
house of Judah. 
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fTarder, WL ere is he from ? 

Master of Infantry. From Jerusalem. 

Warder. Wliat is his nauie ? 

Master of Infantry. Zerubbabol, the first amoTiL^ his 
« mason, free by rank, but a captive and slave by inislbiirou' 

Warder. What does he desire 1 

M. I. An audience with his majesty, if possible. 

Warder. Wait with patience, and the sovereign master will 
ioon return his orders. 

Warder returns and reports to the sovereign master the same 
that passes at tlie door. 

Sovereign Mafiter. Having ascertained that he is armed with 
no hostile weapon, you may let him enter. 

Warder returns and impiires, “ Is he armed with any hostile 
wexajxm i" 

Master of Cavaliy. He is not. 

Warder. He lias the sovereign^j })ennission to enter the coun- 
cil chamber. [The veil or curtain i.s now ])arted in tlie middle, 
and the candidate is conducted before the sovereign matsler. 
with his arms and legs chained, and a sackclotli over his In ail, 
guarded <»u his liglit by master of cavalry, with drawn awoi»L 
and on his left by master of infantry.] 

The sovereign master ob.serves to the council, “ Tliis is no 
enemy ; this is tlie friend and companion of niy youth. (Then 
a<ldre.ssing candidate, says), ** Zeruhbabel, having now gained 
admittance iiitoour jirescnce, we demand that you iinnuidiately 
declare the particular motives which induced you, without our 
permissiem, and with force and anus to pass the of our 

dominions.” 

Master of Infantry (for candidate). Sovereign master, the 
tears and complaints of my companions of Jerusalem, who have 
been so long and so often impeded in tlie noble and glorious 
undertaking of rebuilding the house of the Lord, in which tlu'y 
were permitted to engage by our late sovereign Lord Cyrus the 
king ; but our enemies having caused that great work to cease 
by force and power, I have now come up to implore your 
majesty’s clemency, that you would be pleased to restore me to 
favour, and grant me employment among the servants of your 
household. 

S. M. Zenibbabel, I have often reflected with much pleasurt 
upon our early intimacy and friendship, and 1 have frequently 
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heard, with great satisfaction, of your fame as a wise at d 
accomplished Mason, and having myself a profound venera- 
tion for that ancient and honourable institution, and having 
a sincere desire to become a member of the same, I will this 
moment grant your request, on condition that you will re- 
veal to me the secrets of Masonry, which distinguish the 
architects of the Jews from those of all other nations. 

Af. /. (For candidate.) Sovereign master, when onr grand 
master, Solomon, King of Israel, first instituted thefraternity 
of free and accepted Masons, he taught us that truth was a 
divine attribute, and the foundation of every virtue ; to be 
good men and true, is thefirst lesson we are taught inMasonry . 
My engagements are sacred and inviolable ; if I can obtain 
yonr majesty’s favour only at the expense of my integrity, I 
humbly beg leave to deolino your royal protection, and will 
cheerfully submit to an honourable exile, or a glorious death. 

5. Af. Zorubbabel, your virtue and integrity are truly com- 
mendable, and your fidelity to yonr engagements is worthy of 
imitation : from this moment yon are free ; my guards will 
di vest you of those chains and that garb of slavery , and clothe 
you in suitable habiliments to attend meat the banquet hail. 
Zerubbabcl you are free ; guards, strike off these chains ; and 
may those emhlems of slavery never again disgrace the 
bauds of a Masou, more particularly a prince of the house 
of Judah. Z -rubi)abol, we assign you a seat of rank and 
honour among the princes and rulers of our assembly.” 

While the candidate is passing this examination in the 
council chamber, some of the sir knights prfpare the 
“ banquet table,” in the royal arch council ; the table is 
furnished with wines, crackers, dried beef, <ko. 

The warder announces to the sovereign master that the 
avenue is formed to escort him and his friend Zernbbabel 
to the banquet hall. 

The sovereign master sits at the head of the table, chan- 
cellor on his right, master of palace on his left ; on the right of 
the chancellor sits Zerubbabel and his conductor. The 
knights being all seated at the table, commence eating and 
drinking. Affierhavingpartioipated in the refreshments for 
ten or fifteen minntes, the sir knights begin to withdraw, one 
by one, until they have all left bat the officers and candidate. 

The lOTereign master then says, 'Tt has been the oustom. 
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from time Immemorial, amoiif^ the kings and sovereigns of thii 
rsalm, on occasions lilie this, to propost; certain questions ; 
and he who should be found to ^ve the most satisfactory 
answer should be clothed in purfde, drink in a golden cup, 
wear a silken tiara, and a golden chain about his neck- There 
has a question occurred to my mind, which I will propose for 
discussion, viz : Which is the greatest, the strength of wine, 
of the king, or of women.” 

The chancellor rises and says, “ Sovereign master, I think 
wine is the strongest.” 

The master of palace says, “ Sovereign master, I think the 
king is the strongest.” 

The mavSter oi infantry [for canilidate] says, “ Sovereign 
master, 1 think women are stronger ; but above all things, 
truth beareth the victory.” 

The sovereign master observes, “Companion Zerubbabel, 
you have made a very im])ortant addition to the question, 
which needs further consi<h^ration, it being late at night, we 
will retire. To-morrow you will assemble in the council 
chamber to hear the question debated.” 

The master of cavalry says, “Attention, sir knights ; you 
will form an avenue to escort the sovereign master and hii 
companion Zerubbabel to the council chamber.” They all re- 
pair to the council cliamber. 

The sovereign master is seated on his throne, surrounded by 
his princes and nobles. He then calls upon the parties to 
make public defence of their opinions. 

The chancellor rises and speaks upon the strength of 
as follows : 

“ O ye princes and rulers, how exceeding strong is wine 1 
It causeth all men to err that drink it ; it maketh the mind of 
the king and the beggar to be all one ; of the bondman and 
the freeman, cf the poor man and of the rich ; it tumeth also 
every thought into jollity and mirth, so that a man remem- 
bereth neither sorrow nor debt ; it changeth and elevateth the 
spirits, and enliveneth the heavy hearts of the miserable. It 
maketh a man forget his brethren, and draw his sword against 
his best friends. 0 ye princes and rulers, is not tnrw the 
itrongest that forceth us to do these things.” 

The master of the palace spoke upon the power of as 

loUowi : 
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It Ib beyond dinpute, 0 princes and rulers, that God has 
made man inanter oi all thiiij^s under the Bun ; to command 
them, to make use of them, and apply them to his service as 
he pleases : but whereas men have only dominion over other 
fubiiiiary creatures, kings have an authority even over men 
themselves, and a right of ruling them by will and pleasure. 
Now, he that is master of those who are masters of all things 
else, hath no earthly thing above him.” 

The master of infantry [for candidate] spoke upon the power 
of women, as follows : 

O princes and rulers, the force of tcine is not to be de- 
nied ; neither is that of Jciytgs, that unites so many men in one 
common allegiance ; but the 8U])ereminency of women is yet 
above all this ; for kings are but the gifts of women, and 
they are also the mothers of those that cultivate our vineyards. 

“Women have the power to make us abandon our very 
country and relations, and many times to forget the best 
friends we have in the world, and forsake all other comforts, 
to live and die with them. But when all is said, neither they, 
nor wine, nor kings, are comparable to the almighty force of 
truth. As for all other things, they are mortal and transient; 
but truth alone is unchangeable and everlasting ; the benefits 
we receive from it are subject to no variations or vicissitudes, 
of time and fortune. In her judgment is no imrighteousness, 
and she is the wisdom, strength, beauty, power, and majesty of 
sll ages. Blessed he the God of Truth.’' 

As soon as Zerubbable grts through 8|>eaking, the sovereign 
ma>ter ami c<)m]\\inons all exclaim, “ Great is truth, and 
mighty above all things.” 

The sovereign master then says, “Zerubbabel, ask what thou 
wilt, and I will give thee ; because thou art found the wisest 
among thy compauions.” 

M. I. [for candidate.] “O king, remember thy vow wide? 
thou hast vowed, to build Jerusalem in the day when thoi 
thouldest come to thy kingdom, and to restore the holy veseelf 
which were taken away out of Jerusalem. Thou hast alsc 
vowed to build up the temple which was burned, when Judah 
was made desolate by the (Jhaldees. And now, 0 king, this is 
that 1 desire of thee, that thou make good the vow, the per- 
formance whereof with thine own mouth thon bast vowed to 
the Kiwe or Hkavem.” 
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The sovereign ma-ster then says, “ Zerubbabel, it ihall be 
done. I will punctually fulfil my vow : letters ainl pa-ssports 
ihail be immediately issued to my officers throughout the 
realm, and they shall give you and those who accompany you, 
safe conveyance to Jerusalem, and you shall be no longer hin- 
dered or impeded in rebuilding your city and temple, until 
they shall be completed.” 

The sovereign master then invests the candidate with a 
green sash, and says, “ This green sash, of which you were 
deprived by my guards, I now with pleasure restore to you, 
and will make it one of the insignia of a new order, calcu- 
lated to perpetuate the remembrance of the event which caused 
the renewal of our friendship. Its colour will remind you that 
truth is a divine attribute, and shall prevail, and shall for ever 
nourish in immortal green. I will now confer on you the 
highest honour in our power at this time to bestow, and will 
create you the first knight of an order, instituted for the ex- 
press purpose of inculcating the almighty force and importance 
of truth.” He then directs the candidate to kneel, and says, 
** By virtue of the high power in me vested, as the successor 
and representative of Darius, king of Persia, 1 now constitute 
and create you a knight of the illustrious order of the rod 
cross,” (at the same time laying the blade of his sword first 
upon tlie right shoulder, then upon the left, and then upon the 
head of the candidate.) 

The sovereign master then takes the candidate by the hand, 
and says, “ Tliis sword of which you was deprived by my 
guards, 1 now with pleasure restore to you, in the hand of a 
true and courteous knight. It is endowed with lliree most 
excellent (lualilies : its hilt with/ciiiik, its blade with hope, and 
its point with charity ; which teaches this important lesson, 
that when we draw' our swords, in a just and virtuous cause, 
having faith in God, w'e may reasonably hope for victory, ever 
remembering to extend the point of charity to a fallen foe. 
Take it, and return it to its scabbard, and there let it remain 
until it is consumed by rust, rather than draw it in ihe 
of injustice and oppressiun.* 



ORDER OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS 

The ofBcere necessary to form an encampment are as follows^ 
viz. : Most eminent grand commander, generalissimo, cap- 
tain general, prelate, treasurer, recorder, senior warden, 
junior warden, standard bearer, sword bearer, warder, and 
•entineL 


TiMPLARfl’ Mandal. 

The throne is situated in the east; above is suspended i 
banner, on it a cross, surmounted by rays of light ; on each 
side a skv blue banner, on one of which are arranged the em- 
blemi oi the order, and on the other a paschal lamb and 
Maltese cross, with the motto, “ The will of God/’ The grand 
commander is seated on the throne, the generalissimo, prelate 
and past grand commanders, on his right ; the captain general 
on hia left, the treasurer on the right, and the recorder on the 
left in front ; the senior waixlen at the south-west angle o/ 
the triangle, and upon the right of the first division ; the 
junior warden at the north-west angle of the triangle, and on 
the left of the third division ; the standard beauer in the west, 
the sword bearer on his right, and the warder on his left ; at 
the base of the triangle, and in front of the standard beaier, 
% stall for the initiate. The knights are so arranged that there 
shall be fUQL equal number on each side of the throne and in 
front. 


Dress. 

A full suit of black. A black velvet sash, trimmed with 
■Uver lace, hanging on the right shoulder, and crossing ths 
body to the left side ; at the end of the sash is suspended c 
poniard, or small dirk ; on the left hip of the sash is a Maltess 
cross ; on the right shoulder a black rose ; on the left breast a 
star of nine points ; in the centre of the star a cross and ser- 
pent of gold, iTxnnonnted by a circle, on which is engraved, or 
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•namelled, ** In hoc signo vmcea.” ajnon of black Tclvct, 
of a triangular form, trimmed wiih silver lace. On the top, 
or flap, is a triangle, with twelve holes perforated through it ; 
in the centre of the triangle is a cross and serpent ; on the 
centre of the apron is a scull and cross bones, and at equal 
distance from them, in a triangular form, a star with seven 
p<^iiit8 ; in the centre of each star a red cross. 

The sir knights being assembled and seated, as in plate 21, 
the encampment is opened with the same ceremonies that a 
red cross council is, except the addition of giving the signs and 
words of the knight templar and knights of Malta, which will 
be hereafter explained. The candidate is balloted for, as in 
the preceding degrees ; and if he is elected a member, the 
junior warden (whose duty it is to conduct the candidate 
through part of the de^ee), conducts him to the chamber oj 
rtJUciion* and informs aim that before he enters that room 
he must be hoodwinked for a few minutes, as he has been in 
«)me of the preceding degrees. This being done, he is con- 
ducted in, and seated in a chair. The junior warden then ad- 
dresses him as follows : 

“ Companion, you are now seated in the chamber of reflection : 
before you, upon a hible, you will find the Holy Bible, that 
great light in Masonry. You will also find upon the table a 
paper containing three q^u$ti&n$, to which you are required to 
make answers iu writing, yes or no, as you may see cause, and 
sign your name in the margin. And you w ill also find upon 
the table a bowl of pure water, in which you will wash your 
hands, and wipe them on a napkin, wliich you will find on the 
table, in token of the purity of your intention in the business 
^011 are engaged, with an awful reference to the day of youi 
death and the coming jud^ent 1 am now about to leave 
you alone. Soon after I leave the room, I will give you a 
signal of three distinct knocks for you to remove the bandage 
fnira your eyes. After you have gone through the ceremonies 
as I have directed, you will give me the same signal, and 1 
»ill return to yon.” 

The junior warden then leaves the reilt^.jtion room, closes 

* This is a small apartment adjoining the encampment, fitted up for 

Uiis occasion, sometimeo painted bhmk, and lighted with only osm 
fiimmering taper. 
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the door, and gives the tignal ; upon the hearing of which the 
candidate removes the bandage from hie eyes, and to his CTeat 
Hnrprise finds the table before him covered with human bkuIIi 
% na “cross bones’^ of horrible appearances. [See plate 23 

fig. 3.] 

After the candidate has recovered a little from his fright, he, 
examines tlie three ([ueslioiis, wlindi read.s as follows, viz. ; 

First, Should you ever be called njxvn to draw your sword 
will you wield it in defence of the Christian religion f* 

“Yes.” J. Dupeaty. 

Second : Does your conscience upbraid you for any known 
or overt act unrepented of ? 

“No.” J. Dupeafiy. 

Third : Do you solemnly promise to confonn to all the 
ceremonies, rules, and regulations of this encampment as all 
valiant and magnanimous sir knights have done who have 
travelled this way before you. 

“ Yes.” J. Dupeasy. 

After he has answered the questions and performed ablu- 
tion, he gives the tiynal, and the junior warden returns to 

him. 

J. W. Have you given answers to the questions proposed I 
[Candidate says he has. ] Present them. I presume they arc 
latisfactory. I will present them to the most eminent grand 
commander, and will soon return with his answer. 

The junior warden leaves the candidate in the reflection 
room, and repairs to the entrance of the veil which divides the 
encampment into two apartments, and gives an alarm of three 
times tour knocks with his foot upon the floor. 

M. E. G. C. Sir knight w’arder, attend to the cause of that 
alarm, and see wdio conies there. 

The warder steps to the entrance of the veil and demAuds, 
“ Who comes there ?” 

J. W. A worthy companion, who having taken all the 

• I WM informed b? an officer in New Haren encampment “ that a 
oompanion (who joined that encampment before me), delayed the 
oereraonies two hours and a half, in refvieing to give the eatisfactory 
answer to the queetion, ' Will you wield your sword in defence of the 
Christian religion,’ his answer was ^ NO : the religion which 1 believe 
yd^o ach requiree no such service.' But ha waa prevailed on to 
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necessary preceding degrees, now solicits the honour of being 
dubbed and created in this encampment a knight of the valiant 
md magnanimous order of knight templars and knighto o( 
M^alta, or order of St. Johns of Jerusalem. 

JV. Has he given answers to the questions proposed ? 

J. W. He has, in writing, and in token of his sincerity has 
performed the necessary ablution. 

IV. You will present them, ami wait a time until the most 
eminent grand commander be informed of your request and 
his answer returnecL 

The warder returns to his post.* 

M. R. G. C. Sir knight warder, what the cause of that 
alarm ? who comes there ? 

IV. A worthy companion, who, having taken all the neces- 
sary preceding degrees, now solicits the honour of being duh])ed 
and created in this encampment, a knight of tlie valiant and 
magnanimous order of knight templers, and knights of Malta, 
or order of St. Johns of Jerusalem. 

M. R. G. C. Has he given answers to the questions iiroposed ? 

IV. He has, in writing, and in token of his sincerity ha« 
performed the neccssai/ ablution. 

M. E. G, G. Present tlie ouestiorw. [Reads them.] The 
questions are answered satisfactorily ; but as a trial of his 
patience and perseverance, I enjoin upon him seven years^ pil- 
grimage, which he will perform under the direction of the 
junior warden dresseci in pilgrim’s weeds.” 

The warder returns the same answer to the junior warden, 
and he to the candidate in the chamber of reflection. The 
junior warden also infonns the candidate that in addition to 
his sandals, staff, and scrip, he must take some bread and a 
bottle of water to sustain him on his journey. The candidate 
is prepared as in plate 22, fig. 1, and the junior warden directs 
him to follow liinL 

The encampments are generally so constructed that they 
ha'.ij to pass through several rooms before they arrive to the 
the first room they enter, a guard, who is stationed 
'diere for that purpose, inquires, “ Who conies there V 

' The warrior’# post or niatiou in thii part of the ceremony is at th ^ 
in front of the moat sminent grand comni'inder. 

^ Tbat pskTt of the hall or enoeimpmeDt where the nooei eminent 
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/. fT. i we&rj pilgrim, travelling from afar, to Join witli 
thoee who oft have gone before him to offer his devotions al 
the holy shrine. 

Guard. Pilgrim, I ^et thee ; walk into mv tent ; dt down j 
silver and gold have I none ; but such as I have give I thee ; 
here is some good bread and pure water, just such as pilgrims 
need ; help yourself. (Pilgrim eats.) I will examine youi 
scrip, and see how your bread holds out ; (fcHjling in his scrip) 
your bread is almost gone, I will ])ut in some ; you water is 
also almost 8j)ent, I will replenish your bottle. Help yourselJ^ 
brother pilgrim, to what you like best. 

The candidate having sutllciently refreshed himself, the 
guard says, “ Pilgrim, hearken now to a lesson to cheer thee 
on thy way, and assure thee of success.” 

“ And A\)rahain rose up early in the nu)ming and took 
t>read and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar (putting it 
on her shoulder), and tlie child, and sent her away, and she 
departed and waiulered in the wilderness ; and the water was 
spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the 
shrubs ; and tlie angel of Gcsl calle<l to llagar out of heaven ; 
saying, ari»e, lift up the lad, ami hold him in thine hand ; for 
I will make him a great nation ; and (hnl opened her eyes 
tad she .saw a well of water. By faith, Abraham sojourned in 
the land of i)romi.se as in a strange country, dwelling in taber- 
nacles ; for he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder ami maker is Be ye therefore followers of God 

as dear children, rejoicing in the Lord alway ; and again I say, 
rejoice.” Farewell, Pilgrim. God spee<l tiiee. 

The junior warden, follow^ed by the pilgrim, passes into 
another room, where the second guard accosts them, and where 
the Aiune ceremonies take place as l^fore ; after which tht 
guard reads the following lesson or exhoit;ition : 

'' If a brother or sister be naked and destitute of daily food, 
and one of you say, depart in [)eace, be ye warmed and filled, 
and ye give them not of those things which are needful for the 
body, what doth it profit? To do good and to communicate 
forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. Be- 
ware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain de- 

^rand oooimaDder siU is oalled tbs sssibun ; tbs oth«r tids oi tbs rsji 
w tbs oouQoil obsmbsr 
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ecdt titer the traditiout of men; after the radimente oi tlie 
•r<i 2 id, and not after Christ : For in him dwelleth all the 
^.In^ of the Godhead bodily. Fardwell, Fil^iu. Qod i-peod 

They pass in nnto the thin! room, where the thirtl gn^ixl 
(reals tliem with bread and water as before, and reads the fol- 
lowing ie&eon : 

“ lie that rcceiveth yon, recciveth me, and he that receiveth 
me receiveth him that sent me : C^niie unto me all ye that 
Ulxmr and are heavy laden and 1 will give yon rest. Take 
my yoke upon you and learn of me^ for I am meek and lowly 
in heart, and ye ehall find icU unto your eouls; for my yoke 
U easy and ray burden ia light. Whosoever aliall give Ui 
drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water, only 
In the name of a disciple, verily I aav unto you, he shall 
In nowise lose bis reward- Farewell, Pilgrim. Qod 8|)eed 
. thee.* 

They then pa^ on and make an alarm at the entrance of the 

MytoBL 

M. E. Q. C. Sir knight warder, attend to that al»rm, and see 
who come* there. 

iV, (To the veil.) Who comes there 1 

J. IF. A weary pilgrim, travelling from afar, who having 
r-^'.aaed full three long years of pilgriiiia^ is most desirous, if 
it please the grand commander, forthwith to dedicate the four 
remaining years to deed* of more exalted miefulneas ; and il 
foimd worthy, his strong desire is to be now admitted among 
tlioae valiant knight*, whoee well-earned fame ha* spread bt>th 
far and wide for a^-ts of charity and pure beneficence. 

iV. What surety doe* he offer that he is no imposter t 

J. W. The commendation of a valiant and magnanimous 
knight, our junior warden, w'ho recommends to the grand com- 
mander a remission of the four remaining years of pilgrimage. 

IP'. Let him wait a time with patieiu^ and p§rseveran£e, and 
ux‘n an answer will be relumed to hi* request 

The warder returns to his post, and the most eminent graf'd 
Sol inlander inquiriits, “ Who comes there ?* 

The warder replie* a* before. 

M. E. 0. G. Tuis being true, sir knight, our prelate, you wiD 
tekothis weary pilgrim to the holy altar, where, having sworn 
fiin> {or everto bs L tit hf ui, forthwith .vnvMt him with the swori 
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and backlf^r, fchat as a pilgrim warrior be may perform 
seven years of warfare. 

S, W, Attention, sir knights ; yon will form an avenue, 
to f Bcort OOP moat excellent prelate to the holy altar. 

The veil is drawn aside, and the avenue is formed by the sir 
knii^hts, standint^in twolinea.and formin^ao arch withtheir 
Bword'^ ; th ^ prelate takes the candidate by the arm, leading 
him down the avenae to the lower end of theoonncil chamber. 
The candidate kneels at the altar, upon two cross swords, placei 
his hands upon the holy bible, on which is placed two croai 
swoixifl ; the senior warvlen staiula on ihe ri^dit and the junioi 
wanlcu on tlie left of the caodiJaV. with dra'vn swords. Ths 
pielttte taker, his piace in fomt of the candidate, on a sort oi 
tiin^e, and aildresses liiin as follows: 

•* Companion, you are kneelinj^ at the altar for the purpoaa 
of taking a solemn oath and obligation apj)ertaining to thf 
degree of knight temj>lar, which is not to interfere with the 
duty you owe to your country or Maker ; if you are willing to 
pnKeed, you may rei)eat your chriBlian aiid surname, and saj 
after me. 

I, A. B., of my own free will and accord, in the presence 
of Alniighty God, and this encampment of knights templar*, 
do hereby, and hereon most solemnly promise and swear that 
I wiU always hail, for ever conceal, ami never reveal, any of the 
•ecret arts, parts or points appertaining to the mysteries of thii 
order of knights templars, unless it be to a true and lawful 
companion sir knights, or within the body of a just and lawful 
encampment of such ; and not unto him, or them, until by due 
trials strict examination, or lawful information, I hnd him oi 
them lawfully entitled to receive the same. 

“ Furtliennore do I promise and swear, that I will answer, 
and obey all due signs, and regular summons which shall be 
given or sent to me from a regular encampment of knighU 
templars, if within the distance of forty miles, natural inhimi- 
ties, and uiiavoiilablo accidents only excusing me, 

** Furthermore do I promise aud swe.ir, tliat I will help, aid, 
and assist with my counsel, my purse, and my sword, all pool 
and indigent knights templars, their widows and oqihans, they 
making applic^ition to me as such, and I finding them worthy, 
§u far a« 1 can do it without material injury Ui myself, ai^A m 
tax M truth, honor, and justice may warrant 
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“FnTtheniiore do I promise ind swear, thet I will qoi Msiet 
or be present at the forming and opening of an encampment a 
knights templars, unlese there be present seven knights of the 
order, or the representatives of three different encampments, 
acting under the sanction of a legal warrant 

** Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will go the 
distance of forty miles, even barefoot and on frosty ground, to 
save the life, and relieve the necessities of a worthy knight, 
should I know that his necessities required it, and my abilities 
permit 

“ Furthermore do I promise an<l swear, that I will wield my 
0%oord in the defence of innocent maidens, destitute widows, help- 
Uu orphans, and the Christian religion. { I I ) 

“Furthemiore do I promise and sw'ear, that I will 8i^j)ort 
and maintain the bye-laws of the encampment of which I may 
hereafter become a member, the edicts and regulations of the 
grand encampment of the United States of America, so far as 
8b« same shall come to my knowledge ; to all this I most 
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, with a firm and 
steady resolution to perform and keep the same, without any 
hesitation, equivocation, mental reservation or self-evasion oi 
mind in me whatever ; binding myself under no less penalty 
than to have my head struck off and placed on the higheat 
spire in Christendom, should I knowingly or wilUngly violate 
any part of this my solemn obligation oi a knight templar. So 
help me Qod, and keep me stec^ast to perform and keep the 
same.” [He kisses the book.] 

The prelate then directs the candidate to arise, and thus ad- 
dresses him : “ Pilgrim, thou hast craved permission to pas# 
through our solemn ceremonies and enter the asylum of our 
encampment ; by thy sandals, staff, and script, I judge thee to 
be a child of humility : charity, and hospitality, are the grand 
characteristics of this magnanimous order. 

“ In the character of knights templars, we are bound to give 
alma to poor and weary pilgrims travelling from afar, to succour 
the needy, feed the hungry, clothe the naied, and bind up the 
woundi of the afflicte^L 

We her' wag$ war against the enemies of innocent maidens, 
destitute widows, helpless orphans, and the Christian religioa 
If you are desirous of enlisting in this noble and glorious 
warfare, Lay aside thy staff, and take up the sword., nghtlng 
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oiAiifiilly thy way, and with valour miming thy cour»« . and 
may the Almighty, who ia a strong tower and defence to all 
thoee who put their trust in him, be thy support and thy 
salvation. 

** Pilgrim, having laid aside the staff, and taken up the 
sword, we expect you will make public declaration of the cause 
in which you will wield it You will therefore repeat after 
me and do as I do. 

** ‘ I will w ield my sword in defence of innocent maidena, 
deatitute widows, helpless or}>hans, and the Christian re- 
ligion.' ” 

The candidate repeats the same, sentence by sentence, after 
tlie prelate, and at e^ich sentence, giving his sword a flourish 
alK)ve his hea<l. 

P. With confidence in this, your profi^ssion, our senioi 
warden will invest you with the pilgrirn warrior* t past ; and 
under his direction, we assign you ievm yeart* w'arfare, which 
vou will perform, as a token of your coiutancy cwui cowrag$, 
success and victory attend you. 

The senior warden then invests the candidate with the pil- 
rriin warrior’s j)ass, which \b Mah^r-ihalal-Juixhhaz. It is given 
oy four cuts of the sw’ord, and under an arch of steeh [See 
plate 20, fig. 2.] 

S. ff”. Pilgrim, you will follow me, and repeat after me. 
They then start on tlieir tour of warfare, both wielding their 
iwoixls, and saying, “ I will w ield mv sword in defence of in- 
nocent maidens, destitute widicAs, helpless orphans, and the 
Christian religion." [See {date 22, fig. 3.) 

They tlien met-t a guard, who demands, ** Who comes 
there 

S. IV. A pilgrim warrior. 

G. Advance, and communicate the pilgrim warrior’s ^>{iss. 

It is given as before. 

The candidate is accosted in the ■^ame way, and gives the 
word or pass, and passes on. They then wield their swords, 
and repeat as before, until they pass three guards, who al.so 
donuiml the pass, as before. 

The three arrive at the asyhim, and make an alarm of three 
times four. 

Af. E. G 0, Sir knight warder, atUmd to the cause of that 
aUiui, and sas who comos there. 





The fTftHv'T it the veil demands, ** Who comes there T 

S. fV, A pilgrim warrior, truvelliiig from afar, who, having 
passed full thre^ long years of warfare, is most desiroue, if it 
please the grand conimaiuler, to he now adniitU'd to the honour* 
and rewards that await the valiant templar. 

W. What surety does he offer that he is no impostor 1 

S. W. The commendations of a valiant and magnaninioin 
knight, our senior warden, who recommends to the grand com 
mander a remission of the four remaining yeurs of warfare, 

W. By w'hat further right or benefit, does he expect to gain 
admission to the asylum ? 

S. W. By the benefit of the pilgrim warrioris pass. 

W. Let him communicate it to the sir knight on his right 

The pass is given as before. 

fF'. Let him wait a time with cmutancy and courage; and 
soon an answer wuU be retunied to his reipiest. 

The warder returns, and reports to the grand commander, 
where the same c^uestions are asked and answers returned ; whc 
orders the candidate to enter. The veil is then drawn aside 
and the candidate advances near to the base of the triangle. 

M. E. 0. G. Pilgrim, having gained admission to the asylum, 
what profession have you to make in testimony of your fitness 
to become a knight among our number ? 

The senior warden directs the candidate to repeat after him 
as follows : Most eminent, I now declare in truth and sober- 
ness, that I entertain no enmity or Ol will to a soul on earth, 
that I would not freely reconcile, in case I found in him a cor- 
responding disposition, 

M. E. G-. G. Pilgrim, the sentiments you utter ars truly 
commendable, and are worthy of imitation ; but yet we require 
lome tirouger proof of your fidelity to us. The proofs we 
demand are, that you participate with us in five lihatiom; which 
being performed, we will receive you a knight among out 
number. The elements of these libations are for the four first, 
wine and water ; the fifth is pure trina. Have you any re- 
pugnance to participate ? 

The candidate prompted by senior warden, says, ^*Mo«t 
swiinent, I am willing to conform to the rules of the order.” 

The moat eminent takea a wine sIbju of wine and water from 
the triangle, and directs the ceudidate to do the same, 

repeat afC« him, ae follow* : 



Ill Uiodts flX^LAAi. 

“ To the memory of Solomon, king of Iwiicl, <nsr a&el«it 
grand master.” 

Second Libation. To the memory of Hiram, king of Tyre, 
our ancient grand master. 

Third Libation. To the memory of Hiram Abiff, the widow'i 
son, who lost his life in defence of his integrity. 

M. E. G. G. Pil^m, the order to which you wish to unite 
yonrself, is founded upon the Christian religion* W e will there- 
fore attend to a lesson from the holy evangelist Sir knight, 
our prelate, you will read. 

The prelate reads from Matt xxvi. 14 — 26. 

Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto 
the chief priests, and said unto them. What will ye give me, 
and I will deliver him unto you ? And they covenanted with 
him for thirty pieces of silver. And from that time he sought 
opportunity to netray him. 

“ Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread, the 
disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that 
we prepare for thee to eat the passover ? And he said. Go into 
the city to such a man, and say unto him, TIid Master saith, 
My time is at hand ; I will keep the passover at thy house 
with my disciples. And the disciples did as Jesus had ap- 
pointed them ; and they made ready the passover. Now. 
when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. Ana 
as they did eat, he said. Verily I say unto you, That one of you 
shall betray me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and 
began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it I ? And 
he answered and said. He that dippeth his hand with me in 
the dish, the same shall betray me. The Son of man goeth, as 
it is written of him : but wo unto that man by whom the Son 
of man is betrayed ! It had been good for that man if he had 
not been boni. Then Judas, whi.a betrayed him, answered 
and said, Master, is it I ? He said unto him, Thou hast said.” 

M. E. G. C. Pilgrim, the twelve burning tapers you here 
•ee upon the triangle, correspond in number with the twelve 
disciples of our Saviour while on earth ; one of whom fell by 
transgression, and betrayed his Lord and Master. And as a 
constant admonition to you, always to persevere in the paths 
of honour, integrity, and truth, and as a perpetual memorial 
of the apoetacy of Judas Isceriot, you are rec^uired by the rulse 
9f our order, to extinguish one 3f thoee bumina tap«irR 
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The CAndid&te extiii^ifihai one of the tanew, and tbtj rao^t 
efininent proceeds : “ Thus may perish tne enemies of our 
order ; and may you ever bear it in mind, that he who basely 
violates his vow, is worthy of no better fated' 

The relics are now uncovered, which exhibits to the can- 
didate a black coffin, (in the centre of tlie triangle,) supporting 
the holy bible,on which restsa human skull,* and “crossuones. 

M. E. G. C. Pilgrim, you here see mortality resting on divi- 
nity, a human skull resting on the holy bible, which is to 
teach you that a faithful reliance in the truth herein revealed 
will afford you consolation in the gloomy hour of death, and 
will assure you inevitable happiness in the world that is to 
come ; sir knight, our prelate, you will read another lesson 
from the holy evangelist 

Matthew xxvi. 36 — 60. Then cometh Jesus with them 
unto a place called Gethsemane, and said unto the disciple^ 
Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. And he took with 
him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrow- 
ful and very heavy. Then said he unto them, My soul is ei- 
oeeiding sorrowful, even unto death : tarry ye here, and watch 
with me. And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, 
and prayed, saying, 0 my father, if it he possible, let this cup 
pass from me : nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt. 
And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, 
Bind saith unto Peter, What ! could ye not watch with me one 
hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation ; 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is w^euk. lie went 
iway again the second time, and prayed, saying, 0 my father, 
if this cup may not pass away from me except I drink it, thy 
will be done. Anil he came ami found them asleep again ; for 
their eyes were heavy. And he left them, and went away 
again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. Then 
cometh he to bis disciples, and saith unto them. Sleep on now, 
and take your rest : behold, the hour is at hand, ana the Son 
ci man is betrayed into the hand of sinners. Kise, let ui In 
going : behold, he is at hand that doth betray me, 

* This ikull ifl technically called “old Simoa’* 

May Sifjum kautU all fooU, 

Who Taxy from our mice ; 

Haj tha heads of all su«h toele 
Best hi(h on epijrse.’* 

Knight temp tan’ $ong. 
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Apd while he yet gjiake, lo, one of the twelve, come, 

and with him a j^eat multitude with swords and stavew, from the 
chief j)ne8ts and elders of the people. Now he that betrayed 
him gave them a nigii, saying, Whomsoever 1 shall kiss, that 
game is he ; hold him fast And forthwith he came to Jesus, 
and said, Hail, Miuster ; and kissed him.” 

M. E. G. C. rises and takes the skull in hia hand, and ad- 
drej^ses the candidate as follows : “ Pilgrim, how striking i« 
this emblem of mortality 1 once it was animated like ourselvea, 
hot now it ceases to act or think ; its vital energies are extinct^ 
ami all the powers of life have ce.ased their operations. To 
inch a sta.tc, sir knights, we all ai o Inisteuing ; therefore let 
n« gratefully itnpn.)ve this present oop nMimity, that when oui 
and frail bodies, like this memento, shall l>ecome cold 
and inanimate, our disembodied spirits may soar aloft to tli« 
blessed regions of light and life etennd. Sir knight, our pr^ 
late, we will attend to another lesson from the holy evangelist’' 

Matthevv xwii 24—38. “When Pilate saw that he could 
prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took 
water, and waslied his bands before the multitude, saying, I am 
iimocent of the blood of this just person ; see yo to it Then 
answered all the people, and said, His blcKxl be on ns, and on 
aur children. 

“ Then relea.scd he Barabbas unto them : and when ho bad 
ftcourge<l Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified. Then the 
soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and 
gathered unto him the wliole band of soldiers. And they 
stripped him and jiut on him a scarlet robe. 

And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it 
Qp(m his liead, and a reed iu his right hand : and they bowed 
tlie knee before him, and mocked mm, saying, Hail, king of the 
Jews ! Ami they spit upon him, and took the reed and smote 
liim on the head. And after that they had mocked him, they 
took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, 
and led him away to crucify him. And as they came outj 
they found a man of Gyrene, Simon by name ; him they com- 
[>ell©d to bear his cross. 

** And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, 
that is to say, A place of a skull, they gave him vinegar to 
drink mingled witn gall : and when he li^ tasted thereof, he 
would not drink. And they omeified him, and parWd Mi 
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^rment*’, casting lota ; that it might be fulfilled which wai 
apokeri by the prophet, They parted my gar aents among them, 
and upon my vesture did they cast h/ts. And sitting down, 
they watched him there : And set ui) over his head his accuaa- 
tion written, THIS 18 JESUS, THE KINO OFTIIEJEWS.* 

M. E. G, G. Pilgrim, we will now participate in tlie fourth 
libation.* “ To the meTnory of Simon, of Cyreiie, the friend 
ofourSavionr, who bore his cross, and fell a martyr to his faith.” 

M. E, 0. C. Pilgrim, before you will be permitted to parti- 
cipate in the fifth libation, I shall enjoin up^on you one year’s 
penance, which you will perform as a token of your faith and 
humility, under the directicui of the senior and junior wartleus, 
with this emblem of humility (a skull] in one hand, and this 
emblem of faith [a lighted taper] in the other ; you will taka 
them and travel to the sepulcnre of our Saviour. 

The candidate commences his journey, accompanied by tha 
two wardens, and after travelling around the hall awhile, they 
are accosted by a guard, stationed at the entrance of a dark 
room, representing the aepolciire of our Saviour, who demands, 
•* Who comes there 1” 

S. W» A pilgrim penitent, travelling from afar, craves your 
permission here awhile to wait, and at the shrine of our de- 
parted Lord to offer up his prayers and meditations. 

0, How does he expect to obtain this favor ? 

S, W, By the benefit of the pilgrim penitent’s pasa 

0. Has he that pass 1 

/S. W. He has it not ; I have it for him. 

G. Advance and give it. 

This word or paw, is Golgotha^ and is riven by five cut}> 
under an arch of steel. [See plate 20, fig. 2. J 

The pass being given, the ^ard says, “ Right ; you have my 
permission to enter the sepulchre of our Saviour.” 

The candidate steps along, and is directed to kneel at the 
entrance of the sepulchre, and the senior warden reads as 
follows : 

** Altho^h it is impointed unto all men once to die, ye( 
as the scripture^ inform, the Saviour of the world aroea 

• In drinking thans four first libations, ths candidate holds the gfesa 
M wine and water in his hand, and after repcatin|r the toast aft<«r the 
saost eminent, they both ^he driakkkg sign oy drawing th« glass 
•srai the thmt 
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frofm the deed, end np into hearen, there for 

ever seated on tlie throne of the niajeety on hij^h, so they also 
assure us, that all who have received him for their righteous 
ness, and put tlieir trust in him, shall rise to life everlasting. 

“ In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn towards the 
first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene, and the other 
Mary, to see the sepulchre. And beliold, there w:is a great 
earthquake : for the angel of the Lord de.scended from heaven, 
and came and rolU*<l back the stone from the door, and sat 
upon it. His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment 
white as mow : and for fear of him the keepers did shake, 
and became as dead men. And the angel answered and said 
unto the women, Fear not ye : for I know that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified. He is not there ; for he is risen, as he 
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay : and go quickly 
and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead ; and behold, 
he goeth before you into Galilee ; tliere shall ye see him : lo, 1 
have told you. And they de}>arted quickly from the sepulchre 
with fear and great joy ; and did run to bring his disciples word. 

“ And as they went to tell his disciples, behold Jesus met 
them, saying, All bail. And they came and held him by the 
feet, and worshipped him. 

‘'And he led them out as far as Bethany; and he lifted up 
his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he 
blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven. And they worahipped him, and returned to Jeru- 
salem with great joy.” 

As soon as the reading is ended, the room or hall is darkened, 
ami the candidate rises, and beholds in another part t>f the en- 
campment, a trans])areucy, brilliantly’ lighted, rep re.seui ting the 
resurrection and a.scension of the Saviour, and at the same time, 
the following woixls are sung : 

**Tb« ruiof Ckni form&kM th« tonb i 
Up to hii Ftther't oourt h« flie*, 

Charublc legion* guard him hotn^, 

And shout him welcoms to tna skia^ 

Bre«k off roar tears, je saints, and tell 
How hl#h our great delir'rer reigua, 

Sing how ha spoii'd the hoata af heil. 

And lad tha ■aoaster, death, in chaiaa. 

•ar * lira Ibr arar, wondroxu fang. 

Bora to rede—a, and strong to sare U 
Than aak tha tjraai, *wbart's thj stlx^f 
4ad wWrt’e Utj rtol'ry. boaaUBg crarar * 





7^“ b^ing ended, the prelate takes the candhlnt^ by 

the arm, and walks near the traiisjxMrencyf and addreasew hiin aa 
follows : 

** Pilgrim, the scene before you represents the splendid con- 
tusion of the hallowed sacriHce offered by the Redeemer of the 
world, to propitiate the anger of an offended Deity. This 
wered volume informs us, [Rhowing him the biblel that our 
Saviour, after having suffered the pains of death, descended 
into the place of departed spirits, and that on the third day, 
he burst the bands of death, triumphed over the grave, and in 
due time, ascended with tranacendant majesty to heaven, wheie 
he now sits on the right hand of our heavenly Father, a media- 
tor and intercessor, for all those who have faith in him. I 
now invest you with an emblem of that faith : [at the same 
time suspends from his neck a black cross] it is also an emblem 
of our order, which you will wear as a constant memorial, 
for you to imitate the virtues of the immaculate Jesus, who died 
that you might live. Pilgrim, the ceremonies in which you are 
now eugagi'd, are calculated deeply to impress your mind ; 
and I trust will have a ha])py and lasting effect upon your 
future character. You were tirst, as a trial of your laith and 
humility, enjoined to perform seven years^ pilgrimage ; it 
represents the great pilgrimage of life through which we are 
all passing : we are all weary pilgrims, anxiously looking for- 
ward to that asylum, where we shall rest from our labours, and 
l^e at rest for ever. Y()u were then directed, as a trial of youi 
courage and constancy, to perform seven years’ warfare : it 
represents to you the constant warfare with the lying vanitk* 
tad deceits of this world, in which it is necessary for us always 
to be engaged. You are now performing penance as a trial o/ 
vour humility. Of this, our Lord and Saviour has left us • 
bright example. For though he was the eternal Son of God, 
he humbled himself to be bom of a woman, to endure the 
pains and afflictions incident to human nature, and finally to 
suffer a cruel and imominious death upon the cross : it is also 
« trial of that faitn whifth will conduct you safely over the 
dark of everlasting death, and land jour enfranchised 
ipirit in the peaceful abodes of the blessed. Pilgrim, keep ever 
In your memory this awful truth. You know not how soon you 
may be called upon to render an account to that Supreme 
Judge, from whom not rvan the most minute act of yowr lii# 
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b hi^Meri : for although you now 1 * 1 ^ 11(1 erect in slU the strcn^h 
;>f Tii<ui}io(xi t*rid pride of heauty, in a few short moments, you 
may l>rcotne a pale and lifelesa corpse. This moment, even 
vrhile 1 am yet speaking, the angel of death may receive the 
^atal rnamlate fo strike yon from the roll of human existence : 
ind the friend'^ who now surround you mav be called M|M)n to 
p<‘rfoTm the last sad office of laying you in tlie earth, a banquet 
tor worms, and this fair body become as the miperahle relic you 
now hold in vour hand. Man that is bom of a woman, is of 
rew days anti full of sorrow : he conieth up and is cut down 
liH a lluwer ; he fleeth as a shadow, and continiieth not. In the 
riiidfit of life we are in death ; of w'hom may we seek succour, but 
of thee, 0 Lord, wiio for our sins are justly di8])lea.sed. VTt 0 
God, most holy, thou God moat mighty, O holy and most mer- 
ciful Saviour, deliver us from the pains of eternal death. I 
heard a voice from heaven, sanng unto me, Write from heiic^ 
forth, blessed are the dead that die in the I^rd ; even so, saith 
the Sj'irit, for they rest from their labours. Be ye also ready, 
and reni assured, that a firm faith in the tmths here revealed, 
will afford you consolation in the gloomy hour of dissolution, 
and inaure you ineflfable aud eternal happiness in the world to 
eotue. Amen and amen.’* 

The hall is again lighted up, and the candidate makea another 
alarm at the asylum. 

M E. 0, C. Sir knight warder, attend to that alarm, and 
see who comes there. 


W, Who comes there? who dares approach this sacred 
^lum of our encampment, to disturb our holy meditations ? 
Who are you t 

8. W. A pilgrim penitent, travelling from afar, who having 
performed his term oi penance, seeks now to participate in the 
mth libation, thereby to seal his faith. 

W. What surety does he offer, that he is no impostor ? 

8. W. The commendation of two valiant and maguaniiaons 


kn^ta, our senior and junior wardens. 
fy. By what further right or benefi 


tain this favour ? 


benefit does he expect to 


iS. fP'. By the benefit of th« pilgrim peuitenBa pasa. 
W, Has he that pass ? 

& W. He has it not ; I have it for him. 


W, Advmzme and communicate it to the vir knight on jom 
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Thr Golgotha, is then given by the two wardniA, ujtU 
the wanier retunii» and reports the same to the most eminent 
grand commander, who directs tlie candidate to enter. The 
▼eil is then drawn a.“.ide, and the candidate enters the asylum. 

M. K. G. G, [rifling, says,] Who have you there in charge, 
iir knights? 

iS. A pilgiim penitent, who, ha\dng performed his term 

of j>enHnr^\ seek-t now to particijiate in the fifth libation, there- 
by to seal ids faitin 

M. li G. C. Pilgiim, in granting your request and admit- 
ting you a knight among our number, we can only offer you 
i-ough lialit, coarse diet, and severe duty. If, upon those con- 
ditions, you are still desiroua of enlisting under our baimers, 
you will advance, and kneel at the base of the triangle. 

The candidate kneels at the base of the triangle, and the most 
eminent addrej^ses him as follows : 

Pilgrim, the fifth libation is taken in a very solemn way. 
It b emblematical of the bitter cup of death, of which we must 
all, wxmer or Later, taste ; and even the Saviour of the world 
was not ciempte<l, notwithstanding his repeated prayers and 
•olicitationa. It is taken of pure wine, and from this cup. 
[Exldbiting a human skull, he pours the wdne into it and says,] 
To show you that we here practice no imposition, I give you 
this pledge.” [Drinks from the skull.] He then pours more 
wine into the skull, and presents it to the candidate, telling 
him, that the fifth W)ation is (T'Jle^i the sealed obligation, aa it 
is to seal all hia former enga,r.imenta in Masonry. 

The most eminent here alflo gives a short history of the de- 
gree.* The substance of it is, that the object of the degree of 
knight templar was originally instituted to preaerve Masonry, 
which had oecurue much corrupted, &c. 

If the candidate hesitates about taking the sealed obligation, 
(which is often the cas^*,) the most eminent says, “ Attention, 
^ir knights!” The sir knights immediately form around the 
candidate. ‘‘ Handle sword — draw sword — charge.” (See plate 
k3.) 

The most eminent then says, '* Pilgrim, you here sec th« 
swords of your companions, all drawm, re^y to defend you in 
the diicharge of every duty we require of you. They are aisr 


Ia mtiiiu this history is otntiiaci. 
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irawB to Avenge any violation of the mice of om ofd«. Y<m 
j^romised, when you entered the chamber of reflection, that yon 
a^ould conform to all the ceremoniea, rules, and regulations oi 
this encampment. We here have ^our promise in writing. 
We expect you will proceed.* All sir knights who have taken 
^hifl degree, have participateil in the fifth libation ; and if there 
s any thing in it tliat you do not perfectly understand, it will 
fie qualified and explained to your satisfaction. If the candi- 
iate conseritfl to proceed, he takes the skull in his hand, and 
repeats after the most eminent, as follows ; 

“ This pure wine, I take from this cun, in testimony of my 
belief of the mortality of the body and the immortality of thi 
soul ; and as the sins of the whole world were laid upon the 
head of our Saviour, so may the sins of the person whose skull 
this once wa.s, be heaped upon my head, in audition to my own ; 
and may they appear in judgment against me, both here and 
hereafter, should 1 violate or transgress any obligation in 
Masonry, or the orders of knighthood which I have heretofore 
taken, take at this time, or may hereafter be instructed in. So 
help me God,” [Drinks of the wiue.jt 

The most eminent then takes the skull from the candidate, 
and says, “ This is called the tealed obligation, because any 
promise of secresy, made in reference to this obligation, is con- 
sidered by knights templars to be more binding than any other 
obligation can De.| 


• When I received thii degree, I objected to drink from the human 
•tail, and to take the profane oath required by the rules of this order. 
I observed to the most eminent, that i supposed that that part of the 
oeremonies would be dispensed with. The sir knights charged upon 
me, and the most eminent addressed me as above. A clergyman, an so- 
quaintance of mine, canio forwanl, and said, “ Companion Allyn, this 
part of the ceremonies is never dispensed with. I and all the sir 
Knights have drunk from that cup and .taken the fifth libation. It is 
perfectly proper, and it will bo qualified to your satisfaction." 1 then 
irank of tne cup of double damnation. 

t Sometimes, if the encampocent is not hurried with business, the 
most eminent recapitulates all the oaths that the candidate has taken. 
Sometimes this is dune just before he takes the fifth libation 
J The sealed obligaiioi is reforrovl to by templars, in confidential com- 
munications, relative to matters of vast importance, when other ma 
•onio obligations seem inau^Vent, to aocure tecrery, tifenre, and safety 
Such, for instance, was the murder of William Morgan, which was com 
municate*! from one templar to anotber, under the pUUe and vipos 
ciiis sealed obJ’k^tion. 



Kinam tsi^flara. 


S07 


ht mfM emiiMBt then re«umea hifi seat, and directa th« 
fUate to read a lesaon from the holy evangelist 

The prelate reads, Acta i. 15—27. 

•* Ana in those days, Peter stood up in the midst of the dis- 
4plee, and said, (the number of the names together were al>out 
n hundre<i and twenty,) Men and brethren, this scripture must 
leedshave been fulfilled, wliich the Holy (ihost, by the mouth 
>f David, spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to 
iiem that took Jesus, For he was numbered whth us, and ha<l 
obtained part of this ministry. Now this man purchased a 
field with the reward of inh^uity ; and falling headlong, he 
burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed it. And 
it was known to all the dwellers at Jerusiilem ; insomuch a* 
that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to 
(kiy. The field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psabns, 
Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein : 
and his bishopric let another take. Wherefore, of these men 
which have companied with us, all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in andoutamong us, beginning from the baptism of 
John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must 
one be ordained to be a witness wdth us of his resurrection. 
And they appointed two, Joseph, called Barsabas, whowassur- 
naraed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed, and sahi, 
Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all meu, shew whethei 
of these two thou bast chosen, that he may take part of this 
ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression 
fell, that he might go to his own place. And they gave forth 
their lots, and tlie lot fell upon MatthiaA ; and he was num- 
bered with the eleven apostles.’' 

Chneralissirrio. Most eminent, by the extinguished tapei 
upon the triangle, I perceive there is a vacancy in our encamp- 
ment, which I propose should be filled by some valiant knight, 
fyho has passed through the ceremonies of our order. 

M. E. G. 0. “ Sir knights, you will cast lots to fill this va- 

cancy.” Which being done, the most eminent ad di esses th« 
candidate as follows : 

“ Pilgrim, you are elected to fill the vacancy in our ©ncamp- 

“ The aiUjUive tar r©o«iTe« the sound from tho iristnictire tong^« ; 
eavi the mycteriee of Froeraaeonry wore safely lo<lffed in the repository 
ci 4iluthful breasts." Until it was oonirnunicated in Bt. Jt.hns’ hail 
^•w Terk, ia sa enoanipment of kiughts templani, b 10 , 1828 . 
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mral v<wcAnt by the death of Judae Ucxuiot ; and iia i«** 
timony of your acceptance of that appoiutment, you will religbl 
that extinguished taper upon the triangle. [The candid aU 
lightf it] Thus may the Lord lift upon you tne light of hi* 
\«vmciied (xuinte nance, and preserve you from falling.” 

The candidate then ariftea frt>m the triangh*, and kneels Vs 
fore the nnul eminent, who draws his sword, and laving it hr;<t 
on the candidate’s left shoulder, then on his right, and oi; hi> 
head says, “ By the high power* in me vested, as the succls^k^t 
und leprosentative of Hugo de Paganis, and Godfry Adclman, 
I now dub ami crciite you a knight of the valiant and luagmun- 
OQOUfl order of kniglita templars, and knights of MalU, oroixieT 
if St. Johns of Jerujialem.*^ This is Bometinu^s repeattxl three 
tames. 

The most eminent taking the candidate by the hand, says, 
“Arise, sir knight, and witn this Imnd receive a hearty wel- 
ooniie into tlie l>o8om of a aociety which will be aver r^ady to 
defend and protect you. 

“ 1 will now present you with this sword in the hand of a 
valiant and magnanimous knight It is endowed with thru 
most excellent qualities, rix. : its hilt w ith Justify iU blade 
with fortitude, and its point with nurcy ; and it teaches us this 
important lesson. Having faith in iXiQ juUice of our cause, we 
must press forward with undaunted fortitude, ever remembering 
to extend the point of mercy to a fallen foe.” 

The most eminent then instructs the air knight in the pil< 
grim penitents pass, as before described ; and also in the signs, 
grip, and word. The due guard and sign is jriven by placing 
the end of the thumb of the right hand under the chin, the 
fingers clenche<l. [See plate 24, fig. 1.] It alludes to the 
penalty of the obligation of pLiciug the bead on the highest 
spire in Chi isteudom. In some encampments the crosi it given, 
by drawing the hand horizouta.lly across the throat, and dart- 
ing it up perpendicularly l>efore tlie face, Liie edge of the hand 
towards the mouth. 

The grand hailing sign of distress is given by placing tne 
right foot over the left, extend both arms, and iiicliTie the head 
to the right. It is the manner that tiic* Saviour was nailed to 
the cross. The motto of the order, “ IN HOC SIGNO VIN- 
CES,” is ^veu in this position. [See plate 2*1, fig. 2.] 

Tbs grip is givsn Dy two nertocs interkluiig tbs finder j 
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•I the light And left bands, nnd each, as he cr^-a es bis sirnu, 
pronounces the word Eininanueb [See plale 24, 3.J 

The sir knight is then told by the most emiofnt, that in 
America the degrees of nights templars and kniglils of Malt# 
are given together ; and that he has received the two degrees, 
except a few signs, which belongs to the kingiits of Malta, 
whicn will be then explained. 

The prelate reads a lesson from Acts xxviii. 1 — 5. 

**And when they were escaped, then they kne\v that the 
Island was called Melita. And the barbarous people shewed 
us no little kindness : for they kindled a fire, and received ua 
every one, because of tlie present rain, and because of the ctdd. 
And when Paul had gatliered a bundle of sticks, and laid them 
on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fasteneil on 
his hand. And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast 
hang on hia hand, they said among themselves, No doubt thii 
man is a murderer, whom, tlioiigh lie hath escaped the sea, yet 
vengeance satfereth not to live. And he shook olT the beast 
into the fire, and felt no harm.” 

This sign is then made, hy holding osit both hands, m 
though you were v, 'arming them, to the tire, ami immedi- 
ately seize hold of the lower e<lge of the left hand, near the 
main joint of the little linger, M'ilh the thnniband forehnger of 
the right ; raise them in tliifl ]:)osition, as high as the chin, dia- 
engage them with a qiikk rm tioii, mul ext<ui<l tliem down- 
wards on each side, at an angle of forty-five degrees, from ths 
bo<ly, the fingers extend<Ml,aiid|Kilm3 down, [See plate 24,tig. b.) 

The prelate reads aiiuflior lessiui. 

Si, John xix. 19. “ And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on 

the cioss. And the wTiting was JilSP'S OF NAZAKETII, 
THE KING OF THE JEWS.^^ 

This is the grand word of a knight of Malta. IN RE It h 
formed by the inidals of the four wonls that Pilate put on tin 
croBS, V'iz. : lasus Xazare^i Rex Jiuiaoriim, 

The prelate rea^ls again, as follows : 

St. John X. 21 — 28. But Thomas, one of the twere, 

called Didymu.i, was not with tlnun w lieu Jesuscaine. The othei 
disciples therefore Raid unto liim, We have seen the Lord, 
But ne said unto them, Except I shall see in Ids hands thi 
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the naila, 
And thrust my han dinto bis side I wUl uot believe. 
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And after tight again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them. Then came Jesus, the doors being shut, 
and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then, 
•aith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my 
hands ; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side ; 
and be not faithless but believing. And Thomas answei^ and 
said unto him. My Lord, and my God.” 

The most eminent then explains the grip and word of a 
knight of Malta. He says to candidate, Thomas, reach 
hither thy finger, and feel the print of the nails; [they join 
right hands, and force the first finger into the centre of the 
nalin,] reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side." 
Kach extends his left hand, and presses his fingers into the left 
side of his companion, still holding by the grip. With the 
arms thus crossed, one pronounces tne words “ My Lord 1 ” Um 
other says, “ And my God !” 

The candidate is infonned that he has taken the degree of 
knights templars, and knights of Malta, and is directed to taka 
a seat 

If there is no further business before the encampment, it u 
sloaed in the same manner that it is opened. 

Sometimes the following questions are asked, and answers re- 
^iime<l, hv cwo of the officera. It ii called a lecture, and it is 
•o me times given at opening. 

LaOTDR*. 

Q. Are you a knight templar T 

A. That is my title, 

Q. Where were you created a knight templar I 

A. In a just and lawful encampment of knights tan 
plai-8. 

Q. What number composes a just and lawful encampment 
of knights templars I 

A. There is an indispensable number and a oonstitutiana] 
number. 

Q, What is an indispensable number ? 

A. Three. 

Q, Under what drcurastances arc they authoriied to fora# 
and «pan an enoampment of knights templars 1 

A, Three knights templars, hailing from three different 
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lOiimukiKieri^fl, mar, nn<ler the winction of a charter, or warrant 
tome regular grand encampment, form and open an en- 
campment for the dispatch of biiainefla, 

Q. What is a constitutional number t 

A, Seven, nine, eleven, or more. 

Q. When composed of eleven, of whom does it tern- 
•iat ? 

A. Most eminent grand commander, generalissimo, 
captain general, prelate, senior warden, junior warden, 
tr^urer, recorder, standard bearer, sword bearer, and 

wardar. 

Q. Warder^s station I 

A, On the left of the standard bearer, In the weet, and oo 
the left of the third division. 

Q. His duty ? 

A. To observe the orders and directions of the grand com- 
mander, to see that the sentinels are at their respective posts ; 
an<i that the encampment is duly guarded. 

Q. Sword bearer's station t 

A. On the right of the standard bearer in the west, and on 
the right of the tnird division. 

Q. His duty there 1 

A. To assist in the protection of the banners of our orvler ; 
to watch all signals from the grand commander ; and see hii 
onlers duly executed. 

Q. Standard bearer^s station in the encampment 1 

A. In the west, and in the centre of the third diviaion. 

Q. His duty t 

A. To display, support, and protect the banners of om 
order. 

Q. Why is the standard bearer's station in the west? 

A. That the brilliant rays of the rising sun, shedding theii 
lustre upon the bani\er8 of our onier, may encourage and ani- 
mate all true and courteous knights, and ^may and oonfoimd 
their enemies. 

Q. Recorder's station in the encampment ? 

JL In front of the captain general 

Q. His duty 1 

A, To observe with attention the order of the encamp- 
ment, keep a just and regular record of the same, collect 
the rerenae, and pay the same over to the treasurer. 
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Q. Th« twaaurer^B iUtion In the encampment I 
A, In front of the generaliseima 
Q. ni» duty ? 

A. To receive in char^^e all funds and property of the en* 
oampment, pay all orders drow-n upon him, and render a jo# 
and faithful account wlien re^juirea. 

Q, Station of the junior warden in the encampment ? 

A. At the south-west angle of the triangle, and on the left 
af the first divii^ion. 

Q. His duty? 

A, To attend to all poor and weary pilgrims travelling 
from afar ; to accompany them on their journey, answer 
all questions for them, and finally introduce them into the 
asiluim 

Q. Senior warden’s stntion in the encampment ? 

A. At the north-west angle of the triangle, and on the right 
of the second division- 
Q. His duty ? 

A, To attend on pilgrim warriors travelling from afar, 
to comfort and support pilgrim penitents, and after due 
trial, recommend them to the hospitality of the generalie- 
timo. 

Q, Prelate’s station in tlie encampment I 
A. On the right of the generalissima 
Q. His d«ty tlieM ^ 

A, To adminiBler at the altar, and offer up pray ere and ado- 
rations to the Deity. 

Q, Captain general’s station ? 

A. On the left of the grand conunandex. 

Q, Hie duty t 

A. To lee that the proper officers make all suitable prepa- 
ration! for the several meetings of the encampment, and t^e 
special care that the asylum is in a suitable array for the intro- 
duction of candidates and dispatch of business, also to receive 
and communicate all ordere from the grand commands to the 
officers of the lina 
Q. Qeneralissimo’e station t 
A. On the right of the grand eommandei. 

Q. His duty I 

J. To rerpiV# ftnd communicate all ord^ signals, and 
peUUoiu, and the grand commander in the dieonaigt 
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of Mm TArlotui dutiet, axKi In hi« absenct, ^uvcia Uic ex^ 
eampment 

Q, Grand commander’s station f 
In the east 

Q. His duty ? 

A, To distribute alms, and protect weary pilgrims travelling 
from afar, to encourage pilgrim warriors, to sustain pilgrim 
penitents, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, bind up tht 
wounds of the altticted, to inculcate hospitality, and govern kis 
tncajnpment with justice and moderatioo. 
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KNIGHTS OF THE CHRISTIAN MARK, AND 
GUARDS OF THE OONCLAVK 

Thii conclave I* governed by an invincible knight of 
the order of St. Johns of Jerusalem, a senior and junior 
knight, aix grand ministers, recorder, treasurer, conductor, and 
guard. 

Opening. — ** Sir iunior knight, are all convened in a oecrot 
plac^and secured from the prying eye of the profane I* 

** We are, invincible.” 

*^811 senior knight, instruct the sir knights to assemble in 
form for the purpose of opening this invincible onler.” 

The members kneel on both knees in a circle, each with hii 
right hand on his heart, his left on liis forehead, and pray. 

The invincible knight takes the bible and waves it four 
times over his head, saying, «REX REGNANTIUM, ET 
DOMINUS DOMINANTIUM;” kisses it and passes it on 
his right ; It goes around until it comes again to the In- 
vincible knight, who opens and reads, Matthew iii. 12 — 16. 

Always interlace the fingers of the left hand, draw your 
sword and present it to the heart, and say, “ Tammuz Tooli- 
METH ; I pronounce this convention opened in ample form. 
liCt us repair to our several stations, and strictly observe 
silence.” 

The candidate is shown Into the anti-chamber by the con- 
ductor, who clothes him in a gown of brown stuff, and leads him 
to the door of the coimcil chambr, -where he knocks twice, six, 
and two ; — 2, 6, and 2, 

J. K. Some one knocks for admission, invincible knight 

/. See who it is, and make report 

/. K. [goes to the door, and reports,] One that is faithful 
In good works, wishes admission here. 

/. What good works hath he performed t 

/.IT. He hath given food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, 
and clothed the naked with a garment 

J. Thus far he hath done well : but there is still much fov 
kiiii to da To be faithful in my house, saith the Lord of hoets^ 
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Hied with love for my people. If »o, let aim enter under the 
penaltie* of hie symbolic obligation. 

He enter*, makes ftimis until he arrive* at the altar, there 
fcneele, and makes the following vow : 

“ 1, A. R, do promise and vow, with thi* 8acre<l volume 
claeped in my hands, that I will keep secret the words, signs, 
tokens, and grips of this order of knighthood, from aU but those 
knights of St. Johns of Jerusalem, who have shown a Christian 
ilriposition to their fellowmeii, are professom of the christiai* 
Caitn, and have passed to the degrees of symbolic Masonry ; 
Mid that I will protect and support, as far as in me lies, the fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ : feed them, if hungry ; give 
them drink, if thirsty ; if naked, clothe them with garments ; 
teach them, if ignorant, and advise them for their good and 
their advantage : All this I promise in the name of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; and, if I perform it not. 
Ut nuln jLNATin.MA maranatha ! anathema maranatha ! ! * 

The invincible knight interlaces the fing(3r8 of his left 
hand with those of tlie candidate, who lava his right hand on 
his heart. The invincible knight draws his sword ; the senior 
knight does the same ; tliey cro.'.s them on the back of the 
candidate’s neck, and the iuvincible knight says, “ By virtue 
of the high power in roe vested, by a bull of His Holing, 
Pope SylvAsUr^ I dub you a knight of the chriatiari mark, 
member of the grand council, ami guard of the grand conclave. 

The iuvincible knight then wlii.spers in his ear, “ Tammua 
Touliuneth,” The knights come to order; the senior knight 
takes his seat ; the candidate continues standing ; the 
conductor brings a wliite robe ; the senior knight says, “ Thus 
laith the Lord, he that beBeveth and endureth to tlie end shall 
overcome, and I will cause hia iniquities to pass from him, and 
he shall dwell in my presence for ever and ever. Take away 
his hltliy garments from him, and clothe him with a change o! 
miment. For he that overcometh, the same shall be clothed 
in white raiment, and his name shall be written in the book of 
hfe, and I wdl confess hia name before my Father and his holy 
Angela He tliat hath an ear to hear, let him hear what thi 
Spirit saiih unto the true believer. Set ye a fair mitre upon 
his head, place a palm in his hancL for he shall go in and out 
•ad minister before me, saith the Lord of hosts ; and he skall 
be a disciple of that rod taken from the branch of the stem of 
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Jetwe. For * branch has grown out of his root, and the spirit 
of the Lord hath rested upon it : the spirit of his wisdom, and 
might, and righteouHness is the girdle of his loins, and faith- 
fdineii the girdle of his vine ; and he stands as an Insignia to 
Ahe people, and him shall the Gentiles seek, and his rest shall 
be glorious. Cause them that have charge over the city to 
draw near, eveirone with the destroying weapon in his hand,* 

The sir grand ministers come forward from the north, with 
sh'ords and sluelds. The first s clothed in white, and has an 
Mikhorn by his side, and stands before the invincible knight, 
who says, “Go through the city ; run in the midst thereof ana 
smite ; let not thine eye spare, neither have pity ; for they 
have not executed my judgmeuU with clean hands, soilh th« 
Lord of hosts.” 

The candidate is instructed to exclaim, “ Wo is me, for I am 
a man of unclean lips, and my dwelling has been in the tents 
of Kedar, and among the children of Meshec.” Then he that 
haa the inkhoni by his side, takes a live coal with the tongi 
from the altar, and touches the lips of the candidate, and says, 
^ If ye believe, thine inicuiities shall be taken away, thy sins 
ahall be purged : I will tliat these be clean with the branch 
that shall be given up before me. All thy sins are removed, 
and thine ini(|uities blotted out For I have trodden the wine- 
lireas alone, and with me wa.a none of my people ; for behold, 
1 come with dyed garmets from Bozrah, mighty to save, 
fuse not, therefore, to hearken ; draw not away thy shoulders ; 
shut not thine ear that thou shouldest not hear.” 

The six ministers now proceed, as if they were about to 
commence tlio slaughter, when the senior knight says to him 
with the inkliorii, “ Stay thine hand ; proceed no further until 
thou host set a mark on those that are faithful in the house of 
the Lord, and trust in the power of his might Take ye the 
signet, and set a mark on the forehead of my people that have 
passed through great tribulation, and have washed their robes, 
and liave made them white in the blood of the Lamb, which 
WAS slain from tlie foundation of the world.” 

The minister takes the signet and presses it on the candL 
date’s foreheatL He leaves the mark in red letters, “ King oi 
kings, and lard of lords” The minister opens the scroll, ana 
Myi^ ^ Sir invincible knight, the number of the sealed are o»e 
bundled and forty and four thousand.* 
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The invincible knight strikes four, and all the knights 
stand before him. He says, ** Salvation beiongeth to our God, 
which aitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.*’ All the 
members fall on their faces, and say, “Amem Blessing, 
honour, glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, and power, might, ma- 
jesty, ami dominion, be unto our God, forever and ever, Amen.” 

They all cast down crowns and palm branches, and rise up 
and say, “Gnnit and numberless are thy works, thou King of 
faints. Behold, the star which I laid before Joshua, on which 
is engraved cseven eyes, as the engraving of a signet, shall be 
fet as a seal on thine arm — as a seal on thine heart ; for love 
U stronger than death ; many waters cannot quench it : If a 
man would give all the treasures of his house for love, he can- 
not obtain it ; It is the gift of God through Jesus Christ, ouj 
Lord.’’ 

Char^t , — Invincible knight, I congratulate you on youi 
having been found worthy to be promoted to this honourable 
order of knighthood. It is highly honourable to all those 
woilhy knights who, witli good faith and diligence, perform ita 
many important duties. The honorable situation to which 
you are now advanced, and the illustrious oftice which you now 
fill, if one that was much desired by the first noblemen of 
Italy, but ambition and jealousy caused his Highness, Popi 
Alexander, to call on his ancient friend, the grand master of 
the knights of 8t, John, of Jerusalem, to guard his person and 
the holy see, as those knights were known to be well grounded 
in the faith, and zealous followers of the Lord. The members 
of the guard were chosen by their counUnancsi, for it is believed 
that a plain countenance is an indication of the heart ; and 
that no stranger should gain admission and discover the secrete 
of this august assembly. This order of the Christian mark was 
conferred on those who went about doing good, and following 
the example of their illusUious Master, Jesus Christ Go thou 
and do likewise.” 

The Motto . — Christus regnat, vincit, triumphat, Rex 
regnantiura, et Dominus dominantium.” Usually on the left 
breast, on a triangular plate of gold seven eyes engixived on 
one side, on the other the letter G, in the five pointi. 
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The council must represent a cathedral church, the altai 
•overed with black, upon which must be placed three lar^ 
eandles, a cross, and in the centre a skull and cross Vxinoa. 
The principal stands on the ri^ht side of the altax, with a 
bible in one hand, and a staff in the other ; soft music 
plays, and the veil is drawn up, and discovert the altar : the 
choir lajr : 

** HiiAh, hoah, the hMTenly ohotr, 

T)i«j clc«T6 ih« *lr in bright attir* ; 

B««, MM, tha lut« oAch angel bnuga, 

And, hark, diTinely thus thej uof 

** To the power dlrlna, 

All glory he giren, 

By man upon earth, 

And angelf in bearen.” 

The priest itepe before the altar and says, Kyrie Elieson ; 
Christe Elieson ; Kyrie Elieson ; Amen : Gloria Sibi Domino ! 
I declare this grand council opened, and ready to proceed to 
business” 

The priests and ministers tako their several stations and ob- 
serve order. The candidates being prepared, he alarms at the 
door by seven raps, and the prelate says to verger, “ See the 
cause of that alarm, and report,” 

Verger goes to the door, and reports, Right reverend pre- 
lata, tnere are seyen brethren who solicit admission to thi# 
grand council” 

Prelate says, ** On what is their desire founded f” 

V, On a true Christian principle, to serve the church and 
Its members, by performing the seven corj^oreal works of mercy, 
^d to protect and guard me holy sepulchre from the destroy- 
Ing hands of our enamiea” 

^P. Admit them that we may know them, if you please. 
They are then admitted : Prelate says to them, “ Axe jqq 
lowers of the captain oi our salvation T 
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V«rg«r •«TS, “We are. right reverend prelate* 

P. Attend, then, to tne aayings of our Miister, Jesua Chriat 
** Thou ehalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with 
all thy mind, with all thy aoul, and with all thjr might. ThU 
hi the first great commandment, and the second it like unto it ; 
thou shalt Inve thy neighbour as thyself: on these two com- 
aiaridniei\t3 hang all the law and the prophets." 

The verger and beadle hold the bible, on which the can- 
liJates place their right hauids, and make the following vow : 

** I, A. B., in the name of the high and undivided Trinity, 
do promise and vow to keep and conceal tlie high mysteries of 
tliis noble and invincible order of kui^hte of the noly sepulchre, 
from all but such at are ready and willing to serve the church 
of Clirifit, by acta of vaiour and charity, and its members, by 
performing all the corporeal works of mercy, and that, as feir 
it in me lies, I will defend the church of the holy sepulchre 
from pillage and violence, and guard and protect pilgrims on 
their w’ay to and from the holy land ; and it I perform not thii 
my vow, to the best of my abilities, let me become inawi- 
matso." 

Interlace your fingers with the candidate, cross your arms, 
and lay, “ De mortuii, nil nisi bonum." Prelate says, ** Takt 
the iword, and travel onward — guard the holy sepulchre 
— defeat our enemies — unfurl the banner of our cross — -protect 
the Roman eagle — return to us with victory and safety. The 
oandidates depart — go to the south, where they meet a band 
of Turks — a aesperate conflict ensues — the knights are victo- 
rimis ; they seize the crescent, and return to the cathedral in 
triumph, and place the banner, eagle, and crescent before thi 
altar and take their seata [22d copter of St. John rtad by 
prelate.] Then the choir sing, — 

** Crtaior of the radiant light, 

DiTiding day from sable night : 

Who, with tha liaht bright origia, 

Tha world'i oraatloo didst bagln.’' 

Prelate then says, ** Let our prayer come before thee, and let 
our exercise be acceptable In thy sight* The seven candidates 
kneel at the foot of the altar. The prelate takes the bread and 
•ays, “ Brethren, eat y# all of this bread in love, that ye may 
learn to support each other.* He then takes the cup and says, 
“ Drink ye aT of taU nnp to ratify the vow that m have made^ 
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•Jid learn to enstain one another." The prelate than 
them up by the g^p (interlace the fingers), and says. ** let, Sir, 
I greet thee a knight of the holy sepulchre ; go feed the hungry: 
2d, Give drink to the thirsty : 3d, Clothe the naked with a 
garment : 4th, Visit and ransom the captives: 6th, Harbour the 
Larbourlesfl, give the orphan and widow where to lay their 
heads : 6th, Visit and relieve the sick: 7th, Go and bury the 
dead." All make crosses and say, ** In nomini patriafilio et 
Bpiritufl sancto: Amen," Prelate says, Brethren, let us recom- 
mend to each other the practice of the four cardinal virtoee i 
prudence, justice, temperance, fortitude." 

Closing. The knights all rise, stand In circle, interlace their 
fingers, and say, “ Sepulchinm." Prelate then says, “Gloria 
patii, et filio, et epiritus sancto." Brethren answer, “ Sicut 
erat in principio, et nunc, et semper et in secula seculorum. 
Amen." 

Berudiction. ** Blessed be thou, O Lord, our God 1 Great 
first cause and governor of all things ! thou Greatest the world 
with thy bountiful hand, emd sustained it by thy wisdom, by 
thy goodness, and by thy mercy I It cometh to pass that seed 
time and harvest never fail ! It is thou that givest every good 
and perfect gift ! Blessed be thy name for ever and wer P 


Histobt. 

St Helena, daughter of Caylus, king of Britain, consort of 
Constantine, and mother of Constantine the Great, in the year 
29 , made a journey to the holy land in search of the cross of 
Jesus Christ After levelling the hillocks and destroying the 
temple of Venus, three crosses were discovered. It was now 
difficult to discover which of the three was the one sought for 
by her. By order of his Holinass, Pope Marcellinus, they were 
borne to the bed of a woman who had long been visited by 
sickness and lay at the point of death ; she placed her hands 
upon the second cross first, which rendered her no service ; but 
wnen she laid her hand upon the third, she was restored to 
her former health. She instantly arose, giving glory to God, 
laying, “ He was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruis^ for our iniquities, the chastisement of sin was upon 
and with his stripes we are healed, and God hath laid on 
him all our iniquities." On the spot where the crosses wtre 
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hroA 0t Helena erected a stately church, one hundred paces 
lotig and sixty wide : the cast end takes in the place where the 
eroMea stood, and the west of the sepulchre : by levellinj^ the 
hillfl, the sepulchre is above the floor of the church, like a 
grotto, which is tw^enty feet from the floor to the top of the 
rock ; there is a superb cupola over the sepulchre, and in the 
aisle are the tombs oi Godfrey and Baldwin, ainp of Jerusalem 
In 302, St Helena instituted the order of knights of the holy 
sepulchre of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ This order 
was confirmed in 304, by his Holiness, Pope Marcellinns ; they 
were bound by a sacred vow to guard the holy sepulchre, pro- 
tect pilgrims, and fight infidels, and enemies of the cross of 
Christ The city of Jerusalem was rebuilt and ornamented by 
-dSlius Adrian, emperor of Rome, and given to the Christians 
in 120. The Persians took it from them in 637, and in 1008 
it fell into the hands of the Turks, under whose oppressions 
it long groaned, until Peter the Holy steered the western princes 
to release the distressed church, and in 1096, Godfrey and 
Baldwdn unfurled the banner of the cross, and expelled the 
Turks. He was to have been invested with the royal wreatk 
of majesty, but he thought it not meet to wear a crown of lau 
wl when his blessed Saviour had worn a crown of thorns. Yet, 
for the common he sulfered himself to bt called the king 
tf Paleeiiaa 



T HE HOLY AND THRICE ILLUSTRIOUS ORDER OF 
THE CROSS, CALLED A COUNCIL. 


The officers and oonncil all in their place®. The moat illue- 
triouB prefect addreeses the moet wofthy provoet thus ; “ Most 
worshipful provost, what is the dock ?** Moet worshipful pro- 
voet says, rising and facing the east, at the same time raising 
his mark in his right hand, ** Moet illustrious prefect, it is now 
the first hour of the day, the time when our Loni suffered, and 
the veil of the temple was rent asunder, when darkness and con- 
sternation was spread over the earth, when the confusion oi 
the old covenant was made light in the new, in the temple of 
the cross. It is, most illustrious prefect, the third watch, when 
the implements of Masonry were broken ; when the flame, 
which led the wise men of the cast, re-appeared ; when the 
cubic stone was broken, and the word was ^ven.’' Most illus- 
trious prefect says to worthy herald, ** It is my will that this 
house of God be closed, and the remembrance of those solemn 
and sacred events he here commemorated; make this, worthy 
herald, known to the most worsliipful provost, in due and 
ancient form,” The worthy herald oowa and approaches the 
most worshipful provost, where he bows thrice, faces about 
and gives a blast with his horn ; and after the knights have 
filed out by threes without the door, except the worthy seniov 
inductor, he does his errand, vii. : ** Most worshipful provoat, 
it is the sovereign will of Count Albertus, of Pergamus, that 
this house of God be closed, and that those solemn and sacred 
events in the new covenant be here commemorated : you wiD 
observe this.” The worthy herald bows, and the most worship- 
ful provost rises and addresses the worthy senior inductoi 
thus: ** It is the will of the most UlustriouB prefect that here 
now be opened a council of knights of the cross : what therein 
becomes your duty f* Worthy senior inductor says, ^*To re- 
ceive Um commands of my superiors in the order, and pay 
obedienoe tbareto — to ooodnct aad imuruct my ignorant paaa- 
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Vr«tkr«ii ; and to rcrer® And inculcAto revere icA In other*, fat 

the most holy And Almighty Qo<L” The most worehipful pro- 
rost rises fiercely, and says, ** By what right do you claim 
this duty Worthy S. inductor says, “ By the right of a sign- 
and the mark of a sign," Most worshipful provost sAys, “ W ill 
you give me a signr Worthy sen. I could if I should" 
The most worshipful provost then partly extends both anna, 
pointing downwards to an angle of 39 deg. with the palms 
op«en, and upwards, to show they are not sullied with iniquity 
and oppresfaon, and says, ** Worthy sen. inductor, you may 
rive it^ The worthy sen. Inductor then looks him full in the 
lace, and with his fore finger touches his right temple, and lets 
(all his hand, and says, ** This is a sign.” Most worshipful 
provost says, ** A sign ef what 1" Worthy sen. inductor says, 
“Aye, a sign of what!" Wor. pro. says, “A penal sign." 

Wor. sen. inductor says, ‘‘Your sign is Most worthy 

pro. says, “ The last sign of my induction." Most worthy pro. 
says, “ But you have the mark of a sign." W orthy sen. in- 
ductor says, “ The sign whereof my mark is a mark, I hope is 
In the council above.” Most worthy pro. says, “But the 

mark Wortky sen. inductor says, “ Is in my bosom." 

Thereupon he produces his mark in his left hand, and with the 
fore finger of nil right on the letter S, on the cross, aska, 
“What's that?” Most wor. pro. says, “ Lisha.” Wor. pro. 
puts his finger on the letter H, and asks, “What is this?" 
Worthy sen. inductor says, “ Sha." Worthy sen. inductor the* 
puta hiB finger on the letter I, and a.'^ks, “ What is this ?” Most 
worthy pro. says, “ BeaL” “What, then, is your mark?" 
Worthy sen. inductor says, “ Baal, Sha- Lisha ; I am tlie Lord." 
The most worshipful provost then says, “You are my brother, 
snd the duty is yours of ancient right ; please announce the 
council open.” The worthy senior inductor steps to ths 
door and gives three raps, and is answered by some knight 
from without, who is then ailmitted, and the worthy sen. ii^ 
ductor gives the condUimial sign, (which is by partly extending 
both arms, as before described ;) tlie knight answering by put- 
ting his finger to his right temple, as before. The worthy sen, 
inductor then addresses the chair thus : — “ Most illustrious 
prefect, a professing brother is within the council by virtue of 
s si^" Most illustrious prefect says to worthy herald, “ Go 
to this profeasing brother, and see him marked b^ore the chair 
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prorort; conduct him thither, mort 
worthy herald says to the knight, 
Worthy sir, know you the eacred cross of our councO T 
Knight says, I am a Christian." The worthy herald thea 
says, Follow me." When arrived before the most wor. pro. 
the worthy herald says, Most worthy provost, by order of 
the most illustrious prefect, I here bring you to be marked a 
professing brother of the cross.” The most wor. pro. says, 
‘‘Worthy sir, know you the cross of our council?” Kni ght 
•ays, “ I am a Christian.” Tha most wor. pro. says, “No 
more." 


“Mr. — , before you can be admitted to the light aud 

benefit of this thrice illustrious order, it becomes my duty, by 
ancient usage, to propose to you certain questions, not a thing 
vainly ceremonial ; but the companions will expect true 
answers : they will concern your past life, and resolutions for 
the future. Have you given me without evasion or addition, 
your baptismal and family names, and those of your parents, 
your true age as far as within your knowledge ; where you 
were educated, where you were born, and also where was your 
last place of residence ? o» have you not ? “I have,” It Ia 
well. 

Were your parents free and not elavca ? had they right and 
title in the soil of the earth ? were they devoted to the religion 
of the cross, and did they so educate their family ? have you 
searched the spiritual claims of that loligion on your gratitude 
and your affections ? and have you coiitimied steadfast in that 
faith from choice and a conviction of your duty to heaven, or 
from education ? “ From duty and choice.” This also U 

right. 

Have you ever up to this time lived according to the prin- 
ciples of that religion, by acting upon the stpiare of virtus 
with all men, nor defrauding any, nor defuruMl iho goixl name 
of 6iny, nor indulged sensual appetites unrciwonably, but more 
especially to the dishonor of the matrimonial tie, nor extorted 
oil, or oppressed the poor ? “I have not been guilty of these 
things,” You have then entitled youieelf to our liighcst con- 
fidence, by obeying the injunctions of our thrice illu^.triou* 
prelect in heaven, “ of doing to all men even as you would thnl 

tiiey should do unto yoin” Mr. , can you so continue 

k> act, that yearly on the anniversary of St. Albert, you caa 
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•olemnly swear for the past seafton you have not been gnilt j of 
the crimes enumerated in these questions ? “By the lielp of 
God, I cam” Be it so, then, that annually, on the aimivt^rs.iry 
of St Albert, you swear to these great questions ; arnl tlie con- 
fidence of the knights companions of the order in you, rests on 
your being able so to do. 

For the future, then, you promise to l>e a good man, and 
to be governed by the moral laws of God and the rules ol 
the onler, in always dealing openly, honorably, and abt)ve 
deceit, especially with the kiighta comi^anious of the order. 

“ I do.” 

You promise so to act with all mankind, but especially with 
the fraternity, as that you shall never be justly called a bad 
paymaster, ungrateful, a liar, a i-ake, or a libertine, a man care- 
less in the buaineaa of your vocation, a drunkard, or a tyrant 
" I do.* 

Yon promise to lead a life as upright and just in relation to 
all naanjkind as you are capable oi, but in matters of difference, 
to preserve the interest of a companion of the onler ; of a com- 
panion's friend for whom he pleads, to any mere man of the 
world. “Ido.” 

You promise never to engage In mean party strife, nor con- 
s])iracies against the government or religion of your country, 
when' by your reputation may sufl'er, nor ever to associate witJ> 
dishonorable men even for a moment, except it be to secure th» 
interest of such person, his family or friends, to a companion, 
whose necessities re<iuire this degra^lation at your hands, 
“ I da* 

You promise to act honorably in all matters of office or 
vocation, even to the value cf the one-third part of a Homan 
penny, and never to take any advantage therein un^yolthy the 
Wt countenance of your companions, and this, that they 
shall not, by your unworthineM, be brought into disrepute. 
“I do.” 

The candidate then takes the following oath : 

“ You, Afr. , do now, by your honor, and in view of 

the power and union of the tlirice illustrious order of the cross, 
now first made known to you, and in the dread presence of the 
meet holy and Almighty God, solemnly and sincerely swear 
«£d decUre, that, to the end of your life, you will not, either 
ia c^nsidcraUoii cf gain, interest^ or honor, nor with good oi 
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had design, eyer take any, the least, step or measure, or be In- 
strumental in any such object, to betray or communicate te 
any person, or being, or number of the same, in the known 
world, not thereto of cross and craft entitled, any secret or 
•©creU,or ceremony or ceremonies, or any part thereof appertain- 
ing to the order and degree known among Masons, as the thrice 
Illustrious order of the cross. That you will not, at any time 
or times, whatever, either now or hereafter, directly or indi- 
rectly, by letter, figure, or character, however or by whoever 
made, ever communicate any of the information and secret 
mysteries heretofore alluded to. That you will never speak 
on or upon, or breaths high or low, any ceremony or secret 
appertaining thereto, out of council, where there shall not bs 
two or more knights companions of tlie order present, besides 
yourself, and that in a safe and sure place, whereby any 
opinion, even of the nature and general pnnciples of the insti- 
tution, can be formed by any other person, oe he Mason or 
otherwise, than a true knight companion of the cross ; nothing 
herein going to interfere with the prudent practice of the 
duties enjoiuod by ths order, or arrangement for their enforow- 
ment 

You further swear, that, should you know another to 
violate any essential part of this obligation, you wdll use your 
most decided endeavours, by the blessing of God, to bring such 
person to the strictest and most condign ])uni8hment, agreeably 
to the rules and usages of our ancient fraternity ; and tiiis by 
pointing him out to the world as an unw’orthy vagabond ; by 
opposing his interest, by deranging his business, by transferring 
his character after him wherever he may go, and by exposing 
him to tlie contempt of the whole fraternity and the world, but 
of our illustrious order more especially, during his whole 
natural life : nothing herein going to prevent yourself, or any 
other, when elected to the dignity of thrice illustrious, from 
retaining the ritual of the onier, if pnulence and caution 
appear to be the governing principle in so retaining it, such 
dignity authorising the elected to be governed by no rule but 
the dictates of his own judgment, in regard to what will best 
oonduc^ to the interest of the order ; but that he be rc.sponiibls 
for the character of those whom he may induct, and for ths 
soocealment of the said ritual. 

** Should any thrice illustrious knight or acting officer of any 
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council which may have them In hand, ever require your 

In any emergency in defence of the recovery of his said charge, 
you swear cheerfully to exercise all assistance in his favor, 
which the nature of the time and place will admit, even to the 
sacrifice of life, liberty, and property. To all, and every part 
thereof, we then bind you, and by ancient usage you bind 
yourself, under the no less infamous penalty than dying the 
death of a traitor, by havin^ a spear, or other sharp instru- 
ment, like as our Divine Master, tlirust in your left side, bear- 
ing testimony, even in death, of tlie power and justice of the 
mark of the holy cross. 

“ I do now, by the honor and power of the mark of the holy 
and illustrious order of the cross, \vhich I do now hold to 
heaven in my right hand as the earnest of my faith, and in the 
dread presence of the most holy and Almighty God, solemnly 
rwear and declare, that I do hereby accept of, and for ever will 
consider the cross and mark of this order as my only hope : 
that I will make it the test of faith and fellowship ; and that 
I will etfect its objects and defend its mysteries to the end of 
my days, with, my life and with my property — and first, that 
in the state of collision and misumlerslanding impiously exist- 
big among the princes and pilgrims, defenders and champions 
of the holy cross of Jesus our Lord, now as3end)led in the land 
and city of their peace, and considering that the glory of the 
Most High requires the greatest and strictest unanimity of 
measures and arms, the most sacred union of sentiment and 
brotherly love in the soldiers who there thus devote themselves 
to hU cause and banner, I swear strictly to dedicate myself, my 
life, and my property forever hereafter to his holy name, and 
the purposes of our mark, and to the best interest of all those 
who thus with me become knights of the cross : I swear for 
ever to give myself to this holy and illustrious order, confiding 
fully and unreservedly in the purity of their morals and tin 
ardour of their pious enthusiasm, for the recovery of the land 
of their fathers, and the blessed clime of our Lord^s sufferings, 
and never to renounce the mark of the order, nor the claims 
and welfare of my brethren. 

“ And that the holy and pious entbn<^,iasij) of my brethren 
may not have slander or disgrace at my hands, or the order b« 
injured by my un worthiness, I swear for ever to renooxtce 
ijt&nskj and oppiosaion in inj own person and place. wluUaver 
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H nmy ht, and to stand forth against it in others, whether 
public or private ; to become the champion of the cross ; to 
oijserve the common good ; be the protector of the poor and 
mfortunate ; and ever to r)b8erve thecnnimon riglits of human 
nature, without encroachment, or peniiittiiig encroachment 
thereon, if in my power to prevent or lessen it 1 wiU, more- 
over, act in 8ul)ord illation to the laws of my country, and never 
countenance any change in the government under which I live, 
without good and answerable reasons for so doing, that ancient 
usages and immemorial customs be not overturned. 

** I swear to venerate the mark as the wisdom and decree of 
fleaven, to unite our hands and hearts in the W(^rk of the holy 
crusade, and as an encouragement to act with zeal and efficacy ; 
und 1 swear to consider its testimonies as the true and only 
proper test of an illustrious brother of the cross. 

“ I swear to wear the mark of this order, without the least 
Sildition, except what 1 shall be legally entitled to by induo- 
lion, for ever, if not without the physical means of doing so, oi 
it being coni i ary to profiriety ; and even then, if possible, to 
wear the holy cio.ss ; and I swear to put a chief dependance foi 
the said worthy and pious objects tliereiiL 

** I swear to j)ut conhtlence unlimited in every illustrioui 
brother of tlie cross, as a true and worthy follower of the 
blessed Jesus, >v lio has sought this lainl, not for private goo<i, 
hut I’iety, ami the glory of the religion of the most high and 
holy Go<l. 

“ I swear never to pennit my political jiriuciples nor pHr.=»oDal 
interest to come counter to Ida, if forbearance and brotherly 
kindness can operate to prevent it; ami never to meet him, if 
I know it, in war or in peace, under such circumstances that 
I may not, in justice to myself, my cross, and my country, wish 
him unqualified success ; and if perchance it should happen 
without my knowledge, on being inhuaued thereof, tint I will 
use my best e^Hleavors to satisfy him, even to the redinquishing 
my amis and purpose. I will never shed a brother’s blood, nor 
thwait his gotul fui tune, know ing him to be such, nor see it 
done by others, if in my power to ]>revent it. 

“ I Bwear to advance my biolher’s bo; t interest, by alwayi 
inpporting his military fame and political preferment in oppo 
iibon to another ; and by employing his arms or his aid in nif 
Toeation, under all circumstancos where 1 shall not suffer more 
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by ao doin^, than he, by my neglecting to do so ; but this never 
to the sacrifice of any vital interest in our holy religion, or in 
the welfare of my country. 

** I swear to look on his enemies as my enemies, his friendi 
as ray friends, and stand forth to mete out tender kindness or 
vengeance accordingly ; but never to intrude on his social or 
domestic relations to his hurt or dishonor, by claiming his 
privileges, or by debauching or defaming his female relations 
or friends. 

“ I swear never to see calmly nor without earnest desirea 
and decided measures to prevent the ill treatment, slander, or 
defamation, of any brother knight, nor ever to view danger oi 
the least shadow of injury about to fall on his head, without 
well and truly informing him thereof ; and, if in my power to 
prevent it, never to fail, by my sword or counsel, to defend hii 
welfare and good name, 

“ I do swear never to prosecute a brother before those who 
know not our order, till the remonstrances of a council shall b« 
inadeiiuate to do me justice, 

** I iweju* to keep sacred my brother's secrets, both when de- 
livered to me as such, and wdien the nature of the infonuatioB 
is such as to require secrecy for his welfare. 

“I swear to hold myself bound to him, especially in afflic- 
tion and adversity, to contribute to liis necessities, my prayers, 
my iutluence, and my purse. 

I swear to be under tl\e control of my council, or, if be- 
longing to none, to that which is nearest to me, and never to 
demur to, or complain at, any decree conceniing me, wdiich my 
brethren, as a council, shall conceive me to deserve, and enforce 
on my head, to iny hurt and dishonor. 

** I swear to obey all summons sent from any council to m«, 
or from any most illustrious kniglit, whether illustrious coun- 
sellor for the time being, or by indriction ; and to be governed 
by the constitution, usages, and customs of the order, without 
variation or change. 

** I swear never to see nor permit more than two candidate®, 
who, with the senior inductor, will make three, to be advanced, 
at the same time, in any council where I shall be ; nor shaU 
any candidate, by su&age, be inducted without a unanimoua 
vote of the illustrioua bretliren in council ; nor shall any coun- 
cil advanca any membar, thera not being three iliaithoni 
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knlghU or one most illuRtrioiu And four illiiBtriovu tmlghr* >rf 
the croRS pre“cnt, which latter may be substituted by moal 
llhistrioua induction ; nor yet where there shall not be a full 
and proper mark of the order, such as usage has adopted to our 
altar, of metal, or other dunihle an<i wortliv material, contained 
within the apartment of council, as also the holy hihle ; nor will 1 
see A council oj)encd for business, without tlie ceremony of 
testing the mark, exerciseti on the character of every brother 
prayers and reading of the Sotli ps.a]m of Daviil ; nor will I 
ever see, consent to, or counteiianre, more than two persons of 
the same bu'^iness or calling in life, to belong to, or be inducted 
and advanced in any one council of which 1 am a member, at 
the same time ; nothing thmcin going to exclude members 
from other parts of the ct)nntry, or from foreign parts, from 
joining us, if tliey consent formally and truly to stand in defer* 
ence and defence, first, of their special bar-brethren in the 
oouncil, nor to prevent advan<‘ennmts to fill vacancies, occasioned 
by death or removal. To all this and every part thereof, I do 
now, as before, Ity the honor and ])ow»ir of Ihe mark, as by at 
honorable and awful oath, which con}irm*-th all tilings in tin 
dread prt'smce of the ino>t holy and Almighty (lod, solemnly 
and in trnlh, bind and obligate mv soui ; and in tlic earthly 
penalties, to wit, that, for the violation of the least matter or 
particle of any <-)!’ the licrc taken obligations, I become the silent 
and mute subjrct of the displeasure ol tlie illustrious ord'T, and 
have their powei' ami wrath tuim-d on mv bead, to mv do'^truo- 
tion and dishoiu'r, wliic h, liko the nail Jael, may be the sure 
end of an unworthy wretch, by pi-Tcing iiiv tempb '3 with a 
true sense of mv ingratitude — ami for a breach of silence in cam 
of sncli an unhappy event, that 1 siiall ilie the infamous dexitho/ 
a traitor, by having a spear or auothor sharp w . e pou, like as 
I’ly Lord, thrust luio my lefc side — bearing testimony, even 
in death of the power of the mark, of the holy and illus- 
trious cross, before I.H.S. our thrice il ustrions coausellor 
iu tioaven, th • grand ccnucil of the good — To this I swear. " 



m 


ELEVEN INEFFABLE DEGBEES. 


SECRET MASTER. 

The lodge of secret masters is spread with black. The mastesr 
represents Solomon coming to the temple to elect seven 
experts. He is styled most powerCuL 

There is only one warden, who is called Adoniram, after 
him who had the inspection of the workmanship done at 
Monnt Lihanus, He was the first made secret master. 

S^jlomon holds a sceptre in his hand, st^inding in the east, 
Vfore a triangular altar upon which is a crown, and some olive 
And laurel leaves. Adoniram, the inspector, stands in the 
weet 

TThe first officer is decorated with a hlue rihhon, from the 
right shoulder t<) the left hip, to which liangs a trianghv 
Tlie second ofiicer is decorated with a whjte rihhon, bordered 
HUth black, in a triangular form, and an ivorj" key 8usj)ended 
tlierefroin, with a tigiire of Z u{)on it. 

All the other brethren are decorated in the same manner, 
with white aprons and glovc.s, the strings of the aprons black ; 
the flap of the aprtui is blue, with a golden eye upon it.. This 
loilge Hhould be enlightened by eighty-one caudles, distributed 
by nine times nine. 

AVep^io/i. - Tlie candidate is led to the door of the lodge, 
where the master of ceremonies knocks seven times. Adoniram 
comes and repeats Oie alarm on the inside, and opens the 
d(Xjr, and say.s, “Who is there?” Ans. “ A brother who i* 
well (|ualitied, wislu's to receive the degree of a secret master.** 
Adoniram reports to the master, ana requests that he may be 
iiitro<luced. Master consents, on condition he vouches for hia 
integrity, zeal, and good conduct. He is led in, and advance* 
to the altar; his right knee on the floor : head bound, and a 
•^iiare flu'-tened on his forehead by the bandage ; a great light 
in the right hand. 

(Migation . — “ Ist point, w^crecy. 2d. O^iey orders and decree* 
of council of princes of Jerusalem, under penalty of all th« 

tormar degree*.* 
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The words in this decree, are '‘Shaddai,** ”Adonai,* and 
“ J uha.” The pass wore! Is ** Zizon.” 

The sign is given by placing the two forefingers of the right 
hand on the lips. This is answered by placing the two fore- 
fingers of the left hand on the lips. [See plate 27, fig. 1.] 

The token is to join the hands as in the master’s grip, then 
move hands to the elbows and give a grip, at the same time 
cross the legs. 

Tlie candidate is thus addressed by the most powerful 
“ Hrother : you have hitherto only seen the thick veil that 
covers the panctum sanctorum of God’s temple ; your fidelity, 
leal, and cnnHtancy have gained you tliis favour I now grant 
you, of showing you our treasure, and introducing you into 
the secret place.” 

He is then invested with the ribbon, the crown of laurels 
snd olives, by the most powerful, wdio thus address(38 him : 

“ My brother : I receive vou as secret master, and give you 
rank aiutuig the Levites, iThia laurel, the emblem of victory, 
is to remind you of tl y concpiest you are to gain over your 
passions. Tile olive k the symbol of that peace and union, 
which ougljt to reign among us. It belongeth to you to 
deserve the favor, that you may be enabled, one day, to arrive 
in the secret place to contemplate the pillar of beauty. I 
decorate you wuth the ivory key, hung to a white and black 
ribbon, as a symbol of your fidelity, innocence, and discr© 
tioii. 

“The apron and gloves are to be marks of the candour of all 
secret masiers in the number of which you have deserved to b« 
introduced. In this q^uality, my brother, you are to becomt 
the faithful guardian ol the sanctum sanctorum, and I put you 
in the number of seven, to be one of the conductors of the 
works w hich are rai.sing to the divinity. The eye upon yoin 
apron is to remind you to have a careful watch over the con 
duct of the craft in general” 

Close . — Q, “Brother Inspector, what’s the o’clock ?” A. “The 
end #f the day.” Q. “What doth remain to do?” A. “To 
practise virtue, to fly vice, and to remain in silence.” Q. “ Since 
nothing remains to do but to practise virtue and fly vice, 
let us enter into silence, that the will of God may be accom- 

? li8bed : it is nine to rest. Brother Inspector, give notice that 
am about to cloee thii lodge bj the mytteriom number.* 
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[mp^etor wiys, ** The most powerful i» about to close this lodge 
by the niyMterioiis number.” All clap seven, as in opening, 
the lodge is closed. 


PERFECT MASTER 

The lodge of perfect masters is hung with green tapestry, on 
sight columns, tour on t‘ach si<le, placed at equal distances; to 
be illuminated with sixteen lights, placed at the four cardinal 
points. A table before the canopy covered with black. The 
right worshipful and respectable master represents the noble 
Adoniram, being the first that was elected secret master, 
because Solomon chose him tlio first of the seven. He com- 
manded the works of the temple before Hiram Abiff arrived at 
Jerusalem, and afterwards had the inspection of the works at 
Mount Libanua. He is decorated with the ornaments of 
perfection, and is a prince of Jerusalem, with those decorations. 
He occupies the place of Solomon in the east under the canopy. 

There is only one warden, who represents Stockin, in the 
function of inspector, with the ornaments of bis highest degrees, 
which he received in the west. 

The assistants, being at leavst yierfect masters, ought to be deco- 
rated with a large green ribbon hung to the neck, with a jewel 
luspended thereto, being a compass extended to 60 de<preea. 

The brethren all have aprons of white leather with green 
flaps; on the middle of the apron must be einbroitlered a square 
itone, surrounded by three circles, wuth the letter P in the centre. 

Reception . — The candidate is ornamented with the dress and 
jewel of a secret master. Master of ceremony knocks four on 
the shoulder of inspector and says, “There is in the anti- 
chambar a secret master desirous of being raised to this degree." 
The inspextor reports to the master, who says, “ Is he worthy 
and well qualified to receive this degree? “ Yts.” Mast. “Lei 
him be introduced according to an ancient due form.” Inspec- 
tor orders master of ceremonies to go and instruct candidate ; 
he goes and examines him on his former degrees, puts on hu 
neck a green cord, and holding it in his left baud, and nis sword in 
his right, lesids him to the door, and knocks four. Inspector 
pepeats this within, and says to the master, “ Some one knocks.” 
MoiL “ See who it is.” Inspector orders the tyler to open the 
ioor, and see who knocks ; and after the tyler has repeated to 
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the of c^remonio*, he Ecquaintii the wtio ot^pt* 

him to be ititrtxluced, »di 1 led to the south side of the tomb, 
fct the head of the lod^^e, w!iero he stands with the si^ of a se- 
cret master. Master says, ‘‘My brother, what do you demand T 
Ayu. “ To be received to the degree of P. M.” The inspector 
then takes him by the cord, and leads him four times round the 
Icxlge, tlien makes him kneel during the prayer, after which h 
by tlie tomb on each side of the two columns ; (crossed 
in crossing he steps from one to the other, still wdth the sig 
of a secret master, he is plax'ed oj»posite the altar, his right 
knee a little bent, and takes the obligation. “Ist, secrecy. 
Penalty : being dUh>yiurrtd^ and the ]M*nalties of all those of my 
fonner obligations, Amen ; Amen; Amen; Amen.” Ataster 
draws the cord Iroin his ne-k, saying, “I now draw you from 
yonr vicious life, and by the favor I have received from the most 
{Kiwerful of kings, I raise yon to the degree of perfect master, 
on conditioTi tliat you strictly adhere to what shall be pre- 
?»ented to you by our laws 

The rereinonifs, ,fcc., of this degree, were oiiginally e®- 
t>.Mi:hcd as a {.intoful tribute of rcs^>ect to the memory of a 
J.-)iai ted wortliN 1 r-'tla r. 

Tlie hnlgt* is closed by four hmr. 

^'iie w'ord in this degTee is * Jexa.' 

There are thn*e signs. [t>ee olate 27, fig. 1 .] The firH is 
givni by placing the palm of tlie right hand on the right 
U'liiple, at die same lime stepping back with the right foot, 
aftt-r wliich bring tlie right foot to its first posit imi. The 
ifxond is that of admiration. Raise the hands ami (‘ves to 
heHvrn, then let tl.e arms fall across the belly, and look vlown- 
wards. Tlie third is to a-ivanee the toes of tlie right fw^t, 
'tliat is of Ixgli persons) until tlogv meet, bring tlie riglit knec-f 
Uvetl'.er, pi ice tlie liauds on tlie heart, tlien brijig the hand 
u>'w-wi»is the rigl.l si.lti. 

INTI MATH SECRETARY. 

The lodge of intimake secretary is furnished with black 
hangings, and represents the hall of audience of Solomon. It 
ebouid beenlightened with twenty-sevou lights, in three can- 
dlestioks of nine bracohes each, placed east, west and south. 

This lodge consists of two persons onlj, who represent 
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foloMon, fend Hiram, King of Tyre. Tbry are coveifni with 
Lim* mantlets, lined with ermine, with crowns on their hea<l«, 
rrptrcs in their hands, and seated at a table, on which are 
plac>ed two naked 8worda,a roll of parchment, and a death’s head. 

All the rest of the brethren are considere«l only as ]ierfect 
masters, and are termed the guards. They ‘^lioubd have white 
i])rcn8, lined and embroidered with a Llood colour, with 
ii lings of the same; and ribbons of the same colour romui 
ilieir necks, to which must be suspended, hanging on tlie 
breast, a solid triangle. 

Op€7iin'j . — Solomon knocks three times nine, which is re- 
fK'.ated by Hiram of Tyre, and then by all the bretliren wlio 
ire supposed to be perfect masters. They kneel, make sigms, 
n*peat tlie “word” thrice, then rise, take Uieir swords, and go 
out of the lodge, 

Solomon having first appointed a captain and lientimant 
of the guards, with directioun that tiiey take care of the 
lodge, and see that none approa»di without pennisdou, and 
thM rK the gu^di observe tlieir duty. 

B^eqyfion . — Candidate being in tho anf iohatnboig tho cap- 
tain of ibtj guards orders two or three of them to take from 
him his liati, sword aud the decorations of a perfect master, 
and tlieu to place hi n by the door (partly open) with bis 
bauds across, in tho attitude of listening. The guards make 
a little noise, on wnich Hiram of Tyro, turning h s head, sees 
the cowans, lif's his eyes toheavvn, and says, “Oh heavens, 
there is a listener!'’ Sol on: on savs, “It is im^iossihle, as there 
are guards wifcliont.” Hiram of Tyre without reply, makes to 
the door, and drags tlie candidate* by the liands into the lodge 
crying “Hero i e isl” Solomrui,'* What sliall wo do \vi' h him?’ 
Hiram of Tyro (^his hand on his sword)/' We must kill him I** 

Solomon quits his place, and layiug ho'd of Hiram of Tyre, 
Bays, “Stop, my brother;” then kn cks on the table, the 
guards outer aud salute tho lodge. Solomon, “ Take this 
prisoner aud secure him. aud let lii n be forthcoming when 
called for 1 ” on which they go out with the prisoner, leaving 
Solomon aud Hiram of Tyre for some time in private aud low 
conversation. Solomon knocks on the tabb- again, and the 
guards return with the prisoner in the mid d. By a signal 
from Solomon, they advance near the foot of the throne and 
take seats. Solomon then says to candidate “I have by my 
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•ntrcAtiei, prevailed on the king of Tyre, my worthy ally, 
whom your vain curiosity has offended, to remit the sentence 
of death which he pronounced upon yoTL 1 have not only 
obtained your pardon, but have gaii^d his consent to receive 
you an intimate secretary to the alliance we have contracted 
Do you promise to keep inviolate the secrets entrusted to you 
In th is degree, and will you take an obligation for that pur- 

C , in the most solemn manner 1 (Ves.) Solomon causes 
to kneel 

Oblujation. — Ist, Secrecy. 2d. Obey the mandat/s and 
decrees of the grand council of princes of Jerusalem. Penalty 
— Ixxly dissected, bowels taken out, heart cut in pieces, and 
the whole tlirown to the wild beasts of the held !” 

Solomon raises the candidate, and says, “ I receive yon an 
Intimate secretary, on your promise to be faitliful to the onler 
In which you have just now entered. hope, brother, that 

your (idelity will be proof to every trial ; and that this sword, 
with which we arm you, will defend you from the attacks of 
thoee, who may try to extort from you tho^e secieta which we 
are now about to confer upon you.’’ 

The grip in this degree is that of a mark master, given on 
the fii'€ pointi. 

The pass- words are, “ Joabert,” and ** ZerbeL* 

The mytUrioui word is Jova.” 

I'he first sign is to clinch the right hand, then Jraw it frorr 
the left slioulder to the right hip. The second is to cross lbs 
arms, then let them fall on the right hip. 

Grip . — Join right hands, then reverse them thrice, repeating 
at each time one of these words, ** Bcnth,” “ Neder,” “ SheU- 
motlL" [See plate 27, fig. 3.] 

lilKTORT. 

Solomon had agreed with the king of Tyre, In return fn 
the materials taken from Moimt Lebanon, and those drawn 
from the quarries of Tyre, made use of in constructing thf 
t^emple, (in part payment of which, he had already furnished 
him with a measure of oil, honey, and wheat,) lo have given 
him a province in GalileA, of thirty cities, immediately after 
die temple was completesL 

A year had elapsed before this was complied with on the 
{MMl of Solomon ; and when Hiram went to via^t thii newly 
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territory, he found the landi poor, the people md^ 
uncultivated, and of bad moralB ; and that the keeping of it 
would be attended with more eipeni^e than profit, lie there- 
fore went in person to Solomon, to complain of the deceit 
Being arrived, he made his entry tlirough the guards in the 
court, and went hastily to the kin^s apartment 

The countenance of the king of Tyre waa so expressive of 
anger, as he entered, that one of Solomon’s favourites, named 
Joabert, perceived it, and, apprehensive of the conset^uence, 
follower! him to the door to listen. Hiram observing him, ran 
and seized u})on him, and delivered him into the custody oi 
the guards ; however by the intercession of Solomon, (who re- 
presented that Joabert was, of all those about the temple, most 
attached to him, and that his intentions could not have been 
evil,) Hiram agreed to pardon him : and before they parted, 
renewed their former iriendship, and concluded a treaty of 
perpetual alliance, which was signed by them, and to which 
Joanert w’as intimate secretary. 

This lodge is closed by three times uina 


PROVOST AND JUDGE. 

This lodge is adorne<l with red, and lighted by five grrat 
lights ; one in each corner, and one in the centre. The master 
is placed in the en-;t, under a blue canopy, surrounded with 
stars, and is styled, tlirice illustrious. He represents Tito, 
Prince Harodiin, the eldest of the perfect masters, and intimate 
secretary, first grand w’arden, aud inspector of the three hundred 
arcliilects ; w hose office was to draw plans for the workmen. 

Opening. — Mailer. Brother wardens, eire we well tyled 1 
A. Thrice illu.strioUB, we are. Matt. Where is your master 
fdaced ? A. Everywhere. M. Why so? A. To superintend 
the w'orkmeu, direct the work, and render justice to every man. 
Q. What is the hour ? A. Break of day,— eight o'clock,— two 
and seven. Master knocks five quick knocks — separate — 
which is repeated by the wardens. Master. It is break of 
day, — ei^t o’clock, — two and seven ; it ia time to proceed to 
work. This is repeated by the wardens. But the four hazKhi 
four and one ; master sayi^ ** The lodge is openeiL* 
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Sec^tion . — The master of ceremonies lea<b ths candloftte ^ 
the door, and knocks four and one, which is repeated bv th* 
wardens and master from withiru Ma.-ter orders a brother to 
lee who is there. After the brother has inquired, he says, “ A 
brother, who wishes to be passed to the degree of provost and 
judge.” Master sends word to master of ceremonies to examine 
aim well, and then introduce him in ancient form. Master of 
ceremomea leads him, and places him between the wardens. 
Senior warden orders him to kneel nnd say, “ Chivi,” and puts 
a naked sword in his hand and on his left shoulder. Mas ter 
tays, “ Ky,” and senior warden, raising candidate, leads him 
•even times round the lodge ; each time he pa-^^ses the master, 
he gives a sign, (beginning with entered apprentice;) he is 
then led to the altar, and there ad.lrossed by the master. “ 1 
now entrust you with the key of the idace, v-bere is kep<t the 
body and heart of Hiram Abhff, as also the hoi in which ia 
kept the plans of the temple ; and you are now to give us as- 
turance that you will never discover the ]>1ace where tlie Ixnly 
Is interred.” He promises, and takes the following obliga- 
tion : 

Obligation . — “ Ist, Secrecy, 2nd, 1 will justly and impar* 
tially regulate all matters of dilference between bretl.reu ; I 
will be just and e(putable to all the w'orhl, as I am ctuist '.tuUvi 
by this lodge to render justice. 3rd, I will ]iay hue 
to the mandate of the grand council of priuce.^ of Jcro.-alem, 
and govern myself by tiieir regulations.” Penulty— tliat of all 
the fonner degree.s. Candidate ri.se.s, and the master gives him 
a blow with the sceptre on each sbouUler, saying, “ V>y the 
^xiwer with which I am invested, I constitute you a ])rovost 
and judge over all the works and w<ukmeu of the tem]de, and 
i decorate you, in this character, with the golden kt'V, sus- 
pended hv a red nbbon, which you are to wexir in theTurm of • 
collar; this apron is trimmed with the* same colour ; the red de- 
notes the order of the Mason, and the pocket in the centre ii 
to carry your phans for the con.structiou of the teiiqde, 

TheHiaster then addresses the candidate as follows : 

“ Re.spectable brother, —It gives me joy, that I am now 
about to re oinpenso your zeal and atUichiuent to the institu- 
tion of Maaoniy, by appointing you provost and judge, over all 
the works of this lodge : and, as we are well aa8ure<l of your 
prudence and discretion, we, without the least hesitation, eu- 
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tiTLik you with a moat important secret We expert you wHl 
do your duty in the degree to which you will now be elevated, 
u you have done in those already taken.” 

St ^ — Place the two first fingers of the right hand on the 
side of the nose. The answer to this sign is made by placing 
the first finger of the right hand on the tip of the nose, and the 
thumb of the same hand under the chin. [See plate 27, fig. 4.] 

Token . — Lock the little fingers of riglit hands, and give seven 
light blows with the thumbs of right hands, on the palms oi 
the same. 

Pass word. — Tito. Ordinary words, Geometros, Xinchcn, 
Ky, Givi, Jova, Hiram, Stokin, Architect, In some lodges, 
the following words are used, viz *. Geometros, Xinchen, Yzirie, 
Lvoh, Hiram, Stolkin. 


INTENDANT OF THE BUILDINGS, OR MASTER 
IN ISRAEL. 

Signs, words, die. — First sim, viz. : that of surprise. Place 
the thumbs on the temples, tne hands opened, and resting on 
the forehead, so as to form a stjuare — step backward two 
paces — step forward two paces — lower the hands till they touch 
the eyelids, and say, Benchorim.” In some lodges, the sign 
of surprise very nearly coincides with one of tl.e same namt 
which is given in the most excellent masteris degree. 

Second sign. — That of a<^lmiration. Interlace the fingers, 
turn the pahi\a upwarvl above the hea<l, let the bauds fall on 
the wrist, (being still interlaced,) look upward and say, 
Achard,” (or Hakar.) [See plate 27, \\\^. 6.j 
Third sign. — That of grief, (as given oy tw'o at the same 
time.) Place the right liand on the heart, the b it on the bdl 
hip, balance thrice with tlie knees — one says, “ A'y,” the otlu r 
replies, Instead of these words, the learned substitute 
the words “ Chai,” and “ Jah,” (signifying the Lord liveth.) 

lOKen . — The brethren strike a light blow with the right 
hand over the heart, psiss hamls to the middle of the forearm, 
placing left hands on the elbow ; this is repeated tlirice, one 
laying JaJdnai, and the other Judah, 

Not*. — This token has variations in different lodgea 
Psm-word, ** Judah." Saorpd word, ^*Jakinai." 
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ELECTED KNIGHTS OF NINE. 

Thli chapter represent? the audience chamber of SoloxnoiL 
and is to be decorated with white and red hanging* — the red 
with wliite flamea. 

There are nin# light* In the eait, and eight in the we*i. 
The master represent* Solomon, seated in the east, with a table 
before him, c(jvered with black, and is styled, most potent 

There is only one warden, in the west, who represent* 
Stockin, with seven brethren round him. All the bretliren 
□riust be dresHed in black, and their hats flapped, with a broad 
black ribbon from the left shoulder, to the right hip ; on the 
lower part of which, are nine red roses, four on each aide, aj*d 
one at tlic bottom, to which is suspended a poniard The aprosw 
are white, lined with black, speckled witli blood ; on the flap, 
a bloody arm with a ponianl ; and on the area, a bloody arm 
holding by the hair a hlcKKiy hea<l. 

Near to the lodge is a small dark place, representing a cavern, 
In which is placed a lamp, a place representing a spring, with 
a bason to hold water, and a table, on which are laid a poniard, 
and a rcj)res€ntation of a bloody head, as just severed irora the 
bo<ly. Near tlie table a laive stone to sit on, and below the 
Lamp, in capital Utters, VENGEANCE. 

Reception. — Master of ceremonies leads the candidate to the 
door, and knocks eight and one. The master orders the can- 
didate to be admitted. He isconducte^l to the west, and placed 
behind Stokin. M. What do you wish ? A, To bo admitted 
an elected knight Q. Have you courage eu'^egh to revenge 
the death of your master, Hiram Abilf ? A. I have. Q. If 
you have, you shall be showm where one of his murderers ii 
coiiceAled — a stranger has aliown the jplace to me, and if you 
have fortitude, follow tlie stranger. The candidate is blinded, 
led to the cavern, and seated on the stone. The master of 
ceremonies savs, “ Be of good cou.mge, I am going to leave you, 
but shall not \>€ long absent ; and after I am gone, you must 
lake the bandage from your eyes, and drink some of the water 
you will find, before I return.” Candidate is left alone, and 
the door is shut. The master of ceremonies returns, and orden 
him to take the poniard in his right hand, and the head in hii 
left ; and he thus goes alone to tne door of the lodge, ha 
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knocka eight and one. Master of ceremonies within, 

“What do you wish ?” A. An intendant of the buildings de- 
mands to enter the chapter. Q. Have you hnished your time, 
md satisfied yuur master ? A. I have had the honour of per- 
forming a feat for the honour of the craft, which will, I hope, 
entitle me to this degr**e. Master of cereinunies re])eats to 
Stockin, wfu) repeats to the master, and he orders the c.imli* 
date to be admitted. He advances, by eight (juic'.k and one 
tiow, steps, bolding the poniard elevated, as if to strike, d'he 
ninth step brings Inni to the altar, where he hilhs on his km-(‘s. 
blaster oi)S('rve.s him, an<l says, “Wietcli, what have you dune? 
Do ^011 not know that hy this rash act, you have deprived me 
of the pleasure of devoting the villain to condign punishment? 
Stokin, let him be imt immediately to tb-ath.” At this word, 
all the brethren, falling on their knees, inierceile for the can- 
didate, observing to the iinuster, that bis olleiice arose from zeal, 
and not from any intention of denriving the master ot the plea- 
sure of punisliiiig the villain. This juicities him, and he orden 
Stokin to slo[), and tell the candidate, “that he shall he par- 
doned this second time, hut beware of the third.” Stokin takea 
the heatl and ponianl from tlie candidate, and place* the 
poniard at the tool, and the head at the top of the uitar. The 
candidate i* still on hia knees, and all the brethren stand- 
ing round, as if to strike ; — he take,s the obligation. “ Ist, I do 
solemnly swear, in the presence of Almighty Hod, that I unll 
revenge the assaHMinatii, i of our worthy ma.-^ter, Iliram Ahitf, 
not only on the murder' r^, but also <m all who rrmy hetray the 
iecretg of fhu dfAirtr, ; a <1 lurtheniiore, lluit I will keep and 
proU'ct tins unlt'T will all inv niiglit, ami the l)relhren, in 
general, with all niv p* Aer; and furthermore, tliat I will «)hey 
the decrees of the grand council of princes, of Jerusalem ; and, 
If I violate this, mv obligation, / consent to be itruck with the 
dreadful poniard of vengeance^ now presented to me, and to 
have my liead cut off, and stuck on the highe.at pole, or pin- 
nacle, in tile eastern part of the world, as a monument of my 
villanv ’ Amen! amen’ amen’ amen 1 
The master raises candidate, and says ; 

“ In the reign of Solomon, several of the workmen had been 
lilty of some crime of an enornKiim nature, and mmie their 
ca(>e from Jerusaiem. A g^reat atiHeiiibly of oiasteni had sat 
eottaaitaticm on the b««t humas of diaooTaring and apprt- 
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hendiug them. Their deliberations were interrupted by tlu 
enViawce of a stranger, who demanded to speak to the king in 
private. Upon bein^^ admitted, he acquainted SoJocioa tha^ 
he had discovered where Akirop, one of th3 traitors, lay con- 
cealed : and oth red to conduct, whom the king should 

pleasu io appoint, to go with mm. This being communicated 
to the l)retnien, one and all requested to be partakers in the 
vengeance due to the villain. Solomon checked their aoiofir^ 
declaring that only nine should undertake the task ; and to 
avoid giving otience, ordered all their names to be put into an 
urn, and that the first nine that should be drawn, should 
the persons to accompany the stranger. 

“ At break of day, Joahert, Stokin, and seven others, con- 
ducted by tlis iUanger, travelled oiiw’artls, through a dreary 
country. On tlie way, Joahert found means t') learn from the 
stranger, that the villain they w'ere in quest of, had hidden 
himself in a cavern not far from the place where they then 
w«re ; he soon found the cavern, and entered it alone, where, 
by the li^dit of the lamp, he discovered the villain asleep, with 
r poniard at his feet, Innamed at the siglit, and actuated by 
an impatient zeal, he iiumodiatcly seized the poniard, ana 
stabbed him, first in the liead, and tlum in the heart : he had 
only time to cry, Vc7ujc<mce is taken, and expired- When the 
other eight arrived, and had refreshed themselves at the spring, 
Joabert severed the head from the bod}g and, taking it in one 
hand, and his poniard in the other, he, with his brethren, re- 
turned to Jerusalem. Solomon w'as at first very much olfended 
that Joahert had put it out of his power to take vengeance 
himself, in presence of, and as a w arning to the rest of the 
workmen to he fiiithful to their trust ; but, by proper intorcee- 
sion was again reconciled. 

“Joahert became highly favoured of Solomon, who conferred 
upon him, aud hia eight companions, the title of elected 
knights.'* 

Signs, words, dc . — The sign given by two, Ib as follow^ 
rii ; One raises his poniard, and mokes the motion of striking 
ihe other, first in the head, and then in the heart The second 
elspB his right hand first to his heart, and then to has head, 
as if wounded. (See plate 27, fi^. 6.) 

The following method of giving the sign, is conaidered by 
w«U instructed kla^oas, as more correct than the abova* 
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Strike at the forehead with the poniard — the brother will 
answer by carrying his hands to his forehead, as if to examme 
the supposed wound, [dunge the nonianl at the breast, crying 

Nekum,” (i.e. vengeance) — the Wother replies by carrying 
his hau<l to his heart, saying ** Necar.” 

Token . — The first clenches the fingers of his right hand, at 
the same time elevating and extending his thiunb ; the second 
seizes that thumb with his right hand, and extends the thumb 
of his own hand ; the eight fingers which are thus closed, 
represent the eight companions of Joahert, and the thumb 
which is extended, represents Joa\)ert himself. 

Past-word. — In some lodges, the pass- word Is, “ Bagulhal f 
In others, the words “ Nekum" and Joahert’' are used, and 
often “ Ahiram^' and “ XHrop." 

Sacred In some lodges, and ' N tear f ip 

others, ‘ Ba/julhnU 

The chapter ii closed by eight and urvA 


ELECTKD GRAND MASTER. 

Signs, fVonls, i^c. — Place the point of the poniard under 
your chin, and draw it dowuiwards to the w’aist, as if in the 
act of rim)ing open the borly. The brother will answer by 
giving tne sign of the enteied apprentice, with the fingeri 
clenched, and tliiimh extended. 

The tollowing unxie of giving the sign has been used in 
•ome lodges, viz. : 

Clench the lingers of the right hand, -extend the thumb, place 
It on the abdomen, move the liand U])v\'ard to the chin ; the mo- 
tion of the thumb as it glides upw'ard, is designed to represent 
that of the knife with which the penally of this degree is to be 
riecuteiL The answer is the sign of the entered apprentice, the 
fist being clenched (luring the motion, [See plate 28, fig. 1.] 

Token . — Give the sign. One says “ Zerbul,'' the other re- 
plica, “ Elehain.* 

Pass word . — In some lodges, ” Eliham,” or “Elehim," to 
others, “ ZerbaL” 

Sacred Words . — In some lodges, Zerbal," in sonre, “ Beniah." 
Ia fOLQe “Benhakar,’' or “ Benoaka,* and in othen ^^Eleham. 
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8U15LIME KNIGHTS ELECTED. 

Signs, ip^inh, diC, — Signs. — Crus^ tlit^ arm« on the wtcmach, thf 
fingers clenched, and llimnha elevale<l. In addition to thu, in 
iuine chapters of this degree, tin- eyes are raised to heaven, in 
giving tile sign. (See j^«!ate 2S, fig. 2.] 

Token. — d'hat ol the inlinnite secietaiy. In some chapters, 
there is a second or reH]H>iisive token, viz : take the right hand 
of tile hrother, and v\ itii the thumb strike thrice on the last 
joint of tiie midillc' linL:er. 

Pass-vxnd. — Slolkin nr Stokin. Some cha]*ters u:5e “ Evurh” 
or more correctly, “ EmeAhd* Others, 

ScLcrcd word- Adoiiai.’' 


ORANI) MASTER AKCIIITECT. 

Slide the right hand into the j.»alni of the left, pause 
A moment, clench the fingers of the right hand, extend the 
thumb, and with it make the motion of tracing a plan in the 
palm of the left, directing your eyes to the brother, as if draw- 
ing from his dictation. Tliis sign is varied in some chapters, 
by using tl.e fore finger in place of the thumb. 

Token . — Join right hand to the brotheEs left, interlacing the 
fingers, place the left Iiand on your hi]) ; the brother will do 
the same with his right hand. [See plate 28, fig. 3.] 

Some give the following toh'en, viz. : join right hands, Inter- 
lacing the three last (ing»‘rs, and fixing them so as to form a 
8<]nare ; place the left hand on your brother’s shoulder. 

Habacim,” or correctly, “ Uab banain.** 

Sacred word — “ Adonai.*" 


KNIGHTS OF THE NINTH ARGIL 

Sig ns, token, and words. — First sign. — Th at o f ad m i ra t i on — f ai 
(lie haunts to heaven, the hands inclined to the right shouidar^ 
0 Q« kn«€ touching the »rrouD*L i8, fig 4.] 
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Second tign. — That of adoration : fall on the kneea. 

Token. — Place your hands beneath your brother’s ami-plta, 
a8 if to raise him up, and at the same time, repeat the word**, 
'‘Tob, Bauaij Amalabec.** The brother returns the token, say- 
ing, Juhulurn,’’ or ** Gihulum.^* The Masonic translation of 
these words (Jubulnm, or Gibuliun) is a “ good Mason.” Some 
of the knmoiv^ ones'' maintain that the words should be “ Tul), 
Bc.hani, Ilanial, Abel,” and *‘ZebiLlim.” 

^'acred wordr—*^ J ehovah." 

Some chaptere of knights adopt the following signs, token, 
ind words. 

First sign. — Fall on the left knee, with the right hand behind 
the back. The answer to this (used as a token), consists in 
raising the brother from the posture after the first sign, by 
placing your hand behind his back. 

IFords. — “Gibulum Ilamaluheek,” which ig translated, 
"Gibulum is a good man.” 

S('me chapters use the following as the pass-words : 

Jod. — The beginning, Jnheh. — Conceding. 

Jtiho. — Existing. Adonai. — Lord. 

Juh. — God. Elhann an. — M e r < ■ i f i iL 

Ehjeh . — I Am. Johel . — Praising. 

Klun^, — Strong, 


GRAND ELECT, PERFECT, AND SUBLIME MASON. 

The following signs, words, &c., are more generally used by 
perfect Masons in North America. 

First sign . — Same as the due guard of a master Mason. 

Second sign . — Bring your right hand to your left ch^-ek, ex- 
tending it as though to guard that side of the face ; your left 
Is to support the right elbow ; apply the left hand in the same 
manner to the right cheek, supporting the left elbow with the 
right hand. It is pretended tnat Moses placed himself in these 
attitudes when he saw the burning bush. 

Third tign. — Give the sign of admiration, and then place 
three fingers of the right hand on the lips. [Plate 28, fig. 6.] 

Firtt tokenk— Hame m that of the entered apprentice. 



3^ GRAND ELFrOT, PERFECT, AND 8DBLIMR MAR3B. 


toLm . — Sanip a** thp grip ; haviiig given II4 

^ny, "(’an \<>i yo turtlurr' he will slip hia hand above your 
wriwl, to the iiiiii'lle of tlie arm, and so to the elbow ; he tlien 
puta h\8 h-lt iiaiid to your Hhouldt-r, and ])rt '^ses thrice. 

l^hirti Ickm. - Seize each other’s ellxiws with the left he.nd, 
in.l [>ut the ri;.:)il hand on eacli ollier’s neck, as if in the act of 
ranin;^ one up. 

Fir fit fiifisy-ord . — “ Shibboletl),” rej)eated thrice. 

Srroji’i j iriii d . — “ 1 1 elenihaui.” 

Ihxrd jxtrfi-u't^rd . — “ M ahak-makar-a-bak.” Tliis is translate-i 
Mascnituilltj, “ (lod be praised, we have linished it.” 

First ciyvrrtd word, — “(Jibulum.” 

Sf,rond corrr,:d irord . — “ Mahabim" 

Third covi^'d loord, — ** Adonai.” 

Grarul loord . — “ J i liovali.” 'lliis word is given by repeatinfl 
alternately tlie names ol the Hebrew letters uiije-i in the word 
J*Luvijx, '* Jod,” “ He,” “ Van,” “ Ur.** 





PUT BETA KAPPA 

I have for a !on;i lime been convinced of the worse tf: i 
useless character of this secret institution ; and have waited, 
with no small decree of solicitude, for a 8uital>Ie o}»j»()rtunity 
to declare all that 1 know about it to the world, lly doing 
this, I hope not to wound the feelings, or provoke the resent- 
ment of any of the respected brethren of tliat fraternity. 

In tliis (lay of laudable excitement and anxious investigation 
Into the nature and principles of secret societies, it is my 
humble opinion there ought to be no coTicealment ; and that 
the public good imp(‘riotisly demands a fair and full disclosure 
of tne nature and princiiiles of all secret societies, and that 
what is said and done umler the cover of darkness, should be 
openly proclaimed on the house tojc If there be any good in 
them, it is hut reasonable and just that tlie whole Cvimmunity 
should share in the benefit : and if there be any evil in them, 
surely the public ought to know it, that they may he on their 
guard, and counteract their deleterious etfects. The holy reli- 
gion wliich I believe and profess, has no secrets, and requires 
none ; but rather condemns the hi<ldeu w'orks of darkness, and 
demands their exposure. 

But the reasons I give, which particularly induces me to 
make these disclosures, are ]uincipally two ; one is the secret 
nature of the Phi Beta Kunpa society, and the other is its in- 
fidel motto. 

If it should ap])ear that tiicse reasons are founded in truth, 
it is presumed that no y)atriot, or Christian, can conscientiously 
condemn me for making these disclosures. W hatever may be 
the nature and strength of the obligations imposed by the 
society, and ignorantly taken, my obligations to my God and 
my country are paramount to all others, and from them 1 fear 
no condemnation. That the Phi Beta Kappa society is a secret 
association, is well known to the public. It is a species of 
Freomaaor Ty, and bears a strong affinity to it ; and, tor aught 
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1 know, may be a younger brain'h of the eaiue lenebroua 
family. If the opinnjn oi Mr. Kna})n, in his late dehmee 
Freemasonry, be correct, it is a branen of the Illuminati^ that 
•purions otfspring ot the celebrated Weishaupt, which has cor- 
rupted the whole Masonic fraternity. Of this, however, it is 
presumed the greater part of its members have no suspicion, 
1 had none, at the time of my initiation, and I could heartily 
wish 1 had no more reason for it now. Like Freemasonry, the 
Phi Beta Ka])])a society Inis its secret Lon, 8ig7i,grip, word, 
and jewel, by which its lu embers are enabled to recognise each 
other, in any company, a.ul in any part of the w'orld : and 
though it has no bloody code, as I know of, with savage penalties, 
aiul conse(|\iently none of those crimes which blacken the insti- 
tution of k reemasoiiry, yet, as a secret society, it is as susceptible 
of being perverted to unholy and dangerous purposes; and may. 
If continued uninoleste«l, and unexj^osed, in process of time, 
become an instrument of great hazard to the community, and 
issue in the overthrow of all our civil and rcli;dou.s in.stitutions. 
Of this there ap])ears some danger: e.-^pe-cially in the increasing 
pomp and show atten<ling its anniversaries. Formerly it waa 
confined to students in college ; but now it attracts the atten- 
tion of men of rank and influence in society ; and some of its 
orators are selected from men of the fimt grade hm intellect and 
eloquence. And though hitherto it has been confined to gradu- 
ates, yet the time may soon come, a.s it did with the Masonic 
fraternity, when it may be distinumished by the titles of Free 
and accepted Phihetians. I trust there is no need of spending 
a moment of time in pointing out to this enlightened com- 
munity, the ilangerous nature of all secret associations, and the 
facility th»*y afford to selfish, ambitious, and designing men to 
act wickfdly ; and especially when united with wealth, talenU, 
and influence ; and of these, I think I may safely say, that 
this insiiiution posseMses as large a share as any other of equal 
nunduTK 

Tli^ Phi Beta KR]>pa Society, like FreemaMonry, is of foreign 
manufacture ; and though it may be (»f later date, it doubtless 
had a more resfa-ctable {)arent;ige, When and where it origi- 
nateii, I never was infonned ; not have I at present any meana 
of ascertaining. It makes no pretensions, howev'er, to a 
heavenly origin, or to an antediluvian or antecreation antiquity. 
From itf nature and form, it ii presuined it must have com 
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mence<i in some of the infidel schoolB of Europ*:>, In the l^th 
or 18th century. It was imported into this country trom 
France, in the year 1776 ; and aa it is said, by Thomas Je^Ter- 
8on, late President of the United States. It was first estab- 
lished at William and Mary's College, in Virginia. Upon the 
decline, and 1 believe, the extinction of that college, during 
the revolutionary war, a charter ^ technically called an Alpha, 
was obtained by the students of Yale College, w'here it still 
flourishes. From thence it w^aa imparted to Harvard and 
Dartmouth ; and since that time,, charters have been granted 
to the students of Union College, in N. Y., and to B )wdoin, in 
M aine ; and very recently, 1 understand to Drown University, 
in Providence, R. I. I know’ of no other colleges in the Uni tea 
States, where the institution at ]»re8ent exists. 

At the colleges, so far as 1 know, they are ostensibly con- 
sidered aa literary and honourable institutions, designed to 
excite ambition, and to distinguish those who make the 
greatest proficiency in their studios ; and were it not for theii 
secrecy, and the facility they afford for stratagem and t\ir- 
moil, they might possibly be considered aa comparatively harm- 
less, if not beneficioL At the same time, I can perceive no 
necessity for secrecy, unless it be to cast aronnd them a shade 
of mystery, to make people wonder and stare. It naturally 
excites the expectation of some valuable secrets to be obtained 
which uniformly end in disappointment. All the literary ana 
honourable advantages it atfords, might as well be obtained 
without secrecy as with, and the danger thence resulting, be 
avoided : and I cannot but wonder why the authorities of our 
colleges allow of their existence. Perhaps they have not yet 
felt tne evils to which they may give rise : and when they do, 
it may be too late to prevent them. When the venerable 
Hancock and Adams, in the view of a Phibetian procession, 
expressed to the president of Harvard their decided opposition 
to all secret societies whatever, he must have blushed, even if 
he refused to take warning. 

The way and manner in which this secret institution is per- 
petuated at our colleges (and I know of no other places where 
they exist and meet as societies,) is this. Towards the close, or 
duringthe last term of the college year, the members of the senior 
claaa, who belong to the tociety, make a selection from the 
junior cIam of on# ikird of its numbers ; and thtiij aim ia, how* 
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ever much Mid frequently they may be mistaken, to take thow 
who are reputedly the boRt scholars, and the most prominent 
members of the class. They are privately informed of their 
election ; and at an appointed time, are initiated into the so- 
ciety ; not indeed naked, and barefoot, horxi-winked, and 
cable-towed, but in a more gentlemaijiy manner, where a 
promise or oath of secrecy is first cxacUnl of them. Whichever 
It be, it mailers nothiiiLq since it is unlawfully exacted and 
foolishly inatle ; and embrace tbin^R contrary to scripture and 
lih'diiHistent with our duty to (h»d and our country. The pre- 
siding officer tlien gives a brief historical sketch of the institu- 
tion to the initiated, together %vith the sign, grip, and wordy and 
an explanation of the jewel, or medal, either of silver or gold, 
which every initiate is recpiired to ])rocure for himself. This 
me<lal is sometimes w’orn in tlie buRom, suspended by blue and 
pink ribbons round the neck ; but most commonly on a watch 
chain, in the form of a key. The sign is given by placing the 
two fore-fingers of the right hand so as to cover the left comer 
of the moutn ; draw them across the chin. fSee plate 29, fig. 
1.] The grip is like the coininon shaking of hands, only not 
Interlocking the tlminbs ; and at the same time, gently prea- 
tin^ the wrist [See plate 29, fig. 2.] The medal is then ex- 
plainetl, and the meaning of the grand Greek capitals com- 
muiiicafed to the wonderinj^ eipectanta. Tliis concludes the 
ceremony of initiation into tiie society. The manner ot intrf>- 
duction may have been altered of late ; but this, acconling to 
the bust 01 my recollection, was the manner in which I was 
Initiated, and hel])ed to initiate others. The cla.ss now initiateti, 
soon become the seniors ; and they in their turn, proceed with 
their juniors in the siinie manner, by which the society is per- 
[H>tuate<i, Thus ons-third part, at least, of all the grajfuates of 
the colb’ges, where the institution existe, and those which their 
seniors esteemed the first third ^ir talents, and acquirements, 
belong to this secret society ; and when their numbers shall 
be multiplied, and scattered through every department of the 
oommunity, what a vast influence must they exert upon all 
the civil and religious institutions of the nation ! If know- 
led^ be power, and union be strength, should any object ever 
anite their energies, with what tremendous force could they 
act 

The other reasons suggested, why I make theee discloiureei 
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u the infiddity of the motto upon the medal, which coiita'nt 
the ^^rand secret, and gives name to the order. Tlie 4». H. K, 
wiiich stand prominent on the medal fSee plate 29, fig. 3,] 
are the imtials of three Greek words, wni h, when put toge- 
ther and translated into English, form a sentence, which 
contains the essence and sum of all infiilelity. AVhether I am 
correct in this view of the subject, the reader sliall soon have 
the means of determining for himself. 

When I was young and ardent in the pursuit of knowledge, 
and aspiring to the wonderful distinction a diploma confers, 
the mysterious words, both in Greek and Englisii, had a most 
Al^reeable sound, which led me to overlook the plain meaning 
01 the sentence, and induced me to imagine there was some 
wonderful and important secret in theuL Never, ])erhap8, 
lid the blind aiiiaidate in Masonry look with more raised 
expectation, for the sublime cabalistic word, M ah-iiau-bonk, 
In the master^fl degree, or the CTand omniftc word, Jah-buu- 
LUN, in the royal arch, than 1 did for the revelation of the 
mysterious and glaring Greek capitals of the order ; and never 
was a poor Mason more egregiously disappointed. I looked 
for something great, but lo, how little I Though the wordi 
were in a learned language, and had some sense and meaning 
In them, which cannot be said of the masonic words just men- 
tioned, vet they contained in them, the bitterness of wormwood 
and gfldL Upon mature reflection, I found in them the radical 
principle of all infidelity ; and I believe many others have dis- 
covered the same. 

But I ought not to keep my readers any longer in suspense. 
Attend, then, my frieml, and learn the mighty secret of the 
order, which has been so long hid from the world. I have 
said, that these letters are the initials of three Greek words, 
which are these — i>i\oao(pia Kv^epi'rjrt]^ in plain Eng- 
lish, Philosophy u the govtmess^ nUe, or guide of life. Yes, 
reader, Philosophy is the, rule, or guide of life I I had been 
laught from a child, and still believe, that the bible is the rule 
or guide of life. But here a vain, imported and infidel philoso- 
j>hy, Is exalted into the place of divine revelation, and that 
lioly book, which contains the words of eternal life, is 8upe> 
•eded, and set aside. This is just what Hume, Voltaire, Tom 
Paine, and the whole host of subordinate infidels would 
hartL Philosophy, philosophy, has been the watch -word ofliif 
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ftdeli in evex 7 age ; by Its learned and enchanting sound, 
may unwary youth, it is feared, have been led to reject tbe only 
lure guide to bc'aven. Am I wrong in tbe inteq)retation of 
tins motto ? 1 appeal with confidence to tbe initiated tlieTU- 
•elves, and to the whole learned w’orld, to show where there ii 
any mistake. 

With this interpretation of the mysterious letters, the whole 
inscrijition on the medal, perfectly accords. On the opposite 
sitle, fSee plate 29, tig. 4.] are the ornamented letters S. P. ; the 
initials of the Latin wortlM, Socu:t<t4 Philosojihia ; in English, 
Philosopliical Society. Ilt-re pliilosdphy has the paiiie meaning 
tJ9 before ; a European, Erencb, or Oennan pdiib^sophy, which 
is hostile to religion and subversive of the guspcl o( (>hrist. 

This is still further confirmed by th<' date of the establish 
ment of the institution in America, which waa Dec. 6,1770 
This is the ])recise tini^' w hen the arch infrlel Voltaire, with 
his associates in wick( 'ine.ss, were }>oisoning the public m'lid 
with their infidel philosophy, and sounding througli Eurojx 
and the world the olaspheiiious cry, “ Kcrasez Cinfavn P' Crush 
the wretch ! cru.-h Christ ! cru.sh his religion, and drive it 
from the earth. And this is also the time when the half-demon 
Weishaupt, was plotting in his diuk recesses the overthrow of 
every religion and government throughout the worhL Hit 
aim was to demolish every altar and every throne ; dissolve all 
the ties of social life, and bring the world back to a savage 
state, and that by means of secret societies. And if it be a 
fact, which I tliink cannot well be (leiiie<l, that this institution 
was imported frtun Erance, and planted in this country by 
Thomas Jeffriscn, late piesident of the U. States, its infidel 
ciiai'Hcter receives still further confinuatiou. For whatever 
may have bet-n the excelbm ies of that ])hiloso]»hic RtatesioaTi^ 
no one, it is preMiined, will be so unju:?t as to charge him with 
Wing a ('hristiaii ; arul onudy no Christian will consider it • 
matter of indiil'ereiice whether the people believe in one G<kJ^ 
evT tw’enty. The gn'at men now iiuuitioneil, were all philoso 
phers, high in rank and htinor, among the multitude of their 
brethren ; which can leave uot the Hha<low of a doubt respect- 
ing the nature of that philosophy, which is declared to be the 
** ^de of lile.’* 

The whole interpretation then, of the medal, If thlf : The 
^ & K. art the initialf of the three Greek wordf, which ligiufy 
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thAt rbiiojiophy la the rule, or guide of life.” Tl.e &b( 
the mynteriouH letterw show the nuuiher of the American col- 
legfcB, where the iiirftit ution now exism, and the hiuid at the 
bottom directs our attention to them. On the reverse, the 
letters P. S. fdginfy a philosophical society ; ami the date, 
Dec. 5, 1770, denotes the time when the iustilutioii was 
rv-.lahliRhed in this country. 

1 have no diri ct evidence that the Phi Beta Kapuh ..society 
has any conncctnm eillter with Kreernasonry or llliimmism, 
Ihoii^di from itri sinking rest inhlance to them, in seiTecy and 
character, the piildic have reason to suspect it Inus; atul if so, the 
'3.;".^er resulting' fiom it, must he nically enlianced. In this 
lay of investi;./ation, ^^hen the hidden things (d darknens are 
c^oiiiiig t(,' light, it is hut rcasv<nal)le atnl proper th.d the whole 
irt iia of ^:'ccrct hocieties ^hould he laid o])eii, and their claima 
h) the public favor or rej^robation, he freely and fully examiniah 
If any shrink from thia, there will be good reason to believe 
tliat every thing is not aa it ahould l>e. “ For e\ ery one that 
d(.H lb evil, h.iielh the ligiit, neitlier cometh to tiie light, leat 
his deeds should he reproved.” 

1 hope it will be w'ell undeistood by the reader, and by all 
tlic meiuhera of the society, that I did not intend, nor do I tliink 
I have uiiprached the characters or motives of any individuals of 
the fraternity. It is ea.sy to cemceive, that an innocent pereon 
may become a member of a liad iinstitutiou. On the contniry, 
so far as I know, tliey are all higli-mimlcd and hoiiorahle men, 
and employing their talents for the public good, in the various 
deparlments of civil and religious society. Nor do I know 
that the intidel ciiaracler of the in.sULution ixs ever inb-<-ted 
the minds, or juu verted the principles of an individual brotlier, 
but that it never will do so, is more than can be foreseen. My 
wish is not to injure, much less to de-stroy the institution ; but 
to purify it, and if po.ssible, render it more honorable and 
iLsefiih If its members would candidly examine into the his- 
tory, progress, and character of the institution, they would 
probably discover things which they hut little expected ; and 
if tliey could be persuaded to abandon their obligations and 
jecrecies, as not many years since, they were requested to do, 
iiid assume an American name, they would effectually remove 
all ground fur public teispicioD, and, at the aame time, loaa 
aothiiig of the Literary and honorable advantages they hava m 
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long enjoyeii Tliat they would speedily do this^ or 
abandon the instiiution, must be the ardent deaive of every 
patriot and chrij'tinu. 

Of the BulUcieiicy of the rea-sona above j^:iven, for making 
these disclosures, the public must judge. To me they are satis- 
factory. As a believer in tlie truth and divinity of the bible, 

I cannot but view with concern every thing which tends to 
weaken its authority, or lower its 8U[)reinacy : and, believdng 
as I do, that alt secret societies are not only usoh ss, but in a 
free government exceedingly dangerous, and ouglU not to be 
coiintenanced, I feel as if 1 had discharged a duty I owed lo 
God and my cu’Uitry, and fearlessly submit the wliole to the 
candou? ( f this enlightened community, and the disposal oi 
Vroviilenoa ’’ 
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Just Published. Handboicb Li^ROE 8vo VOLUibt. 

(Uniform with Chafers* Hall Marks.) FuIly Illustrated. 

Price 21b. Bound in Cloth. 

OI.D PEWTER WARE (Doniestic and Ecclesiastical) ANB 
PEWTER MARKS. By Christopher A. Markham, 
F.S.A. With about 100 Illustrations, 200 Facsimile 
Marks and nearly 1,000 Full DescriptionB of Touches 
from the Touch Plate at Pewterors’ Hall, as well as other 
Marks obtained from Various Sources. List of Members 
of the Powterers’ Company from 1460 to the Present 
Time. Information on. the Manufacture, Composition 
and Cleaning of Pewter, etc. Thick royal 8vo, cloth, 
2ls. 

J. H. Yoxall, Af.P., the well-known writer on Collector'i JTotbies, says; 
“ In my opinion ‘ Pewter Mark* and Old Pewter Ware ’ doe» for col- 
leotinjf old pewter what * Chaffers ' did for collectors of plate and pottery 
and porrelnin— it outlientieally and comprehensiTcly g-ive* the maker’s 
marks and names and dates, and it enables verification. I t*on8ider it 
ns necessary in the pewter line as ‘ Chaffera ’ is in the lines of old 
ceramics and old gold and silver plate. Other writers have dealt with 
pewter-making historically and artistically considered, but this is the 
tndispensabh hook for a collector of petrter, as a work of authoritative 
reference, no matter how many other books on pewter he may possess.” 

” There are 1,168 of these touches. All are clearly printed and dis- 
tinguished, so that anyone possessing old pewter bearing one of these 
marks can readily ascertain its date and origin. The chapters which 
deal with the history of the manufacture are well illostmted by a series 
of domestic and ecclesiastical subjects .... while the ooUeotor continues 
to oolk’ot, this book will be invaluable to him.” — The Antiguarp. 

" Over a hundred excellent illustrations, comprising a wide range of 
examples of all kinds .... the volume deserves high praise, both as a 
guide to an interesting bobby and a record of solid historical value." — 
WesferM Morning yews. 

The Expert in a two-pagvt illustrated review says: — 

*' Hitherto the maiks and touches, so far as available, in uso by the 
old-time pewtereri have been difficult of aooeas. Ifr. Markham has solved 
the difficulty by tM>mpiling a list of the Freemen of the Pewterers* Com- 
pany from 1451 practically to the present day. By the aid of this and 
the tabulated list of makers and their marks, mnch of the di^cultp ex- 
perienced in identifying marked pieces should disappear." 

** It is just the kind of book a collector likes, full of the ' marks ' and 
touches that help him to select and arrange his treasures. Already it 
hss aohievcsd the dignity of a large edition.” — Olasgov Evening fVeics. 

“Mr. Markham’s book is the jirsi rfcliy exhaustive mark on the subject. 
Its importance, therefore, to the oolleetor is obvious. It is a anmptaeas 
volnms.”~^oftAaiipeeii SdrM. 
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Second Edition, 1908, With Nbably 200 Illdetrationb. 
A HISTORY OP* FURNITURE, together with Ohaptera on 
Tapestry, Oriental Embroidery and Leather Work, 
Bronzes, Ivories and other Figures, Clocks and Time 
Pieces, Wrought Iron, Brass and other Metal Work, 
Jewellery, Gems and Enamels, Glass and Ceramics, 
Oriental Lacquer, Varnish, etc. By Albert Jacqub- 
MART. Edited and Translated by Mrs. Bury Pallisbb. 
Second Edition. With nearly 200 Illustrations, 600 
pages. Thick royal octavo, ornamental cloth. Pub- 
lished at 318. 6d. 

Albert Jaoqaem&rt was a moit aooomplished and ■oiontifio writer, and 
thi* history is the matured fruits of a life of study and continuous obser 
vation. He was favoured by witnessing the reward and development of 
the taste for Art, which has become the feature of the present generation 

For the last few years the “ History of Furniture ** has been out of 
print, scarce and at a premium, so no apology is needed for reprinting s 
work so necessary to all Collectors, Dealers and Lovers of the Antique. 

The whole of the original illustrations, which lend such value to the 
text, have been reproduced and we venture to believe in a muoh superior 
style than in the first issue. The drawings are the work of JacquemarCs 
ion hod are models of brilliancy and finish. 

ENGLISH PROVERBS AND PROVERBIAL PHRASES. By 
W, Cabbw Hazlitt. Collected from the most Authentic 
Sources, Alphabetically Arranged with Extensive and 
Valuable Explanatory Notes, together with many Refer- 
ences to their Earliest Occurrence. Nearly 600 pages. 
Thick crown 8vo, cloth, gilt top, Ts. 6d. 

It is believed that no work quite so oompreheosive as this is to be found 
Id any of the Enropean languages. This volume and subject have now 
oooupicd the Editor during more than forty years, and no pains have been 
spared to make it satiefaotory and complete. 

The Editor begs to signalise the raluable co-operation of Mr, F. J. 
Furnivall, Rev, W. W Skeat, the late Archbishop Trench, Mr. A. T; Q.- 
Oottoh. Mr. W. Aldis Wright. Mr. O. W. Eeynell, Mr. A. O. OreenhlU, 
ol Emnsanuel. Cambridge, Mr. J. Higson, Lees, Manchester (for many 
jMroverbial sayings of Lanoashire and Cheshire), Mr. Raymond Yose, Mr. 
John Bhelley (of Plymouth), and other gentlemen who have obligingly 
assisted him in varictas ways. 

'* Very neatly bound and well printed. The wonderful oompleteness of 
the volume will be apparent on any casual reference to the text; the com 
jparativft study of national proverbs and phrases being faoRitatod by 
aUusions to allied eayings in foreign tongoee. The literary value of the 
fiook IV eridenoed by constant reference to authorities, and by instances of 
Idnsse employinent by famous English writors.**— FA# Ohho. 

fafOkiatini: dietkmarles are those of phrase and fable and 
tha Iwft pkyaee-book is ' Haslitt.’ Jf estnMneter Oosstt#. 
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Popular Antiquities op Great Britain. 

PAITHS AND FOLKLORE. A Dictionary oJ I'iational Beliefs, 
Superstitions, and Popular Customs, Past and Current, 
with their Classical and Foreign Analogues, Dewribed 
and Illustrated. Forming a New Edition of “ The Popu- 
lar Antiquities of Great Britain,” by Brand and Elms, 
largely Extended, Corrected and brought down to the 
Present Time, and now First Alphabetically Arranged. 
By W. Carew Hazlitt. Specimens of Reference Head- 
ings ; Abbot of Bon Accord, Abbot of Unreason, Abing- 
don, Berks, Abraham-Men, Admiral of the Blue, Adop- 
tion, Adventurer, Advertisements and Bills, JBpiornis 
or Epiornis, Aerolites, ^tites, Afternoon Music, 
fit. Agatha’s Letters, St. Agnes Day or Eve, Agues, St. 
Aldgate, Ale, Ale-house, Ale-Stake or Bush, All Fours, 
Allhallow Even, All-Hallows, All-Hid, All in the Well, 
All Saints, Alsatia, Altar, Ambassador, St. Ampoule, 
Amulets, Anagram, Ancients, St. Andrew’s Day, 
St. Andrew’s Well, Aneling, Angelica, Angels or Genii, 
St. Anne’s Well, near Nottingham, St. Anthony of 
Egypt or Thebes, St. Anthony of Padua, Apostle Spoons, 
Apparitions, Apple-Howling, Appleton-Thorn, St. Ap- 
pollonia’s Day, etc., etc. 2 vols, 8vo, bevelled cloth, 
gilt tops, 21s. 

•' Stadenti are greatly indebted to the indastry which has glTen na these 
▼olumes .... they will especially appreciate the alphabetical form whioh 
has for the flrst time been adopted.” — 7hs Spectator. 

" Wherorer you open it, you may dip with the certainty of bringing up 
something suggestiTe or entertaining or informing .... It is hardly too 
maoh to say that they contain something about almost ererything oon- 
neoted with popular lore and custom.” — The Antiguary. 

” All lovers of folklore and they grow more numerous every year are 
under an obligation to Ur. Haalitt for these most serviceable vcloroes.”^ 
The Oraphie. 

** The two volumes form a handsome dictionary of national beliefs, 
superstitioas and popular oustoras, both past and present, and, as a gift- 
book to tlu>se interested in these matters, would donbtless be regarded with 
much favo«r.'’~rh« IKorld. 

” No pains seem to have b^n spared to utilise every possible source of 
Information.” — Itiresmghom Dmilp Poet. 

ESSAYS AND LETTERS OF MONTAIGNE. Edited by Wm. 
Carbw Haelitt. An Entirely , New Edition formed 
from a Collation of the Foreign Quotations; a fresh 
English rendering and a Careful Revision of the Text 
throughout, some Aooount of the Life of Montaigne, 
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Notes to which are Added, a Translation of all the 
Letters known to be Extant. With Index, Portraits, 
Facsimile Letter and other Illustrations. Bandsome 
Library Edition, 4 Volumes, 8vo, in designed buckram 
cloth, 42s. 

“ A aamptaons edition and will form a worthy addition to any library. 
It oontains many letters of the inimitable essayist never before published, 
and the translation is undoubtedly the best that has yet appeared in 
England . " — Daily Telegraph. 

" The book has now at length been adapted to the last French Foriorum 
so far as possible, and innumerable errors of the former English versions 
have been rectified. The Diographical acoount of the essayist has been 
considerably amplified, and instead of the sixteen Letters given in 1877 
there are thirty- five. '—The Athenceum. 

Hassell Lowell says of Montaigne : — “ He helped himself to ideas in every 
direction, but they turn to blood and colouring in his style and give a 
freshness of complexion that is for ever charming." 

*' Cotton’s text is revised from comparison with the original and with 
Florio, his liberties corrected and his interpolations transferred to foot- 
notes. The work on the whole has been well done and the text much cleared 
and improved, so that it comes closer to Montaigne than any now in the 
market. . . . We could cite passages where Mr. Haslitt’s Cotton clears 
what in Florio is nonsense."— 2’he Academy. 

“The results of Mr. Haelitt'a labours are before ns In these four well 
printed (on specially made paper), handsomely bound volumes — an ideal 
library edition of the prince of essayists— Mr. Haslitt has carefully revised 
the English translations of the many Greek and Latin Quotations and 
•applied and Verified the references — a laborious piece of work .... has 
given as in these beautifully produced volumes, decidedly the best and 
fnllest presentment of Montaigne yet available in English.” —The 
Antiquary. 


Chaffers’ Works on Pottery and Porcelain, and Gold and Silver Plate, 
are the recognised authoritative works amongst all Dealers, Collectors, 
Auctioneers, Estate Agents and Valuers for Probate and in the Law 
Oonrts. They are continually being brought np-to-date by their respective 
editors — Messrs. F. Litchfield and C. A. Markham, F.S.A. 

The Larob Edition, over 1,000 Pages, Thick Imp. 8vo. 

MARES AND MONOGRAMS ON EUROPEAN AND 
ORIENTAL POTTERY AND PORCELAIN. By Wm. 

. Chaffbrs. With Historical Notices of each Manufac- 
tory, preceded by an Introductory Essay on Ancient 
Pottery and on the Vaaa Fictilia of England and 
Mediaeval Earthenware Vessels. With over 3,500 Potters’ 
Marks and Illustrations. Bevised and Edited by F. 
Litcbfibld. Over 1,000 pages, thick imperial 8vo^ or* 
namental cloth. 1908 Edition, with a Supplement of 
50 pages, 42s. 



Q^BBAl, LltBRATVKS. 


t 

Ninth Edition, Con»idsbablt AuoMBifTHD and Cabivdllt 
Rbvisbd by O. a. Mabkham. 

HALL IM^RKS ON GOLD AND SILVER PLATE. By Wh. 
Obayfsbs. Illustrated with Revised Tables of Annual 
Date Letters Employed in the Assay Offices of the United 
Kingdom. Together with A History of L’Orfdvrerie 
Fran^aise, with Extraots of Statutes and Ordinances 
and 12 Plates of French Hall Marks. Ninth Edition, 
Extended and Enlarged, with Frontispiece and 
Addition of 260 New Date Letters and Marks, and a 
Bibliography. About 400 pages, royal 8vo, cloth, 21s. 

Thii edition oontains a History of the Goldsmith’s Trade in France, with 
extraots from the decrees relating thereto, and eng-rarings of the standard 
and other Marks used in that country as well as in other foreign States. 
The ProTinoial Tablet of England and Scotland oontain many hitherto nn* 
pablished Marks ; all the recent enactments are quoted. The London Tables 
i which hare neter been surpassed for correctness) may now be considered 
complete. Many ralnable Hints to Collectors are giren, and oases of fraud 
alluded to. eto. 

Tbs Companion to Marks on Gold and Eilveb 

JPlatb.” 

A HISTORY OP ENGLISH GOLDSMITHS AND PLATE- 
WORKERS (GILDA AURIFABRORUM), and their 
Marks stamped on Plate, copied in Facsimile from 
Celebrated Examples and the Earliest Records Pre- 
served at Goldsmiths’ Hall, London, with their Names, 
.Addresses and Dates of Entry. By Wm. Chaffbrs. 
2,600 Illustrations ; also Historical Account of the Gold- 
smiths’ Company and their Hall Marks and Regalia ; 
the Mint; Closing of the Exchequer; Goldsmith 
Bankers ; Shop Signs, a Copious Index, etc. 367 
pages, royal 8vo, cloth, 128. 

Thn prise of old pInU steadily inoresses and naturally CoUeyotors 
DeaUrs and others desire eTcry proof in fixing dates. The above work 
will iM of great value in asSsrtaining the fourth stamp on plate, oils., the 
Makers’ Mark. No less than 8,800 ssarks being tabnlat^ with their Namee, 
Addrassae and Dates of Entry, together with muoh other information. 

COLLECTOR'S HANDBOOK OP MARKS AND MONO- 
GRAMS ON POTTERY AND PORCELAIN OF THE 
RENAISSANCE AND MODERN PERIOD. % Wm. 
Chaftbrs. With upwards of 3,000 Marks seleeted from 
his larger work. New Edition, Bovised and ootisidArably 
Augmented by P. DmMnaLD, udi an^ 384 pagss. 
Omwn 8vo, elofh, gilt, 6s. 1308 

This Handbook will ba of great eerviee to Oollectora whSe tiaveinak* ' 
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Turn Thru following form a CoMFUiTm Sbt of Handbooks 
ojr Gold and Silter Platb. Bnglish, Frbnoh and Forbign. 

Nbw Edition, Enlabgbd 1907. 

HANDBOOK TO HALL MARKS ON OOLD AND SILVER 
PLATE. By Wm. Chafpbrs. With Revisod Tables of 
Annual Date Letters Employed in the Assay Oj6&ces ol 
England, Scotland and Ireland. Third Edition, Edited 
and Extended with over 200 Additional New Marks by 
O. A. Markham, F.S.A. Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 
HANDBOOK TO FOREIGN HALL MARKS ON GOLD AND 
SILVER PLATB (except those on French Plate). By 
C. A. Markham, F.S.A. , containing 163 Stamps. 
With Notes on the Various Makers. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
($ 8 . 

HANDBOOK TO FRENCH HALL MARKS ON GOLD AND 
SILVER PLATE. By C. A. Markham. Notes on the 
V arious Makers with Illustrations of their Marks. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 5a. 

ARMS AND ARMOUR IN ANTIQUITY AND THE MIDDLE 

AGES; also a Descriptive Notice of Modern Weapons. 
By Charles Boctbll. Translated from the French of 
M- P. Lacombb. With a Preface, Notes, and an Addi- 
tional Chapter on Arms and Armour in England* A 
New Edition. With numerous added Illustrations of 
6ne Specimens from the Collections of Sir Noel Patoo, 
Lord Zouche, Windsor Castle, etc., etc. Crown, 8vo, 
cloth. Published at 7a. 6d. 

Oom«N*s. — WeApona of the Stone Axe— Arms end Armoar of the Broste 
Axs — Of the Greeks sod Persians— Of the Eomaos— Decoration of Ancient 
Arm* and Armour— Weapons of Sayagre Races — Of the Middle Ages — Of th* 
Trantftion Era— Arms and Armoar in England— Modem Arms, /etc., eto. 

ENGLISH HERALDRY. Specially Prepared for the Use of 
Students' By Charles Bohtbll. Tenth Edition, Ed- 
ited and Revised with Additions (inoluding the New 
Orders recently created) by A. C. Fox^Davieb. Nearly 
600 Dlustrations, 867 pages. Crown 8vo, cloth. Pub- 
tiahed Rt 7 b^ 6d. 

Cojrtnnta— Introdaotioa-^rXarlv Hefaldio Anthoritiea— B^liah HeTaldrr 
M now BxIatittg^Orammar or Heraldry — Marshalling— Oidenoy—tMffer- 
oaohMr— ■Ofoa te H adgoa— 8apportetf-~Fl^i--R«y»i Heraldry— Ordora of 
P y o oo deB oe G e n e a logfeo— TOo Oolli^ of Atma—Ocrine— deals, 
Ota Ota. ' . tov0r. 



OtiNERAL LITERATURE. 


Thii Tolume, eminently suitable for the use of students at an early 
l>eriod of their study of Eng'lish Heraldry, commends itself also to those 
inquirers wlio may desiro some gfcneral information on the same subject , 
without havinff any intention to derote to Heraldry too much of their 
time or serious regard. 

Inseparably associated with the History of our Country, Knglisli 
Heraldry has the strongest claims upon the attention not only of all 
Historians, but also of all who desire to become familiar with their 
writings. In like manner. Heraldry may be studied with no less of ad 
vantage than of satisfaction by all Artists, whether Architects, Sculptor*. 
Painters or Engravers, nor is it too much to assert that a knowledge of 
Heraldry, in consequence of its singular and comprehensive utility, ought 
to bo estimated as a necessary element of a liberal education. 

RURAL RIDES in the Counties of Surrey, Kent, Sussex, 
Hants, Wilts, Gloucester, Berks, Oxford, Bucks, Somer- 
set, Hereford, vSalop, Worcester, Stafford, Leicester, 
Hertford, Kssox, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge, Hunting- 
don, Nottingham, Lincoln, York, Lancaster, Durham 
and Northumberland, During the Years 1821 to 1832. 
By W. CoDBETT. With Economical and Political Obser- 
vations, Edited with Life, New Notes, and the Addi- 
tion of a Copious Index, New Edition by Pitt Cobbett, 
Map and Portrait, xlviii and 800 pages, 2 vols, crown 
8vo, cloth, gilt, 12s. 6d. 

“ Cobbetfe ‘ Rural Hides ' is to us a delightful book, but it is one which 
few people know. Wo are not sure that up to the present time it was im 
[Kissible to got a nice edition of it. We are therefore glad to see that 
Messrs. Reeves and Turner’s recently published edition is a very creditable 
produotlon, two handy well filled volumes.” — Gardening. 

HAUNTED HOMES AND FAMILY TRADITIONS OF 
GREAT BRITAIN. By J. H. Ingram. With Illustra 
tions. Thick crown 8vo, cloth. Published at Ts. 6d. 

The collection of strange stories and weird traditions has not been com 
piled with a view of creating tm frif>»nn nourean, but to serve as a guide 
to the geography of Qhostland — a Handbook to the Haunted Homes of 
Great Britain. 

SIDONIA THE SORCERESS, the Supposed ‘Destroyer of 
the whole Reigning Ducal House of Pomerania. By 
William Mkinhold. Translated by Lady Wilder with 
The Amber Witch, the most Interesting Trial for Witch- 
craft ever Known. Translated by Lady Duff Gordon. 
825 pages, 2 vols, crown 8vo, 8s. 6d. 

POETICAL WORKS (Complete) of James Thomson 
(“B. V.’’). The City of Dreadful Night, Vane’s Story. 
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Weddah and Om-el-Bonain, Voice from the Hell, and 
Poetical Remains. Edited by B. Dodell, with Memoir 
and Portrait. 2 vols., thick crown 8vo, cloth, 12s. 6d. 

BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL STUDIES. By James 
(“B. V.’’) Thomson. 483 pages, crown 8vo, cloth, Gs. 

A SHELLEY PRIMER. By H. S. Salt. Crown 8vo, boards. 
2s. 6d. 

FLAGELLATION AND THE FLAGELLANTS. A History of 
the Rod in all Countries, from the Earliest Period. By 
the Rev. W. M. Cooper. With numerous curious Illus- 
trations, Full-page and otherwise. 540 pages, thick 
crown 8vo, cloth, 7s. Cd. (issued at 128. 6(1.) 

A True History of tlie Hod as an instrument for corrcetionnl purposes 
in the Church, the State, and the Family. 

ANCIENT MYSTERIES DESCRIBED: p:8pecially the Eng- 
lish Miracle Plays founded on the Apocryphal New 
Testament Story, Extant among the Unpublished MSS. 
in the British Museum, including Notices of Ecclesias- 
tical vShows and Festivals of Fools and Asses, the Eng- 
lish Boy Bishop, Descent into Hell, the Lord Mayor’s 
Show, the Guildhall Giants, Christmas Carols, etc. 
With Engravings and Index. By William Hone. 300 
pages, 8vo, cloth. Published at Os. 

Contkvts.— Mysteries. 1 The Birth of Mary. 2. Mary's Education in tlie 
Temple, and being served by Angels. 3. The Miraculous Espousal of 
Joseph and Mary. 4. A Council of the Trinity and the Incarnation. 5. 
Joseph’s Jealousy. 6. Visit of Mary to Elisabeth. 7. The Trial of Mary 
and Joseph. 8. The Marvellous Birth and the Midwives ; the above occupy- 
ing 72 pages. Pages 73 to 300 consist of interesting chapters as follows 
1. Council of the Trinity. 2. The Brethren of the Holy Trinity of St 
Botolph without Aldcrsgate. 3. Christmas Carols. 4. Engravings of 
Apocryphal New Testament Subjects. 6. The Descent into Hell. 0. 
Herne's Print of the Descent into Hell. 7. Origin of Mysteries. 8. The Boy 
Bishop— English Mysteries. 9. Pageants. 10, Lord Mayor's Show. 11. The 
Giants in Guildhall. Addenda— Glossary— Index. 

THE APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT: B«ing all the 
Gospels, Epistles, and other Pieces now Extant attri- 
buted in the first Four Centuries to Jesus Christ, His 
Apostles and their Companions, and not included in the 
New Testament by its Compilers. By William Honb. 
6yo, cloth. Published at bs. 

Afthr the WTitlngl contained in the New Testament were selected from the 
numerous Gospels and P.pistles then in existence, what became of the 



OUNERAL LITERATURE. 


lu 

book! that were rejected bj the compilers P This question naturally 
r>coars on every inTestigation as to the period when and the persons by 
whom, the New Testament was founded. The books that exist are carefully 
broug-ht together in the present volume. They naturally assume the title 
of the Apocryphal New Testament, and ho who possesses this and the New 
Testament has in two volumes pra^ioally all the historical records relative 
Co Christ and his Apostles now in eidstenoe and considered sacred by 
Christians during the first four centuries after His birth. 

New and Revised Edition with Additions. 

THE BOOK OF FAMILY CRESTS: Comprising nearly every 
Family Bearing, Properly Blazoned and Explained, Ac- 
companied by Upwards of 4,000 Engravings, Illustrative 
of the Crests of the Peers and Baronets, nearly every 
Family of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland, the 
Colonies, etc., etc., with the Surnames of the Bearers 
Alphabetically Arranged, Dictionary of Mottoes, Essay 
on the Origin of Arms, Crests, etc., and a Glossary of 
Terms. 2 vols, cr. 8vo, cloth, gilt. Published at 218. 

THE MUSIC OP THE MOST ANCIENT NATIONS, Par- 
ticularly of the Assyrians, Egyptians and Hebrews ; 
with special reference to recent discoveries in Western 
Asia and in Egypt. By Cabl Engel. With numerous 
illustrations. Thick demy 8vo, cloth. 

HISTORY OF THE VIOLIN AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS 
PLAYED ON WITH A BOW, from the Remotest Times 
to the Present ; also an Account of the Principal 
Makers, English and Foreign. By W. Sandys and 8. 
A. Forster. With numerous Illustrations. Thick 8vo, 
cloth, offered at 7s. 6d. (pub. 14s.) 

LIFE OP DAVID GARRICK. By J. Smyth. Post 8vo, 
boards, Is. 

SONGS FROM THE RAVEL. Song-Poems for Setting to 
Music. By Ernest Austin. Crown 8vo, sewed, 28. 6d. 

RUSKIN’S NOTES ON SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL 
PICTURES OP SIR JOHN EVERETT MILLAIS. Ex- 
hibited at the Grosvenor Gallery, 1886. With a Preface 
and Original and Selected Criticisms by John Busbjn 
and other Comraenta. 8vo, sewed, Is. 
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RUSKIN’S NOTES OP THE PICTURES OF MR. HOLMAN 
HUNT. Exhibited at the Rooms of the Fine Ait 
Society, 1886. With' Criticisms by John Rusktn and 
other Comments. 8vo, sewed, Is. 

THE NATURALIST SCHOOL OF PAINTING. By F. Bate. 
Is. (large paper, 2s. 6d.) 

THE NATURALIST IN BERMUDA. A Sketch of the 
Geology, Zoology and Botany of that remarkable Group 
of Islands, together with Meteorological Observations 
by J. M. Jones, assisted by Major J. W. Wedderbuen 
and J. L. Hurder, with a Map and Illustrations. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 1869 

A DISCOURSE ON THE POSITIVE SPIRIT. By Auguste 
Comte, Trans, with Explanatory Notes by Edward 
Spencer Bbbslbt, M.A. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 2s. net. 

A GENERAL VIEW OF POSITIVISM. By Augustb Comte, 
Trans, by J. H. Bridges, M.B. Second Edition. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

BABES AND INFANTS: Their Foods, and Notes on Manage- 
ment. A Book for Mothers, Nurses, and Those having 
the Care of Children. By Frederic Mercer, Physician. 
Post 8vo, sewed, 9d. 1907 

Preface says;— -My Hfe as a medical practiucner of nearly twenty yeara 
standing and experience, has taught me that there is a great deficiency of 
knowledge as to the correct method of rearing infants. It is sad to think that 
half the children who die under one year of age, do so from Improper feeding ; 
and still more melancholy is the knowledge that this mortality is, if not 
entirely preventable, capable of diminution. With the latter. object in view I 
have written this small book, etc. 


BOOKS ON FREEMASONRY. 

MANUAL OF FREEMASONRY, containing tho First Three 
Degrees, The Royal Arch and Knights’ Templar Druids, 
The Degrees of Mark Man, Mark Master, Architect, 
Grand Architect, etc., etc. By R. Carlile, 323 pages, 
post 8vo, red cloth, gilt, 3s. 6d. 
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RITUAL AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF FREEMASONRY, 

accompanied hy very numerous engravings, and a Key 
to the Phi Beta Kappa. 25^ pages, post 8vo, green 
cloth, gilt, 3s. 6d. 

MYSTERIES OF FREEMASONRY; or, An Exposition of the 
Religious Dogmas and Customs of the Ancient Egyp- 
tians ; showing, from the origin, nature and objects of 
the rites and ceremonies of remote antiquity, their 
identity with the Order of Modern Masonry, with some 
remarks on the Metamorphosis of Apuleius. By J . 
Fellows. With numerous woodcuts. 374 pages, post 
8vo, blue cloth, gilt, Ss. Gd. 

INVESTIGATION INTO THE CAUSE OF THE HOSTILITY 
OF THE CHURCH OF ROME TO FREEMASONRY, and 

an Inquiry into Freemasonry as it Was, and Is: with 
Criticism as to how far the Order fulfils its Functions. 
By Author of “Text-Book of Frt^emasonry.” 2G pages, 
8vo, sewed, Is. 

JACHIN AND BOAZ ; or, An Autlientic Key to the Door of 
Freemasonry, both Ancient and Modern. 48 pages, 
crown 8 VO, sewed, Is. 

THREE DISTINCT KNOCKS AT THE DOOR OF ^HE 
MOST ANCIENT FREEMASONRY. 50 pages, crown 
8vo, sewed, Is. 

THE ORIGIN OF FREEMASONRY; or, The 1717 Theory 
Exploded. By C, J. Paton. 8vo, sewed, Is. 

THE OBELISK OF FREEMASONRY, according to the Dis- 
coveries of Belzoui and Commander Gorringe; also 
Egyptian Symbols compared with those discovered in 
American Mounds. By John A. Wkisse. 8vo, paper 
covers, 2s. 6d. net. 

POCKET LEXICON OP FREEMASONRY. By W. J. 
Morris, 18® P.D.D.O.M., St. Lawrence, District and 
Past Inspector Jjlen. Royal and Select Masters. Fifth 
Thousand, 12mo, cloth, Is. net. 

FREEMASONRY; An Account of the Early History of Free- 
masonry in England, with Illustrations of the Principles 
and Precepts advocated by that Institution. By T. L. 
Fox. 62 pages, post 8vo, cloth, 28. 
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The AVaistcoat Pocket Kdition. 

THL HANDBOOK OF INSTRUCTION IN CRAFT 
MASONRY, containing the Entered Apprentice, Fellow- 
Craft and Master Mason’s degrees. By “ A Member of 
the Craft.” With Folding Plates of the Three Tracing 
Boards. 12mo, leather, 4s. net. 

The Brethren are requeetod to kindly note this approved Text Book in 
ase the world over. 

TEXT-BOOK OF FREEMASONRY. A Complete Handbook 
of Instruction to all the Workings in the Various 
Mysteries and Ceremonies of Ciiaft Masonry, Contain- 
ing the Entered Apprentice, Fellow-Craft, and Master 
Mason’s degrees. Ceremony of Installation .of the 
W. Master and Officers of the Lodge, together with the 
whole of the Three Ijoctures ; also the Ceremony of Ex- 
altation in the Supremo Order of the Holy Royal Arch, 
a Selection of Masonic Songs, etc. Illustrated with 
four engravings of the TRACING BOARDS. By ” A 
Member of the Craft.” New and Revised Edition. 
270 pages, post 8vo, blue cloth, red edges, Ss. (or blue 
calf limp, gilt edges, 10s. net.) 

Ditto, Ditto, on thin paper, bound in leather pocket-book 
style, 6s. 

THE THREE TRACING BOARDS. In post 8vo, cloth line, 
Is. 6d. net. 

Ditto, Darger Size, royal 8vo, 4 plates. Is. 6d. net. 

TEXT-BOOK OF ADVANCED FREEMASONRY, containing, 
for the self-Instruption of Candidates, the Complete 
Rituals of the Higher Degrees, viz., Royal Ark 
Mariners, Mark Master, Royal Arch, Red Cross of 
Rome and Constantinople, Knights’ Templar and Rose 
Croix de Heredom ; also Monitorial Instructions on the 
30th to the 38rd and last degree of Freemasonry. With 
Historical Introductions and Explanatory remarks by 
the Author of the “Text-Book.” 278 pages, crown 8vo, 
cloth, lOs. (or crimson calf limp, gilt edges, lbs. net.) 

MASONIC SONGS AND POEMS. By Bards chiefly of the 
19th and 20th centuries. Compiled by A. C. Stephen. 
Post 8vo, cloth, 33. 6d. 

** Mr. A. C. Btepheim may be congratulated .... he baj showed inde- 
fatigable research in the hidden deeps of lodge books. The result is an 
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exteniiTe oolleotion of v&ried Terse maoh of which reaches a high standard, 
notably in the contributions of Neil Mnnro, etc ." — Qlangotc Herald. 

” All Freemasons ought to procure a copy of this most interesting work.” 
— Montroie Standard, 


CLASSICAL WORKS. 

Edited by Pbof. Anthon, with Notes, Critical and 
Explanatory. 

ANTHON’S HORACE. Edited by Rev. Jambs Boyd, 
li.L.D. Thick post 8vo, cloth, 5a. 6d. 

ANTHON’S HOMER’S ILIAD. First Three Books, Edited 
by B. Davies, L.L.D. Thick post 8vo, cloth, os. 6d. 

ANTHON’S C>BSAR’S CQMMENTARIES. Edited by Rev. 
G. li. Wheeler. Thick post 8vo, cloth, 48. 6d, 

ANTHON’S ECLOGUES AND GEOROICS OF VIRGIL. 

Post 8vo, cloth, 4s. Gd. 

ANTHON’S SALLUST. Edited by Rev. J. Boyd, L.L.D. 
Post 8vo, cloth, 4a. Gd. 

ANTHON’S JUVENAL AND PERSIUS’ SATIRES. Edited 
by J. ’J\ Wheeler. Post 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 

ANTHON’S CICERO’S ORATIONS. With English Corn 
mentary and Historical, Geographical and Legal In- 
dexes, Revised and Edited by Rev. G. B. Wheeler. 
Post 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 


RUDIMENTS OF GREEK GRAMMAR. By E. Wettenhall, 
D.D., Translated by Rev. Q. N. Wright. Numerous 
Annotations and Questions for Examination, by Rev. 
G. B. Whbbleb. Post 8vo, cloth, Sa. 

WORKS ON SOCIAL QUESTIONS. 

PoliticAt, and Economical. 

THE LIFE OF HENRY GEORGE. Author of“ Progress and 
Poverty.” By his Son, Henry George, Jun. With 
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Portraits, Second Edition. Thick crown 8vo, cloth, 
7s. 6d, 

He tells simply, yet £rr&ptio«lly, the remarkable story of Henry Gleorge't 
Life. 

THE STRIKE OF A SEX. A Novel, By Geobgb N. Millbr. 
38,000 Sold. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2a. (paper, Is.) 

Tht $nott advanced Book on the Emancipation of Women puhlithed. * 

AFTER THE STRIKE OF A SEX: or Zugassent^s Discovery. 
By G. N. Millbr. Crown 8vo, cloth, 28. (paper, Is.) 

Nbw and Revised Popular Edition, 1908. 

THE AWAKENING OF WOMEN; or, Woman’s Part in 
Evolution. By Franois Swiney. Crown 8vo, cloth, 
2s. net (paper, Is. net). 

Strongr and soul-stirring. . . . The book of the age on the woman 
question.” — The Woman's Tribune. 

“ It is most carefully thought out. . . . The authorities quoted all seem 
to point to the fact that woman is more highly evolved than man.”— 
Mrs. Ai>\ BALLII7, editor of W omanhood. 

WOMAN: PAST,' PRESENT AND FUTURE. By August 
Bbbbl. Crown 8vo, cloth, 28. (paper. Is.') 

LOOKING BACKWARD. By Edward Bellamy. With 
Extra Chapter, copious Index and Portrait. Limp 
cloth. Is. 6d. (also cheap editions, paper covers, 6d. 
and Is.) 

WHAT IS PROPERTY? An Inquiry into the Principle of 
Right and of Government. By P. J. Proudhon. Trans- 
lated by B. R. Tucker. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d. 
(paper, 28.) 

” One of those epoch making works that upset thrones and empires, and 
cause revolutions in the world’s history.” — Truthseeker. 

” It is a very mine of argument for the land reformer .” — The Leicester 
Pioneer. 

CO-OPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH. Exposition of Modern 
Socialism. By L. Gronlund. English Edition, Edited 
by G. Bernard Shaw, Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo, 
cloth, 28. (paper. Is.) 

KARL MARX’S THEORY OF VALUE (Complete). Forming 
the Pirst Nine Chapters of '‘Capital.” 8vo, cloth, 28. 
(paper, Is.) 

Ths gist of the Theory of Mars is found in these first chapters of his 
work.giron here in full. 
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LAWS OF ETERNAL LIFE. Being Studies in the Chu^oh 
Catechism. By Rkv. Stewart D. Headlam. Crown 
8vo, cloth, 2s. (paper. Is.) 

Contents ; — Introductory — The Obligratory Promise — The Creed — The Ten 
Commandments— The First Duty— The Second Duty— The Lord’s Prayer— 
The Desire — Sacramental ism — The Sacrament of Baptism — The Sacrament 
of the r.ord’s Supper — Conclusion. 

Mr. Headlam starts with the assertion that the Church Catechism is the 
best Manual of Socialism. 

LONDON ROOKERIES AND COLLIER’S SLUMS. A Plea 
for More Breathing Room. By Robert Wiixiams, 
A.R.I.B.A. With numerous Diagrams. Small 4to, 
sewed, Is. 

MORE LIGHT AND AIR FOR LONDONERS. By Robert 
WiLMAMH, A.R.I.B.A. With numerous Diagrams. 
Small 4to, sewed, la. 

THE SOCIAL ASPECTS OF CHRISTIANITY, and other 
Essays by Richard T. Ely, Ph.D. Crown 8vo, cloth, 28. 
(paper. Is.) 

RENT, INTEREST AND WAGES, or the Real Bearings of the 
Land Question. Private Rent the Mother of Interest, 
the Cause of Commercial Depressions and Social Misery. 
By Michael Flurscubim. Fourth Edition, Revised, 
crown 8vo, cloth, 28. (paper, Is.) 

DISCOURSES ON POSITIVE RELIGION. By J. H. 
Bridges, M.B, Second Edition. 8vo, boards, Is. 

A CREED FOR CHRISTIAN SOCIALISTS, with Expositions 
by Charles William Stubbs, D.D. (Bishop of Truro). 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 28. (paper, Is.) 

CoNTKNTS : — 1. The Orwd. 8. Town Problems. 3. Village Problems. 4. 
The Church and the Unemployed. 6, Democracy and Trade Unionism, 
f). Oirio Administration. 

CRUELTIES OF CIVILIZATION. A Programme of 
Humane Reform. Second Series. Crown 8vo, boards. 
Is. 

Contains the following :—VlTi«eotion by Edward Carpenter and Edward 
Maitland. Sport by Lady Florenoe Dixie, the Rer. J. Stratton and 
R. H. Jade, D.So. M.A. The Extermination of Birds by Edith Carrington. 
The Horse by W. L. B. Coalson. Oattleships by I. M. Greg and 8. H. 
Towers. Slaughter Houses by H. F. Lester. 
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